
	

https://pebutowijiz.tugoduzak.com/457484848684211833626544351837825146777551?xadojojisesegusoxugolobajojepesoparonoloweweketurelujebefonufanuwilowavadisilizaluxikeremukamepi=fijitivorovipabunojopibudafizafevibexasarakerifupetifadusebarerazasudurubuzegenojekigiligozetidorubafagufapukilisosapenuxubagogijejejatujuxododapirewepirireparowerowetewijejurekozozufinuxetisusojaderulos&utm_term=what+was+the+best+fighter+aircraft+of+world+war+ii&wonanaresuxirixupezobudogebisubikidis=jikejafamopasivirazasevuxubajimovoxidilojifulegawujitejipedabadefewurupisunejifetezofusiwefomaxubufojavipuwadigedipamoniku
































Published:	Jan	12,	2024written	by	Greg	Beyer,	BA	History	&	Linguistics,	Journalism	Diploma	From	1939	to	1945,	the	skies	over	Europe,	North	Africa,	and	the	Pacific	buzzed	and	roared	with	the	propellers	and	jet	engines	of	deadly	fighter	aircraft.	With	a	steely-eyed	gaze,	the	pilots	of	these	airplanes	hunted	their	quarry,	battling	for	supremacy	in	the
air.	On	the	ground,	huge	factories	churned	out	the	frames	for	these	aircraft	to	replace	the	losses	in	the	skies	as	the	deadly	rain	of	bullets	chewed	up	metal	and	took	its	toll	on	the	air	forces	of	the	combatants.	Many	of	these	airplanes	will	be	remembered	for	their	contribution	to	the	war.	Their	deadly	designs	still	evoke	powerful	feelings	of	respect	and
admiration	today.	Here	are	nine	of	the	greatest	fighter	planes	to	take	to	the	skies	during	the	Second	World	War	1.	Mitsubishi	A6M	ZeroMitsubishi	A6M	Zero.	Source:	Commemorative	Air	Force	Southern	Californian	Wing	With	its	excellent	maneuverability	and	considerably	long	range,	the	Japanese	Zero	was	considered	the	best	carrier-based	fighter
aircraft	of	the	entire	war.	For	the	first	few	years	after	the	US	entry	into	the	war,	the	Zero	outperformed	all	American	counterparts.	It	was	well	respected	and	feared	by	the	pilots	of	the	American	Army	Air	Corps,	especially	since	the	first	few	months	of	the	Pacific	war	between	America	and	the	Japanese	saw	the	Zero	achieve	a	kill	ratio	of	12	to	1!	The
American	armed	forces	adapted	quickly	and	introduced	measures	to	level	the	playing	field	and,	by	mid-1942,	had	achieved	par	with	the	Japanese	aerial	kill	ratio.	By	1944,	the	firepower,	armor,	and	speed	of	the	Zero	was	eventually	matched.	Better	versions	of	the	plane	were	difficult	to	organize	in	the	face	of	production	delays	and	American	bombers
being	able	to	reach	the	Japanese	Home	Islands	from	aircraft	carriers.	Nevertheless,	the	Mitsubishi	A6M	was	used	till	the	very	end	of	the	war,	frequently	being	employed	as	a	kamikaze	weapon.	The	backbone	of	the	Imperial	Japanese	Navy	Air	Service	in	the	Second	World	War,	the	Zero	is	honored	as	a	classic	and	deadly	WWII	aircraft.	2.	Hawker
HurricaneThe	Hawker	Hurricane,	the	unsung	hero	of	the	Battle	of	Britain.	Source:	BAE	Systems	With	its	first	prototype	flight	as	early	as	1935	and	14,487	planes	built	in	the	following	years,	the	Hawker	Hurricane	formed	the	bulk	of	the	RAFs	fighter	fleet.	With	its	light	frame	built	primarily	from	a	wooden	box	girder	supported	by	high	tensile	steel	and
duralumin,	the	Hurricane	was	inexpensive	to	produce,	and	a	number	of	versions	were	completed	during	the	war	for	different	purposes.	Its	main	intention,	however,	was	to	be	a	dogfighter	against	the	German	Messerschmitt	Bf-109,	the	main	fighter	of	the	Luftwaffe.	This	was	a	daunting	task,	and	the	Hurricane	was	aided	in	its	fight	by	the	Supermarine
Spitfire	(#5	on	this	list).	Despite	inflicting	60%	of	all	the	German	casualties	during	the	Battle	of	Britain,	the	spotlight	went	to	the	Spitfire.	A	superior	aircraft	with	an	attractive	design,	the	Spitfire	overshadows	the	Hurricane	in	public	memory.	It	should	never	be	forgotten	that	the	Hawker	Hurricane,	an	unsung	underdog,	was	the	real	hero	of	the	Battle
of	Britain.	3.	Messerschmitt	Bf	109Messerschmitt	Bf	109.	Source:	Wikimedia	Commons	When	the	Messerschmitt	Bf	109	entered	service	in	1937,	it	was	one	of	the	most	advanced	fighters	at	the	time.	Built	from	an	all-metal	structural	skin,	this	aircraft	went	into	combat	as	soon	as	it	was	invented,	seeing	action	during	the	Spanish	Civil	War	as	part	of	the
German	Condor	Legion	that	supported	Francos	Nationalists.	The	Bf	109	was	produced	in	vast	quantities,	with	a	total	of	34,248	being	built	until	April	1945.	With	such	a	huge	number	being	active	in	the	skies	over	Europe,	Africa,	and	the	Mediterranean,	it	is	also	the	fighter	plane	with	the	most	kills	in	history.	Over	20,000	kills	have	been	attributed	to
the	Bf	109,	including	all	352	planes	shot	down	by	Erich	Hartmann,	one	of	the	most	prolific	fighter	aces	of	all	time.	With	their	distinctive	nose	cone,	generally	painted	yellow,	these	fighter	planes	were	easily	recognizable	and	terrified	their	enemies	for	eight	years	before	being	retired	by	the	Luftwaffe	in	1945	upon	the	defeat	of	Nazi	Germany.	Ironically,
the	aircraft	found	a	new	lease	of	life	as	part	of	the	Israeli	Air	Force	and	saw	action	during	the	1948	Arab-Israeli	War.	4.	Focke-Wulf	FW-190The	Focke-Wulf	FW-190	is	regarded	by	many	to	be	one	of	the	best	fighters	of	the	entire	war.	Source:	Smithsonian	Institution	Inarguably	one	of	the	best	World	War	2	fighter	planes,	the	FW-190	was	introduced
into	the	German	Luftwaffe	in	1941	and	was	produced	in	significant	quantities,	augmenting	the	Bf	109,	which	formed	the	Luftwaffes	backbone.	With	a	large	BMW	engine,	the	plane	could	hit	a	top	speed	of	410	mph.	The	main	feature	of	the	FW-190	was	the	excessive	armament.	It	had	a	nose-mounted	machine	gun,	0.8-inch	cannons	on	the	wing	roots,
and	two	more	cannons	mounted	on	the	mid-wing.	It	was	a	far	more	powerful	machine	than	the	Bf	109,	and	German	pilots	who	flew	both	aircraft	favored	the	FW-190	as	being	far	superior.	Continued	development	throughout	the	war	made	the	FW-190	even	more	powerful,	and	its	extreme	popularity	led	to	over	20,000	being	built.	5.	Supermarine
SpitfireSupermarine	Spitfire,	an	iconic	and	much-loved	symbol	of	the	RAF.	Source:	Ultimate	Warbird	Flights	Regarded	(at	least	by	the	British)	as	one	of	the	most	beautiful	fighter	aircraft	of	the	war,	the	Supermarine	Spitfire	became	a	symbol	for	the	RAF,	and	it	is,	by	far,	the	most	famous	RAF	fighter	of	the	Second	World	War.	This	short-range,	high-
performance	interceptor	was	the	hunter	of	the	skies	designed	to	eliminate	enemy	fighters	quickly	and	efficiently.	After	the	Battle	of	Britain,	the	Spitfire	was	adopted	as	the	main	fighter	aircraft	of	the	RAF,	replacing	the	Hurricane.	Over	20,000	Spitfires	were	built	and	continued	to	serve	long	after	the	war	ended,	eventually	retiring	in	1961.	With	their
trademark	elliptical	wing	shape,	these	aircraft	are	still	flying.	Around	70	of	them	are	still	airworthy	and	take	to	the	skies	in	regular	airshows.	Many	others	are	displayed	in	museums	in	Britain	and	around	the	world.	6.	P-51	MustangThe	legendary	North	American	Aviation	P-51	Mustang.	Source:	National	Museum	of	the	United	States	Air	Force,	Dayton
Designed	in	1940	and	entering	service	in	1942,	the	North	American	Aviation	P-51	Mustang	played	an	undeniable	part	in	ensuring	the	defeat	of	the	Axis	forces.	This	was	the	deadliest	and	most	capable	fighter	to	come	from	the	United	States.	When	it	appeared	over	the	skies	of	Europe,	it	helped	finish	off	what	was	left	of	the	Luftwaffe.	The	original
aircraft	had	limited	performance	at	high	altitudes	and	was	delivered	to	the	RAF	to	help	in	the	war	in	Europe.	The	British	replaced	the	Allison	engine	with	a	Rolls-Royce	Merlin	engine.	This	solved	the	problem	and	greatly	enhanced	the	performance	of	the	aircraft.	With	this	development,	the	Americans	thereafter	built	the	plane	with	a	Packard	V-1650-7
engine,	which	was	a	licensed	version	of	the	Rolls-Royce	Merlin.	Throughout	its	life	during	the	Second	World	War,	Mustang	pilots	claimed	4,950	kills.	After	the	war,	the	Mustang	formed	part	of	the	US	Air	Force	during	the	Korean	War	before	being	replaced	with	the	F-86	Sabre.	More	than	15,000	Mustangs	were	built,	and	it	entered	the	history	books	as
a	memorable	part	of	Americana,	still	flying	in	air	shows	and	being	widely	depicted	in	art.	7.	Douglas	SBD	DauntlessDouglas	SBD	Dauntless.	Source:	Erickson	Aircraft	Collection	The	Douglas	SBD	Dauntless	was	a	naval	scout	plane	and	patrol	bomber	known	as	Slow	But	Deadly	for	its	underrated	effectiveness.	Its	robust	design	allowed	for	steep	dive-
bombing	attacks	with	remarkable	accuracy	and	possessed	a	good	range	for	naval	operations.	It	was	well-armed	with	forward-fixed	machine	guns	and	rear-flexible	mounted	machine	guns.	The	Scout	Bomber	Douglas	played	its	most	important	role	at	the	Battle	of	Midway,	during	which	it	sank	four	Japanese	aircraft	carriers,	turning	the	tables	in	the
Pacific	War.	Its	accuracy	and	ruggedness	made	it	highly	effective	against	cargo	transport	ships,	hindering	Japanese	naval	operations.	Though	a	ground	attack	aircraft	rather	than	a	fighter	in	the	traditional	sense,	the	SBD	Dauntlesss	combat	record	and	strategic	importance	solidify	its	place	as	one	of	the	most	influential	aircraft	of	World	War	II	and	in
the	history	of	the	Army	Air	Forces.	8.	Yakovlev	Yak-3The	Soviet	Yak-3.	Source:	Commemorative	Air	Force	Southern	Californian	Wing	The	Soviet	Air	Forces	had	several	very	good	fighter	planes	in	the	latter	stages	of	the	war.	The	debate	over	which	one	constitutes	the	best	fighter	plane	is	hotly	contested.	The	Yakovlev	Yak-3	is	a	powerful	contender	for
that	top	spot,	given	its	track	record.	Heavily	outclassed	in	the	air	until	the	end	of	1942	and	well	into	1943,	the	Soviet	Union	still	managed	to	turn	the	tide	of	the	war	on	the	ground.	To	capitalize	on	their	successes,	they	needed	to	be	able	to	take	on	the	Luftwaffe,	and	the	wooden-winged	Yak-1	was	no	match	for	the	fighter	aircraft	at	the	disposal	of	the
Germans.	In	the	summer	of	1944,	the	Yak-3	took	to	the	skies	and	proved	an	easy	match	for	the	German	aircraft.	The	Yak-3	was	a	very	light	aircraft	and	was	exceedingly	fast.	On	June	16,	1944,	18	Yak-3s	went	up	against	24	German	aircraft	and	destroyed	15	of	them,	in	the	process	only	losing	one	Yak-3	destroyed	and	one	damaged.	The	following	day,
eight	Yak-3s	attacked	a	formation	of	60	German	aircraft,	including	a	fighter	escort.	In	the	ensuing	dogfight,	the	Germans	lost	three	Ju	87s	and	four	Bf	109s,	while	none	of	the	Yak-3s	were	lost.	The	Yak-3	became	a	fast	favorite	of	the	fighter	squadron	Normandie-Nieman	group	and	later	a	regiment	of	three	squadrons	of	French	pilots	who	fought	on	the
Eastern	Front	against	the	Germans.	They	even	favored	the	fast	and	maneuverable	Yak-3	over	Western	aircraft.	8.	Messerschmitt	Me	262Messerschmitt	Me-262.	Source:	Rene	Folvarcny/European	Air	Shows	Powered	by	two	Junker	Jumo	004B	turbofan	engines,	the	Messerschmitt	Me	262	was	the	first	operational	jet-powered	fighter,	and	it	had	an
incredible	top	speed	of	560	miles	per	hour.	It	was	so	fast	that	the	Allied	air	forces	really	could	not	compete	with	it	in	the	air	and	doubled	up	on	efforts	to	find	where	the	aircraft	were	parked	to	destroy	them	on	the	ground	before	they	had	a	chance	to	take	off.	Fortunately	for	the	Allies,	they	had	almost	complete	air	superiority	in	terms	of	numbers,	and
the	Me	262	Wunderwaffe	arrived	far	too	late	in	the	war	to	effect	any	significant	change.	A	Supermarine	Spitfire	(left)	and	a	Hawker	Hurricane	of	the	RAF.	Source:	BBC	The	Second	World	War	was	a	period	of	revolutionary	advances	in	aerial	technology.	At	the	beginning	of	the	war,	many	air	forces	were	equipped	with	outdated	biplanes.	The	RAFs	(and
the	Western	Allies)	leading	air	ace,	Marmaduke	Pat	Pattle,	scored	most	of	his	kills	in	a	Gloster	Gladiator	biplane	before	taking	up	the	Hawker	Hurricane	and	thereafter	being	shot	down	over	Greece	in	1941.	By	the	end	of	the	War,	the	skies	were	ablaze	with	the	blast	of	jet	engines	as	Nazi	Germany	tried	to	stave	off	inevitable	defeat.	Today,	these
aircraft	are	all	appreciated	by	aviation	enthusiasts	as	beautiful	machines	that	defined	a	bloody	era	in	human	history.	Over	a	period	of	six	years	of	conflict,	from	1939	to	1945,	aircraft	designs	had	progressed	in	leaps	and	bounds.From	the	obsolete	biplane	to	the	worlds	first	jet	fighter,	from	crude	two-engined	bombers	to	radical	designs	of	the	B-29
Superfortress	heavy	bombers,	World	War	Two	had	seen	the	most	radical	use	of	aircraft	in	the	battlefield.Here	are	ten	of	the	best!Soviet	Yakovlev	Yak-3	Yakovlev	Yak-3M	ZK-YYY,	at	the	Classic	Fighters	2015	airshow,	Blenheim,	New	Zealand	By	Oren	RozenThe	Soviet	Yak	fighter	(Yakovlev	Yak-3)	was	a	Soviet	dog-fighter	jet	that	was	used	in	World	War
2.	This	was	a	robust	craft,	and	its	maintenance	was	very	easy	therefore	making	it	liked	by	all	ground	crew	and	pilots.	They	were	first	developed	in	1941	but	didnt	see	service	until	three	years	later,	1944.	4848	of	these	jets	were	manufactured	in	total.	Their	main	use	was	as	tactical	fighters,	engaging	in	dogfights	in	the	lower	sky	(13,000	ft	and
lower).The	Yak	was	considered	to	be	one	of	the	lightest	and	smallest	jets	to	be	used	as	a	major	combat	fighter	from	all	the	other	combat	fighters	that	were	used	within	World	War	2.	It	provided	excellent	performance	due	to	its	power-to-weight	ratio,	which	was	extremely	high.World	War	2	French	ace,	Marcel	Albert,	considered	the	Yak	to	be	a	far
superior	aircraft	to	the	Spitfire	and	P-51D	Mustang,	having	flown	the	Yak	in	the	USSR.Following	the	end	of	the	War,	the	Yak	flew	with	the	Polish	and	Yugoslav	Air	Forces	and	then,	in	1952,	retired	from	service.Messerschmitt	Me	262	The	Germans	began	designing	this	jet-powered	aircraft	before	the	Second	World	War	even	started.	They	had	engine
problems	and	interference	from	top-level	officials	that	kept	this	amazing	machine	grounded	until	1944.It	was	faster	than	any	Allied	aircraft	including	the	British	Gloster	Meteor	and	it	was	heavily	armored	as	well.	The	262	was	used	in	many	situations	like	the	light	bomber,	might	fighters	and	reconnaissance.The	Pilots	that	flew	the	262	had	542
confirmed	allied	kills,	though	some	believe	it	may	have	been	higher.	The	only	way	the	Allies	had	a	chance	of	winning	were	to	destroy	the	planes	before	they	could	even	get	off	the	ground.With	its	engine	reliability	issues	and	the	Allied	attacks	of	oilfields,	this	plane	became	very	ineffective	in	late-war	situations.	With	all	this	the	262	had	almost	no	real
effect	on	the	war	as	a	whole,	they	were	placed	into	actions	too	late,	and	not	enough	of	them	were	ever	made.Grumman	F6F	Hellcat	The	F6F	was	the	plane	that	carried	the	US	on	its	back	all	the	way	to	the	gates	of	Tokyo.	The	F6F	was	a	very	good	rival	to	the	Vought	F4U	Corsair	at	being	a	carrier-based	fighter.The	F6F	was,	much	better	at	carrier
landings,	however,	which	made	the	Hellcat	a	very	viable	option	as	the	main	fighter	for	the	Navy	in	World	War	II.	The	F4U	was	used	mostly	in	land-based	missions	by	the	U.S.	Marine	Corps.The	F6F	was	similar	to	the	Wildcat	in	a	few	ways	but	was	actually	a	completely	new	design;	it	was	powered	by	a	2,000	HP	engine,	the	same	engine	that	was	in	the
F4U	and	the	P-47	Thunderbolt	Fighters.	The	F6F	was	actually	called	the	Wildcats	big	brother.The	F6F	was	an	amazing	carrier-fighter,	it	debuted	in	1943,	in	an	attempt	to	counter	the	amazing	Mitsubishi	A6M	Zero	and	it	helped	to	secure	air	superiority	in	the	Pacific.	The	quality	came	from	its	straightforward	and	basic	design,	the	F6F	was	almost
never	modified	and	had	a	total	of	12,200	built	in	just	two	years.The	F6F	was	credited	with	destroying	over	5,000	aircraft	while	in	service	for	both	the	U.S.	and	the	Royal	Navys	Fleet	Air	Arm.	No	other	Allied	naval	aircraft	even	came	close,	after	the	war	the	F6F	was	slowly	fazed	out	of	frontline	mission	but	was	still	used	as	a	night	fighter	up	until
1954.Focke-Wulf	Fw-190	The	190	is	literally	one	of	the	best	fighters	of	all	time,	no	Allied	plane	that	fought	against	it	will	ever	forget	what	it	could	do.	It	was	introduced	in	1941;	the	fighter	almost	immediately	started	to	tear	through	the	RAF	and	was	putting	down	major	punishment	of	Allied	bombers.The	190	was	highly	respected	by	all	the	Allied
pilots	and	it	was	a	perfect	fighter,	fighter-bomber,	and	anti-tank	aircraft.	Oberleutnant	Otto	Kittel	who	was	an	amazing	pilot	scored	almost	all	of	his	267	killed	in	a	190.The	190	was	a	single-engine,	single-seat	fighter	designed	by	Kurt	Tank.	It	had	a	counterpart,	the	Messerschmitt	Bf	109,	but	the	190	became	the	backbone	of	the	Luftwaffes	Jagdwaffe
(Fighter	Force).It	was	powered	by	a	BMW	engine	and	because	of	this	it	was	able	to	lift	larger	loads	than	the	109,	it	also	allowed	it	to	be	used	as	a	night-fighter,	day-fighter,	ground-attack	aircraft	and	fighter-bomber.Messerschmitt	Bf	109	If	you	look	at	Aviation	history	then	you	will	see	that	the	109	was	one	of	the	best	planes	of	all	time.	It	even	rivaled
the	British	Spitfire,	which	is	an	amazing	feat.It	was	graceful	in	the	air	as	a	dancer,	no	other	plane	could	even	touch	it	in	high	altitudes,	however	when	it	accompanied	bombers	over	Great	Britain	it	usually	fought	at	low	altitudes,	which	it	was	not	made	for.	It	carried	20mm	cannons,	and	it	would	become	the	most	important	fighter	plane	in	the
Luftwaffe.The	109	was	a	German	World	War	II	fighter	aircraft	designed	by	two	men	by	the	names	of	Robert	Lusser	and	Willy	Messerschmitt	during	the	1930s.	The	109	was	one	of	the	only	true	modern	planes	in	the	war;	it	included	features	such	as	a	retractable	landing	gear,	all-metal	monocoque	construction,	and	a	closed	canopy.	It	was	actually
powered	by	a	liquid-cooled,	inverted-V12	Aero	engine.It	was	first	used	in	the	Spanish	Civil	war	and	even	stayed	in	use	until	the	dawn	of	the	jet	age	near	the	end	of	World	War	II;	it	was	still	the	backbone	of	the	Luftwaffes	Fighter	Force.	Slowly	but	surely	it	was	being	replaced	by	the	superior	Focke-Wulf	Fw	190.The	original	plan	for	the	109	was	for	it	to
be	an	interceptor,	but	later	models	were	built	for	a	variety	of	tasks,	fighter-bomber,	day-fighter,	night-fighter,	all-weather	fighter,	recon	plane,	ground-attack	aircraft	and	of	course	a	bomber	escort.The	109	was	the	most	produced	fighter	in	history,	they	produced	a	total	of	33,984	airframes	from	1936	-1945.P-51	Mustang	The	P-51	Mustang	Fighter,	a
North	American	Aviation,	is	one	of	the	most	iconic	fighter	/	fighter	bombers	that	is	single-seated	and	was	used	during	World	War	2.	In	total	over	15,000	of	these	were	manufactured.The	Mustang	was	designed	originally	to	be	used	with	the	Allison	V-1710	engine	making	it	a	very	good	aircraft.	When	the	B	&	C	models	were	made	of	the	P-51,	they	added
a	Rolls	Royce	Merlin	engine	and	this	completely	transformed	its	performance	at	high	altitude	(15,000+	feet)	which	meant	it	matched	or	even	bettered	that	of	the	Luftwaffes	fighter	jets.The	final	version	of	the	P-51	was	the	P-51D,	and	this	was	powered	by	yet	another	engine,	the	Packard	V-1650-7,	and	was	fully	armed	with	.50	caliber	M2	machine	guns
(6	in	total	on	each	jet).From	late	in	1943	P-51s	were	used	to	escortbombers	in	raids	over	occupied	Europe	and	over	Germany,	all	the	way	to	Berlin.	The	P-51s	with	the	Merlin	engines	were	also	used	as	fighter-bombers	which	made	sure	that	the	Allied	ruled	supreme	in	the	air	in	1944.The	P-51	was	also	used	in	service	with	Allied	air	forces	in	Italian,
Mediterranean	and	North	African	areas	of	service	and	also	saw	action	in	the	Pacific	War	against	the	Japanese.	Within	World	War	2,	P-51	pilots	claim	to	have	shot	down	4,950	enemy	aircraft.P-38	Lightning	Want	to	know	about	one	of	the	greatest	Allied	fighters	ever?	How	about	two	turbocharged	engines,	range,	firepower	and	the	best	aerodynamics	of
the	era	made	the	P-38	one	of	the	top	choices	ever.	Its	only	drawback	was	its	altitude	capabilities	but	even	still,	it	dominated	the	Pacific.The	P-38	with	its	iconic	twin	booms	and	a	single,	central	nacelle	in	the	cockpit	and	armament	were	contained	was	nicknamed	the	fork-tailed	devil	by	the	Luftwaffe	and	two	planes,	one	pilot	by	the	Japanese.The	P-38
had	many	roles	which	included	dive	bombing,	ground-attack,	level	bombing,	interception,	recon,	night	fighting,	evacuation	mission,	radar	and	visual	pathfinding	for	bombers,	and	long-range	fighting.The	P-38	saw	most	of	its	success	in	the	Pacific	and	China-Burma-India	Operations;	it	was	used	by	the	U.S.	top	ace	pilots,	Charles	H.	MacDonald	(36
victories),	Thomas	McGuire	(38	victories)	and	Richard	Bong	(40	Victories).The	P-38	was	the	main	fighter	in	the	Southwest	Pacific	Theater	until	a	large	force	of	P-51D	Mustangs	was	brought	in	towards	the	end	of	the	war.P-47	Thunderbolt	The	Thunderbolt	was	one	of	the	heaviest	and	largest	fighter	planes	ever	built;	it	was	also	only	powered	by	a	single
piston	engine.	It	was	only	built	from	1941-1945	and	was	equipped	with	eight	.50-calibre	machine	guns,	four	per	wing	which	were	absolutely	devastating.When	it	had	a	full	payload	the	Thunderbolt	weighed	around	8	tons;	it	would	carry	five-inch	rockets	or	just	a	single	bomb	that	weighed	2,500	pounds;	it	could	even	carry	over	half	of	the	B-17	which
was	insane	for	a	fighter	plane.It	even	out	killed	the	P-51	Mustang	during	the	first	three	months	of	1944,	having	540	kills	to	the	Mustangs	389,	but	eventually	the	Mustang	over	took	it	in	kills,	972	for	the	Mustang	and	409	for	the	P-47	in	the	second	quarter	of	the	year.	The	Thunderbolt	even	flew	more	attack	missions	than	the	P-51s,	P-40s	and	P-38s
combined.Not	only	was	the	Thunderbolt	one	of	the	main	fighters	for	the	U.S.	in	World	War	II,	but	also	served	with	the	British,	French,	and	Russians.	Brazilian	and	Mexican	squadrons	were	given	the	P-47	instead.The	cockpit	was	roomy	and	very	comfortable,	the	pilot	had	an	amazing	line	of	sight.	Even	today	the	Thunderbolt	name	lives	on	with	the
Fairchild	Republic	A-10	Thunderbolt	II.Spitfire	The	Spitfire	is	most	likely	the	most	famous	aircraft	from	the	World	War	II	era.	It	was	the	king	of	low-altitudes,	it	will	be	known	forever	as	the	plane	that	turned	the	tide	in	the	Battle	of	Britain.Its	main	foe	in	that	battle	was	the	109,	the	Spitfire	made	the	Germans	stay	low	with	their	bombers,	which	was	not
ideal	for	the	109	but	it	was	perfect	for	the	Spitfire.In	the	Battle	of	Britain,	the	Spitfire	gained	fame	by	having	the	highest	victory-to-loss	ratio	among	British	aircraft.	Bob	Tuck	(27	kills),	Johnnie	Johnson	(34	kills)	and	Douglas	Bader	(20	Kills)	were	the	ace	fighters	in	that	battle.The	Spitfire	was	also	the	most	produced	fighter	for	the	British	and	was
continuously	produced	throughout	the	war.Mitsubishi	Zero	When	the	Zero	was	first	introduced	into	the	war	it	was	considered	the	absolute	standard	in	carrier-based	fighters,	combining	both	long	range	and	maneuverability.	During	the	early	part	of	the	war	it	became	the	most	feared	dogfighter	of	all	of	the	aircraft	in	existence,	its	average	kill-to-death
ratio	was	12	to	1.But	by	1943	the	introduction	of	better	equipment	and	tactics	made	it	where	the	Allied	pilots	could	compete	with	the	Zero.The	IJNAS	would	also	use	the	Zero	as	a	land-based	fighter.	In	1943,	the	weaknesses	of	the	Zero	were	really	starting	to	show,	it	could	no	longer	compete	against	the	newer	planes	coming	in	with	their	greater
speed,	firepower,	armor	and	their	ability	to	match	its	maneuverability.Even	though	the	Zero	was	outdated	by	1944,	the	plane	was	still	in	use	on	the	front	lines	because	of	newer	designs	being	pushed	back	and	the	Japanese	having	production	difficulties.During	the	final	years	of	World	War	II,	the	Zero	was	even	used	in	kamikaze	mission.	The	Zero	was
the	most	produced	aircraft	for	the	Japanese	during	World	War	II.	Joris	Nieuwint	is	a	battlefield	guide	for	the	Operation	Market	Garden	area.	His	primary	focus	is	on	the	Allied	operations	from	September	17th,	1944	onwards.	Having	lived	in	the	Market	Garden	area	for	25	years,	he	has	been	studying	the	events	for	nearly	as	long.	He	has	a	deep
understanding	of	the	history	and	a	passion	for	sharing	the	stories	of	the	men	who	are	no	longer	with	us.	@joris1944	facebook.com/joris.nieuwint	Skip	to	content	The	Best	Fighter	Planes	of	World	War	2:	A	Comprehensive	Overview.Fighter	Planes	of	World	War	2What	were	the	best	fighters	of	the	Second	World	War?	World	War	II	saw	the	skies
dominated	by	some	of	the	most	iconic	fighter	planes	in	history.	These	aircraft	were	crucial	to	both	Axis	and	Allied	powers,	shaping	the	outcome	of	numerous	battles.	Advanced	designs	and	engineering	made	them	formidable	weapons	that	continue	to	be	recognized	for	their	contributions	to	the	war	effort.From	the	Pacific	to	the	European	theaters,
these	planes	showcased	remarkable	speed,	agility,	and	firepower.	Many	of	these	fighters	were	produced	in	large	numbers	and	played	significant	roles	in	establishing	air	superiority.	Their	legacy	lives	on,	continuing	to	influence	aviation	technology	and	popular	culture	today.	Supermarine	SpitfireA	Spitfire	fighter	in	its	element	during	the	Battle	of
Britain.The	Supermarine	Spitfire	is	one	of	the	most	celebrated	fighter	planes	of	World	War	II.	Designed	by	R.J.	Mitchell	in	the	1930s,	it	played	a	crucial	role	in	many	battles.Its	sleek	design	made	it	an	iconic	symbol.	The	plane	is	praised	for	its	speed,	agility,	and	effectiveness.	It	was	powered	by	the	Rolls-Royce	Merlin	engine.The	Spitfire	had	a
wingspan	of	36	feet	10	inches.	This	contributed	to	its	excellent	flight	performance.	It	excelled	in	aerial	dogfights	and	was	a	favorite	of	pilots.The	Spitfire	was	used	by	the	Royal	Air	Force,	gaining	fame	during	the	Battle	of	Britain.	It	became	a	symbol	of	British	resilience.Many	variants	of	the	Spitfire	were	produced,	each	improving	upon	the	last.	Its
adaptability	ensured	its	use	throughout	the	war.	More	about	the	Supermarine	Spitfire	Mk	I	2	North	American	P-51	MustangA	fine	picture	of	P-51	D	Mustangs	of	the	8th	Air	Force	361st	Fighter	Group,	based	at	Bottisham	but	soon	headed	for	a	base	in	France	(St	Dizier).	Furthest	from	the	camera	is	a	P-51	B.The	North	American	P-51	Mustang	is	widely
regarded	as	one	of	the	best	fighter	planes	of	World	War	II.	It	was	designed	by	North	American	Aviation	in	1940.	The	British	Purchasing	Commission	needed	a	new	fighter,	leading	to	its	creation.This	aircraft	quickly	proved	its	worth	through	its	impressive	performance.	It	was	capable	of	long-range	missions,	escorting	bombers	deep	into	enemy
territory.	The	P-51	had	a	top	speed	of	about	438	mph	and	was	powered	by	a	1,490	horsepower	engine.Its	range	extended	between	500	to	1,000	miles	with	drop	tanks.	This	capability	allowed	it	to	fly	missions	across	Europe	and	the	Pacific.	It	carried	90	gallons	of	fuel	in	each	wing,	consuming	about	60	gallons	per	hour.The	Mustang	gained	fame	not
only	for	its	speed	and	range	but	also	for	its	impact	in	combat.	P-51	pilots	shot	down	nearly	5,000	enemy	aircraft	during	the	war.	Many	pilots	achieved	ace	status,	marking	the	P-51	as	a	formidable	opponent	in	the	skies.	More	about	the	P-51	Mustang	Messerschmitt	Bf	109Messerschmitt	Bf	109	E-4/Trop	of	JG	27,	North	Africa,	summer	1941.The
Messerschmitt	Bf	109	was	a	key	fighter	plane	in	World	War	II.	It	first	flew	in	1935	and	quickly	became	vital	for	Germanys	Luftwaffe.	It	remained	in	service	until	the	war	ended	in	1945.	This	aircraft	was	noted	for	its	sleek	design	and	advanced	features	for	its	time.Developed	by	Wilhelm	Messerschmitt,	the	Bf	109	combined	speed,	agility,	and	firepower.
It	became	known	as	a	symbol	of	German	air	superiority.	The	plane	was	a	single-seater,	designed	to	provide	excellent	performance	in	aerial	combat.Throughout	the	war,	the	Bf	109	participated	in	numerous	battles	across	different	theaters.	It	played	a	significant	role	in	the	Spanish	Civil	War	before	seeing	extensive	action	in	World	War	II.	The	German
government	funded	its	development	as	part	of	military	rearmament	efforts.The	Bf	109	was	produced	in	large	numbers,	which	allowed	it	to	become	a	staple	of	the	German	air	force.	It	shared	the	spotlight	with	other	fighters	like	the	Focke-Wulf	Fw	190.	Its	impact	on	the	war	effort	was	significant,	making	it	one	of	the	most	important	fighter	planes	of	its
era.	More	about	the	Messerschmitt	Bf	109	Focke-Wulf	Fw	190Fw	190	A-8	at	aircraft	museum	Luftfahrtmuseum	Hannover-Laatzen	(Germany).The	Focke-Wulf	Fw	190	was	a	prominent	German	fighter	plane	during	World	War	II.	Designed	by	Kurt	Tank,	it	was	celebrated	for	its	performance	and	adaptability.	Its	popularity	stemmed	from	its	powerful
BMW	801	radial	engine	and	robust	design.The	Fw	190	was	often	compared	to	the	Messerschmitt	Bf	109,	another	key	German	fighter.	However,	many	pilots	favored	the	Fw	190	due	to	its	superior	firepower	and	maneuverability.	It	was	nicknamed	the	Butcher	Bird	because	of	its	effectiveness	in	combat.Throughout	the	war,	the	Fw	190	underwent
numerous	upgrades,	improving	its	capabilities.	Its	versatility	allowed	it	to	serve	in	various	roles,	including	as	a	bomber	interceptor	and	ground-attack	aircraft.	This	flexibility	made	it	a	vital	component	of	the	Luftwaffes	arsenal.Pilots	appreciated	the	Fw	190s	cockpit	design,	which	offered	good	visibility	and	controls.	It	became	particularly	feared	by	the
Allies	when	it	first	appeared	in	combat,	often	outperforming	earlier	Allied	fighters.The	Fw	190s	impact	on	air	battles	was	significant,	with	many	Allied	aircraft	succumbing	to	its	firepower.	Its	presence	on	the	battlefield	marked	a	notable	advancement	in	aviation	technology	during	the	war	period.	The	Fw	190	remains	one	of	the	most	famous	fighter
planes	from	World	War	II	history.	More	about	the	Fw	190	Yakovlev	Yak-3	The	Yakovlev	Yak-3	was	a	Soviet	fighter	that	played	a	crucial	role	during	World	War	II.	Known	for	its	excellent	agility	and	speed,	the	Yak-3	was	one	of	the	lightest	and	most	compact	fighters	of	its	time.	Its	small	size	and	high	power-to-weight	ratio	allowed	it	to	outmaneuver	many
opponents	in	dogfights.Pilots	and	ground	crews	praised	the	Yak-3	for	its	robustness	and	ease	of	maintenance.	Its	simple	design	made	repairs	straightforward,	even	in	challenging	conditions.	This	reliability	contributed	to	the	Yak-3s	success	and	popularity	among	Soviet	pilots.The	Yak-3	stood	out	for	its	performance	and	played	a	significant	role	in
various	air	battles.	It	was	especially	effective	against	German	aircraft,	proving	to	be	a	major	asset	to	the	Soviet	air	force.Its	streamlined	design	and	effective	power	made	the	Yak-3	a	formidable	aircraft.	This	plane	is	remembered	as	one	of	the	best	Soviet	fighters	of	the	war,	combining	practicality	with	effective	performance	in	combat	situations.	The
Yak-3s	legacy	continues	to	be	admired	by	aviation	enthusiasts	and	historians	alike.	Mitsubishi	A6M	ZeroFormation	of	A6M2	Zeros	with	drop	tanks,	and	with	tailwheels	retracted.	Endurance	reached	eight	hours.The	Mitsubishi	A6M	Zero	was	a	prominent	fighter	aircraft	during	World	War	II.	It	was	developed	by	Mitsubishi	Heavy	Industries	in	Japan.
Introduced	in	1940,	it	quickly	became	the	primary	aircraft	of	the	Imperial	Japanese	Navy.Known	for	its	agility	and	lightweight	design,	the	Zero	was	armed	with	a	powerful	engine.	It	could	reach	impressive	speeds,	making	it	a	formidable	opponent	in	air	combat.	Its	maneuverability	gave	it	an	advantage	in	dogfights	against	other	aircraft.Initially,	the
Zero	outperformed	many	Allied	planes,	mainly	due	to	its	excellent	handling	and	climb	rate.	It	was	crucial	during	campaigns	in	the	Pacific,	including	battles	at	Pearl	Harbor	and	throughout	Southeast	Asia.The	aircraft,	however,	had	limited	armor	and	fuel	capacity.	These	weaknesses	became	more	apparent	as	Allied	forces	improved	their	tactics	and
technology.	Despite	this,	its	early	successes	marked	it	as	one	of	the	most	significant	fighters	of	the	era.Production	continued	until	the	end	of	the	war,	with	various	models	being	developed.	Though	its	influence	waned	as	the	war	progressed,	the	Mitsubishi	A6M	Zero	remains	a	symbol	of	early	Japanese	air	superiority.	More	about	the	Mitsubishi	A6M2
Zero	Vought	F4U	CorsairAmerican	F4U	Corsair	fighter-bomber	on	a	airfield	in	the	jungle.	The	aircraft	is	far	superior	to	almost	all	Japanese	fighters.The	Vought	F4U	Corsair	was	a	standout	fighter	plane	during	World	War	II.	Known	for	its	unique	gull-wing	design,	it	was	introduced	in	1940	and	quickly	recognized	for	its	speed	and	power.	This	airplane
was	powered	by	a	strong	engine,	allowing	it	to	reach	speeds	over	400	mph,	making	it	one	of	the	fastest	fighters	of	its	time.The	Corsair	was	heavily	armed	with	six	.50	caliber	machine	guns.	This	made	it	effective	in	both	air-to-air	combat	and	ground	attacks.	Its	ability	to	deliver	substantial	firepower	made	it	a	favorite	among	pilots	during	intense
battles.Initially	designed	for	the	U.S.	Navy,	the	Corsair	also	played	a	key	role	in	the	Korean	War.	Despite	being	intended	for	carrier	operations,	its	long	nose	made	deck	landings	challenging,	and	it	was	mostly	used	by	land-based	forces	initially.Pilots	often	referred	to	it	as	the	Whistling	Death	due	to	the	distinct	sound	it	made.	Additionally,	during	the
Battle	of	Okinawa,	it	earned	the	nickname	Angels	of	Okinawa	for	its	effectiveness	against	enemy	aircraft.	The	F4U	Corsair	remains	an	iconic	symbol	of	air	superiority	during	WWII.More	about	the	F4U	Corsair	Lockheed	P-38	LightningLockheed	P-38J	LightingThe	Lockheed	P-38	Lightning	was	a	key	fighter	plane	during	World	War	II,	known	for	its
unique	twin-boom	design.	Engineered	as	a	twin-engine	fighter	by	Lockheed	for	the	United	States	Army	Air	Corps,	the	P-38	stood	out	with	its	central	nacelle	that	housed	the	cockpit	and	weaponry.This	aircraft	was	originally	designed	for	tasks	like	bomber	interception.	Nevertheless,	it	became	celebrated	for	its	flexibility	in	combat.	The	P-38	was
capable	of	performing	multiple	roles,	including	dive	bombing,	ground	attacks,	and	aerial	reconnaissance.Despite	its	success	in	many	theaters,	the	P-38	had	mixed	results	in	Europe,	where	it	faced	operational	challenges.	In	the	Pacific,	it	excelled	due	to	its	long	range	and	powerful	twin	engines.	This	made	it	effective	in	vast	stretches	of	oceanic
combat.The	Lightnings	versatility	also	came	from	its	speed	and	high-altitude	performance.	As	it	dived,	it	could	approach	Mach	speeds,	which	was	quite	advanced	for	the	time.	This	adaptability	ensured	it	remained	significant	throughout	the	war.Used	by	famous	aces	and	playing	roles	in	critical	missions,	the	Lockheed	P-38	Lightning	remains	a
remarkable	example	of	World	War	II	aviation	history.	More	about	the	P-38	Lightning	Grumman	F6F	HellcatHellcat	fighters	waiting	to	start	for	a	mission,	aboard	a	US	Navy	carrier	in	the	Pacific.The	Grumman	F6F	Hellcat	was	a	carrier-based	fighter	aircraft	used	by	the	United	States	Navy	during	World	War	II.	It	was	designed	to	replace	the	earlier	F4F
Wildcat	and	counter	the	Japanese	Mitsubishi	A6M	Zero.The	Hellcat	first	flew	in	June	1942	and	was	introduced	to	service	the	following	year.	It	quickly	became	a	key	asset	in	the	Pacific	Theater,	known	for	its	robust	design	and	effectiveness	in	combat.Powered	by	a	2,000-horsepower	engine,	the	Hellcat	could	reach	speeds	of	up	to	380	miles	per	hour.
Its	performance	was	crucial	in	major	battles,	helping	to	secure	air	superiority	for	the	Allies.Over	12,000	Hellcats	were	produced	during	the	war.	Their	use	extended	beyond	just	regular	fighter	duties;	they	also	served	as	night	fighters	and	photo-reconnaissance	aircraft.After	World	War	II,	the	Hellcat	continued	to	serve	in	the	U.S.	Navy	and	with
reserve	squadrons	until	the	early	1950s.	Its	legacy	as	a	reliable	and	powerful	aircraft	remains	well-regarded	in	aviation	history.	Hawker	HurricaneThe	RAF	fighter	partnership	that	won	the	Battle	of	Britain.	The	Supermarine	Spitfire	(foreground)	could	master	the	Messerschmitt	Bf109	while	the	Hawker	Hurricane	decimated	bomber	formations.The
Hawker	Hurricane	was	a	key	fighter	aircraft	for	Britain	during	World	War	II.	Designed	by	Sydney	Camm,	this	single-seat	plane	played	a	crucial	role	in	the	Battle	of	Britain.	It	was	powered	by	the	reliable	Rolls-Royce	Merlin	engine.It	achieved	notable	success	against	the	German	Luftwaffe.	The	Hurricane	was	involved	in	60%	of	the	Luftwaffes	losses
during	the	Battle	of	Britain.	This	performance	made	it	a	standout	aircraft	in	the	conflict.While	often	overshadowed	by	the	Spitfire,	the	Hurricane	was	the	first	Royal	Air	Force	aircraft	to	fly	over	300	mph.	Its	impact	and	reliability	were	invaluable	to	the	Allies	during	the	war.	Its	simpler	construction	also	made	it	easier	to	produce	and	repair	compared	to
other	aircraft.The	Hurricane	boasted	strong	firepower	with	its	machine	guns,	and	its	sturdy	design	could	withstand	significant	damage.	These	features	made	it	effective	in	various	combat	roles	beyond	dogfights,	including	ground	attacks.	As	a	vital	component	of	the	RAFs	arsenal,	the	Hurricane	has	earned	its	place	in	aviation	history	as	a	formidable
fighter	plane.More	about	the	Hawker	Hurricane	Technological	AdvancementsFritz	Mller	on	his	Me	262	in	April	1945,	scoring	six	of	his	22	kills	with	the	jet	fighter.World	War	II	was	a	time	of	rapid	growth	in	aircraft	technology.	Fighter	planes	saw	major	improvements	in	engineering	and	aerodynamics.	These	advancements	had	a	significant	influence
on	their	speed	and	combat	effectiveness.Engineering	InnovationsDuring	World	War	II,	fighter	planes	experienced	significant	engineering	changes	that	improved	their	performance	and	effectiveness.	One	notable	innovation	was	the	shift	from	wood	and	fabric	construction	to	all-metal	bodies.	This	made	the	planes	more	durable	and	capable	of
withstanding	the	stresses	of	combat.Armament	systems	also	saw	advancements.	Fighters	were	equipped	with	more	powerful	and	reliable	weapons.	Some	planes,	like	the	American	P-47	Thunderbolt,	carried	eight	.50	caliber	machine	guns,	allowing	them	to	unleash	a	heavy	barrage.The	introduction	of	radar	was	another	important	development.	It
improved	targeting	and	navigation	during	missions,	especially	at	night.	These	engineering	innovations	set	new	standards	for	military	aviation,	laying	the	groundwork	for	future	advancements.Aerodynamics	and	SpeedDuring	the	war,	a	focus	on	aerodynamics	greatly	enhanced	the	speed	and	maneuverability	of	fighter	planes.	Streamlined	designs
minimized	air	resistance,	allowing	many	planes	to	reach	speeds	over	400	mph.	The	North	American	P-51	Mustang	exemplified	these	improvements	with	its	sleek	design	and	powerful	engine.The	development	of	the	jet	engine	marked	a	revolutionary	change	in	speed	capabilities.	Though	late	in	the	war,	the	Me	262	became	the	first	operational	jet
fighter.	It	significantly	outpaced	its	propeller-driven	counterparts.The	increased	speed	and	agility	of	these	fighters	improved	their	combat	performance	and	survivability.	These	advancements	played	a	critical	role	in	shaping	modern	aerial	warfare,	setting	the	stage	for	future	aircraft	design.Impact	on	Air	WarfareFw	190	attacking	a	Spitfire	over	the
English	coast.World	War	II	fighter	planes	like	the	Messerschmitt	Bf	109,	Mitsubishi	A6M	Zero,	and	P-51	Mustang	transformed	how	air	battles	were	fought.	These	planes	introduced	new	tactical	maneuvers	and	emphasized	air	superiority	as	a	strategic	goal,	shaping	future	military	aviation	strategies.Tactical	DevelopmentsDuring	World	War	II,	fighter
planes	brought	significant	changes	to	tactics	in	air	warfare.	Speed	and	agility	became	crucial	as	aircraft	like	the	P-51	Mustang	and	Bf	109	were	designed	to	engage	in	dogfights	more	effectively.	Dogfighting	tactics	evolved	to	include	maneuvers	like	the	Thach	Weave	or	Boom	and	Zoom,	which	focused	on	leveraging	altitude,	speed,	and	surprise
advantages.These	planes	supported	ground	forces	through	close-air	support,	facilitating	attacks	on	enemy	locations.	Coordinated	air	raids,	using	formations	of	bombers	protected	by	fighter	escorts,	were	instrumental.	Pilots	had	to	master	new	skills	such	as	aerial	gunnery	and	teamwork.	The	introduction	of	radar	also	enhanced	strategic	planning	and
intercept	capabilities,	allowing	pilots	to	effectively	locate	and	target	enemy	planes.Strategic	ImportanceFighter	planes	were	essential	in	achieving	air	superiority	during	the	war,	which	became	a	key	strategic	objective.	Aircraft	like	the	Spitfire	and	Zero	dominated	the	skies	in	their	respective	theaters	due	to	their	advanced	designs.	The	Allies	control	of
airspace	was	crucial	in	numerous	operations,	cutting	off	enemy	supply	lines	and	providing	air	cover	for	ground	troops.The	long-range	capabilities	of	planes	like	the	P-51	Mustang	enabled	deep	strikes	into	enemy	territories,	supporting	missions	such	as	the	critical	bombing	campaigns	in	Europe	and	the	Pacific.	Fighter	planes	also	provided
reconnaissance,	gathering	intelligence	on	enemy	movements,	which	helped	plan	large-scale	operations.	Their	ability	to	adapt	to	various	rolesfighter,	interceptor,	escortproved	indispensable	in	maintaining	strategic	advantage.	Frequently	Asked	QuestionsLong-range	escort	fighters	P-47	Thunderbolt.	Most	build	US	fighter	(15,660)	and	heaviest	single-
seat	fighter	of	WW2.	The	latest	versions	have	the	double	weight	of	the	German	Me	110	twin-engined	heavy	fighters.World	War	II	was	an	era	of	remarkable	aviation	advancements.	Fighter	planes,	like	the	Supermarine	Spitfire	and	the	Messerschmitt	Bf	109,	played	critical	roles	in	many	battles.	This	section	addresses	common	questions	about	their
performance,	technology,	and	pilot	experience.Which	WWII	fighter	aircraft	had	the	highest	number	of	confirmed	air-to-air	combat	victories?The	Messerschmitt	Bf	109	was	credited	with	the	highest	number	of	confirmed	combat	victories	during	World	War	II.	This	German	fighter	planes	design	and	capabilities	allowed	it	to	excel	in	numerous	theaters	of
war.What	attributes	were	considered	when	determining	the	best	fighter	planes	of	WWII?The	speed,	agility,	firepower,	and	range	were	key	attributes	when	assessing	fighter	planes.	Effectiveness	in	combat,	ease	of	maneuverability,	and	technological	advancements	also	played	significant	roles	in	evaluating	these	aircraft.How	did	different	countries
fighter	planes	compare	in	terms	of	performance	during	WWII?Allies	and	Axis	powers	had	varied	strengths	in	their	aircraft.	The	Supermarine	Spitfire	was	known	for	its	agility	and	speed,	while	the	P-51	Mustang	offered	long-range	capabilities.	Conversely,	the	Bf	109	and	Fw	190	were	notable	for	their	firepower	and	speed.What	advancements	in
aviation	technology	were	made	during	WWII?World	War	II	spurred	various	technological	advances	in	aviation,	including	jet	engines,	radar,	and	improved	aerodynamics.	These	innovations	significantly	enhanced	the	performance	and	capabilities	of	fighter	planes.In	terms	of	kill-to-loss	ratio,	which	WWII	fighter	plane	was	most	effective?The	F4U	Corsair
was	able	to	shoot	down	2,140	Japanese	aircraft	with	a	loss	of	only	189	Corsairs	in	64,051	sorties,	making	it	arguably	the	most	effective	fighter	aircraft	of	the	Second	World	War.The	P-51	Mustang	also	had	an	impressive	kill-to-loss	ratio,	making	it	one	of	the	most	effective	fighters.	Its	combination	of	speed,	range,	and	maneuverability	allowed	it	to	excel
in	air	combat.Which	WWII	fighter	planes	were	the	easiest	for	pilots	to	handle	and	maneuver	in	combat?The	Yakovlev	Yak-3	was	lauded	for	its	ease	of	handling	and	agility	in	combat.	It	was	favored	by	pilots	for	its	ability	to	turn	quickly	and	engage	in	dogfights	effectively.	The	P-51	Mustang	was	also	known	for	its	user-friendly	controls.	While	the
emergence	of	aircraft	as	a	weapon	of	war	occurred	in	WWI,	creating	such	novel	concepts	of	the	dogfight	and	the	flying	ace,	the	technology	of	those	planes	was	primitive,	and	their	abilities	were	limited.	But	through	the	years	of	the	interwar	period	in	which	political	turmoil	and	upheaval	continued	to	rick	the	European	continent	and	elsewhere,
advancements	in	aviation	for	civilian	and	military	use	continued	at	a	fever	pitch.	As	the	aviation	industry	transformed	from	a	fledgling	industrial	segment	to	a	lynchpin	of	worldwide	transportation	and	logistics,	warplanes	became	formidable	fighting	machines.	Since	the	age	of	jet-powered	aviation	took	over	after	World	War	II,	the	aircraft	used
throughout	that	conflict	became	the	pinnacle	in	propeller-driven	fighter	aircraft.The	fighter	planes	used	in	WWII	were	incredible	machines	that	pushed	the	limits	of	engineers	and	pilots	alike.	Furthermore,	the	sheer	number	manufactured	during	that	period	was	an	incredible	feat.	The	urgency	to	produce	all	manner	of	materials	to	boost	the	strength
and	capability	of	forces	led	to	aircraft	development	happening	with	break-neck	speed	such	that	a	plane	that	might	typically	take	one	to	two	years	to	develop	might	be	done	in	less	than	half	of	that.	This	also	brought	together	some	of	the	most	talented	individuals,	and	their	efforts	resulted	in	innovative	and	cutting-edge	designs	making	it	to	the	factory
floors.	Although	the	fighter	jet	soon	eclipsed	WWII	fighter	planes,	they	continue	to	be	impressive	machines	revered	for	their	capabilities	and	historical	contributions.	While	dozens	of	models	were	engaged	in	the	horrific	battles	of	WWII,	here	is	a	look	at	the	top	10,	starting	with	the	bottom	of	the	list.	The	Zero	was	among	the	aircraft	used	in	the
simultaneous	Japanese	attacks	on	Pearl	Harbor,	Guam,	Midway	Island,	and	the	Philippines	in	December	1942.	In	the	opening	battles	in	the	Pacific,	American	pilots	found	their	planes	highly	vulnerable	to	the	Zero.	Equipped	with	a	950-horsepower	engine,	the	lightweight	aircraft	could	reach	speeds	of	331	mph	with	a	service	ceiling	of	32,810	feet.	It
excelled	with	a	fast	rate	of	climb,	and	its	high	level	of	maneuverability	made	it	possible	to	overcome	the	American	planes	in	service	at	the	start	of	the	war,	leading	to	devastating	losses	on	the	American	side.	For	much	of	the	first	period	of	the	war,	the	Americans	found	themselves	fighting	on	the	back	foot,	desperately	looking	for	a	way	to	gain	the
upper	hand.	A	break	came	in	1942	when	a	downed	Zero	was	found	on	an	island	in	the	Pacific	and	shipped	back	to	the	mainland	to	be	studied.	Engineers	discovered	that	part	of	what	made	it	so	agile	was	a	lack	of	armor	and	protection	for	the	pilot.	Furthermore,	it	lacked	the	self-sealing	fuel	tanks	that	American	planes	had.	It	also	used	an
unpressurized	carburetor,	which	could	cause	the	plane	to	stall	in	a	dive.Pilots	used	this	information	to	devise	a	tactic	to	bait	the	Zero,	get	it	to	follow	them	into	a	dive,	and,	when	the	engine	would	stall,	a	wingman	would	go	in	for	the	kill,	striking	the	unarmored	area	of	the	fuel	tank	or	cockpit.	That	exploit	turned	the	tides	in	the	Pacific	and	made	the
formidable	Zero	into	a	fish	in	a	barrel	for	the	remainder	of	the	war.	As	Germany	set	out	to	conquer	its	neighbors	and	spread	Nazism	to	all	parts	of	Europe	and	beyond,	it	had	several	aircraft	under	development	that	would	aid	in	its	objectives.	As	its	attention	turned	to	France	and	Britain,	the	Focke-Wulf	Fw190	entered	the	picture	and	was	first	ready
for	service	in	1940.	The	Fw190	was	one	of	Germany's	widely	produced	planes	during	the	war.	It	first	engaged	British	aircraft	in	1942	and	proved	to	be	of	particular	danger	to	pilots	in	early	Supermarine	Spitfires.	These	were	the	only	German	fighter	planes	powered	by	a	radial	engine,	the	BMW	801.	(All	the	others	were	an	inline	or	a	V.)	In	its	base
configuration,	the	turbo	and	supercharged	801	provided	1,776	horsepower,	which	pushed	its	speed	up	to	426	mph,	the	top	end	of	the	range	for	planes	of	the	day.	The	speed,	combined	with	the	plane's	excellent	agility,	proved	to	be	too	much	for	British	aircraft	in	the	opening	stages	of	the	war,	which	caused	many	RAF	fighters	to	succumb	to	the
superior	fighter.	Furthermore,	the	Fw190	was	a	versatile	aircraft	with	the	ability	to	serve	multiple	roles.	Not	only	could	it	effectively	dogfight,	but	it	was	also	utilized	for	ground	attacks	and	bombing	runs.With	a	steady	stream	of	Fw190s	coming	out	of	the	factories	of	Germany	more	than	13,000	were	made	British	and	American	generals	put	out	calls	to
increase	the	abilities	of	their	own	planes.	Eventually,	later	editions	of	the	Spitfire	and	P-51	Mustangs	caught	up	to	and	exceeded	the	performance	of	the	Fw190,	turning	the	tables	on	the	Luftwaffe.	As	shortages	of	fuel	and	materials	began	to	mount	behind	German	lines,	the	industrial	capacity	waned,	leaving	the	Fw190	vulnerable	to	improved	Allied
aircraft.	By	the	time	a	more	capable	model	was	ready,	little	fuel	was	left	to	fly	them.	Allied	forces	marched	ever	closer	to	Berlin,	and	the	new	planes	never	saw	combat.	Based	on	where	it	was	deployed	and	by	whom,	the	Curtiss	P-40	could	have	been	known	as	the	Warhawk,	Tomahawk,	or	Kittyhawk.	It	is	one	of	the	lesser	known	of	the	Allied	planes,
even	though	13,737	were	built,	but	it	is	in	no	way	a	lesser	plane.	The	design	of	this	aircraft	originated	in	the	1930s	when	Curtiss	received	an	order	from	the	U.S.	Army	for	more	than	200	planes.	The	Curtiss	P-36	was	developed	from	this	contract	but	was	found	to	be	too	slow,	so	its	designer	went	back	to	the	drawing	board	and	tweaked	the	design.	The
P-36	eventually	became	the	P-40,	which	found	its	heaviest	usage	in	the	campaigns	in	Burma,	China,	and	India.	The	P-40	became	the	third	most-produced	fighter	plane	during	the	war.	It	was	a	bit	slower	and	less	maneuverable	than	many	of	its	adversaries,	but	the	plane	gained	a	reputation	for	ruggedness,	often	outsurviving	its	adversaries	through	its
sheer	toughness.	Part	of	the	reason	for	its	limitations	when	measured	against	other	aircraft	in	service	at	the	time	is	that	its	airframe	design	dates	back	to	the	mid-'30s.Other	fighters	had	been	rushed	through	the	design	process	and	benefited	from	advances	in	engineering	and	the	overwhelming	focus	on	making	better	machines	than	the	Axis	powers.
Despite	its	limitations,	the	P-40	and	its	courageous	pilots	performed	valiantly	in	the	air.	Early	in	the	conflict,	the	American	Volunteer	Group	in	China	managed	to	down	nearly	300	Japanese	aircraft	while	losing	only	12	aircraft.	Although	the	Republic	P-47	Thunderbolt	was	the	heaviest	single-engine	fighter	plane	used	in	WWII,	it	remained	a	versatile
and	highly	capable	aircraft	used	for	a	variety	of	roles.	The	design	of	the	aircraft	has	its	roots	in	the	early	'30s	with	aviation	pioneer	Alexander	P.	de	Seversky,	who	had	left	Russia	to	escape	the	turmoil	of	its	revolution	and	went	on	to	be	an	integral	part	of	American	air	defense	production.	An	early	fighter	design	he	created	went	through	many	trials	and
upgrades	throughout	the	'30s	until	he	arrived	at	what	would	become	the	P-47.	The	first	of	the	aircraft	ready	for	deployment	came	in	1942.	Equipped	with	one	of	the	best	engines	to	come	out	of	this	period,	the	Pratt	and	Whitney	R-2800	Double	Wasp	radial	engine,	the	P-47	had	2,000	horsepower	at	its	disposal,	and	a	turbocharger	allowed	for	high-
altitude	flying.	Armament	included	eight	.50	caliber	cannons	ready	to	tear	apart	the	wings	or	fuselage	of	any	enemy	aircraft	within	its	targets.	Its	top	speed	was	426	mph;	it	was	often	considered	the	best	ground	attack	aircraft	in	the	American	fleet.Furthermore,	its	airframe	was	incredibly	robust,	allowing	pilots	to	take	significant	damage	and	arrive	at
the	airfields	safely.	These	capabilities	made	it	work	well	as	a	dive	bomber	and	a	dogfighter,	and	perhaps	those	reasons	are	why	more	P-47	planes	were	built	than	any	other	American	fighter	plane	throughout	the	war:	15,683.	While	a	third	of	them	were	lost,	they	were	still	responsible	for	shooting	down	7,000	enemy	aircraft	as	well	as	destroying	86,000
railway	cars,	9,000	locomotives,	6,000	armored	vehicles,	and	an	astonishing	68,000	trucks.	Determining	the	best	aircraft	of	WWII	was	not	an	easy	task	due	to	the	vast	arsenal	of	fighter	planes	built	in	that	period.	Furthermore,	rankings	can	differ	based	on	the	criteria.	And	that	is	why	the	Grumman	F6F	Hellcat	could	be	ranked	among	the	top.
However,	it	did	enter	late	in	the	war,	making	its	service	time	much	shorter	than	others.	But	this	should	not	diminish	its	capability	and	contributions	anyway.	The	Hellcat	design	and	assembly	got	underway	in	1940	before	the	U.S.	entered	the	war,	but	after	it	had	begun.	Much	of	the	ideas	that	went	into	its	design	had	been	formed	from	information
gleaned	from	pilots	who	fought	in	the	Battle	of	Britain,	an	engagement	that	set	the	stage	for	the	rest	of	the	Allies'	struggle	in	Europe.	The	first	Hellcats	were	flying	by	1942	and	put	into	service	late	in	1943.	As	carrier-based	aircraft,	they	were	superior	to	the	Grumman	F4F	Wildcats	that	saw	heavy	losses	against	the	Japanese	Zeroes.	But	the	Hellcat's
Pratt	and	Whitney	Double	Wasp	18-cylinder	turbocharged	radial	engine's	2,000	horsepower	paired	with	six	.50	caliber	cannons	made	it	a	good	platform	for	establishing	air	superiority.	Total	production	of	the	Hellcat	came	up	to	12,275	aircraft,	with	11,000	being	built	over	just	two	years.	While	American	pilots	initially	feared	engaging	the	Japanese
Zero	for	fear	of	being	outmatched	by	a	more	capable	aircraft,	the	introduction	of	the	Hellcat	switched	the	balance	of	power	to	the	American	side.	During	the	Battle	of	Leyte	Gulf,	Capt.	David	McCambell	shot	down	15	Japanese	aircraft	before	returning	to	the	carrier,	only	to	find	the	fuel	tanks	were	empty	and	all	six	guns	had	jammed.	While	American
and	British	aircraft	receive	vast	amounts	of	praise	for	their	role	in	defeating	the	Nazis,	the	Soviets	played	a	not	insignificant	role	in	that	defeat	as	well.	While	their	industrial	capacity	often	trailed	the	West,	the	Soviet	economy	did	not	fare	as	poorly	as	those	in	market	economies	throughout	the	Depression,	leaving	the	Russian	industrial	base	robust	by
the	time	of	WWII.	It	also	had	a	mature	aviation	industry	with	several	airframes	that	performed	well	throughout	WWII,	including	the	Ilyushin	Il-2.	This	aircraft	was	the	primary	fighter	plane	in	the	Soviet	Air	Force	and	was	instrumental	in	beating	back	the	Germans.	When	Stalin	ordered	the	creation	of	a	new	plane,	he	envisioned	something	of	a	"flying
tank."	This	was	to	have	a	robust	airframe	and	could	swoop	in	and	take	out	ground	forces	quickly.	To	that	end,	it	was	built	with	a	combination	of	performance,	firepower,	and	armor	protection.It	featured	a	1,770	horsepower	V12	engine	and	only	had	a	top	speed	of	258	mph,	which	was	far	less	than	other	Allied	planes.	It	was	also	armed	with	smaller
weapons	up	front	but	did	have	a	rear	gunner	added	to	ward	off	attacks	from	the	rear.	Despite	being	slower	and	having	less	capable	armaments,	the	Il-2	prevailed	in	many	situations,	owing	largely	to	its	excellent	armor	and	the	production	of	36,000	of	them	to	overwhelm	the	enemy.	It	is	still	the	most	produced	fighter	plane	ever	made.	After	the	fall	of
France,	Germany	commenced	the	Battle	of	Britain	to	try	to	overtake	the	island	nation	to	further	spread	its	quest	for	European	domination.	The	air	war	was	an	integral	part	of	this	plan,	and	British	fighters	were	immediately	pitted	against	the	Luftwaffe	in	an	existential	battle	for	survival.	Among	the	aircraft	sent	over	the	English	Channel	were
Messerschmitt	Bf109	fighter	planes,	which	proved	challenging	for	the	Royal	Air	Force	fleet.	Furthermore,	the	Bf109	continued	to	be	a	major	part	of	the	Luftwaffe	until	the	surrender	of	Germany	in	1945.	The	Bf109	first	flew	in	1936,	well	ahead	of	any	war	plans	coming	to	fruition.	But	starting	in	1939	with	the	invasion	of	Poland,	it	was	an	integral	part
of	air	support	offered	to	German	ground	forces.	More	importantly,	it	was	a	genuine	threat	to	Britain	during	the	Battle	of	Britain	and	the	Allies	at	large	through	the	rest	of	the	war.	As	its	primary	fighter	plane,	the	Bf109	was	widely	used	by	the	Luftwaffe	and	to	great	and	devastating	effect.While	early	models	featured	a	675-horsepower	Junkers	engine
pushing	it	up	to	250	mph,	later	versions	used	a	1,850-horsepower	inverted	Mercedes-Benz	V12	that	raised	speed	to	426	mph.	The	high	power	and	speed	of	this	plane	spurred	Allied	engineers	to	quickly	find	something	to	counter	it	and	figure	out	how	to	defeat	it.	Fortunately,	American	industry	heeded	the	call	for	better	planes.	By	the	time
Supermarine	Spitfires	and	P-51	Mustangs	were	found	in	large	numbers	in	the	skies	over	France,	the	Bf109's	days	were	numbered.	At	the	opening	of	the	Battle	of	Britain,	the	Royal	Air	Force	had	a	total	of	620	Supermarine	Spitfire	and	Hawker	Hurricane	fighters	at	the	ready.	While	these	planes	may	not	have	been	the	absolute	best	technology	of	the
day	on	offer,	it	is	what	they	had.	Considering	the	Luftwaffe	fleet	of	about	3,500	Messerschmidt	Bf109s	accompanying	Bf110	bombers	were	dispatched	for	air	raids	over	the	southern	part	of	the	island,	the	odds	were	not	in	their	favor.	Yet,	Britain	remained	free,	and	the	daring	pilots	of	the	RAF	prevailed	thanks	to	skilled	piloting	and	their	durable
machines.	The	Hurricane	was	equipped	with	the	legendary	Rolls-Royce	Merlin	engine,	initially	making	1,030	horsepower	in	the	Mk	I	planes	and	increasing	to	1,300	in	Mk	II	models.	The	Mk	II	had	a	maximum	speed	of	327	mph	with	a	flight	ceiling	of	35,000	feet.	While	it	was	a	capable	fighter	it	had	been	the	first	plane	to	exceed	300	mph	the	Bf109s
had	an	additional	550	horsepower	and	100	mph	of	maximum	speed.	Clearly,	it	could	outperform	the	Hurricane	on	paper.Yet,	the	RAF	did	not	falter	and	let	the	enemy	gain	the	upper	hand.	By	1943,	the	power	of	the	Hurricane	was	up	to	1,850,	raising	its	speed	and	ceiling.	Technical	improvements	continued	to	be	made	to	the	aircraft	while	innovation
was	stifled	as	the	Germans	were	forced	into	survival	mode	and	cut	off	from	supplies	on	all	sides.	Furthermore,	the	skill	and	cunning	of	RAF	pilots	made	them	a	force	to	be	reckoned	with.	Perhaps	the	most	celebrated	aircraft	of	WWII	in	Britain	is	the	Supermarine	Spitfire.	Not	only	did	it	hold	back	an	invasion	during	the	Battle	of	Britain	along	with	the
Hawker	Hurricane,	but	it	continued	to	be	developed,	increasing	its	potential	to	bring	down	a	tyrannical	regime	forever.	Developed	in	the	'30s	and	first	flying	in	1937,	the	Spitfire	boasted	an	elegant	and	sophisticated	design.	It	was	also	very	modern	for	its	time,	with	semi-ellipticalwings	each	of	which	hadfour	guns,	anda	monocoque	construction	in
which	the	all-metal	skin	was	the	frame	and	not	stretched	over	one.	The	Mk	I	planes	benefitted	from	a	collaboration	with	Rolls-Royce,	from	which	the	legendary	Merlin	engine	came,	and	tweaks	and	changes	started	the	minute	the	first	planes	went	into	service.The	Spitfire	was	a	highly	maneuverable	aircraft,	and	the	additional	cannons	gave	it	fearsome
firepower.	Although	it	performed	exceedingly	well	during	the	Battle	of	Britain,	the	Hurricane	claimed	more	planes	shot	down.	But,	as	the	war	dragged	on,	the	Supermarine	received	many	upgrades.	By	the	end	of	the	war,	it	received	the	Rolls-Royce	Griffon	engine	with	more	than	2,000	horsepower,	which	pushed	the	speed	up	to	a	maximum	of	443	mph
and	with	an	incredible	rate	of	climb.	When	the	Germans	introduced	the	jet-powered	Me262,	it	was	a	Spitfire	that	first	shot	one	down,	sealing	its	fate	as	one	of	the	era's	best	fighters.	When	asked	what	was	the	best	fighter	plane	of	WWII,	most	would	agree	it	was	the	North	American	P-51	Mustang.	Surprisingly,	this	aircraft	had	been	overlooked	for
some	time	by	American	forces	and	did	not	go	into	service	with	the	United	States	armed	forces	until	1943.	However,	it	was	originally	developed	for	the	British	as	they	had	already	been	under	siege	and	needed	to	bolster	their	fleets	to	fend	off	attacking	Germans.	To	that	end,	military	planners	asked	an	American	aviation	company	for	help.	Knowing	how
desperate	the	situation	was,	engineers	and	designers	got	together	and	had	a	flying	prototype	ready	in	just	117	days.	While	the	first	version	of	the	Mustang	came	with	an	American	Allison	engine,	performance	was	lackluster.	Only	once	the	British	had	some	airframes	in	their	possession	did	they	install	the	Merlin	engine	and	find	the	right	recipe	for	a
fighter	that	could	finally	outclass	the	Luftwaffe.	This	engine	was	such	an	excellent	powerplant	that	the	American	car	company	Packard	licensed	the	design	and	immediately	began	churning	them	out	for	domestic	aircraft	production.This	became	overwhelmingly	evident	when	Mustangs	arrived	in	France	en	masse	and	started	giving	the	Luftwaffe	a	real
run	for	their	money.	The	success	of	the	planes	has	led	to	them	being	among	the	most	celebrated	of	all	aircraft	from	the	period.	Today,	a	select	number	of	Mustangs	are	kept	in	flying	condition,	meticulously	maintained	by	their	owners	who,	in	many	ways,	owe	their	freedom	to	the	service	of	this	one	aircraft.	
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