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Fascinated by mortality and the darker side of life? Look no further than Los Angeles' Museum of Death. This morbidly captivating exhibit is a must-see for anyone interested in human (and animal) demise, but be warned - it's not for the faint of heart! As you step through the entrance, you'll be immersed in a world of serial killers, macabre
merchandise, and unsettling artifacts. The museum boasts an impressive collection of materials from America's most notorious killers, including letters and artwork from John Wayne Gacy and David Richard Berkowitz. Founded in 1995 by ]J.D. Healy and Catherine Schultz, the Museum of Death has evolved over the years to become a treasure trove of
dark delights. With its self-guided tour and overflowing collection, you'll have plenty to explore and discover - but be prepared for some harrowing exhibits that may leave even the most macabre-minded feeling uneasy. From Charles Manson's crimes to the Heaven's Gate suicides, every aspect of death is on display. If you're intrigued by true crime
and can stomach the graphic imagery, the Museum of Death is an intense experience that will leave a lasting impression. Just don't say I didn't warn you! Address: 6031 Hollywood Blvd, CA 90028 Opening Times: 11am-8pm Admission Fee: $20 The Museum of Death in Los Angeles is a small yet densely packed institution that delves into the darker
aspects of human existence, featuring artefacts related to death, cannibalism, taxidermy, and serial killers. While some may argue that it crosses the line, others find it a necessary exploration of this taboo subject. The museum's collection grew from its initial location in San Diego, with the owners acquiring unique pieces from inmates on death row,
including works by notorious serial killer Charles Manson. The museum sees itself as life-affirming and aims to fill a void in death education, providing a space for visitors to confront their morbid curiosity. Despite controversy surrounding its graphic displays, the Museum of Death has managed to attract a loyal following, with many visitors praising
its unapologetic approach. By presenting death in all its forms, the museum offers a unique experience that sparks conversation and reflection. As I visited the Museum of Death, I couldn't help but notice the eclectic clientele that walked through its doors. Mostly young people in their 20s, with a healthy dose of Goths and punk rock enthusiasts, made
up the crowd. It was an atmosphere of quiet reverence, with nobody appearing to be out of place or giving me any reason to suspect they were serial-killer worshipers. Couples strolled hand-in-hand, taking in the exhibits while maintaining an air of respectful silence. The building itself is unassuming, save for its bold exterior signage and a rather
striking image of a skull peeking out from behind ivy-covered walls. Upon entering, I was greeted by a cheerful museum attendant who warned me about the graphic nature of some exhibits and enforced strict no-photography rules - except in the anteroom and gift shop. Highlights include the resident two-headed terrapin turtle, specimens of
malformed creatures, and, surprisingly, vinyl records featuring Charles Manson's music. Yes, that Charles Manson - infamous for his involvement with the Tate murders. Despite initial shock, I soon accepted the authenticity of these unusual artifacts. Looking forward to seeing everyone at the meeting tomorrow and discussing our strategies. I visited
the exhibition, which took me straight into the "serial killer archives" section after passing through a no-photography area. The strict policy was understandable due to the gruesome nature of some images and copyright concerns. I found it clear why such a rule existed. Some exhibits were graphic, like a JFK autopsy photo that didn't officially exist
and a man with his skull blasted away. Other disturbing photos showed a couple who murdered their ex-boyfriend, posing for their camera afterwards. The museum also featured newspaper clippings about other infamous serial killers, including John Wayne Gacy and Ted Bundy. A room dedicated to Charles Manson had portraits of him at different
ages, letters written by him, artwork created by him, and even one of his guitars. The crime scene photos from the Tate murders in 1969 were particularly shocking, including an image of Sharon Tate's naked body with blood and a rope around her neck. While some might find it exploitative, I couldn't deny that similar images are available online.
Visitors have the option to move on or dwell on these images as they see fit. The museum offered more than just a focus on serial killers, providing an experience that catered to diverse interests. For instance, the museum features an exhibit with one of Jayne Mansfield's chihuahuas, which was killed in the same car accident as its owner, along with
Liberace's cat. Supposedly, they also display a genuine shrunken head, although I missed that particular item. The museum has a collection of coffins, undertaker's tools, and brochures, as well as body bags. A video is playing in one room showing the embalming process, while another section features graphic autopsy images. Although there are also
exhibits on suicide, such as mass suicides like Jonestown or the Heaven's Gate cult, they are not accompanied by detailed analysis. Instead, the museum primarily relies on images and documents, with little to no interpretation or explanation provided. This includes a lack of information on scientific aspects of death, such as when a body can be
declared dead, which is a complex and contentious issue. Furthermore, the museum appears to be lacking in its exploration of cultural differences in handling death and varying funeral traditions. Overall, the museum's layout feels cluttered and disorganized, with too little space for visitors. The Museum of Death's compact quarters and narrow
hallways are an immersive experience, but not for the faint-hearted. The gruesome exhibits may push even seasoned visitors to their limits, as I found myself turning away from some displays sooner than expected. A warning is in order: this place truly lives up to its 'not for the faint-hearted' reputation. Located on Hollywood Boulevard at 6031, near
the Walk of Fame's eastern end (34.1018, -118.3212), the museum is accessible by car or public transport. Parking is free, but be prepared for a moderate admission fee of $15. Visitors under 18 are not discouraged, but the management advises 'mature audiences' only due to previous incidents of fainting ('falling down ovations'). Allow about 45
minutes to an hour for your visit, or linger longer to absorb all the dark history and morbid details on display. If you're interested in more somber experiences, consider visiting the MOT or the Holocaust Museum LA, which provide a contrasting perspective on related themes. The Museum of Death is a unique attraction that no longer exists at its
original location, but has relocated to 6363 Selma Ave in Hollywood. Visitors can stroll along Hollywood Boulevard, taking in the sights and sounds of Tinseltown's rich history. The museum itself is a showcase of death-related artifacts, including serial murderer artwork, crime scene photos, and taxidermy displays. Its founders, James Healy and
Cathee Shultz, moved the museum to Los Angeles from San Diego in 2000, expanding its collection to become one of the largest of its kind. Combinations with non-dark destinations are easy to find in the area, such as the Griffith Observatory, the Hollywood Bowl, or even a glimpse of the iconic Hollywood sign. However, for those interested in the
macabre, the Museum of Death offers a self-guided tour that lasts about an hour, but visitors are welcome to stay as long as they like. Healy explained that the museum's goal is to shock people into appreciating life by confronting them with the realities of death. As of June 2023, the museum has moved to its new location and continues to offer a
unique perspective on mortality. Other similar museums around the world include the Museum Tot Zover in Amsterdam, which explores how people deal with death; the National Museum of Death in Aguascalientes, Mexico, which offers a historic look at Mexico's relationship with death; and the KGB Museum in Tallinn, Estonia, which sheds light on
the secrets of the Soviet Union's spy agency.
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