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It's October and Halloween is nearly upon us. Which means it's that time of year when we pull out all of the scary movies in our film collections and pile them up in preparation for a month-long horror movie marathon. Before you grab the popcorn and dim the lights, take some time to bone up on your horror knowledge with these facts about some of
your favorite scary movies.1. Count Orlock only blinks once in Nosferatu.In the nine minutes of screen time Max Schreck has as Count Orlock in F.W. Murnau’s classic Nosferatu (1922), he blinks only one time (near the end of part one).2. The Exorcist was the first horror film to be nominated for a Best Picture Oscar.The horror genre has never gotten
much love from the Academy. Though there still seems to be a bias against scary movies during awards season, The Exorcist earned 10 Oscar nominations in 1974, including a Best Supporting Actress nod for Linda Blair, who was just 15 years old at the time.3. Robert Englund was not the first choice to play Freddy Krueger.NEW LINE CINEMAWes
Craven reportedly planned to have a stuntman play the seemingly immortal youth-hater known as Freddy Krueger, but (wisely) opted to go with an accomplished actor for the role instead. His first choice was the brilliant British character actor David Warner, who you'll no doubt recognize from Time Bandits, Titanic, and various incarnations of Star
Trek. Warner had to pass on the project, which opened the door for the truly excellent Robert Englund.4. Psycho is the first American film to feature a toilet.In addition to being the first American film to show a toilet on screen—oh, the horror!—Alfred Hitchcock's Psycho is also the first American film in which we hear a toilet being flushed. (That's just
how repressed Americans were in the 1950s.)5. Stephen King wasn’t a fan of The Shining.In 1983, Stephen King told Playboy, “I'd admired [Stanley] Kubrick for a long time and had great expectations for the project, but I was deeply disappointed in the end result. Parts of the film are chilling, charged with a relentlessly claustrophobic terror, but
others fell flat.”King didn’t like the casting of Jack Nicholson either, claiming, “Jack Nicholson, though a fine actor, was all wrong for the part. His last big role had been in One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, and between that and the manic grin, the audience automatically identified him as a loony from the first scene. But the book is about Jack
Torrance’s gradual descent into madness through the malign influence of the Overlook—if the guy is nuts to begin with, then the entire tragedy of his downfall is wasted.”6. Jaws doesn’t fully appear in a shot until one hour and 21 minutes into the movie.While the lack of shark appearances works to heighten the tension in Jaws, the real reason the
shark isn’t shown in full is because the mechanical shark that was built rarely worked during filming. Director Steven Spielberg had to create inventive ways (like Quint’s yellow barrels) to shoot around the non-functional movie shark.7. Fay Wray though she’d be starring opposite Cary Grant in King Kong. WARNER HOME VIDEOIn his attempts to
entice Fay Wray into starring in King Kong (1933), director Merian C. Cooper promised, “You're going to have the tallest, darkest leading man in Hollywood.” “While my thoughts were flying toward the hope that Cooper might be waiting for Cary's [Grant] arrival just as I was, Cooper went on to point at the giant ape and say, again, ‘“The tallest,
darkest leading man in Hollywood,’” Wray recalled.8. It took seven years to get Aliens made.Why did it take seven years to get a sequel made? Lawyers and money, of course. Talk of a sequel began shortly after the original Alien (1979) was a hit, but it was delayed because of a dispute between the film’s producers and 20th Century Fox over the
distribution of the original movie’s profits. Fox, reluctant to make a sequel because it would be expensive, finally agreed to it as a way of settling the beef with the producers—basically, “We won’t give you any more of the first movie’s profits, but we’ll greenlight a sequel, and you can make money from that.” (Amusingly, the same producers plus
James Cameron and Gale Anne Hurd sued Fox again after Aliens, claiming the studio had used “creative accounting” techniques to avoid paying them.)9. Brian De Palma didn’t see Sissy Spacek as Carrie.Though Brian De Palma was a fan of Sissy Spacek’s work, he was convinced that he had already found his Carrie in another actress. His decision to
let Spacek audition at all was mostly out of courtesy to her husband, Jack Fisk, the film’s art director. "He told me that if I wanted to, I could try out for the part of Carrie White,” Spacek recounted to Rolling Stone. "There was another girl that he was set on and unless he was really surprised, she was the one. I hung up and decided to go for it."Spacek
showed up at her audition in an old dress she hadn’t worn since grade school and with her hair slicked back with Vaseline. When she was done, she waited in the parking lot while her husband reviewed her audition with the rest of the production team. After Fisk came out to tell her that the part was hers, “We sped off before anybody could change
his mind,” Spacek said.10. Roman Polanski and John Cassavetes had different ideas for Rosemary’s Baby.In her 1997 autobiography, What Falls Away, Mia Farrow recounted the tense relationship between Roman Polanski and her Rosemary’s Baby co-star, writing that in the film’s climactic scene, “John became openly critical of Roman, who yelled,
‘John, shut up!” and they moved toward each other,” and nearly came to blows. Apparently, it was Ruth Gordon and her “consummate professionalism” that calmed the situation down.11. In 2015, George Romero found nine minutes of lost footage from Night Of The Living Dead.Janus FilmsWhile in Maryland for Monster-Mania Con in 2015, George
Romeo revealed that he had unearthed a 16mm work print of Night of the Living Dead, which featured approximately nine minutes of previously thought-to-be-lost footage at the jump cut in the basement, including “the largest zombie scene in the film.”12. Serial killer Ed Gein inspired three major horror movies.You've likely heard of Ed Gein. His
house of horrors made headlines for years after he was sent to a mental hospital for his actions. They were so memorable, in fact, that he inspired some of the most iconic thrillers of all time: Psycho, The Silence of the Lambs, and The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. Among the items discovered at his Plainfield, Wisconsin farm were four noses, nine masks
made of human skin, numerous decapitated heads, lampshades and bowls made of skin, lips being used as a pull on a window shade, and a belt made from nipples. Gein later admitted to only two murders and said most of the items had come from late-night cemetery raids.13. The Halloween script didn't call for a specific kind of mask.The mask for
Michael Myers was only described as having “the pale, neutral features of a man,” and for the movie the design was boiled down to two options—both were cheap latex masks painted white and bought for under $2 apiece at local toy stores by production designer Tommy Lee Wallace. One was a replica mask of a clown character called “Weary Willie”
popularized by actor Emmett Kelly, and the other was a stretched out Captain Kirk mask from Star Trek. Carpenter chose the whitewashed Kirk mask because of its eerily blank stare that fit perfectly with the Myers character.14. The Babadook scared the hell out of William Friedkin.IFC FilmsOn November 30, 2014, Jennifer Kent’s The Babadook got
a major publicity boost when The Exorcist director William Friedkin tweeted: “I've never seen a more terrifying film than The Babadook. It will scare the hell out of you as it did me.”15. A double amputee was used to create The Thing’s quintessential special effect.One of the most memorable scenes in John Carpenter's The Thing (often referred to as
the “chest chomp”) occurs when Dr. Copper (Richard Dysart) attempts to revive Norris (Charles Hallahan) with a defibrillator. As he presses the paddles to his patient’s skin, Norris’ chest opens up and Copper’s forearms disappear into the cavity, where they are severed below the elbow by a set of jaws inside Norris’ chest.In order to pull this off,
special makeup effects designer Rob Bottin (known for his work on RoboCop, Total Recall, Se7en, and Fight Club) found a man who had lost both of his arms below the elbow in an industrial accident. Bottin fit the man with two prosthetic forearms consisting of wax bones, rubber veins, and Jell-O. Then, for the wide-angle shot, he fit the man with a
skin-like mask taken from a mold of Dysart’s face (a la Hannibal Lecter) and placed the ersatz arms into the chest cavity, where a set of mechanical jaws clamped down on them. As the actor pulled his arms away, the Jell-O arms severed below the elbows. The rest is practical effects history.16. The original ending of Fright Night was much
different.The film’s original ending saw Peter Vincent transform into a vampire—while hosting “Fright Night” in front of a live television audience.17. The stars of The Blair Witch Project used GPS trackers to find their instructions for the day.Artisan EntertainmentProduction programmed wait points in the GPS unit for The Blair Witch Project's actors
to locate milk crates with three little plastic canisters in them. Each plastic canister contained notes on where the story was going for each actor, who would not show the other two their paper. From that point they were free to improvise the dialogue, provided they followed the general instructions given to them.18. Paranormal Activity is one of the
most profitable films of all time.Often compared to The Blair Witch Project because of its low-budget nature and huge grosses, 10 years after The Blair Witch Project’s release, the original Paranormal Activity ousted the earlier horror film as the most profitable movie, based on return on investment (ROI). (It currently holds the number three spot.)
The Blair Witch Project cost about $60,000 to make whereas Paranormal Activity’s initial budget was just $15,000. Blair Witch grossed $248.6 million worldwide, which comes out to a 414,233 percent return on investment. After grossing $65 million, it was calculated that Paranormal Activity made a 433,900 percent ROI. Of course that doesn’t factor
in its final worldwide gross of $193 million (which, if you do the math on that total, works out to a 1,286,566 percent ROI).19. The Blob is based on a (supposedly) true story.On September 27, 1950, The Philadelphia Inquirer ran an article with the headline "Flying ‘Saucer’ Just Dissolves." The night before, police officers John Collins and Joe Keenen
swore that they’d watched a mysterious object fall from the sky. Rushing towards the landing site, the men stumbled upon a purple, jelly-like mass. Collins and Keenen immediately summoned two of their colleagues, who arrived just in time to watch the material evaporate without a trace. The FBI was contacted, a press conference was held, and the
whole mess became a national laughing stock.Fast forward to 1957: That year, producer Jack H. Harris was looking to make a creature feature, but he couldn’t come up with a decent premise. So he asked his friend, Irvine H. Millgate, to try and devise one. "It’s gotta be a monster movie," Harris explained. "It’s gotta be in color instead of black and
white. It can’t be a cheapy creepie, it’s gotta have some substance to it. It’s gotta have characters you can believe in. And there’s gotta be a unique monster—never been done before. And the method of killing the monster would have to be something that grandma could have cooked up on her stove." Millgate remembered the Philly incident and the
rest is history.20. Joel Coen got his first break as an assistant editor on The Evil Dead.Before becoming the Oscar-winning filmmaking duo he and his brother Ethan are today, Joel Coen got his start as an assistant editor on The Evil Dead. Inspired by Raimi’s DIY filmmaking, Joel and his brother created a pitch trailer (much like Raimi’s Within the
Woods) to raise money for their first feature, Blood Simple. While Dan Hedaya stars in the final film, Bruce Campbell plays the lead in the two-minute trailer.21. Tim Burton was in contention to direct Gremlins.There was a lot of buzz surrounding Tim Burton after the success of his short film, Frankenweenie—so much so that Steven Spielberg
considered him to direct Gremlins. But the fact that Burton had yet to direct a feature film worked against him, and the gig was given to Joe Dante. A year later, Burton released his first theatrical feature, Pee-wee’s Big Adventure.22. Bob Clark’s idea for a Black Christmas sequel sounds awfully familiar.A Christmas Story (1983) will be a lasting part
of Bob Clark’s legacy, but for horror fans, the work he did in the 1970s is just as important. Films like Children Shouldn’t Play With Dead Things (1972) and Deathdream (1974) got him notice, but Black Christmas (1974), one of the first slasher films, became a cult classic and earned him a dedicated following.Clark said in an interview that John
Carpenter asked him if he had considered making a sequel to Black Christmas. “I was through with horror," Clark explained. "I didn't come into the business to do just horror.” Carpenter asked him what the sequel would be like if he did want to make one, and Clark gave him an idea that should sound very familiar to fans of the genre: “I said it would
be the next year and the guy would have actually been caught, escape from a mental institution, go back to the house and they would start all over again. And I would call it Halloween."23. Gene Hackman was slated to star in—and direct—The Silence Of The Lambs.Gene Hackman and Orion Pictures split the $500,000 needed for the movie rights to
the book. But Hackman dropped out days after he watched clips of himself at the 1989 Oscars as FBI Agent Alan Parker in the violent Mississippi Burning, deciding not to follow up a dark role with an even more unlikeable character.24. Child’s Play was inspired by a real event. (Yes, Child's Play.)20th Century Fox Home Entertainment In 1909, Key
West painter and author Robert Eugene Otto claimed that one of his family's servants placed a voodoo curse on his childhood toy, Robert the Doll. Supposedly, the doll would mysteriously move from room to room, knock furniture over, and conduct conversations with Otto. Robert the Doll was left in the attic until Otto's death in 1974, when new
owners moved into his Florida home. The new family also claimed mysterious activities would happen in the house connected to the doll. Today, Robert the Doll is on display at the Custom House and Old Post Office in Key West, Florida.25. The Conjuring’s Ed and Lorraine Warren were real-life paranormal investigators.The Conjuring is based on real-
life paranormal investigators Ed and Lorraine Warren and their experience with the Perrons, a family who moved into a Rhode Island farmhouse and experienced ghostly and terrifying occurrences in 1971."When Insidious came out and was successful the story about the Warrens came to me and I was like, 'Oh, my gosh, this is really cool,'” director
James Wan told Entertainment Weekly in 2013. "But I didn’t just want to make another ghost story or another supernatural film. One thing I had never explored was the chance to tell a story that’s based on real-life characters, real-life people. So those were the things that led me to The Conjuring."The Warrens also had a possessed Raggedy Ann doll
that was the inspiration for the spin-off film Annabelle. Allegedly, a demon spirit possessed the Raggedy Ann doll, which is currently on display and under lock and key at the Warrens' Occult Museum in Monroe, Connecticut.26. Damien originally had a different name in The Omen.Screenwriter David Seltzer planned to name his antichrist Domlin after
the “total obnoxious brat” child of a friend, until his wife convinced him that it would be a horrible thing to do to the kid. (Not to mention friendship-ending.) He landed on Damien after Father Damien, who started the first leper colony in the Hawaiian islands.27. The creature from the Black Lagoon was modeled after the Oscar statuette.Universal
managed to snag an up-and-coming filmmaker with a prestigious resume to direct Creature from the Black Lagoon: Jack Arnold, whose documentary With These Hands had received an Academy Award nomination. Though he didn’t get the Oscar, Arnold kept the souvenir certificate that the Academy always mailed to its nominees. The little card
would go on to become an unexpected source of inspiration behind the scenes of Creature from the Black Lagoon.As Arnold told Cinefantastique magazine in 1975, “There was a picture of the Oscar statuette on it. I said, ‘If we put a gilled head on [the figurine], plus fins and scales, that would look pretty much like the kind of creature we’re trying to
get.” So they made a mold out of rubber, and gradually the costume took shape.” At first, the creature had what leading lady Julie Adams (credited as Julia Adams) described as an “eel-like” physique. Slick and streamlined, the outfit didn’t come with much in the way of fins, ridges, or body armor. These were later enhanced to give the monster a more
menacing appearance.28. Bruce Campbell made $93,000 for Army of Darkness.Scream FactoryTo illustrate the plight of the working stiff actor, Bruce Campbell once provided a helpful breakdown of his salary for 1992’s second Evil Dead sequel, Army of Darkness. With a $500,000 salary nipped at by agents, managers, income taxes, and a now-ex
wife, he figured he made roughly $93,000. But the film took two years to complete, meaning his net profit for portraying horror icon Ash in a major motion picture was less than $50,000 a year.29. An actual witch was hired to help make The Craft more authentic.To make sure that the depiction of Wicca in The Craft was as close to real life as it could
be, the filmmakers hired Pat Devin as a consultant. Devin is a member of one of the largest and oldest Wiccan religious organizations in United States, Covenant of the Goddess, and at the time she was the First Officer of the group’s Southern California Local Council. Devin played a big role in the production process and at times worked directly with
the actresses. “A lot of my suggestions were acted upon and virtually all of my suggestions were given careful consideration,” Devin shared, “even if they didn’t all end up in the final version of the film.”30. The name of the demon in The Exorcist is Pazuzu.Though it’s never stated in the film, the demon that takes possession of Regan MacNeil has a
name: Pazuzu, which is taken from the name of the king of the demons in Assyrian and Babylonian mythology.31. Wes Craven regretted teasing a sequel in A Nightmare on Elm Street.Craven was rather staunchly opposed to any sort of "sequel tease" finale, but the big boss (that'd be New Line's Bob Shaye) insisted on one. “Bob wanted a hook for a
sequel,” Craven told Vulture. “I felt that the film should end when Nancy turns her back on Freddy and his violence—that’s the one thing that kills him. Bob wanted to have Freddy pick up the kids in a car and drive off, which reversed everything I was trying to say—it suddenly presented Freddy as triumphant. I came up with a compromise, which was
to have the kids get in the convertible, and when the roof comes down, we’d have Freddy’s red and green stripes on it. Do I regret changing the ending? I do, because it’s the one part of the film that isn’t me.”32. Stanley Kubrick allegedly typed all of those "all work" pages in The Shining.Warner Home VideoNo one is quite sure whether Kubrick typed
500 pages of “All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy.” Kubrick didn’t go to the prop department with this task, using his own typewriter to make the pages. It was a typewriter that had built-in memory, so it could have turned out the pages without an actual person. But the individual pages in the film contain different layouts and mistakes. Some
claim that it would have been characteristic of the director to individually prepare each page. Alas, we’ll never know—Kubrick never addressed this question before he died.33. The ending of Psycho was spoiled months before the film's releaseDespite Hitchcock's fervent and admirable attempts at keeping the project a secret, both Variety and The
Hollywood Reporter published very thorough spoilers regarding the Psycho plot months before the film actually came out.34. Steven Spielberg thought his DVD copy of Paranormal Activity was haunted.As the urban legend goes, Spielberg, whose DreamWorks Studios was considering distributing Paranormal Activity, took a DVD of the movie home to
watch, but then got freaked out when the door to his bedroom locked by itself. “So the whole story about how the doors to his bedroom got locked from the inside ... personally I believe it,” Peli told Moviefone. “It’s not something the marketing department just came up with before releasing the movie.” Spielberg famously carried the DVD to work in a
trash bag because he thought it was haunted. Despite the shock, Spielberg loved the movie and suggested a new ending that was used in the theatrical release.35. Drew Barrymore was slated to star in Scream.Barrymore changed her mind about playing the lead five weeks before production was set to begin. Barrymore instead suggested she play
Casey Becker, the teen terrorized by the killer in the opening scene, to cleverly subvert audience expectations that a star of her stature would survive the movie. Casting directors approached Alicia Witt, Brittany Murphy, and Reese Witherspoon to take over the Sidney Prescott role before eventually casting Neve Campbell.36. James Cameron had to
quash a mutiny on the set of Aliens.20th Century Fox Home EntertainmentAliens was shot at England’s historic Pinewood Studios, which provided its own unionized crew members for productions using the facilities. Some of these workers resented the 14-hour days and, having no idea what James Cameron was capable of (The Terminator hadn't
opened yet), thought he was in over his head. In particular, the first assistant director thought he should be directing Aliens. He mocked Cameron, called him “guv’nor,” rolled his eyes at him ... and got himself fired for insubordination. The new first assistant director behaved respectfully, and things were better after that.37. Sissy Spacek was
adamant that her own hand appear in Carrie's final scene.Though Brian De Palma wanted to get a stunt person for the final scene, where Sue Snell visits Carrie’s grave, Spacek insisted that it needed to be her hand that was shown, which required her to be buried in the ground. “I laughed about that,” Spacek told NPR. "I do all my own foot and hand
work, and always have."38. Buffalo Bill's dance in The Silence of the Lambs was not in the script.But it was in the original book, and Ted Levine, the actor who played the serial killer Jame Gumb, insisted that the scene be included because it helped explain the demented character better.39. Jaws originally ended just like Moby-Dick.The original
ending in the script had the shark dying of harpoon injuries inflicted by Quint and Brody a la Moby-Dick, but Spielberg thought the movie needed a crowd-pleasing finale and came up with the exploding tank as seen in the final film. The dialogue and foreshadowing of the tank were then dropped in as they shot the movie.40. Hereditary director Ari
Aster's favorite scene in the movie is ... that scene.Milly Shapiro in Hereditary (2018). | A24If you remember just one second of Hereditary, it’s undoubtedly that unexpected car accident scene that sets the horrifying events of the second half in motion. Hereditary director Ari Aster is well aware of the impact that scene made on his audience—and he
loved it. “That’s probably my favorite sequence in the film,” he told Vanity Fair, “everything that’s happening around those 15 minutes.” It’s probably the best sequence in the film, but "favorite" maybe isn’t the term we’d use.A version of this story ran in 2018; it has been updated for 2021. Movie trivia is always fun, but there's something about horror
films that bring out the most absurd facts. There's always the stories of extreme budgetary restrictions that result in now-iconic moments, or hidden meanings in details that were assumed mundane, or directors withholding information from the stars of the film to get more genuine reactions. All of those and more are on this list of 37 lesser-known
horror movie hfacts about your favorite scary flicks. Related: 33 Horror Movie Quotes Every Horror Fan Needs to Know Photo Credit: Renaissance PicturesEvil Dead II is often mistaken as a remake of Evil Dead (1981). After all, why would Bruce Campbell’s character, Ash, visit an obviously haunted cabin in the woods twice? In reality, it’s a mix of
sequel and remake, as the creators of the second movie wanted to recap the story elements of the first, but didn’t have the rights to use clips from the original. Want more horror movies? Sign up for The Lineup's newsletter, and get our most terrifying recommendations delivered straight to your inbox. In Let the Right One In (originally Lat den Réatte
Komma in), the two main characters learn to communicate through the walls of their apartment complex via morse code. At the end of the film, the vampire Eli taps “K-i-s-s” to Oskar, who responds with “P-u-s-s,” meaning “small kiss” in Swedish. Photo Credit: Warner Bros.Jack Nicholson had worked as a volunteer firefighter earlier in life, so when it
came to breaking down a door with an ax in the iconic The Shining scene, he actually broke the prop doors too easily. Dozens of doors later, and you have one of the most terrifying moments in horror. Speaking of The Shining, the film's iconic scene of the elevator doors opening to unleash a wave of blood was actually filmed without Kubrick in
attendance. It's not that Kubrick was squeamish. He was instead overwhelmed with worry. The famed director, and well-known perfectionist, was so concerned about the stunt not working out to his liking, that he evacuated the set just before the cameras rolled. Kubrick was certainly justified in his concern; the scene took weeks of preparation and
required hundreds of gallons of fake blood. Needless to say, things went swimmingly; the shot was captured on the first take. Speaking of Freddy Krueger, Wes Craven had many reasons behind the design choices of the character. Craven cites practical reasons behind the now-iconic glove, being easy to make and transport, but also to mix the bestial
threat of claws with a very human appendage, the hand. The third most profitable movie, based on return on investment, is the original Paranormal Activity. The film's production budget was $450,000; the film's approximate profit was well over $89,000,000. That works out to about a 19,885% ROI. Photo Credit: Universal PicturesWhile it seems
impossible to imagine a happy finale to the film, The Thing had an alternate ending prepared that would be easier for audiences to appreciate. MacReady could have ended up rescued and his blood test would prove he wasn’t assimilated. The cast of Alien shows genuine shock and horror during the well-known ‘chest-burster’ scene, where John Hurt’s
character is host to the title creature. This is because the details of the scene were ultimately a surprise to the rest of the actors, with Ridley Scott citing a desire for a genuine reaction. He definitely got it. The sci-fi horror classic wouldn’t be nearly as impactful if not for the artistic creativity of H.R. Giger. Using a real human skull in the initial
xenomorph cranium and condoms for the lips, Giger’s style in Alien defined the neo-gothic style now referred to as Gigeresque. Following trends of real human bones and shocking performers for genuine reactions, actress JoBeth Williams had no idea that the huge tank of mud she slid into in Poltergeist contained actual human skeletons instead of
props. The sequence was shot over multiple takes, taking four or five days, and Williams didn’t find out the human remains were real until after she finished. The filmmakers claimed that making replicas out of plastic and rubber was too expensive. The first horror movie to be nominated for an Oscar, The Exorcist tips its hat to one of the oldest
entities in the history of humankind: Pazuzu. A king of demons in Assyrian and Babylonian mythology, the name is never explicitly stated in the original film, but Father Merrin finds a ruined statue of the demon at the start during a dig in Iraq. While the effects and themes of vampire movies may come off as tired now, Nosferatu still remains fresh
before the bloodsucker was buried in cliche and staked with parody. Adding to the eeriness, Count Orlock, adapted from Dracula, is only seen blinking once in the film at the end of part 1. The Satanic Temple’s endorsement would make many people wary, but it only served to bolster the appeal of Robert Egger’s The Witch. As their spokesperson, Jex
Blackmore, said, “It’s a criticism of a theocratic patriarchal society and a fair representation of the stresses that puts on a community.”Related: 16 Bone-Chilling Witch Movies That'll Put a Spell on You Eggers also announced in 2015 that he planned to remake Nosferatu, although the project is currently on hold. While the film and story have been a
lifelong obsession for the writer/director/production designer, Eggers says that the opportunity came as a shock due to his smaller filmography, “It feels ugly and blasphemous and egomaniacal and disgusting for a filmmaker in my place to do ‘Nosferatu’ next. With no adequate CGI available at the time of filming, the lovable/terrifying little critters in
Gremlins were all animatronic puppets. But with an astounding average cost per gremlin of $30,000 to $40,000, it’s surprising they had the puppets perform so many stunts in the movie. It's also understandable why the filmmakers hired security to guard the ghoulish figurines after hours. Want more horror movies? Sign up for The Lineup's
newsletter, and get our most terrifying recommendations delivered straight to your inbox. While colorful and often comedic, Edward Scissorhands undoubtedly carries horror themes. The movie is supposed to be seen from Edward’s eyes, which is why the neighborhood comes off as so fantastical and distorted, leading to the character feeling even
more estranged from the sunny attitudes of the rest of the cast. Photo Credit: Silent Hill StillAn anomaly where film adaptations of video games are concerned, the first Silent Hill movie is considered faithful and frighteningly good. The macabre dance of the nurses in the film looks too freakish to be real but hiring professional dancers to contort and
twist their limbs created an effect that feels grossly inhuman (in a good way). It’s not surprising that Silent Hill turned out better than most game-movies do, being a passion project for director Christopher Gans. The filmmaker spent five years in pursuit of the right to make a movie adaptation of the game. When he did, he ensured the movie felt like
the video game he so adored. Music from the video game's score appears in the movie and many of the video game's characters are present. Gans even kept the original game running on set as a point of reference, regularly returning to the live game to ensure he was capturing the right mood and angles. It Follows terrified viewers and sparked
serious discussion among its fans when it hit theaters in 2014. Director David Robert Mitchell recognizes that the interpretation of the movie's malevolent force as a kind of contagious sexual disease is valid. That said, the filmmaker cites troubling dreams from his childhood as the movie's original inspiration. The character of Lawrence Gordon in the
Saw series is supposed to be a surgical doctor. And yet, he never mentions the body in the middle of the room hasn't turned yellow, and its blood never turned black, calling his competency and intentions into question early on. Photo Credit: PalmStar MediaAri Aster’s feature film debut, Hereditary, had an extreme amount of detail put into the set to
create a “dollhouse aesthetic” for the family’s home. Not only handy for filming in cramped spaces, this dedication also conveyed the sense that the cast was being maneuvered and toyed with. Related: Every A24 Horror Movie, Ranked While not as thoroughly explained in the film adaptation as the book, the phrase “beep beep, Richie” is often used
as a stand-in for “shut up, Richie.” While the Jaws theme feels essential to the film today, Spielberg initially though that composer John Williams was playing a joke on him. “At first I began to laugh, he had a great sense of humor so I thought he was putting me on,”” he once said about the track. Photo Credit: Compass International PicturesLike most
of horror’s most striking visuals, the mask of Michael Myers in Halloween has a frugal origin. The Shape's haunting visage was originally a Captain Kirk mask purchased at a magic shop, which the crew then spray-painted and distorted to create Mikey's iconic look. Seeing this mask in the middle of the night will make you want to set phasers to
something a bit stronger than stun. Horror-comedy American Werewolf in London is a unique entry in Jewish cinema, with the witty but socially misunderstood David Kessler portraying, well, an American werewolf on the loose in England. The famous transformation scene, already famous for its innovative effects, was planned to have full-frontal
nudity of star David Naughton, intended to show that the character was circumcised to bolster the Jewish themes of the film. Naughton wanted the role so badly that he apparently lied about being circumcised in his audition for John Landis. The full-frontal shot was, err, cut when they finally got to filming the scene. Photo Credit: Basara
PicturesRingu, the original Japanese version of The Ring, contains some of the most unsettling imagery in the history of horror. To capture the disjointed and janky movements of the character of Sadako Yamamura’s ghost, actress Rie Ino walked backward in an exaggerated motion, later reversed to achieve the bizarre steps she takes towards the
camera. Ok, it’'s more comedy than horror, but Young Frankenstein deserves to be in any list it can squeeze itself into. Star Gene Wilder reportedly held up takes of multiple scenes by breaking into fits of laughter over the content. Director Mel Brooks even claims to have spent $1,000 on handkerchiefs for the crew to laugh into to dampen their
laughter during filming. References and nods galore, George Romero’s Land of the Dead, the fourth installment of his Dead series, includes cameos from fans of his zombie flicks. Simon Pegg and Edgar Wright appeared as the photo-booth zombies in the carnival and barroom sequence, a casting choice made after their movie Shaun of the Dead paid
tribute to previous undead films by Romero. Photo Credit: TriStar PicturesThe 1992 slasher Candyman is set to receive a spiritual sequel in late September, directed by Nia DaCosta and written by Jordan Peele, Win Rosenfeld, and DaCosta. For the disturbing scene where bees engulf Candyman and pour from his mouth, original Star Tony Todd used
queen-bee pheromones to pacify the bees. That didn't stop him from getting stung over 20 times, something he's actually grateful for in the long run as he was compensated $1,000 for each sting. Horror anthology Creepshow, which was based on the E.C. horror comic books of the 1950s, included a cameo from a young Joe Hill as the boy in the
opening and closing segments. Many horror book fanatics will recognize that name as the pen name of successful horror author Joseph Hillstrom King, son of Stephen King. Stephen King wrote the original screenplay for the movie, thus marking his screenwriting debut. He also performed in the movie, playing the doomed farmer Jordy Verrill.
Related: From 20th Century Ghosts to NOS4A2: Where to Start with Award-Winning Horror Author Joe Hill Want more horror movies? Sign up for The Lineup's newsletter, and get our most terrifying recommendations delivered straight to your inbox. Featured Still from "The Shining" via Warner Bros. You know the horror films that have haunted our
dreams since their release. You know their iconic villains, who make us jump in our seats, gasp at our screens, and glance over our shoulders whenever we're alone at night. But do you know the interesting facts behind these famous movies, the scenes that took place behind the scenes? Some of these facts almost resulted in a totally different film.
Others are just downright creepy, as eerie as the movies themselves. From what if casting changes to the secret behind how some iconic movie masks were made, here are some interesting behind-the-scenes facts about our favorite horror movies. Update December 2, 2023: This article has been updated by Samuel Cormier with more fun horror facts.
26 The Real Cabin in The Evil Dead (1981) 1981's The Evil Dead is responsible for birthingThe Evil Dead franchise, and also director Sam Raimi's career. It was his directorial debut and was given a meager budget of $375,000. To fit inside this budget, the crew couldn't afford to build the cabin where most of the story was set. They instead found a
remote cabin in a wooded area of Morristown, Tennessee. During pre-production, all 13 crew members slept in this cabin, which had no plumbing and very little space. It was a difficult environment and reportedly led to numerous arguments among the crew. The Evil Dead is currently streaming on AMC+. Warner Bros. Pictures ABC The original
1990 miniseries It and its modern two-parter movie remake in the 2010s has undoubtedly contributed to the scary image that people have of clowns. In It, an entity terrorizes a small American town and captures its children. It can take many forms, particularly the form of the children's fears; but one thing that it favors is to appear as a scary clown.
That clown was scary to the children on set, too. While filming the infamous drain scene where Pennywise the clown (Tim Curry) drags Georgie (Tony Dakota), Curry remembers how the seven-year-old actor told him in-between scenes that the clown was scaring him. Curry tried his best to reassure him with some jokes. Similarly, while filming the
modern It, Bill Skarsgard reported feeling bad because his costume was making some of the children look away and tremble; but when he got into character, the kids got downright horrified, and some of them even started crying in the middle of the take. It's interesting to see how children are still scared of these jolly fellows almost thirty years apart.
It (1990) is currently streaming on Hulu. It (2017) is available for purchase on Prime Video. It Chapter Two (2019) is currently streaming on Hulu. Warner Bros Pictures The Exorcist is one of the most controversial and frightening films ever made. It stars child actor Linda Blair, who plays the demonically possessed Regan. Priests are brought to
Regan's home to perform an exorcism and cleanse her body of the demon. While there, they bear witness to some hellish madness, like Regan levitating in the air, exuding superhuman strength, or projectile-vomiting everywhere. Apparently, that bright green vomit was supposed to hit Father Damien Karras (Jason Miller) in the chest, but it
accidentally hit him in the face instead. Director William Friedkin loved the actor's genuine shock and disgust so much that he left it in the movie. Fortunately for Miller, though, that vomit was only made of pea soup. The Exorcist is available for rental and purchase on Prime Video, Vudu, and AppleTV. Warner Bros. No film production has been
plagued with more strange and eerie phenomena than The Exorcist. There were multiple back injuries on set, mostly notably for Linda Blair, who fractured her lower spine during Regan’s exorcism scene. Four people involved in the production unexpectedly died. And the house where the film was set burned down after a bird randomly flew into the
circuit box. Only one room was left unscathed: Regan’s bedroom, where the exorcism took place. All these incidents have led people to believe that The Exorcist was cursed, brought on by the story’s sacrilegious content. So what do you think? Was the production cursed, or was it just a series of weird and unfortunate events? DreamWorks Pictures
The Ring was The Exorcist of the early 2000s. It was the horror movie that everyone was afraid of and talking about. It features the evil spirit of a little girl named Samara, who climbs out of television sets, soaking wet, and promptly murders anyone who watches her videotape after seven days (it's a good thing streaming services don't follow these
same guidelines for rentals). Samara is a terrifying character between her ghastly appearance and her stiff, unnatural movements. And there's a reason for that. Daveigh Chase, the actress who played Samara, walked backwards while filming her scenes, which were then reversed in post-production. This approach is what gave Samara's movements
that unusual, creepy look. The Ring is currently streaming on FuboTV and Paramount+ New Line Cinema Back in 1994, aspiring screenwriter Jeffrey Reddick read an eerie story about a woman who switched her flight at the last second based on her daughter's bad gut feeling. And that flight shockingly wound up crashing. Sends a chill down your
spine, doesn't it? Inspired and creeped out, Reddick wrote a script called "Flight 180" based on this story. He used this script to land an agent and intended to pitch it to the popular '90s sci-fi show The X-Files. He never did submit it. Years later, Reddick turned that script into a feature-length film about a group of teenagers that unintentionally cheat
death. Apparently pissed off by this, Death then goes through extreme lengths to course-correct the universe and kill each teenager in the most absurd and gruesome way. Interestingly, this film was worked on by X-Files veterans James Wong and Glen Morgan, who co-wrote and directed it, respectively. That movie was Final Destination, which
birthed one of the most successful horror franchises of the 2000s. Final Destination is currently streaming on Max. The Silence of the Lambs isn't just one of the best horror films of all time. It's one of the best films, period. Its antagonist is a serial killer nicknamed Buffalo Bill (Ted Levine), who's based on the real-life serial killer Gary Heidnik and a
few others. Although Bill murders women, he secretly wants to be a woman himself and uses the skin of his victims to create a female bodysuit. There's a famous scene where Bill is dancing in front of a mirror, wearing a woman's shawl, and then tucks his private parts in between his legs to view himself as a woman. While appearing in the original
novel, this scene was completely improvised. The original script had Bill just simply standing in front of the mirror. But Levine wanted to put a different spin on this scene and show this character acting out his fantasies. The Silence of the Lambs is currently streaming on Max A24 The final shot of Pearl has traveled throughout all the corners of the
Internet since the film's release in 2022. But what if we told you it could not have existed? Director Ti West decided upon it just the day before shooting and wanted to see if Mia Goth could hold her painful smile for several minutes or if he would have to make do with a freeze frame. Somehow, the gruesome movie manages to finish a horrifying scene
on the more horrifying things of all: non-longer-innocent Pearl and her creepy smile. Pearl is currently streaming on fuboTV, and Paramount+ with Showtime United Artists Based on the Stephen King novel of the same name, Carrie is a horror classic. Carrie (Sissy Spacek), a girl who's abused both at home and school, unleashes latent and deadly
telekinetic abilities after getting pushed to the edge. There's a famous scene where Carrie is doused in pig blood at her high school prom as a cruel prank. As the story goes, Spacek refused to wash off the fake blood (corn syrup and food dye) and sleeps in her character's blood-soaked prom dress for three nights, all for the sake of continuity. Now
that's dedication. Carrie is currently streaming on Max Paramount Pictures Despite being made in 1968, the horror classic Rosemary's Baby can still bring the scares. In this movie, soon-to-be mother Rosemary (Mia Farrow) learns that she's surrounded by members of a Satanic cult, who are grooming her unborn child to be the Antichrist. Director
Roman Polanski put poor Mia Farrow through hell to make this movie. He asked her to walk through real oncoming traffic with her fake pregnant stomach, claiming that no car would ever hit a pregnant woman. All those honks and screeching brakes are coming from genuinely surprised drivers. In another scene, Polanski made the actress eat raw
chicken liver multiple times, even though Farrow was a vegetarian. Imagine if this happened today? That director would be immediately canceled. Rosemary's Baby is currently streaming on Paramount+ The horror genre is perhaps the most popular movie type out there. Scary movies are universally loved and the true stories behind how they are
made is a fascinating topic. So horror fans rejoice here are the most interesting facts about your favorite horror movies. Let’s get into these fun facts about horror film history. Quiz your friends and see which one knows the most about scary movies. 1. In the Scream series, Ghostface is voiced by Roger L. Jackson. The director, Wes Craven,
intentionally hid Jackson on the set of all three original movies, so that his voice would be scarier to the actors hearing it. During the scenes where the characters were being taunted on the phone, Jackson was hidden on set, actually making the calls. 2. In Evil Dead II, you can see Freddy Krueger’s glove from Nightmare on Elm Street. It’s hanging
above the door in the tool shed. 3. In the final scene of Let The Right One In, when the two main characters are communicating with morse code, they tap the word “puss” which means “small kiss” in Swedish. 4. It took about a year to get the iconic shot in where blood pours out of the elevator in The Shining right, but only three days to film. 5. Friday
the 13th villain, Jason, was originally to be named “Josh.” 6. Rather than risk breaking continuity, Sissy Spacek slept in bloody clothes for three days while filming the prom scene in Carrie. Interesting fact: Sissy Spacek slept for three days in this bloody dress. 7. Of the infamous “virginity rule” exemplified by John Carpenter’s Halloween series:
Carpenter and co-writer Debra Hill have stated many times over the years that they did not consciously set out to depict virginity as a way of defeating a rampaging killer. The reason why the horny teens all die is simply that they’re so preoccupied with getting laid that they don’t notice that there’s a killer at large. Laurie Strode, on the other hand,
spends a lot of time on her own and is therefore more alert. 8. A few homages to Alfred Hitchcock are hidden in John Carpenter’s Halloween. Carpenter cast Psycho star Janet Leigh’s daughter Jamie Lee Curtis in the lead role, and named another main character, Dr. Sam Loomis, after the object of Janet Leigh’s affection in Psycho. 9. The Candyman,
played by Tony Todd, had to put real bees into his mouth to film the movie’s climax. 10. Because he was so young Danny Lloyd, the actor kid who played Danny in The Shining, was not told he was making a horror film. He thought it was going to be a drama. Fun fact: Danny Lloyd was told The Shinning was a drama. This was also his first film. 11.
Everyone’s favorite kid’s movie was almost THAT much better. Leonardo DiCapprio was offered the lead in Hocus Pocus, originally. 12. In the original Scream, the high school janitor is named “Fred” and wears red and green shirt, an allusion to Nightmare on Elm Street, also directed by Wes Craven. The janitor is played by Craven himself. 13.
Nightmare on Elm Street explores questions in epistemology, the study of what we can know. Wes Craven was equipped to do this because he has a degree in philosophy. 14. Jack Nicholson had worked as a volunteer firefighter, so when he tore down the bathroom door in The Shining, he decimated the prop door too easily and had to use a real door.
15. Heather Donahue, an actor in The Blair Witch Project, was worried the director planned to make a snuff film. 16. The original title thought of for The Texas Chainsaw Massacre was ‘Head Cheese.” Not the best idea for a serial killer film. 17. Stephen King’s son, Joe, plays a little boy in Creepshow. 18. In order to film the premonition scene in Final
Destination 3, the actors had to ride the actual roller coaster 26 times. Horror movie fact: The filming was a nightmare, to make this scene happen, they rode on the coaster a lot. 19. Kevin Williamson was inspired to write Scream after a real life incident in which he discovered an open window in the house he was staying at. 20. The true story behind
The Conjuring: Eight generations of families lived and died in the house before the Perrons moved in. Andrea Perron suggests that some of the spirits from the families never left. Deaths include two documented suicides, a poisoning death, the rape and murder of an 11-year old girl, two drownings, and the passing of four men who froze to death.
Most deaths occurred within the Arnold family from which Bathsheba Sherman was descended. 21. It took only 8 days to film The Blair Witch Project. 22. Final Destination is based on an idea for an episode of The X-Files that was never made. Only the most intense horror fans know that this film was supposed to be an X-Files episode. 23. If Virginia
Madsen hadn’t accepted the lead role in Candyman, the producers would have given it to Sandra Bullock, who wasn’t well known at the time. 24. When the main characters of Children of the Corn are driving, you can see a copy of Stephen King’s Night Shift on the dashboard. This is the book where the Children of the Corn short story was published.
25. In Candyman, Virginia Madsen was really hypnotized for some scenes so she could portray her trance authentically. 26. Ben Tramer, a victim in Halloween II, was named after John Carpenter’s real life classmate, a writer who worked on Saved By The Bell. 27. The real life Lorraine Warren makes a cameo in The Conjuring as an audience member
while the character Lorraine Warren is speaking. 28. In 2001, an incident happened in which the son of the The Birds author (the short story, not the movie)was terrorized by seagulls. 29. The Exorcist is Warner Bros highest grossing film of all time (taking inflation into account). 30. Jennifer Love Hewitt was offered the lead role in The Ring. 31.
Psycho was the first time a flushing toilet was shown on screen. 32. Freddy Krueger was originally going to be a child molester, but that was thought to be too dark for the movie. Yep, true story. 33. THIS terrifying fact from Candyman: The architecture flaw of the medicine chests and people being able to sneak in, is something that Bernard Rose
discovered in his research for the film and there was actually a series of murders that were committed this way. 34. In order to make Samara’s walk as creepy as possible in The Ring, they filmed her walking backwards and then reversed the shot. 35. The kids in It used props from their real lives. 36. Friday the 13th was filmed at a real camp in New
Jersey that is still in operation to this day. This scary movie was filmed at a real camp that sill operates. 37. The Shining was the first and only film role ever for both actresses that played the woman in room 237. 38. Even though her character in Scream was killed when she was unable to fit through the pet flap in the garage door, Rose McGowan
actually could fit through it in real life. 39. One of Paul Rudd’s first role was a lead part in the sixth Halloween movie, Halloween: The Curse of Michael Myers. He was credited then as Paul Stephen Rudd. 40. The skeletons in Poltergeist are not props. They are real human skeletons. 41. Jack Nicholson wanted Jessica Lange to play Wendy’s role in The
Shining. 42. Emma Stone auditioned for the role of Laurie Strode in Rob Zombie’s Halloween remake. 43. The production team tricked the actors in The Rocky Picture Show by hiding a fake corpse on the set. So when they find the corpse of Eddie — their reaction/horror is genuine. 44. In Carrie, the high school is named Bates High after Norman
Bates in Psycho. 45. In Scream, Casey’s dad advises her mom to go down the road to “the Mackenzies” a destination cribbed from genre-starter Halloween, where Laurie Strode tells her babysitting charges the same line. 46. Director, Scott Derrickson, wants to make a Star Wars movie that is an R-rated horror movie. Here is what he said exactly: “I
would make... an R-rated frozen planet horror film in the vein of The Thing or Lovecraft’s In the Mountains of Madness, with zero connection to any previous characters or storylines.” 47. The Shining was nominated for two Raspberry Awards. 48. E.T. was originally written as a horror film. Can you believe that E.T was supposed to be a horror movie
at first? 49. The house used in the finale of Scream 3 is the same location (set up as a school) in Halloween H20: 20 Years Later. 50. The mask used in Halloween is a modified Star Trek William Shatner mask. 51. Molly Ringwald was offered the lead role in Scream. 52. A guy sued Warner Bros after he was injured while fainting during a screening of
The Exorcist. They settled out of court (meaning, dude got $$$). The Evil Dead cabin is haunted in real life. 53. The cabin used in The Evil Dead has a pretty dark history. A man built the cabin and then right after he finished it died. 54. Here is true event about spooky premonitions. According to IMDB, the actor in the Twilight Zone movie, Vic
Morrow, predicted his death. As Vic Morrow was waiting to film what would turn out to be the scene that killed him, he said to a production assistant, “I must be out of my mind to be doing this. I should’ve asked for a stunt double. What can they do but kill me, right?!” While he was filming Dirty Mary Crazy Larry (1974), he insisted on having a $1
million life insurance policy before he would shoot any scenes involving the helicopter in which he was due to ride. He was very insistent, and when asked why, Morrow replied “I have always had a premonition I was going to die in a helicopter crash!” 55. In Ouija: Origin of Evil the three rules for the board (don’t play alone, don’t play in a graveyard,
and always say goodbye) are not given as instructions in the real Hasbro Ouija board game. 56. When filming American Psycho, clothing brands did not want Patrick Bateman wearing their clothes during violent scenes. So this fashionable serial killer make the costume production team work on overdrive to ensure no brands were associated with the
murderous scenes. 57. New Line Cinema is sometimes called “The House That Freddy Built” because they were on the verge of bankruptcy before the success of A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984). Freddy saved New Line Cinema from bankruptcy. 58. Consider this UFO incident. In the movie The Fourth Kind alien abductees recall seeing an owl
before experiencing missing time (being abducted). This references a real life phenomena in which people who claim to have experiences with UFOs or aliens recall seeing an owl before the events began 59. The actress who played Emily Rose, Jennifer Carpenter, was cast immediately after the director saw her audition, because her performance was
so frightening. 60. Director Bryan Bertino based The Strangers on a true story/incident. When he was young, someone showed up at his door wanting to speak with someone that was not there. Later that night many houses were robbed in his neighborhood. 61. Director Miller Drake was fired from Piranha II (1981) and replaced by James Cameron.
Cameron wrote a new script but was also fired after only two weeks. In Cannes as the production was trying to sell the movie, Cameron broke into the editing room to cut his own version of the film. 62. In Evil Dead II (1987) when Ash’s hand becomes possessed and he cuts it off and puts it inside a box, he stacks books on top to keep the hand from
breaking out. The book on top of the pile is A Farewell to Arms. We’ve created this list of 25 fun facts about Horror Movies for your enjoyment and for you to share with friends! Horror movies are a genre of film that aim to elicit feelings of fear, dread, and terror in the audience. These movies often feature supernatural or paranormal elements, as well
as graphic violence and gore. Horror films can be subcategorized into various genres, such as slasher movies, zombie movies, haunted house movies, and psychological horror films. Many horror films are designed to shock and scare viewers, using jump scares, eerie music, and atmospheric lighting to create a sense of suspense and unease. The
horror genre has a long history in cinema, dating back to the silent film era, and remains a popular and enduring genre in contemporary film culture. Here are 25 fun facts about Horror Movies: The first horror movie ever made was Le Manoir Du Diable (The House of the Devil) in 1896, directed by Georges Mélies. The first feature-length horror film
was The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, released in 1920. The word “horror” comes from the Latin word “horridus,” meaning “bristling with fear.” The Exorcist (1973) was the first horror film to be nominated for an Academy Award for Best Picture. Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho (1960) was the first movie to show a toilet flushing on screen. The infamous shower
scene in Psycho took seven days to shoot and features 77 different camera angles. The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974) was inspired by real-life serial killer Ed Gein. The name “Jason” from Friday the 13th (1980) was originally intended for the character of the killer’s mother. The Blair Witch Project (1999) was made on a budget of $60,000 but
grossed over $248 million worldwide. The iconic mask worn by Michael Myers in Halloween (1978) was a Captain Kirk mask from Star Trek painted white. Jaws (1975) was the first movie to ever gross over $100 million at the box office. The Shining (1980) is said to be cursed due to strange occurrences on set and the fact that the hotel where it was
filmed is believed to be haunted. The demonic voice of Pazuzu in The Exorcist was created by combining the voices of Mercedes McCambridge, a heavy smoker and recovering alcoholic, and a lion’s roar. The iconic shower scene in Psycho features no actual nudity. The Silence of the Lambs (1991) is the only horror movie to ever win an Academy
Award for Best Picture. The original title for The Thing (1982) was Who Goes There? The characters in The Evil Dead (1981) were originally intended to be high school students, but the age range was changed to college students due to budget constraints. The Babadook (2014) became a meme on social media due to its resemblance to the character
of the “Gru’s Plan” meme. The Ring (2002) was a remake of a Japanese horror film called Ringu. The original cut of The Exorcist was over three hours long but was later edited down to its current runtime of two hours and 12 minutes. The Conjuring (2013) was based on real-life paranormal investigators Ed and Lorraine Warren. The haunted house in
The Amityville Horror (1979) was actually the scene of a real-life mass murder. The original title for Night of the Living Dead (1968) was Night of the Flesh Eaters, but it was changed due to a copyright issue. The creature in Alien (1979) was originally designed to have eyes, but director Ridley Scott thought it would be scarier without them. The
slasher film genre was largely popularized by the success of Halloween (1978). We hope you enjoyed these fun facts about horror movies! Here are some fun facts about horror movies and the most popular horror movies of all time, in terms of box office success and critical acclaim. The Exorcist (1973) - grossed over $441 million worldwide The Sixth



Sense (1999) - grossed over $672 million worldwide Jaws (1975) - grossed over $470 million worldwide A Quiet Place (2018) - grossed over $340 million worldwide The Conjuring (2013) - grossed over $319 million worldwide Psycho (1960) - grossed over $50 million worldwide (equivalent to over $500 million today) The Shining (1980) - grossed over
$47 million worldwide The Ring (2002) - grossed over $249 million worldwide Get Out (2017) - grossed over $255 million worldwide Halloween (2018) - grossed over $255 million worldwide It’s important to note that this list is not exhaustive and popularity can vary based on a variety of factors, including release date, cultural relevance, and critical
reception. Here are some fun facts about horror movies and the most famous horror movie directors throughout history. Alfred Hitchcock - known as the “Master of Suspense,” Hitchcock directed horror classics such as Psycho (1960) and The Birds (1963). John Carpenter - a pioneer of the slasher film genre, Carpenter directed horror classics such as
Halloween (1978) and The Thing (1982). Wes Craven - known for his ability to subvert horror tropes and create new horror franchises, Craven directed horror classics such as A Nightmare on Elm Street (1984) and Scream (1996). George A. Romero - credited with creating the modern zombie genre, Romero directed horror classics such as Night of
the Living Dead (1968) and Dawn of the Dead (1978). James Wan - a modern horror master, Wan directed horror hits such as Saw (2004), The Conjuring (2013), and Insidious (2010). Dario Argento - an Italian horror icon, Argento directed horror classics such as Suspiria (1977) and Deep Red (1975). Guillermo del Toro - known for his unique visual
style and love of monsters, del Toro directed horror hits such as Pan’s Labyrinth (2006) and The Shape of Water (2017). Tobe Hooper - known for his use of gritty realism and social commentary in horror, Hooper directed horror classics such as The Texas Chainsaw Massacre (1974) and Poltergeist (1982). Sam Raimi - known for his innovative use of
camera work and dark humor in horror, Raimi directed horror classics such as The Evil Dead (1981) and Drag Me to Hell (2009). Jordan Peele - a modern horror icon, Peele directed horror hits such as Get Out (2017) and Us (2019), which explore social and political issues through the horror genre. Here are another 25 random fun facts about Earth:
There are several reasons why people enjoy watching horror movies, and these can vary from person to person. In addition to the fun facts about horror movies, here are some of the most common reasons: Adrenaline Rush: Horror movies can create a sense of excitement and suspense that can trigger the release of adrenaline in the body, which can
be an exhilarating experience. Escapism: Horror movies can provide a temporary escape from reality and allow viewers to immerse themselves in a different world. Catharsis: Watching horror movies can provide a sense of emotional release, as viewers can experience fear and anxiety in a safe and controlled environment. Social Bonding: Horror
movies can be a shared experience among friends and family, creating a sense of community and shared excitement. Thrill Seeking: Some people simply enjoy the thrill of being scared, and horror movies can provide a controlled way to experience fear. Psychological Exploration: Horror movies can explore deeper psychological themes, such as fear,
trauma, and the human psyche, which can be intellectually stimulating for some viewers. It’s important to note that not everyone enjoys horror movies, and some people may find them too frightening or disturbing. Here are some fun facts about the first horror movie. The first recognized horror movie is generally considered to be “Le Manoir du
Diable” (“The House of the Devil”), a silent short film directed by Georges Mélies in 1896. The movie is just over three minutes long and features several supernatural elements, including bats, witches, and a demon. In the film, a man enters a spooky castle and is tormented by various supernatural creatures until he finally defeats the devil himself.
While the film may not be as scary as modern horror movies, it was groundbreaking for its time and set the stage for the horror genre to come. It was also notable for its use of special effects and innovative techniques, which were pioneered by Mélies himself. Here are some more horror movie fun facts about horror movie records. Highest Grossing
Horror Movie: It (2017) currently holds the record for the highest grossing horror movie of all time, having earned over $700 million worldwide. Longest Horror Movie Franchise: The Godzilla franchise currently holds the record for the longest horror movie franchise, with over 35 films released since the first movie in 1954. Most Expensive Horror
Movie: The most expensive horror movie ever made is reportedly The Wolfman (2010), with a reported production budget of $150 million. Most Successful Horror Movie Franchise: The most successful horror movie franchise in terms of box office earnings is the Resident Evil series, which has grossed over $1.2 billion worldwide across its six films.
Most Awards Won by a Horror Movie: The most awards won by a horror movie is currently held by The Silence of the Lambs (1991), which won five Academy Awards, including Best Picture. Most Horror Movie Sequels: The horror movie franchise with the most sequels is the Friday the 13th series, which has 12 sequels in addition to the original film.
Most Consecutive Horror Movie Sequels: The Hellraiser franchise currently holds the record for the most consecutive horror movie sequels, with nine films released in a row from 1987 to 2011. Horror movies are eligible for many of the same awards as other genres, including major awards like the Academy Awards and Golden Globe Awards.
However, there are also several specialized awards given specifically for horror movies. Here are some more fun facts about horror movie awards. Saturn Awards: The Saturn Awards are presented annually by the Academy of Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror Films to honor the best in science fiction, fantasy, and horror across film and television.
Fangoria Chainsaw Awards: The Fangoria Chainsaw Awards are presented by the horror magazine Fangoria to honor the best in horror across film and television. Scream Awards: The Scream Awards were an annual awards show presented by Spike TV from 2006 to 2011 to honor the best in horror, sci-fi, and fantasy across film, television, and comic
books. Horror Writers Association Bram Stoker Awards: The Bram Stoker Awards are presented annually by the Horror Writers Association to honor the best in horror writing across various categories, including novels, short stories, and screenplays. Golden Raspberry Awards (Razzies): While not specifically for horror movies, the Golden Raspberry
Awards are presented annually to honor the worst in film, and many horror movies have been nominated for (and sometimes won) Razzies over the years. In addition to the fun facts about horror movies, here are some quotes about them: “Horror movies are the best date movies. There’s no wondering, “‘When do I put my arm around her?’ You've got
your arm around her the whole time.” - Vince Vaughn “Horror movies are the most important genre in cinema.” - Guillermo del Toro “Horror movies are like a massage for the adrenal gland.” - Wes Craven “Horror movies don’t exist on their own. They’'re like a virus. They get into you, and they make you feel ill.” - Dario Argento “Horror movies are
the most fun to make because you’'re constantly coming up with new ways to scare people.” - James Wan “Horror movies tap into our primal fears and desires. They give us a controlled way to experience our deepest fears and face them head-on.” - Jordan Peele “Horror movies are a way of confronting our fears and anxieties in a safe and controlled
environment. They allow us to explore the darker aspects of the human psyche.” - Stephen King “Horror movies are like roller coasters. They give you a controlled thrill ride that you can get off at any time.” - Eli Roth “Horror movies are an escape from reality, but they also reflect the anxieties of our time.” - John Carpenter “Horror movies are the
ultimate form of entertainment. They make you laugh, they make you cry, and they make you scream.” - Robert Englund We hope you enjoyed these fun facts about horror movies! Earth, The Body, Calendar, Holidays, Sports, Nature, Inventions, Animals, Unique Sea Animals, Plants, Trees, Insects, Birds, Computers, Carnivorous Plants, Sustainable
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