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Facts About Hourglass Dolphins: Scientists and marine aficionados have long been captivated by hourglass dolphins, who have mysteriously appeared in the chilly Antarctic seas and have fascinating black and white patterns. These unusual animals are members of the mammalian class and possess a number of fascinating traits and adaptations that allow them to survive in some of the most hostile places on Earth. To learn more about hourglass dolphins, let’s explore their world. Scientists are still unsure about the hourglass dolphins’ life expectancy. They are
thought to be able to survive in their native habitat for several decades, provided there are no serious threats, however, exact statistics are not yet known. Diverse aquatic creatures are consumed by hourglass dolphins to satisfy their nutritional requirements, demonstrating their varied palette. Their main food intake is made up of: Fish: A variety of fish species present in their environment are the prey of these dolphins. Little schooling fish like lanternfish, herring, and mackerel are common prey items. Squid: Hourglass dolphins also often consume squid in
their diet. Hourglass dolphins are skilled at catching these energetic and protein-rich cephalopods using their nimble swimming abilities. Crustaceans: Shrimp and krill are among the crustaceans that hourglass dolphins consume. These tiny, shrimp-like creatures are common in Antarctic seas and provide a vital food supply for a variety of marine life. Plankton: Hourglass dolphins have been seen feeding among plankton blooms, despite their rarity. Tiny creatures like phytoplankton and zooplankton, which are crucial links in the marine food chain, make up
plankton. Even though plankton might not make up a large amount of their diet, hourglass dolphins are quite flexible when it comes to utilizing the food sources that are readily available to them. [Facts About Hourglass Dolphins] Since hourglass dolphins are opportunistic eaters, they will eat any available food in their surroundings. The range and number of prey species may influence their hunting tactics. For instance, hourglass dolphins may use cooperative hunting strategies to capture schooling fish, gathering them in close quarters before coordinating a
concerted attack. Below is a simplified table outlining the dietary preferences of hourglass dolphins: Dietary ComponentExamplesFishLanternfish, herring, mackerelSquidVarious species of squidCrustaceansShrimp, krillPlanktonPhytoplankton, zooplankton Facts About Hourglass Dolphins These magnificent animals have a body that is mostly black with noticeable white spots that give them the recognizable hourglass shape down their flanks. This distinct coloring helps with concealment and might be used as a means of interpersonal communication. The
scientific name for hourglass dolphins is Lagenorhynchus cruciger, and they are mostly found in the icy seas of the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic. These dolphins have adapted effectively to the bitterly cold climate that predominates in these regions. On the other hand, reports of hourglass dolphin sightings as far north as the coastlines of Chile suggest that their range may be rather flexible. The fact that hourglass dolphins are the only dolphin species with dorsal fins known to exist below the Antarctic convergence point is one of its most amazing
characteristics. This distinguishing feature highlights their specific adaptability to the cold waters of the Southern Ocean and sets them distinct from other cetaceans. [Facts About Hourglass Dolphins] Specialized adaptations are necessary to survive in the cold Antarctic climate, and hourglass dolphins have developed a number of amazing traits to flourish in these extreme settings. Thick Blubber coating: To protect themselves from the frigid Antarctic seas, hourglass dolphins have a thick coating of blubber under their skin. During times of fasting, this fat
layer supplies vital energy reserves and aids in regulating the body temperature. [Facts About Hourglass Dolphins] Streamlined Bodies: The streamlined bodies of these dolphins help them glide through the water more effectively by reducing drag. They can move quickly and elegantly in freezing waters thanks to their hydrodynamic design, which also helps them seek and avoid predators. Strong Muscles: Hourglass dolphins have strong muscles, especially in their caudal and dorsal areas, which allow them to swim with remarkable agility and speed. This
physical power is necessary for hunting, avoiding predators, and navigating the ever-changing oceanic environment. Respiratory Adaptations: It might be difficult to keep up respiratory health while living in frigid waters. The ability to effectively draw oxygen from the cold Antarctic seas has allowed hourglass dolphins to maintain extended dives and feeding sessions without endangering their ability to breathe. Social Behavior: Hourglass dolphins’ ability to survive in Antarctic waters is also influenced by their social structure. They move in cohesive groups
most of the time, which helps to protect each other from predators and increases their success at foraging by using cooperative hunting techniques. Facts About Hourglass Dolphins These amazing animals may reach lengths of six feet and weights of up to 265 pounds, demonstrating their powerful physique and menacing presence in their natural environment. In order to survive and prosper in the harsh Antarctic climate, hourglass dolphins have evolved a variety of survival techniques. Their fat coat facilitates their effective thermoregulation, which keeps
their body temperature stable in icy waters. Their group dynamics and social behavior may also improve hunting effectiveness and provide safety from predators. [Facts About Hourglass Dolphins] Hourglass dolphins are known for their intricate social patterns. They often travel in groups of ten or so, while bigger gatherings of up to 100 animals have been seen. They regularly do acrobatic acts and ride waves created by larger animals or passing boats. They are renowned for their lively disposition. Despite the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s
(IUCN) current classification of hourglass dolphins as Least Concern, there might soon be risks to this species. Changes in ocean currents and temperatures brought on by climate change may interfere with their migratory habits and food supply. Moreover, persistent hazards to their populations come from unintentional entanglement in fishing gear and marine pollution. [Facts About Hourglass Dolphins] Facts About Hourglass Dolphins Distinctive Appearance: Hourglass dolphins may be easily identified from other dolphin species because of their unique
black and white hourglass pattern on their bodies. [Facts About Hourglass Dolphins] Cold-Water Dwellers: These dolphins show off their amazing adaption to one of the harshest habitats on Earth by living in the chilly seas of the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic. Elusive Creatures: Despite their remarkable look, hourglass dolphins are surprisingly cautious and secretive animals who frequently avoid close encounters with people and boats. Social Butterflies: Butterflies with a social nature: Although they may appear timid, hourglass dolphins are actually quite
gregarious creatures. They can travel in groups of up to 100 people and participate in fun activities such as jumping and riding waves. Swift Swimmers: Hourglass dolphins can move quickly through the freezing waters of the Antarctic because of their powerful muscles and streamlined bodies, which allow them to attain speeds of up to 14 miles per hour. Mysterious Mating: Scientists are still unsure of many aspects of hourglass dolphin mating behavior, such as the precise age at which the dolphins attain sexual maturity and their mating rituals. Diverse Diet:
Hourglass dolphins have a diverse diet that includes fish, squid, crabs, and even plankton, demonstrating their resilience and ingenuity while living in a hostile environment. Wonders of Migration: Although the whole span of these dolphins’ migratory range is yet unknown, they show north-south migration patterns, following the West Wind Drift, which takes them to warmer seas during the winter. Conservation Status: The IUCN currently lists hourglass dolphins as Least Concern, but scientists are always on the lookout for any threats like habitat loss and
climate change. Scientific Significance: Hourglass dolphins are among the least researched dolphin species, yet they are important to marine ecosystems because they are markers of the health of the water and help scientists comprehend Antarctic biodiversity. Black and White Beauties: Hourglass dolphins resemble a natural tuxedo due to their gorgeous black bodies with white spots that make an hourglass pattern. Chilly Home: These dolphins inhabit some of the planet’s coldest seas, where penguins swim and icebergs float. They truly are excellent at
maintaining warmth in the icy waters of the Antarctic. Underwater Acrobats: Hourglass dolphins like showcasing their acrobatic abilities by jumping out of the water and circling around, much like circus acts do. It resembles taking in a dolphin dance celebration! Team Players: Hourglass dolphins are gregarious and frequently congregate in large gatherings with their loved ones. They like chasing one another through the waves and playing games. Swift Swimmers: These dolphins can reach up to 14 miles per hour in the ocean, making them speed demons.
They resemble aquatic Olympic sprinters! Mysterious Love Lives: There is still much that scientists don’t know about how hourglass dolphins discover their true love and raise a family. It resembles cracking a complex undersea mystery! Delicious Diners: Hourglass dolphins eat a wide variety of foods, including fish, squid, and even microscopic organisms known as plankton. They have no taste preferences! Travelers of the Sea: Hourglass dolphins take a vacation to warmer seas during the winter, although they don’t really pack their luggage. Like voyagers
traveling underwater, they follow the currents. Helpers of the Ocean: Despite their small size, these dolphins are vital to maintaining the health of the ocean. They contribute to maintaining the equilibrium of marine life by consuming fish and other organisms. Ocean Heroes: Hourglass dolphins, who silently glide through the chilly seas like marine superheroes, serve as a constant reminder to everyone to preserve and value our priceless oceans. To sum up, hourglass dolphins are incredible representatives of the Antarctic waters, demonstrating adaptability
and tenacity in the face of hardship. It is essential that we, as stewards of our seas, never stop researching and safeguarding these amazing animals in order to guarantee their continued existence for future generations. Mr. Das, a certified pharmaceutical scientist, holds a Bachelor of Science in Pharmaceutical Sciences and passionately contributes to dolphin conservation as a member of the committee in Bangladesh. Unless you're a huge oceanic nerd like I am, chances are you’ve never seen or possibly even heard of the beautiful Hourglass Dolphin. Here
are 5 AMAZING facts about these little known but extremely distinctive hourglass dolphins! The scientific name for the hourglass dolphin is, “Lagenorhynchus cruciger”. Lagenorhyncus means ‘jar-beaked’ referring to their small, jar shaped rostrums and ‘cruciger’ means cross carrier which references their unique cross like color scheme on their flank. Besides the largest member of the dolphin family, the Killer Whale, the Hourglass Dolphin is the southern-most dolphin. They’re only found in Antarctic and sub-Antarctic waters. They are commonly found in
waters ranging from 32 - 55 degrees F. The only potential natural predators of the hourglass dolphin is a pack of killer whales. As of 2010, only six complete specimens had ever been studied by science, making them one of the least understood animals on Earth. Despite this fact, they are not considered endangered. Hourglass dolphins are part of class Mammalia and are found throughout the cold Antarctic waters, though they have been spotted as far north as the coasts of Chile. Their generic name, Lagenorhynchus, is derived from the Latin word for “flagon
nosed” because animals in this genus have stubby rostrums. Their Latin name cruciger means “cross-bearing” for the hourglass pattern on their backs. Hourglass dolphins are known for their unique black and white pattern and are the only species of dolphin with dorsal fins found below the Antarctic convergence point. Scientific Name: Lagenorhynchus crucigerCommon Names: Hourglass dolphinBasic Animal Group: MammalSize: Up to 6 feet longWeight: Up to 265 poundsLife Span: UnknownDiet: Fish, squid, crustaceansHabitat: Antarctic and sub-Antarctic
ocean watersPopulation: Estimated 145,000Conservation Status: Least ConcernFun Fact: These mammals are found in waters ranging from 32 to 55 degrees Fahrenheit. Hourglass dolphin illustration. Dorling Kindersley / Getty Images These creatures’ bodies are mostly black with one patch of white that stretches from the beak to the dorsal fin and another that starts at the dorsal fin and connects at the tail. This pattern of white on their bodies creates an hourglass shape, earning them the name of hourglass dolphins. Their bodies are short and stocky, and
their dorsal fins are broad at the base and hooked on the top. Adult males have been spotted with “swept-back” dorsal fins. Additionally, they have conical teeth, with 26 to 34 teeth in the upper jaw and 27 to 35 in the lower jaw. Range of the Hourglass Dolphin. Wikimedia Commons / Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported / These dolphins live in the Antarctic and sub-Antarctic waters. They are the only dolphin species with a dorsal fin that lives below the Antarctic convergence point. They are thought to have north-south migration patterns
following the West Wind drift, living in the southern cool waters in the summer and moving north in the winter months. The farthest extent of their northern migration is currently unknown. Due to their cold and remote habitat along with their natural timidity, direct observation of the diet, habits and behaviors of the hourglass dolphin can be quite difficult. This limits the amount of information that scientists know about them. What scientists do know has come from limited studies of a small number of hourglass dolphins. Not much is known about the
hourglass dolphin's diet, but they have been spotted eating crustaceans like shrimp, squid, and small fish. They have also been seen feeding among plankton blooms. Because these creatures feed near the surface, they also attract seabird congregations, which allows researchers to find and observe these creatures. Hourglass dolphins are social creatures and commonly travel in groups of around 10 individuals, but can be found in groups as large as 100 individuals. They spend most of their time in deep waters but can be found closer to land in shallow bays
and islands. They feed among other cetaceans, such as pilot and minke whales. Scientists have also spotted them traveling with pilot and minke whales, as well as right whale dolphins and killer whales. Hourglass dolphins can reach speeds of up to 14 mph, often making a lot of spray as they surface to breathe. They love to play in the waves generated by larger animals and also enjoy riding in the waves created by boats. They are thought to migrate via the West Wind Drift to warmer waters during the winter months. Hourglass dolphins in Drake Passage.
Wikimedia Commons / Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 Unported / Lomvi2 Not much is known about the mating behavior of the animals. Males and females reaching sexual maturity or attaining sexual maturity are 70 inches and 73 inches respectively, but their ages of sexual maturity are not known. The average gestation period for females is around 12 months. Based on the behavior of other species in the genus, hourglass females are thought to only give birth in the winter months from August to October, averaging just one calf per birth. The calf is as small as
35 inches at birth. These young are able to swim with their mothers at birth and are nursed by her for 12 to 18 months before being weaned off her milk. Hourglass dolphins are designated as Least Concern by the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). Population trends are relatively unknown and there are currently no identified threats. Scientists speculate that this is because these creatures live so far away from human society. However, scientists are concerned that global warming could raise sea temperatures and disrupt their migration
patterns. Braulik, G. "Hourglass Dolphin". IUCN Red List Of Threatened Species, 2018, Christopher. "Lagenorhynchus Cruciger (Hourglass Dolphin)". Animal Diversity Web, 2003, Hourglass Dolphin". Oceana, Hourglass Dolphins". Marinebio Conservation Society.Org, Hourglass Dolphin". Whale & Dolphin Conservation USA, . Is it a dolphin, a killer whale, or a penguin? The hourglass penguin’s dramatic black and white markings do resemble those of a penguin or a killer whale, and this dolphin is a neighbor to penguins.Fun FactsThe hourglass dolphin is the
only dolphin living near Antarctica.This dolphin’s Latin name is cruciger, which means “cross,” in reference to the pattern that runs along the dolphin’s sides.Hourglass dolphins are fast, aggressive swimmers. They often swim behind boats, surfing in their wake.They’'re one of the few dolphin species that is thriving, probably because they live so far from humans.Hourglass dolphins eat fish, squid, and shrimp. They feed at the water’s surface, drawing crowds of seabirds to eat their leftovers. They live in cold, deep waters near Antarctica although they migrate
further north in the winter.Scientists still have a lot to learn about hourglass dolphins because they live in remote areas. We don’t know how many babies they have or how long they live. We do know that they live in groups, usually with 4 to 14 members, but occasionally with up to 100 dolphins.VocabularyDramatic: striking, unusualThrive: doing very wellQuestions and AnswersQuestion: How many hourglass dolphins are there in the world?Answer: Scientists estimate there are about 144,000 hourglass dolphins living in oceans right now. They're doing well,
but climate change and pollution could threaten them.Learn MoreWatch a video about the Striped dolphins.Next postBack to Top The hourglass dolphin is a rare species of dolphin that can be found swimming in the Antarctic and Sub Antarctic oceans. This dolphin is so rare in fact that it is the only cetacean that has been classified as a species based solely on feedback from witnesses. Only a dozen or so hourglass dolphins have been examined, so most of what is known about this species comes from the rare observations uncovered by those who have spotted
it. Physical Characteristics and Appearance In terms of appearance these dolphins have a distinct black and white pattern which resembles the design of an hourglass, which explains how they got the name “hourglass dolphin”. Most of the body is black, however they have two patches, one that runs from the beak to the dorsal fin and another that starts at the dorsal fin and runs down to the tail. Both patches are connected by a thin white strip that is located near the dorsal fin. Their bodies are stocky yet short in length (less than 6 ft) and from the few that
were examined they can weigh in excess of 250 lbs. They have a large dorsal fin and their tail often appears keeled. Diet and Hunting Methods From what is known about their eating habits these dolphins maintain a diet composed of small fish, squid and crustaceans. At times these dolphins can be seen feeding in large groups near or at the surface of the water. Like other species of dolphin echolocation is believed to play a large role in their ability to navigate the ocean and find food. Social Structure, Mating and Reproduction Hourglass dolphins appear to
prefer traveling in small pods composed of 10 or less dolphins although they have been spotted traveling in much larger aggregations. They can often be seen feeding with other groups of cetaceans such as pilot whales, minke whales, southern right whales and fin whales among others. They also appear to enjoy bow riding which involves riding the crest of waves created in the ocean. Little is known about the breeding habits of the hourglass dolphin, however it is believed that baby dolphins are nursed by their mothers for 12 - 18 months before fully
separating from their dependency on their mothers milk. Research done on female hourglass dolphins suggests that their average gestation period is 12 - 13 months. The age of sexual maturity and lifespan of these marine mammals is unknown. Habitat and Migration These dolphins are found in the Antarctic and Sub Antarctic waters. Currently it is estimated that there are more than 140,000 hourglass dolphins in existence. Due to their environment and location these dolphins rarely face threats from getting caught in fishing nets and are not known to be
hunted by whalers. 10 Engaging Hourglass Dolphin Facts The hourglass dolphin makes up one of around 40 known dolphin species and one of around 80 known cetaceans in existence today. Because these dolphins are marine mammals they are warm-blooded, breath air, produce milk to feed their young and give birth to live dolphins (instead of laying eggs). The scientific name for the hourglass dolphin is, “Lagenorhynchus cruciger”. The only potential natural predators of the hourglass dolphin is a pack of killer whales. At under six feet long the hourglass
dolphin is about the size of an average adult male. These marine mammals are commonly found in cold waters ranging from 32 - 55 degrees Fahrenheit (0 to 13 degrees Celsius). Although the hourglass dolphins population size is unknown it is considered a protected species along with all other cetaceans and hunting these marine mammals is illegal. Because these marine mammals hunt near the surface of the water and consume prey that is also commonly hunted by seabirds researchers often look for flocks of seabirds to detect potential locations for where
a group of hourglass dolphins may be eating and/or hunting for food. Despite accidental catches due to fishing nets and the best efforts of researchers these dolphins are rarely ever captured and information regarding this species has been difficult for marine biologists to obtain. Although they prefer small pod sizes on rare occasions these marine mammals have been spotted in groups of 60 to 100 dolphins. The Hourglass Dolphin, scientifically known as Lagenorhynchus cruciger, gets its name from the striking hourglass-shaped markings on its sides.
Mysterious Deep Sea Dwellers These amazing creatures inhabit the waters of the Southern Ocean and are seldom seen near the surface, making them elusive to researchers. Small but Mighty Hourglass Dolphins are petite, measuring around 5 to 6 feet in length and weighing approximately 110 to 140 pounds. Yet, they possess incredible agility and speed. Read also: 20 Facts About Titanoboa Nimble Swimmers These dolphins are known for their acrobatic displays, often leaping and somersaulting through the waves with grace and precision. Social Beings
Hourglass Dolphins are highly social creatures and are often spotted swimming in cohesive groups known as pods. Feeding Habits These incredible dolphins primarily feed on fish and squid, employing their sharp teeth to catch their prey. Submarine Vocalizations Like other dolphin species, Hourglass Dolphins communicate with each other using a series of clicks, whistles, and body movements. Deep Divers These remarkable marine mammals are capable of diving to depths of up to 700 feet in search of food, surpassing the limits of human exploration.
Enigmatic Population Size Due to their elusive nature, estimating the exact population size of Hourglass Dolphins remains a challenge for scientists. Read also: 20 Facts About Steak Vulnerable Status Hourglass Dolphins are listed as “Data Deficient” by the IUCN, highlighting the need for further research and conservation efforts. Antarctic Range These dolphins primarily inhabit the Antarctic waters, where they navigate through the ice-cold currents with ease. Aerial Breath Holders Just like other cetaceans, Hourglass Dolphins are air-breathing mammals
and need to surface periodically to breathe. Echolocation Abilities Using echolocation, Hourglass Dolphins can navigate and locate prey in their expansive oceanic habitat. Mating Behavior Breeding season for Hourglass Dolphins occurs during the Austral summer, with males engaging in competition for mates. Females as Moms Female Hourglass Dolphins have a gestation period of approximately 10 to 12 months before giving birth to a single calf. Maternal Care After birth, the mother takes great care of her calf, nursing and teaching it vital survival skills.
Lifespan Hourglass Dolphins have an estimated lifespan of 20 to 30 years, although more accurate data is needed to confirm this. Threats Potential threats to Hourglass Dolphins include climate change, habitat degradation, and accidental entanglement in fishing gear. Scientific Discoveries As researchers continue to study these enigmatic creatures, new insights into their behavior and ecological significance are being uncovered. Conservation Efforts Conservation organizations are working to protect the habitat of Hourglass Dolphins and raise awareness
about the importance of preserving these incredible marine species. Unveiling the Secrets of the Hourglass Dolphin The Hourglass Dolphin, with its distinctive markings and mysterious nature, continues to captivate scientists and ocean enthusiasts alike. These 20 fascinating facts shed light on the captivating world of these enigmatic marine mammals that roam the Southern Ocean. By understanding their behavior, habitat, and threats, we can work towards ensuring a brighter future for the Hourglass Dolphin and other marine species in need of our
protection. Conclusion Finally, we have explored 20 fascinating facts about the Hourglass Dolphin. From its unique appearance to its elusive nature, this extraordinary marine creature continues to captivate researchers and nature enthusiasts alike. Known for its distinctive black and white markings, the Hourglass Dolphin stands out among its oceanic counterparts. Its elusive behavior and preference for the deep waters of the Southern Hemisphere make it a rare sighting for many. However, with ongoing efforts to study and conserve these remarkable
creatures, we hope to gain more insights into their behavior and contribute to their conservation. The Hourglass Dolphin truly exemplifies the wonders and diversity of the animal kingdom, reminding us of the inexhaustible mysteries that lie beneath the surface of our oceans. FAQs 1. What is the average size of an Hourglass Dolphin? The Hourglass Dolphin typically measures between 1.5 to 1.8 meters (4.9 to 5.9 feet) in length. 2. Where can I find Hourglass Dolphins? Hourglass Dolphins are primarily found in the cold, deep waters of the Southern Ocean
surrounding Antarctica. 3. How fast can Hourglass Dolphins swim? Hourglass Dolphins are known for their impressive speed, capable of reaching speeds of up to 60 kilometers per hour (37 miles per hour). 4. What do Hourglass Dolphins eat? Hourglass Dolphins predominantly feed on a diet of small fish and squid. 5. Are Hourglass Dolphins social animals? Hourglass Dolphins are generally seen in small groups, typically consisting of 10 to 30 individuals. 6. Are Hourglass Dolphins endangered? The conservation status of Hourglass Dolphins is currently
classified as “Data Deficient” due to a lack of extensive research and data on their population and distribution. 7. Do Hourglass Dolphins have any predators? Potential predators of Hourglass Dolphins include orcas and some species of sharks, although they are generally considered to have few natural predators. How can financial brands set themselves apart through visual storytelling? Our experts explain how.Learn MoreThe Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated,
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Motorsport Images Collections captures events from 1895 to today’s most recent coverage.Discover The CollectionCurated, compelling, and worth your time. Explore our latest gallery of Editors’ Picks.Browse Editors' Favorites The Hourglass dolphin, Lagenorhynchus cruciger, is small and wide compared to other dolphins. It only lives in the very cold waters of the Antarctic. It was not known to science until a drawing was made of it in 1820. Only six Hourglass dolphins have been examined by scientists. Boats do not usually go where they live. The average
water temperature they live in is 0.1-0.3 degrees Celsius. The hourglass dolphin is black and white and for this reason was called the "sea skunk". On each side there is a white patch that looks a little like an hourglass shape. That is how it got its name. An adult is about 1.8 m in length and weighs 90-120 kg. There is only one other dolphin that is as small in its area. Hourglass Dolphins usually stay in groups of 5-10. Once a group of 60 was recorded. They like to ride the bow of boats. There are usually Fin whales with them. It is thought they eat small fish,
crustaceans, and squid. They have conical teeth probably used to crack the shells of crustaceans. The hourglass dolphin stays around the Antarctic. Some have been seen from the south of New Zealand and Chile. Contents Description Population and distribution Behaviour See also Description A rare look at the hourglass dolphin. The hourglass dolphin is coloured black and white and sometimes variations of dark grey. For this reason, it was colloquially known by whalers as a "sea cow" (although it does not belong to the taxonomic order Sirenia.) Each flank
has a white patch at the front, above the beak, eye and flipper, and a second patch at the rear. These two patches are connected by a thin white strip, creating, loosely speaking, an hourglass shape; hence the common name of the dolphin. The scientific name cruciger is Latin for "cross-carrier". This refers to the area of black coloration, which, viewed from above, vaguely resembles a Maltese cross or cross pattée. There have been no verified sightings of calves and their coloration remains unknown. In its usual range the dolphin is easily identifiable. Only the
southern right whale dolphin is of comparable size and lives as far south. The right whale dolphin does not have a dorsal fin, so the two species are easily distinguished. The fin considerably varies across individuals. It is generally tall and curved, and the curve may be particularly pronounced in older animals. A fully grown adult is about 1.8 meters (5.9 ft) length and weighs 90-120 kilograms (200-260 1b). Males are thought to be slightly smaller and lighter than females, although the small number of specimens does not permit a firm conclusion. Like all
species of dolphin, they use echolocation to find food and communicate with other members of the their pod. Population and distribution The range is circumpolar from close to the Antarctic ice pack to about 45°S. The most northerly confirmed sightings were 36°S in the South Atlantic Ocean and 33°S near Valparaiso, Chile, in the Pacific. Sightings have been made most commonly from the south of New Zealand, around the South Shetland Islands and off Tierra del Fuego, Argentina. The species is unlikely to be particularly densely populated close to these
lands. One survey estimated the population size at more than 140,000 individuals. Behaviour Hourglass dolphins leaping in the Drake Passage Hourglass dolphins tend to move in groups of about 5 to 10. One International Whaling Commission study recorded a group of 60. Claimed groups of up to 100 have been found. They share feeding grounds with other cetaceans such as sei, pilot, bottlenose and minke whales and southern right whale dolphins. They are regularly seen with fin whales. Whalers who were hunting these much larger animals used hourglass
dolphins as "look-outs" to aid them in their hunt. Hourglass dolphins are keen bow-wave riders. Examinations of the stomach contents of the few specimens indicate they eat various (unrecorded) types of squid and small fish. See also In Spanish: Delfin cruzado para nifios The Hourglass Dolphin, also known as the Southern Hourglass Dolphin, is a small cetacean species that can be found in various locations around the world. Primarily, this unique dolphin is found in the cold waters of the Southern Hemisphere, particularly in the southern parts of the Atlantic
and Indian Oceans. In terms of countries, the Hourglass Dolphin is known to inhabit the waters off the coasts of Argentina, Chile, South Africa, and New Zealand, among others. These countries are located in different continents, highlighting the wide distribution of this species. Within these regions, the Hourglass Dolphin prefers to inhabit the open ocean, often found far from shore. They are known to frequent areas with cool waters, such as the Antarctic Convergence, where cold and warm ocean currents meet. This convergence creates an ideal habitat for
the Hourglass Dolphin, as it provides a rich source of food and nutrients. Due to their preference for deep waters, these dolphins are rarely seen near land, making them relatively elusive and challenging to study. However, they have been observed swimming in groups, known as pods, ranging from a few individuals to larger groups of up to 100 dolphins. The Hourglass Dolphin is well adapted to its cold-water habitat. Its sleek body, characterized by a distinctive hourglass-shaped pattern on its sides, allows for efficient movement through the water. This
pattern, with a dark gray or black coloration on the back and a lighter color on the belly, provides camouflage against potential predators and prey. While the exact population size of the Hourglass Dolphin is unknown, their distribution suggests that they are not considered a highly abundant species. Their limited range and specific habitat requirements make them vulnerable to environmental changes and human activities, such as fishing and climate change. In conclusion, the Hourglass Dolphin can be found in the southern parts of the Atlantic and Indian
Oceans, primarily in countries like Argentina, Chile, South Africa, and New Zealand. They inhabit the open ocean, particularly areas with cool waters, such as the Antarctic Convergence. Their sleek bodies and distinctive hourglass pattern enable them to navigate efficiently through the water, while also providing camouflage. However, their limited range and specific habitat requirements make them susceptible to various threats. Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix,
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