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Assuming you are familiar with the basic elements of the language, it is now time to begin the daunting process of learning Turkish grammar rules. These basic rules include but are not limited to sentence structure (subject-object-verb), learning tons of suffixes (agglutination), learning verb tenses, knowing grammatical cases, and using buffer letters
and vowel harmony to keep the language flowing. As you can tell, unlike the simplicity of its alphabet, grammar in Turkish can be a confusing topic, especially for native English speakers. However, since I already went through the struggle of learning these and decoding them into my English grammar brain, I think my explanations will simplify things
and provide a solid framework to understand how grammar rules in Turkish work. Your first reading of this post will be the toughest. However, as you click through each lesson and then return to this overview, I think the rules and patterns will begin making more sense. Lastly, I designed this post to be an organized overview of the entire Turkish
language grammar system. So, you should not try to absorb it all in one day but rather work through it at your own pace. As I explained in this Turkish learning guide, I believe natural learning dictates that when possible, we should build skills implicitly as children do before overwhelming ourselves with a long list of explicit rules. So, in my opinion,
you should absorb grammar little by little, focusing most of your time on listening and basic speaking skills. Compared to our introduction to Turkish post, this post will get into much more detail about the nuances and unique features of the Turkish grammar rules. Feel free to start with that introduction and save this post for when youre ready for a
deeper dive into each grammar rule. While I believe it is best to learn through natural listening and implicit pattern recognition, the hard truth is that you will eventually have to do some detailed study of the grammar. However, when it comes to grammar study, I recommend keeping this common engineering saying in mind: dont let perfect be the
enemy of good enough. So, as certain grammar content in Turkish gets more complex, it is okay to be confused and stick with a basic understanding. Our brains often need more time to absorb the language patterns that grammar rules teach us. So be patient and try to learn with examples. Speaking of patience, lets first look at the basic grammar
rules in Turkish before tackling the more complex stuff! As you can see from the image, Turkish uses a Latin alphabet, which means learning the language from an English perspective is much easier than it would be with the old Ottoman script. Plus, the pronunciation of these letters is completely phonetic. Unlike the complicated letter combinations
in English that make new sounds, you read every letter in a Turkish word. So, for the most part, you can trust in a system of sounding out Turkish words letter by letter. Turkish alphabet: Aa Bb Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Ii Jj Kk L1 Mm Nn Oo Pp Rr Ss Tt Uu Vv Yy Zz People will understand you when you speak like that, however, there are some subtle
pronunciation features that you might want to learn, all of which I cover in this alphabet pronunciation guide. The audio files will also help you to get the hang of where stresses tend to occur in Turkish words. Before advancing further into grammar concepts, here is a quick chart you can reference with Turkish pronouns in their base forms. Later in
the post, I will show you how they change with the different grammatical cases. Ben (I)O (He/She/It)Sen (You)Biz (We)Siz (plural/formal you)Onlar (They) Youll see some content about verb conjugations later in the post, but for now, I wanted to point out the basic infinitive form of Turkish verbs. The giveaway in Turkish is the suffix -mek/-mak, which
tells you that the word is a verb in its base infinitive form. If the ending has an additional me/ma before that -mek/-mak endinglike almamak or gitmemekthe verb is in its negative form. Here are a few popular Turkish verbs: TurkishEnglishalmakto takeyemekto eatimekto drinkimemekto not drinkkonumakto talkgitmekto gogitmemekto not go
Occasionally, the infinitive verb is the same as a related noun. For example, yemek can also be a noun for food. Its not a big deal, but something to be aware of as you read examples! Lastly, take off the -mek/-mak suffix from an infinitive verb and you have the imperative or command conjugation of the verb. Just be careful as it is informal and can
come across as rude! Once you understand how spelling and pronunciation work, the next basic grammar rule you should cover is sentence structure. English sentences use the order of subjectverbobject. For example, a simple sentence looks like: You (subject) are drinking (verb) the water (object). Turkish word order, however, follows a
subjectobjectverb order. The same sentence from above would be: Youthe wateryou are drinking. Sen suyu iiyorsun. Notice how the verb in Turkish (iiyorsun) already contains the information of the subject. So, Turkish subjects are usually optional since leaving them out does not fundamentally change the meaning. However, you can still use them to
be particularly clear or to give extra emphasis. Other basic word order rules in Turkish include adverbs going before verbs (I went slowly becomes I slowly I went). Adjectives go before the noun they modify, just like in English (for example, the red pepper). Lastly, something different from English is that the indirect object goes before the direct
object. For example: I gave the apple to him becomes Ito himthe applel gave. Ben ona elmay verdim. To summarize, the standard order is: Subject Time Place Indirect Object Direct Object Verb. However, you will hear nuances and changes from this construction, especially in spoken Turkish. Usually, a different order helps put emphasis on certain
words or convey a more intense meaningthis lesson on Turkish word order goes into those nuances. Dont get too caught up on the exceptions, you will develop an instinct for them as you advance and hear more Turkish. Generally, I think the most crucial detail is to get used to listening for the verbs at the ends of sentences. English switches a
statement into a question by switching the order of words, along with a proper vocal inflection. For example, the statement He is going to work becomes Is he going to work? Turkish has a more interesting and useful way to convert a statement into a question, one that I think makes it much easier to quickly realize when someone is asking something.
Turkish places a question article, -mi, at the end of the sentence, along with the expected inflection change. In written Turkish, the article is separate from the word it is asking about, and it usually attaches to the personal suffix at the end (with some exceptions). Here are a few examples, including how the question particle can change with four-part
vowel harmony (more on vowel harmony below): Bunu istersiniz. (You want this.)Bunu ister misiniz?(Do you want this?)Yapacaklar. (They will do it.)Yapacaklar m?(Will they do it?)Biz yapyoruz. (We are doing it.)Yapyor muyuz?(Are we doing it?)Onu ptn. (You kissed him.)Onu ptn m?(Did you kiss him?) Turkish, like many languages that have formal and
informal conjugations, utilizes the plural second person as the more formal and polite way of speaking. To be formal, you use the siz pronoun and corresponding conjugations instead of the sen pronoun. This change includes possessive pronouns and their endings on whatever they possess. For example, senin araban (your car) is informal while sizin
arabanz is formal. However, since English does not have this, new Turkish learners often struggle over when to use -musun vs. -musunuz, especially when asking questions to strangers. When in doubt, use the formal when talking to new people. Even close relationships can remain in formal language if the person is older than you. For example, I still
use formal language with my wifes parents. However, with people the same age as you, especially if the situation is more relaxed, using informal Turkish will probably be more natural. Think of these as your cheat sheet for the most crucial Turkish language grammar rules. Again, start with a basic understanding of them so you have enough
information to begin tackling more complex sentences. Knowing this overview of the grammar should help your brain understand the structure of Turkish and some of the weird spelling or verb conjugations you will encounter. As your Turkish skills advance, you can dive deeper into each category to get a full understanding of how they work. For
now, if you see something that seems to break a rule or pattern, assume there is a reason that you will learn later. Again, when learning a language, dont lose the forest for the trees! Study grammar, but remember that when possible, learning naturally like a child is the best way to fluency! A distinctive feature of Turkish, one that it shares with other
languages in the Turkic family, is that it uses agglutination to change word meanings. This process involves adding suffixes to words, either to signal their function within a sentence or to build more and more complexity. Agglutination is why Turkish words can be astonishingly long! When I began learning Turkish, it seemed crazy to me that Turkish
people could parse out the details in these long words. However, as I spent time with the language, it was remarkable how fast I got used to listening for the relevant bits that give you the gist of the meaning. Suffixes are quite simple at first, like the ones in the image above. However, as sentences require more detail and meaning, you can attach
more suffixes. You will learn them all as you advance, including the proper order to attach them. But first, lets start with the six basic grammatical cases in Turkish and their corresponding suffixes: Grammar Case & SuffixExampleAccusative (direct object):-i, -, -u, -Ben arabay aldm. (I bought the house.)Dative (indirect object):-e, -alstanbula
gidiyorum. (I am going to Istanbul.)Locative (in or at): de, daArabada kal. (Stay in the car.)Ablative (from): den, danOndan aldm. (I took it from him.)Instrumental (with): le, laUakla geliyorum. (I am coming by airplane.)Genitive (Possessive):in, -n, -un, -nEvin pecereleri(The houses windows) There is one last general agglutination point I want to make.
There are a few cases where the same ending could have different meanings. For example, the -im ending can be the personal-to-be suffix or the first-person possessive suffix. Or, more commonly, the genitive suffix -in can look the same as the second-person possessive suffix: (Ben) gzelim. (I am beautiful.) (Benim) gzelim (My beautiful) (Senin)
arkadan (Your friend) arkadan (friends) (possessive) Dont worry about these types of cases since context will almost always make the intended meaning clear. To avoid any confusion in the written examples you may encounter, note this quick rule about adding suffixes to proper nouns. Use an apostrophe before the suffix. You will most commonly see
this when writing about cities or peoples names. For example: Evden geldim. (I came from home.) Istanbuldan geldim. (I came from Istanbul.) As a musician, vowel harmony is one of my favorite aspects of the Turkish language, and it is why Turkish sounds so smooth and flowing. As you now know, Turkish is built on agglutination, using suffixes for
nearly every grammar situation. Vowel harmony rules cause these suffixes to change based on the vowel sound at the end of the word to which they are attaching. While this makes learning Turkish suffixes more frustrating, it is also why the language is easier to pronounce and sounds so melodic. The reason vowel harmony works is that it keeps your
vocalizations either rounded or unrounded and from either the front or back of the mouth. In short, following vowel harmony means your mouths muscles do less work to get the sounds out. Here are the categories for Turkish vowels, although you can also determine these by noticing your mouth shape as you say the letters: Round:u, , o, Unrounded:i,
, @, e Back:, a, o, u Front:e, i, , When learning a new Turkish suffix, you just have to know whether it follows two-fold harmony rules or four-fold harmony rules. Two-fold or E-type harmony has two options: -e or -a. You use the -e version with other front vowels and the -a version with other back vowels. Here is an example of the locative grammar case
you just learned above: Araba + da = arabada = in the car ehir + de = ehirde = in the city Four-fold or I-type harmony has four options since it combines both vowel categories: -i, -, -u, -. Here is how the present continuous verb conjugation (-iyor) changes based on four-fold vowel harmony rules to match with the last vowel in the verb stem: Gelmek =
to comeGeliyor (gel + iyor) = he is comingYapmak = to doYapyor (yap + yor) = he is doing (undotted i vowel)Durmak = to stopDuruyor (dur + uyor) = he is stoppingGlmek = to laughGlyor (gl + yor) = he is laughing Every time you learn a new suffix, take note of which type of vowel harmony it follows (two vs four-fold). Lastly, if this seems overly
intellectual, trust me that with time these vowel harmony rules will become instinct. I recommend slowly speaking these sounds to feel how the rules make sense to your muscles, which will give the rounded/unrounded and front/back categories implicit logic. Similar to vowel harmony, Turkish uses buffer letters to keep a smooth flow to the language.
The majority of the time, these buffer letters go in between two vowels to prevent them from appearing next to each other, something that rarely happens in Turkish. However, you will sometimes see a buffer letter used in situations without vowel collision. The three buffer letters are y, n, s, and there are specific Turkish grammar rules that tell you
when and how to use them. Instead of listing every possible situation, lets just get familiar with the basic rules and some example sentences: RuleTurkish Example (Buffer Letters in Bold)English TranslationPrevent vowel collision on an unsuffixed word with y buffer.Arabaya git! (araba + a (dative))Go to the car!Prevent vowel collision on a possessed
word with s buffer.Onun masas (masa + (possession))His tablePrevent vowel collision on an already suffixed word with n buffer.Masasn aldm. (masa + (possession) + (accusative))l bought his table.If an already suffixed word ends with a vowel, use n buffer before -de, -den, or -e suffixes.Onu masasndan aldm. (masa + (possession) + dan (ablative)l
took it from his table. These buffer letters can be tricky initially, especially when they look the same as other suffixes. However, a basic understanding is fine for now. You will also see more buffer letter rules come up in the following sections as you learn more suffixes. In Turkish, there are two forms of the verb to be that you need to know about. One
exists as a standard verb, which is olmak. You will often see olmak in various conjugations, especially if there is not a separate verb to describe the situation. For example, you could use the past tense of olmak to say: Mutlu oldum. (I became happy.) Or, to use olmak in the participle form that you will learn later in this post, you could say: Mutlu
olduunu fark ettim. (I noticed that you were happy.) The most common form you will see is olsun, which is technically the third-person imperative tense. Meaning let it be, its common in phrases like afiyet olsun (enjoy your meal) or gemi olsun (get well soon). Turkish uses personal suffixes at the ends of sentences to add a to be meaning to adjectives
and verbs. If a sentence looks like it has no verb, there is likely a personal suffix standing in for the verb meaning. The personal suffix uses a y buffer letter when attaching to words that end in a vowel (first example below). Here are these suffixes with example sentences: Personal SuffixExample-im (I am)Ben gzelim. (I am beautiful.) OR Ben anneyim.
(I am a mother.)-sin (You are) (informal)Sen gzelsin. =(You are beautiful.)-dir (third personal is usually blank)O gzel. (She/He/It is beautiful.)-siniz (You are) (formal)Siz gzelsiniz (You are beautiful.)-iz (We are)Biz zgnz (We are sad.)-lerMutlular (They are happy.) Since the subject is clear from the suffix, putting a pronoun in the subject of the sentence
is optional. For third-person sentences, do not be surprised if you dont see a verb. O gzel. is a complete sentence. The -dir ending for these sentences is usually only added when speaking about something factual or official: Kahve lkemizin kltrnde nemlidir. (Coffee is very important in our countrys culture.) If you want to use the personal suffix for a
negative meaning, attach it to the word deil (not): Gzel deilim. (I am not beautiful.) Mutlu deilsin. (You are not happy.) Etc. Lastly, remember that those endings can change with vowel harmony, so dont be confused if you see them with different spellings (-im, -m, -um, -m). If these examples left you confused, try reading my lesson dedicated to Turkish
to be sentences. Plurals in Turkish are one of the easiest suffixes to learn since they feel similar to the way English adds an -s to words. In Turkish, you add -ler or -lar, following a two-part vowel harmony rule. Here are a few examples: SingularPluralaraba (car)Arabalar (cars)bisiklet (bicycle)bisikletler (bicycles)tabak (plate) tabak (three plates) Did
you notice the crucial difference compared to English? When using a number before a noun, you do not use the plural suffix in Turkish. This rule is the only tough habit to break when translating plural constructions in your head from English to Turkish. You already got a sneak peek at the possession suffix in the grammar cases above. Possession uses
the genitive case, which in Turkish is one of the following: -in, -n, -un, -n (choose based on four-part vowel harmony rules). In this simple form, the -in is equivalent to the s in English. For words that end in a vowel, use the n buffer letter: Ev (house) Ev + in = Evin (houses) Araba (car) Arabann (cars) Unlike English, however, the possession grammar
rules in Turkish require you to put a suffix on the possessed word as well. Use one of these four: -i, -, -u, -. To avoid the collision of two vowels, this suffix requires the s buffer letter: Cocuun topu (The childs ball) Evin kaps (The houses door) The table below shows the possessive determiners (my, yours, theirs, etc.) that you use to convert the standard
pronouns into the genitive case. Some just take the standard -in suffix, however, two take irregular forms. As with normal pronouns in Turkish, these are usually optional, used mostly to signal more emphasis on who is possessing. Lastly, the suffix on the possessed word from the above examples (-i ) only works for third-person situations, so the last
two columns show which suffix to use in the other possession forms. Instead of a buffer letter, you drop the vowel from the suffix on words that end in a vowel. TurkishEnglishPossessed Word SuffixExampleBenim (Ben + -im)My-im, -m, -um, mBenim arabam (My car)Senin (Sen + -in)Your-in, -n, um, nSenin evin (Your house)Onun (O + buffer n +
un)His/Hers/Its-i, -, -u, -Onun arabas (His car)Sizin (Siz + -in)Your (plural/formal)-iniz, -nz, umuz, nzSizin eviniz (Your house)Bizim (Biz + -im)Our-imiz, -mz, -umuz, mzBizim evimiz (Our house)Onlarn (Onlar + -in)Their-i, -, -u, - (or -leri, -lar without pronoun)Onlarn evi (Their house) You already learned how a question article (-mi ) at the end of a
sentence can create a question. However, Turkish also has the usual question words that can begin a sentence. Sometimes these words do not start the sentence, but their placement is more a matter of instinct than strict rules. Lastly, do not follow your instinct from English, which keeps a sentence in question form even with a question word. For
example: However, in Turkish, If you use one of these words below, do not also use the question article at the end: Geliyor musun? (Are you coming?) Ne zaman geliyorsun? (When are you coming?) Never: Ne zaman geliyor musun? TurkishEnglishExampleKimWhoO kim? (Who is that?)NeWhatBu ne? (What is this?)NeredeWhereRestoran nerede?
(Where is the restaurant?)Ne zamanWhenNe zaman vardn? (When did you arrive?)NedenWhyNeden alyorsun? (Why are you crying?)Ne kadar?How muchBu ne kadar? (How much is this?)NiyeWhy (alternate)Niye gelmedi? (Why didnt he come?) While buffer letters make Turkish sound smooth by keeping two vowels apart, consonant mutation
maintains smoothness by changing certain whispered consonants into voiced consonants when followed by a vowel. This rule sounds confusing written out, so lets see the four consonants that mutate in Turkish, followed by a few examples: If you feel your throat when saying the letter combinations above, you should notice that the letters on the left
are whispered, meaning there is no inherent sound to the letter. The letters on the right, however, are the voiced counterparts to each whispered consonant, and you should notice that your throat makes a sound when saying them. Like vowel harmony and buffer letters, the logic is that mutating these consonants makes Turkish easier to speak,
maintaining its melodious sound. Here are a few examples: Base WordMutated ConsonantKitap (book)Kitabm (My book)Aa (tree)Aac aldm. (I bought the tree.)Umut (hope)Umudum (My hope)Kpek (dog)Kpein (Your dog) There are a few exceptions to this rule that youll notice, a popular one being the verb imek (to drink). Even when followed by a
vowel, you maintain the whispered consonant: iiyorum (I am drinking) Never: iciyorum Var and yok are two of the most useful words in Turkish, considering how many sentence constructions you can make with them. Var means there is while yok means there is not. A few basic constructions are: Masada st var. (There is milk on the table.) (Literally:
On the table, milk, it exists.) Evde st yok. (There is no milk at home.) (Literally: At home, milk, it does not exist.) Evde st var m? (Is there milk at home?) Evde st yok mu? (Is there no milk at home?) To answer questions with var m/yok mu, you can simply say var or yok. However, besides these useful constructions, you can also use these two words to
form have sentences by putting a possessive construction before it: Kpeim var. (I have a dog.) (Literally: My dog, it exists.) Kpeim yok. (I do not have a dog.) (Literally: My dog, it does not exist.) Kpein var m? (Do you have a dog?) (Literally: Your dog, does it exist?) You can also attach the past tense suffix (-di ) to these two words to form these types of
sentences: Kpeimiz vard. (We had a dog.) (Literally: Our dog, it existed.) Kpekleri yoktu. (They did not have a dog.) (Literally: Their dog, it did not exist.) Kpein var myd? (Did you have a dog?) (Literally: Your dog, did it exist?) (Notice the y buffer between the question particle and past tense suffix.) As a beginner Turkish learner, the word lazm is the
easiest way to express a need. It literally means needed, and, as an adjective, you can attach it to a possessed verb to create a sentence like My going is needed. Dont worry, in Turkish, that construction (Gitmem lazm) sounds as natural as saying I need to go in English. The key is to use the short infinitive form of a verb (take away the k from the -
mek/-mak suffix) with a possessed personal suffix attached. Remember that, except the third-person form which uses an s buffer, these possessed word suffixes drop the suffixs first vowel instead of using a buffer. Once you form that, simply put lazm after it, or phrase it as a question by placing -m at the end: TurkishConstructionEnglishGitmen
lazm.Gitme + in + lazmYou need to go. (Lit: Your going is needed.)Uyumalar lazm.Uyuma + lar + lazmThey need to sleep. (Lit: Their sleeping is needed.)Gitmen lazm m?Gitme + in + lazm + mDo you have to go? (Lit: Your going, is it needed?)Su imesi lazm.ime + s (buffer) + i + lazmHe needs to drink water. (Lit: Water, his drinking, is needed.) You
may hear other sentence constructions that express need (mecbhur, zorunda, gerekiyor, etc.), however, the grammar rules for using them are a bit more complex. So as a beginner, I recommend getting used to lazm first! Using a conjunction is the language tool that connects words, phrases, clauses, or sentences. There are three main categories of
conjunctions (coordinating, paired, and subordinating), and there are tons of specific words and constructions you will have to learn with them. For now, however, lets stick to the four most common Turkish conjunctions that a beginner can make easy use of. These will help you sound more natural as you connect ideas: TurkishEnglishExample
SentenceveandErhan ve Can gidiyorlar. (Erhan and Can are going.)amabutKalmak istiyorum ama gitmem lazm. (I want to stay but I have to go.)cnkbecauseok yorgunum nk ge oldu. (I am very tired because it is late.)de/daalso/tooBen de gitmek istiyorum. (I also want to go.) If youre an adult Turkish learner, it may have been a while since you even
considered what a preposition is. In short, prepositions are language elements (words, groups of words, or suffixes in Turkish) that modify a noun or pronoun with information about direction, place, location, or timing. Some common examples in English would be in, at, on, to, etc. Since these go before the word they modify, it makes sense that we
call them pre-positions in English. However, many languages place these modifying words after a noun or pronoun, what you would call a postposition. Even though English is primarily a prepositional language, there are a few postpositions youve probably seen like ago and notwithstanding: Ten years ago Your bad luck notwithstanding In Turkish,
they use the same word for both of these categories: edat. And, as you might be able to guess by now, Turkish primarily uses suffixes to perform these grammar functions. Many situations that use a preposition in English can simply use the locative or ablative grammar cases in Turkish. For example, you can express from in English with the ablative
case (-den /-dan). Similarly, you can usually express at with the locative case (-de / -da): Evden geldim. (I came from home.) Otelde bulutuk. (We met at the hotel.) However, there are some separate Turkish phrases that you will have to use for other prepositional functions. Here are the most common examples: English PrepositionTurkish
EquivalentExample Usagelniindekutunun iinde (in the box)On / on topzerinde / stndemasann stnde (on top of the table)Underaltndamasann altnda (under the table)Betweenarasndalstanbul ile zmirin arasnda yeni bir yol var. (There is a new road between Istanbul and Izmir.)Beforence yl nce (three years ago)Aftersonrapartiden sonra (after the party)
(Note: use ablative case with sonra.) If you look closely at the examples, you might notice that these postpositions are built from other grammar concepts. For example, you can understand why the phrase masann stnde has to use the genitive grammar case on the word masa when you break it down and literally translate it to English: Masa (table) + n
(buffer letter) + -n (possessive case) | st (top) + - (possessed suffix) + n (buffer letter) + -de (locative case) Literally: The tables-its top-at How Turks hear it: On top of the table When first learning, I recommend simply memorizing these before you try to break them down like that. With time, following the rules will become habitual. The -ebil suffix in
Turkish is the best way to communicate ability in sentences such as I can go. It follows two-fold vowel harmony, meaning you should use -abil when attaching to verbs that end with a back vowel. If the verb stem ends in a vowel, use a y buffer letter before the suffix. Place this suffix directly after the verb stems with a present tense verb conjugation to
express the ability to do something right now: TurkishEnglishGelebilirim. (gel (verb stem) + ebil + ir (present tense) + -im (I personal suffix)I can come.Yapabilirsin (yap (verb stem) + abil + -ir (present tense) + -sin (you personal suffix)You can doSyleyebilirim (syle (verb stem) + y (buffer) + ebil + -ir (present tense) + -im (I personal suffix)I can
sayAlabilir miyim? (al (verb stem) + abil + -ir (present tense) + mi (question particle) + y (buffer) + -im (I personal suffix)Can I have? I recommend getting familiar with that last example using the verb almak (to take) because you will use it all the time in restaurants while ordering: Can we have two teas? ki ay alabilir miyiz? There are two ways to
say with in Turkish, and it is easy for English speakers to get confused about their usage. The first way uses a two-fold vowel harmony suffix of -le/-la, and it means doing something together with something else. This suffix is a shortened form of ile, which is a separate Turkish word you can also use to express together with. Since ile is the origin word,
you have to use a y buffer letter when attaching to words that end in a vowel: Cocuklarla geldik. (We came with children.) Cocuklar ile geldik. (We came with children.) Arabayla gidiyoruz. (We are going by car.) Tatlyla kahve alabilir miyim? (Can I have some dessert and coffee?) The second way (-li, -1, -1u, -1 ) follows four-fold vowel harmony and it
means with in the sense of containing something. Besides hearing the different vowel harmony, notice that this suffix does not require a buffer letter. Lastly, these constructions often form entirely new words when you translate them into English: ekerli (with sugar, or sweet) Tuzlu (with salt, or salty) Acl (with spice, or spicy) Turkish has two useful
suffixes that you can use to express while (-ken) or when (-ince) sentences. Neither contains complex conjugation or information about the person, so these are relatively easy for a beginner to learn. There are some nuances and unexpected rules with these, however, since this is a high-level grammar introduction, lets skip those details and give a few
examples of basic usage: TurkishConstructionEnglishkoarkenkomak (to run) mak + -ar (present tense) + -ken (while)while runningBen koarken dtm.ko (verb stem) + -ar (present tense) + -ken (while)I fell while running.Koarken mi dtn?ko (verb stem) + -ar (present tense) + -ken (while) + mi (question particle)Did you fall while running?Sen hastayken
dar kma.hasta (sick) + y (buffer) + -ken (while)While you are sick, dont go out.gelincegelmek (to come) mek + -ince (when)when it comesBen gelincegel (verb stem) + -ince (when)When I comeSen balayncabalamak (to start) mak + y (buffer) + -nca (when)When you start Consider this section a basic introduction to Turkish verb tenses, where Ill give
the conjugations for the four main tenses (simple present, present continuous, past, and future) using some common verbs. As with any language, irregular situations or unexpected rules will eventually arise. However, I think youll find Turkish is much more regular than English once you connect to the patterns. If you keep the grammar rules you
read above in mindconsonant mutation, vowel harmony, etc.most of these should make sense. Lastly, when you add certain verb suffixes to verbs that end in a vowel (for example, the present continuous), they may drop their last vowel. Others, however, use a buffer letter. You use the simple present tense (literally the wide time in Turkish) to describe
habitual action, as opposed to something that is happening at the moment. It is the difference between I am running vs. I run, the latter being a more general statement about your behavior. There are other uses of this tense in Turkish, sometimes to express the future and other times to complete conditional clauses. However, lets save those for
another time! For now, just know that the simple present suffix is either -r, -er, -ir plus the personal suffix when needed. The rules for these are tricky, some following two-part harmony and others four-part. However, you can always spot this tense with the r in the suffix. PersonConjugationEnglishBenkonuurumlI speak.SenkonuursunYou
speak.OkonuurHe/She/It speaks.BizkonuuruzWe speak.SizkonuursunuzYou speak. (plural/formal)OnlarkonuurlarThey speak. You saw a hint of the present continuous tense in the vowel harmony section above, so, you already know that the ending follows four-part harmony rules and is -iyor plus the personal suffix. You usually use this tense to
describe events happening right in the moment, and it is equivalent to the -ing ending in English. PersonConjugationEnglishBengeliyoruml am comingSengeliyorsunYou are coming.OgeliyorHe/She/It is comingBizgeliyoruzZWe are coming.SizgeliyorsunuzYou are coming. (plural/formal)OnlargeliyorlarThey are coming. Often called the simple past tense,
you use this conjugation to describe past actions that occurred at a specific time. The suffix for this in Turkish is -di or -ti followed by a personal ending. It follows a four-fold vowel harmony. Choose the -ti ending if the last letter of the verb root is a whispered consonant (/f/h/k/s//t/p). For example, use geldim for I came but yaptm for I did. Read these
carefully as the pattern might not be what you expect. PersonConjugationEnglishBenyaptmlI did.SenyaptnYou did.OyaptHe/She/It did.BizyaptkWe did.SizyaptnzYou did. (plural/formal)OnlaryaptlarThey did. The suffix for the future tense is either -ecek or -acak, following two-part vowel harmony rules. Use a y buffer to prevent back-to-back vowels, and
remember to mutate the k to a yumuak where necessary to follow consonant mutation rules. PersonConjugationEnglishBengideceimI will go.SengideceksinYou will go.OgidecekHe/She/It will go.BizgideceizWe will go.SizgideceksinizYou will go. (plural/formal)OnlargideceklerThey will go. For the first few years of learning Turkish, I was regularly
humbled when my confident brain encountered the speed of Turkish in real conversations. No matter how confident you feel about grammar rules, they become irrelevant if you are lost in the conversation. For those reasons, I recommend avoiding advanced grammar study until you feel confident with basic conversation skills. For me, learning
Turkish was primarily about being able to have conversations anyway. Plus, as a music performer and teacher, I am convinced that the way we musicians learn complex music is a similar process of building complexity from basic elements. I think the best path for language learning is to similarly focus your time on grammar fundamentals in the
beginning, repeating basic patterns until they feel natural. However, it is definitely fun to be able to express more complex thoughts in a new language, and the reality is that you need more advanced grammar to do that. So, I am including a few advanced grammar concepts in Turkish so that you can at least get a sense of more complex sentence
structures. Can you guess how Turkish forms conditional sentences? Thats right, with a suffix! This suffix is either -se or -sa, following two-part vowel harmony. You may sometimes see the Turkish word Eer (if) at the beginning of a conditional sentence, however, it is redundant since the suffix already communicates an if meaning. The easiest way to
form a conditional meaning is to put this suffix at the end of your verb conjugation, something called an open conditional or first conditional. After the -se/-sa suffix, you attach a personal suffix according to the following pattern: TurkishConstructionEnglishgeliyorsamgel (verb stem) + -iyor (present continuous) + -sa (if) + -im (I personal ending)If I am
cominggelirsengel (verb stem) + -ir (simple present) + -se (if) + -in (You personal ending)If you comealacaksaal (verb stem) + -acak (future) + sa (if)If he will takealabilirsekal (verb stem) + -abil (can) + -ir (simple present) + -se (if) + -k (We personal ending)If we can takegeleceksenizgel (verb stem) + -ecek (future) + -se (if) + -iniz (You plural/formal
personal ending)If you will comealrsalaral (verb stem) + -r (simple present) + sa (if) + -lar (they personal ending)If they take Lastly, like attaching a personal suffix to adjectives in the present tense (for example, hastaym = I am sick), you can attach the se/-sa suffix to any adjective to form a conditional. Just make sure to use a y buffer if the adjective
ends in a vowel: hastaysam = If I am sick zgnsem = If I am sad mutluysan = If you are happy If youre like most people, you speak your home language (probably English) without explicitly knowing the names of the grammar rules youre following. And, when I began learning Turkish, subject and object participles fit into that category. So, before we
explore how to construct these in Turkish, lets just define what they are. In short, a participle is when you use a verb to describe a state of being. Said differently, you construct a verb so that it acts like an adjective. As an adjective, this new word will modify a noun to add more detail to a sentence. Here are a few examples, with the italicized words
being the participle: The laughing baby The man who is talking The book that I wrote The girl who you love Subject participles (the first two) act as adjectives to the subject of a sentence, in other words, the person doing the action. In the first two examples, the baby was laughing and the man was talking. Object participles, however, put the action
onto the word it modifies. In the last two examples, the book received the action of writing, and the girl received the love. As usual, Turkish uses a suffix to form participles. The subject participle suffix is -en and the object is -dik. Follow two-part harmony rules for subject participles (-en/-an) and four part rules for object participles (-dik, -dk, -duk, -
dk). With the -dik suffix, you also need a personal suffix on the end to signify who is doing the action. Dont worry if youre confused, lets translate the English examples above into Turkish to explain it: EnglishTurkishSuffixesExplanationThe laughing babyGlen bebek-en /-anThe suffix -en made the verb glmek (to laugh) into an adjective that modifies the
baby.The man who is talkingKonuan adam-en /-anKonumak (to talk) + -an ending to follow vowel harmony rules. Subject participles follow 2-part vowel harmonyThe book that I wroteYazdm kitap-dk + -m (personal suffix)Think of it like The that I wrote book. Remember consonant mutation changes the k to a when you add a vowel.The girl who you
loveSevdiin kzSev + -dik + in (personal suffix)From English, The who you love girl. In this last section, I wanted to introduce you to some patterns you will eventually start noticing in how Turkish verbs are formed. Once you start getting the hang of these, you will find yourself speaking new formations of a verb that you did not even formally learn. Of
course, there are exceptions, meaning you cant use the pattern for every verb. However, knowing these basic concepts will give you much more nuance when speaking Turkish. Verb MoodSuffixVerbExampleSubjunctiveBen: Verb stem + -eyim/-aymBiz: Verb stem + -elim/-alm gelmek (to come)geleyim (let me come)gelelim (let us come)PassiveVerb
stem + -il/-1/-ul/-1 + -mek/-maksatmak (to sell)getirmek (to bring)satlmak (to be sold)getirilmek (to be taken)CooperativeVerb stem + -i/-/-u/- + -mek/-makbulmak (to find)anlamak (to understand)bulumak (to meet (to find each other))anlamak (to agree (to understand each other))CausativeVerb stem + -dir/-dr/-dur/-dr + -mek/-mak(Use -tir/-tr/-tur/-tr if
attaching to a whispered consonant)kanmak (to get fooled)gelimek (to develop)(passive)kandrmak (to fool)gelitirmek (to develop something)(causative) I used to practice by building chains of new verbs adding some of these verb mood suffixes. Remember, these do not always follow the expected rules, and you will sometimes see a verb suffix that
does not necessarily have the meaning you think. However, as a general rule, they are shortcuts to quickly increasing your Turkish verb vocabulary. Here is an example: gerek (real/true) (adjective) gereklemek (to authenticate/verify) (verb) gereklemek (to come true) gerekletirmek (to make real) (causative) gerekletirilmek (to be realized) (passive) In
case you prefer more of a typical textbook style of grammar study, here are a few of the most popular grammar books for the Turkish language (we may earn a small commision if you buy through these affiliate links): If you made it this far, congratulations and tebrikler! Theres no doubt that learning grammar is the hardest part of taking on a new
language. And, even though Turkish grammar rules are fairly consistent, features new to English speakers such as agglutination, vowel harmony, consonant mutation, and grammatical cases can take a long time to master. I encourage you to bookmark this page and check in from time to time as I will continually link out to new lessons that go deeper
on each grammar concept crucial for Turkish learning. Lastly, if you have any questions, comments, or suggestions, feel free to leave a comment below or get in touch with me at: [emailprotected] Kolay gelsin!! Turkish grammar can be quite intimidating at first when coming from an English language perspective. However, if you are willing to learn
the language slowly over time and absorb the grammar concepts little by little, the more complex and foreign rules and sentence constructions can become a natural instinct. The hardest part of Turkish grammar is that it uses agglutination, or the attaching of suffixes, to change the meaning of words and sentences. Coming from an English
perspective, this means it takes a lot of practice to hear the long words and subtle changes to suffixes that give Turkish words their meaning. The primary differences between Turkish and English grammar is that Turkish uses a subject-object-verb word order and uses agglutination (suffixes) that attach to root words to change their meaning. As such,
Turkish words can become extremely long as you convey more and more information. Compared to English, which has many unpredictable letter sounds/combinations, Turkish is a consistently phonetic language based on a Latin alphabet. This means you can much more easily sound out words once you get used to the Turkish alphabet. Let me look
into my magic crystal ball and tell you what I see Youre interested in learning Turkish or have just started working on it. Youre curious to know what Turkish grammar looks like and whether its similar to English grammar. And actually, youre dying to learn what kind of an adventure youre getting yourself into. Of course, Im not a fortune teller. But if
I guessed correctly, youre at the right address. This page serves as an overview of Turkish, an essential grammar guide, and a quick reference for those who want to brush up on specific grammar topics. Our quick guide will show you the similarities and dissimilarities between Turkish and English as well as the basic structure of Turkish grammar,
from vowel harmony to conjugation. Lets get started. Table of Contents Before we get into the details, its important that we cover the basic Turkish grammar rules and how they compare to those youre familiar with in English. First of all, both languages use the Latin alphabet. The Turkish alphabet, however, consists of 29 letters, 6 of which dont

otel (A hotel) In addition, neither Turkish nor English uses grammatical gender for objects. Its safe to say that there are no accent marks in English, since the words that have them are taken from other languages. There are no accent marks in Turkish, either. However, the circumflex is used for some loanwords. It affects the pronunciation of a word
by implying that the words pronunciation should be longer or that there should be palletization of the consonant that comes before the vowel. For example: m is an Arabic word that means blind. The circumflex here makes both of the a sounds longer. Theres another word, ama, which means but. Although they are spelled the same way (except for the
circumflex), those two words are pronounced differently. Now lets take a look at the features of Turkish grammar that differ from English. Theres just one word used in Turkish for he, she, and it, which is o. In Turkish, the plural you is not only used as it is in English, but also as a polite, formal way of addressing someone. The same set of rules apply
to both the plural you and the polite you in Turkish. Turkish has no definite article (the) as a separate word. When definite nouns or pronouns are used as an object, then they take the -, -i, -u, - suffixes based on the vowel harmony rules. Let me give you an example: Anahtarlar antamn iinde. (The keys are in my purse.) Here, keys is used without an
article. Anahtarlar antamn iine koydum. (I put the keys in my purse.) Here, keys takes the suffix - to indicate the definite article. When numbers are used as adjectives to count nouns, the noun does not become plural based on the number. Rather, it stays in the singular form. Heres an example: Bir elma (One apple) Be elma (Five apples) The Turkish
word order is Subject-Object-Verb. This topic will be covered in more detail later. Vowel harmony is another feature that doesnt exist in English. You can see the details about this in the Suffixes, Vowel Harmony, and Buffers section of this page. The conjugation in Turkish is much different from that in English, which well discuss in more detail later
on in the Verbs and Conjugation section. But to give you an example, theres a tense called reported past tense, which doesnt exist in most languages. In Turkish grammar, word order typically follows the SOV (Subject-Object-Verb) structure. In other words, the sentence begins with the subject, which is followed by the object (if any), and then the
verb. However, this is not a strict rule and theres some flexibility, meaning that you can put an object or a verb at the beginning of a sentence. Doing so wont change the meaning of the sentence, but the word youre emphasizing will definitely change. The word that you want to stress should be placed as close to the verb as possible, and if you want to
emphasize the verb, then you should place it at the beginning of the sentence. Subject-Object-VerbBen okulumu seviyorum.I love my school.Object-Subject-VerbOkulumu ben seviyorum.I love my school.Object-Verb-SubjectOkulumu seviyorum ben.I love my school.Verb-Subject-ObjectSeviyorum ben okulumu.I love my school. All of the sentences above
have the same meaning, but the emphasis is on the words highlighted in blue. In Turkish grammar, suffixes and vowel harmony play a huge role in how words are formed and used. In this section, well introduce you to word structure and agglutination in Turkish. In the structure of a Turkish word, a vowel always follows a consonant and a consonant
always follows a vowel: bebek (baby) araba (car) Therefore, if you see a word where one consonant follows another, you can tell that its a loanword: pratik (practical) armut (pear) In order to keep the vowel + consonant rule, buffers are used. Those buffers are y, n, s. You can see some relevant examples of this in our section on vowel harmony and
buffers. Turkish is called an agglutinative language, meaning that new words are formed by adding suffixes to the root words. To give you an idea, a suffix can be added to a noun to 1) make it another noun, or 2) turn it into a verb. It can also be added to a verb to make it a noun or another verb. Are you confused? Here are some examples to help you
understand these Turkish suffix rules better: Yolcu (Noun) PassengerYolcu+luk = Yolculuk (Noun) Trip Gz (Noun) EyeGz+le = Gzle (Verb) Observe, Monitor Bil (Verb) KnowBil+mece = Bilmece (Noun) Puzzle Kal (Verb) StayKal+dr = Kaldr (Verb) Lift, Remove People who want to learn Turkish grammar and vocabulary usually think that these
characteristics are really interesting, probably because they dont exist in most other languages. I wonder if youll agree with them! That said, these are some of the most important Turkish language grammar rules, so pay attention. In Turkish, words are structured so that vowels follow a certain pattern, and this pattern is called vowel harmony. Its
used to determine which vowel will be used when adding a suffix to a word. Heres a table showing the vowel types: FRONTBACKUNROUNDEDROUNDEDUNROUNDEDROUNDEDOPEN-e--a-oCLOSED-i---u And here are the vowel harmony rules: Back vowels follow back vowels and front vowels follow front vowels.Unrounded vowels follow unrounded
vowels.A rounded vowel can be followed by a mix of rounded closed and unrounded open vowels. Lets see when suffixes are added: Suffixes are based on the person/subject that a verb alludes to.Suffixes are used when the subject is plural.Suffixes are used based on the tenses.Suffixes are used if there is negativity.Suffixes are used if interrogative
particles will be used.Suffixes are used when passive, reflexive, causative, or a verb of mutual action will be formed.When definite nouns or pronouns are used as an object, then they take the -, -i, -u, - suffixes, based on the vowel harmony rules.Suffixes are used when using possessive pronouns, since there are no separate words for them in Turkish.
The suffixes -m, -m, -im, -um, -m (in conjugated forms) come after the pronoun to make it possessive.Suffixes are used when motion towards an object (to), motion from an object (from), and static location (on, at) is to be specified. Its a great thing to be able to use the right suffix! However, you also need to make sure that you choose the right vowels
for those suffixes based on the vowel harmony. As mentioned earlier, there are three buffers (y, n, s). These are used to maintain the vowel + consonant rule when adding suffixes. Usage of y:Used with an accusative suffixExample: Silgi+y+i = Silgiyi (The eraser)Used with dative. (Movement towards something)Example: Parti+y+e = Partiye (To the
party) Usage of n:Used with genitive case [Ownership]Example: Ayna+n+n = Aynann (The mirrors)Aynas+n+n = Aynasnn (His/her/its mirror)Used for nouns that already have suffixesExample: Boya+lar++n+a = Boyalarna (To their paints)Oda+s+n+dan = Odasndan (From his/her/its room) Usage of s:Only used with the third person suffixes (-, -i, -u,
-)Example: Elma+s+ = Elmas (His/her/its apple) In Turkish grammar, possessives are formed much differently from how English speakers are used to. In this section, well cover two topics: how to form possessive pronouns and how to use the possessive (genitive) case. In the Turkish language, there arent separate words that stand for possessive
pronouns. However, suffixes (-m, -m, -im, -um, -m), in conjugated forms, come after a pronoun to make it possessive. Lets take a look at a couple of examples: Sen+in = Senin (Your) Biz+im = Bizim (Our) Possessive pronouns can be omitted because the nouns they are modifying also take suffixes, which imply the possessive pronoun. However, if you
want to stress the possessive pronoun, then you can use it in the sentence. Here are some examples: Benim valizim ok kk. (My suitcase is very small.)Valizim ok kk. (My suitcase is very small.) Sizin aileniz nerede? (Where is your family?)Aileniz nerede? (Where is your family?) In the possessive case, both the possessor and possessed are suffixed. Here
are a couple of examples: Araba+nn anahtar+ (The cars key) Elbise+nin dme+si (The button of the dress) The final points well cover today have to do with verbs and conjugation. Passive verbs are formed by adding the affixes -n, -il, or -in. Here are some examples: Okumak (To read) Oku+n+mak (To be read) Germek (To stretch) Ger+il+mek (To be
stretched) Silmek (To erase) Sil+in+mek (To be erased) Causative verbs are formed by adding the affixes -dir, -t, or -ir. Below are some examples:Yemek (To eat)Ye+dir+mek (To make somebody eat)Piirmek (To cook)Piir+t+mek (To have something cooked)mek (To drink)+ir+mek (To make someone drink) Reflexive verbs are formed by adding the -in
affix. Here is an example:Giymek (To wear clothes)Giy+in+mek (To dress oneself) Verbs of mutual action are formed by adding the -i affix. For example:arpmak (To hit)arp++mak (To collide) I can hear you asking, Reported tense? What is that? Youre absolutely right in asking this question because its not a very common tense. Its used: when the
speaker is explaining something that he/she hasnt witnessed, but heard from someone elseAnnem bana hediye alm. (My mother bought me a gift.)[My mother told me she did, but I didnt see her buying it.] when telling a storyGzel bir kz varm. (There was a beautiful girl.)[I havent seen the girl, its just a character in a story.] when the speaker is telling
someone that he/she (the speaker) has done something without noticing itDurakta uyumuum ve otobs karmm. (I slept at the bus stop and missed the bus.)[I didnt realize I slept and missed the bus.]Ben kitab daha nce okumuum. (I have read this book before.)[I started reading a book, but realized that I read it before and forgot until now.] when youre
telling someone about your dreamRyamda ok zenginmiim. (I was very rich in my dream.)[Its like storytelling; youre telling someone about your dream, which is not reality.] when imagining something and telling someoneMesela, benim iki ocuum varm. (For example, I had two kids.)[This is again not reality; youre imagining that you had two kids.] In
Turkish grammar, verb conjugation is based on the following factors: Person / Subject: In Turkish, different suffixes are added to a verb based on the person/subject it alludes to. Vowels in the suffixes change based on the vowel harmony rules.Number of Subjects: Whether the subject is singular or plural impacts the suffix that the verb will
get.Politeness Level: As mentioned above, the plural you is also the polite you and the same rules are applied to both.Tense: Based on the tense, verbs take different suffixes. 7. Access More Turkish Grammar Content on TurkishClass101.com In this article, we presented you with information on the major topics of Turkish grammar. Which aspects
seem the most difficult to you, and why? Let us know in the comments! Now that you have a better idea of what to expect from the language, you should have little trouble as you continue learning Turkish grammar online with us. Want to learn Turkish grammar and vocabulary in depth? Bookmark TurkishClass101.com! Take advantage of our
numerous audio recordings, vocabulary lists, and free resourcesincluding our Turkish-English dictionary that you can refer to anytime. Dont forget that with a Premium PLUS subscription, you can also utilize our MyTeacher service to practice with a private teacher. He or she will work with you one-on-one and provide you with lessons and
assignments tailored to your needs and goals, as well as personalized feedback to help you improve. Best of all, you can learn Turkish anywhere, anytime by downloading the app for free!Do you have suggestions, comments, or concerns? You can always provide us with feedback about all of the resources provided at TurkishClass101.com! Turkish
Basic Grammar: Alphabet Vowel Harmony Agglutination (suffixing words to change their meaning.) Consonant Mutation Lack of Gender. Intermediate: Nouns and Pronouns Adjectives Verbs and Tenses Possessive Relationship and Possession. Advanced: Verb Moods (can, may, must) Participles (verbal nouns and adjectives) Spatials and Spatial
Relationships (where to, from, at) Word Formation in Turkish. Conversational Items: Time, Seasons, Numbers, Colours Saying "Thank you" About "buyurun " to express politeness Expressing need and obligation Daily Interjections Modes of Address Turkish Sign Language How to say "too much, too many Daily Talk Common Door Signs. Glossaries:
List of Daily Locutions Daily Word List Irregular Tense List Turkish Single Syllable Verb List Intensified Adjectives List Reduplicated Words. A Nutshell Overview Turkish In Turkish words are changed by suffixing other words on to them. These other little important words show motion towards, location and motion from. These added words change
their spelling according to set rules and they must follow the same vowel pattern (Vowel Harmony) as the word they are being affixed to. Sometimes they also have a consonant change (Consonant Mutation) for ease of pronunciation. These little words (suffixes) added to the stem of a verb may indicate its positive or negative form. Suffixes are then
added for tense and person. Further meaning to verbs (Verb Moods) such as may, might, can, can't are also supplied by a suffix to the original verb, thus producing a new word. Nouns are also suffixed with possessor and the motion or location words are then added. There is no word for the Definite Article the and also there are no gender forms (no
"le" or "la" as in French.) Adjectives (describing words) precede their noun as in English and always remain in their basic form. There being a lack of gender, thus no agreement is required. The sentence form is SOV Subject, Object, Verb. Ch. 1 : About the Turkish Language. The Turkish Language and its Grammar "Turkish is a real pleasure; the
ingenious grammar, the regularity, the transparency and intelligibility of the whole structure show the wonderful power of the human mind displaying itself in language." The Origins of Turkish. The Turkish Language originated in The Altay Mountain Range in Northern Siberia centuries ago. For this reason it is called an Altaic Language. As nomads
expanded further into Asia Minor they brought their language to Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Azerbaijan and other countries. Many of these languages are mutually intelligible although local usage and vocabulary, spelling and alphabet may differ. They all exhibit the same grammatical structure of agglutination and vowel harmony.
Turkish, being a language emanating from Central Asia, is spoken from the borders of Greece into the hinterland of Western China. While the Ottoman Empire flourished Turkish was spoken from Vienna to Arabia, Egypt and Northern Africa. The Turkish vocabulary contains many words from Arabic, Persian and European languages. These imported
words mostly follow the basic grammar and vowel harmony of native Turkish. The Structure of Turkish. Turkish is not a Classical Structured Language. The Turkish grammar is not looked on by the Turks themselves as a Classical Structured Language. They have their own grammar rules which are not based on the Classical System as those in Latin
or Greek Most Turkish grammars for foreigners are written by linguists and grammarians, usually in consort with a Turkish national, and they tend to use a classical language framework. Consequently most grammars are peppered with "“classical terms" as "accusative, dative, locative and ablative" together with such tenses and moods as "aorist,
subjunctive etc." This book uses Turkish grammar nomenclature and many classical grammar terms have been discarded. Turkish has the concept of Vowel Harmony; the vowels of suffixes must mirror the final vowel of the root word being suffixed. Also there is Consonant Mutation, where spelling changes are made to preserve phonetic euphony with
actual pronunciation. English has some consonant change usually to distinguish between different meanings of utterance. (fare, fair, peer, pier) There is also a "Reflexive Genitive" in Turkish where both the "owner" and "owned" are suffixed. This construction does not occur in English as only "owner" is modified (John's chair.) In this book, Turkish
grammar rules are followed and it is called the "Possessive Relationship". Turkish is characterized by vowel harmony, consonant mutation and agglutination (word suffixation). Postpositions (suffixes) are used instead of prepositions as in English. Suffixes added to the stem of a verb may indicate positive or negative forms of the passive, reflexive,
causative, potential, subjunctive moods plus further additions for tense and person. Nouns can be suffixed with possessor (my, your) and condition (to from, in). Both the subject definite article and grammatical gender are lacking. Adjectives precede their noun and do not have to agree in number or case. The sentence form is SOV Subject, Object,
Verb. The Turkish Alphabet. The Turkish Alphabet was changed in 1928 from the Ottoman script to Latin characters soon after the Turkish Republic was declared. Turkish does not as a rule allow two vowels to occur together. There are exceptions, but mostly in foreign imported words. As there are no diphthongs, whenever vowels do occur together
they are each pronounced as a separate sound. The letter Y is considered as a consonant in Turkish. It is widely used as a buffer consonant to keep vowels apart during word building. The alphabet consists of twentyone consonants and eight vowels. There are no letters W, X ,Q. Turkish pronunciation is phonetic as each letter retains its individual
pronunciation at all times. ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPRSTUVY Z Letter Pairs There are six pairs of similar but different letters. Each letter of the pair has a different pronunciation. C O GI S U Turkish Vowel Pronunciation. The Eight Vowels are divided into two groups for Vowel Harmony purposes. The AUnDotted Group of four vowels a o u
The EDotted Group of four vowels e i All pronunciation examples shown are given in British English. The AUnDotted Vowel Group. A is as u in English lucky or mutter. I [UnDotted I] is the er sound in porter or water without any r sound. O is as the o sound in lottery or bottom. U is as the oo sound in loot or boot. The EDotted Vowel Group. E is as e in
letter or set or met. [Dotted ] is as ee in meet or ea in seat. is as ir in bird or shirt without any r sound. is as ew sound few or stew. Turkish vowels are pronounced shorter than English vowels. This is one of the difficulties for Turkish learners as they are sometimes difficult to distinguish in normal paced conversation. Turkish Consonant Pronunciation.
The Pronunciation of these Consonants differs from English Pronunciation: C is always a J sound as in JamJar. [In Turkish the word sound "jamjar" would be spelled "camcar"] is the CH sound as in CHurCH. G is always hard as in Gate. It is never soft as in "General." (soft G) lengthens the preceding vowel. It has no sound and never begins a word. [The
Turkish soft can be likened to the silent "gh"sound in the English words weight, light, fought.] H is always aspirated as in Henry. It is never silent as in "Heir". R is always strongly rolled even on the end of words. S is always hissed as in Safe. It is never a z sound as in "these" or "those". is the SH sound as in SHarp or baSH. Sound Names used in
Wireless and Telegraphy. AAdana, BBolu, CCeyhan, anakkale, DDenizli, EEdirne, FFatsa, GGiresun, Yumuak ge, HHatay, IIsparta, zmir, JJandarma, KKars, LLleburgas, MMu, NNide, OOrdu, demi, PPolatl, RRize, SSinop, rnak, TTokat, UUak, nye, VVan, Y Yozgat, ZZonguldak The Features of Turkish Grammar. The Adjectives Adjectives and adjectival
phrases precede their noun and do not agree in number or gender. Adjectives can not be suffixed and cannot be plural. Some adjectives have an "intensified" version. A list of these is shown in the Word Glossary (Ch. 56) Vowel Harmony Turkish has eight vowels consisting of four pairs: A E I O U having corresponding front/back, and
rounded/unrounded sounds. This difference in pronunciation forms the basis for Vowel Harmony Rules. According to these rules, vowels of suffixes must have the same properties as the vowel in the last syllable of the word being suffixed: either front/back or rounded/unrounded. Agglutination (addition of suffixes) Agglutination in Turkish takes the
form of suffixes attached to the end of nouns and verbs. These suffixes add to the word's meaning and/or mark its grammatical function. Words may have chains of different suffixes added to them. The Absence of Gender Turkish has no gender distinctions, nor does it have gender pronouns. The single word "O" signifies he, she, it. Verbs The verb
always come at the end of the sentence. Sentence construction follows the subjectobjectverb (SOV) pattern. The Structure of Turkish Turkish differs in both grammatical structure and vocabulary to the IndoEuropean and Romance languages, English, Spanish, French etc. Turkish is a phonetic language as each letter always retains it own sound. In
English the sound of the letters can change, as the letter a does in "fat, fate, fare" etc. Turkish has no such pronunciation change to letters of the alphabet. Consonant Mutation In certain circumstances changes are made to the spelling of consonants. If the pronunciation of a consonant changes the spelling also changes to reflect this. Turkish Noun
Conditions. These six conditions are suffixed to the root word according to Vowel Harmony Rules. The vowels of the suffix match the final vowel of the root word. Subject Condition (Nominative) The root word (nominative) carries no suffix. The Subject Condition is regarded as already substantive in Turkish. There is no separate subject definite
article. el hand, the hand. adam man, the man Ownership Condition (Genitive): in/n/un/n The condition of "belonging to" meaning of, 's in English. elin [elin] the hand's, of the hand. arabann [arabann] the car's, of the car Specific Object Condition (Accusative): i//u/ The direct object of a verb meaning specific the in English. eli [eli] the hand (obj.) gz
[gz] the eye (obj.) Movement Towards Condition (Dative): (y)a/(y)e The condition of movement towards meaning to, towards in English. ele [ele] to/towards the hand. masaya [masaya] to, towards the table Static Position Condition (Locative): da ta/de te The condition of place and position meaning in, on, at in English. elde [elde] in/on/at the hand. ite
[ite] at work. Movement Away Condition (Ablative): dan tan/den ten The Movement Away condition meaning from, by, via in English. elden [elden] from/by/via the hand. iten [iten] from work. Turkish Grammar is Regular. Turkish Pronunciation is Phonetic, In Turkish each letter of the alphabet always retains its basic pronunciation. Turkish grammar is
regular but differs in that it consists of postpositions which are suffixed directly to nouns or other parts of speech to modify their meaning. Agglutination (a sticking on to.) The putting together of language particles where each expresses a single definite meaning, thus forming a new word. The use of suffixes is called agglutination, literally meaning "a
gluing on". This is in contrast to English which uses individual prepositions for the same reasons. In English there are many words which agglutinate (extend) to form other words. The word argue can be agglutinated to argument by sticking on a ment suffix. his word can take addition the suffix ative producing argumentative and even further to
argumentatively by adding a the ly suffix. This then, is the way of Turkish. Even the little words like in, from, at are suffixed to their noun, thus producing an extended word. Consonant Mutation. Changes in pronunciation and spelling of consonants to preserve phonetics and euphony. About Voicing of Consonants. A Voiced Consonant is one where the
voice box is used to produce the sound d, b are in this category. An Unvoiced Consonant is where the voice is silent and only air is expelled to produce the sound such as t, p. The Main Consonants with Two Forms in Turkish. There is some consonant mutation in English. The terminal y of lady changes to an ie in its plural ladies, and the terminal f of
knife changes to a v in its plural knives. Turkish has consonant change, but it is on a larger scale than English. The changes: k to and d to t. The main changes that occur in Turkish words is that a terminal k may change to a (soft g) when a suffix with a vowel is added. The first letter d of a suffix may change to a t when the suffix is added to a word
ending in a hard (unvoiced) consonant f h k p s t. There are also some other minor consonant changes. The Eight Vowels of Turkish. In Turkish the voice sounds are separated into two main groups, consonants and vowels. When there is no obstacle to a voice then the sound is called a vowel. Vowel Classification. This is a description of how the Turkish
vowels are classified by linguists. This book does not use this system, it is only added for completeness. (A) According to the position of tongue and exit. The AUnDotted vowels are pronounced at the back of the mouth more like English. Thick vowels: a o u. The AUnDotted vowels are pronounced at the back of the mouth more like English. Thin
vowels: e i . EDotted vowels are pronounced at the front of the mouth, as the French Language. (B) According to the lips positioning. Straight vowels: a e i Rounded vowels: o u (C) According to the mouth opening. Wide Vowels: a e o Narrow vowels: i u Vowel Harmony Basics. Vowel Harmony: A grammatical rule where subsequent vowels in a word or
suffix follow the vowel properties (rounded/unrounded, front produced/back produced) of the previous vowel. A peculiarity of Turkish is Vowel Harmony where vowels can change in pronunciation and spelling to mirror the previous vowel in a word. In this book Turkish vowels are classified into two groups as follows: The AUnDotted Group of four
vowels are a o u The EDotted Group of four vowels are e i The harmony lies in the fact that all Turkish words of Altaic Turkic Origin are pronounced entirely containing: (1) AUnDotted Vowels The AUnDotted plural suffix lar is added to kap to form the word for doors kaplar (2) EDotted Vowels The EDotted plural suffix ler is added to kyl to produce
villagers kyller. All suffixes follow vowel harmony. For every suffix there is both an AUnDotted Vowel Form and an EDotted Vowel Form . Adding the suffix de in, on, at and the suffix den from These suffixes harmonize with the vowel in the word ev house evlerde [evlerde] in the houses. evden [evden] from the house. evlerinden [evlerinden] from their
house Similarly adding suffix da in, on, at and dan from These suffixes harmonize with the final vowel of the word oda room. odalarda [odalarda] in the rooms odadan [odadan] from the room bulmacalarnda [bulmacalarnda] in their crosswords. Foreign Words Incorporated into Turkish Turkish has imported many words from French, such as televizyon



tlvision and mzisyen musician, kuafr coiffure. These importations have been modified phonetically to the Turkish Alphabet and incorporated into the language. These are spelled according to Turkish phonetics and often have both AUnDotted and EDotted vowels within one word which is unnatural for Turkish. Such is true for the numerous Turkish
words of Arabic origin, such as mektup letter and merhaba hello, and of Persian origin as hane office where vowel harmony does not occur in the word itself. In these cases, consistent with the general rule for vowel harmony in Turkish, the final vowel of the word determines the vowel harmony for suffixation. Vowel Harmony Rules Summary
UnDotted Vowels follow each other. Dotted Vowels follow each other. Turkish Verbs. There are no irregular verbs in Turkish. One single conjugation is used for all verbs. Turkish Verbs are also obey vowel harmony rules. All verbs belong to one of two groups determined by their infinitive forms, those ending in mak (The AUnDotted Vowel Group) and
those ending in mek (The EDotted Vowel Group). In consequence there is more than one form for the tense sign suffix. For illustration the Future Tense suffix may be acak or ecek to follow Vowel Harmony Rules. The suffixes for all mak verbs have only AUnDotted Back Vowels. bakmak to look becomes bakacak [bakacak] he will look. However only
EDotted Front Vowels are found in the suffixes of mek verbs gelmek to come becomes gelecek [gelecek] He will come. Turkish Articles. English uses the same Definite Article "THE" for both subjects and objects. THE dog bit THE man." Turkish does not have separate definite articles. Turkish does not have a Subject Definite Article "THE" Turkish
makes an object word definitive by adding an objective suffix "i u " which equates to the English Object Definite Article "THE". This is one of the difficulties for those learning Turkish as English does not distinguish between subject "the" and object "the" as it uses the definite article "THE" for both of them. An illustration of the Objective Definite
Article (accusative): Fincan masada. The cup is on the table. [subject: "The cup" is already considered as a specific subject in Turkish.] Masadaki fincan bana verin. Give me the cup which is on the table. [object: "The cup"] Here the object the cup fincan has been made definitive (specific) by the addition of the objective suffix to produce fincan
[fincan], the way of saying "the cup" as a specific object. Turkish Adjectives Turkish is a descriptive language, adjectives abound. If Turkish can make something into an adjective then it will do so. Being an descriptive language basically the adjective or adjectival phrase always preceded its noun: kara kedi a black cat as in English. However Turkish
makes great use of adjectival phrases and clauses to describes nouns, actions and thoughts. An Example In English: The black cat with the long tail which is sitting on the mat looks hungry. Using a reduced relative clause: The longtailed black cat sitting on the mat looks hungry. The Turkish Way Describes the cat not only as "black and longtailed" but
also "where and upon what it is sitting" together with any other attributes, such as "its long tail": Minderin stnde oturan uzun kuyruklu kara kedi a grnyor. On the mat which is sitting long tailed black cat hungry looks. In Turkish the subject and object are described adjectivally with regards to place and disposition. Once all the describing is done, the
verb is placed last in the sentence. Structure of Turkish Words. In the structure of Turkish words a vowel always follows a consonant and a consonant always follows a vowel. There are no diphthongs (two vowels occurring together) in Turkish words, other than imported foreign exceptions. In order to preserve this rule certain consonants are inserted
as "buffers" between vowels. These buffers are always Y, N or S. (Y is considered as a consonant in Turkish.) The majority of Turkish Vowels are always pronounced quite short, there is no lengthening of vowels. For Turkish learners this sometimes makes understanding difficult as there is little and light stress in Turkish pronunciation. There is no
gender distinction, so there are no "le" and "la" problems as in French. This borne out by the fact that Turkish only has one word "O" for he, she and it.
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