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At Hearst Networks EMEA, we share stories that matter. A global broadcaster since 1995, we reach audiences in over 100 countries, including the UK, Nordics, Benelux, Central & Eastern Europe, Spain, Italy, Germany, Africa and the Middle East. Our stories are global and local, linear and digital, and always compelling. Personalities shine at Hearst
Networks EMEA. Our culture embraces individuals, in all their daring, passionate, ambitious glory. Our people are our strength, and our differences are celebrated. We challenge each other, collaborate and come together, just as a family does; winning as a team and celebrating as one too. Everyone has a voice and should feel proud and free to run
with their ideas, enjoying their successes and journey with us. And in such an evolving industry, tomorrow is always today. We anticipate change, identify future opportunities and are excited by the potential that tomorrow brings. We want to be famous for creating and sharing stories that matter - unique, trusted, entertaining, everywhere. Whether
our stories challenge and inspire intellectually or simply entertain, we know that we are making a positive contribution to our audiences across the many diverse regions and countries in the UK, Europe, The Middle East and Africa. Striving to always do so requires passion. And it’s with just as much passion that we strive to gain new audiences with
our creativity and by using innovative technology, by partnering with leading and emerging local platforms. With our diverse line-up of original, high-quality programming, our distribution partners across EMEA recognise the benefits of offering Hearst Networks EMEA's distinctive, high quality brands on their platforms and services. We understand
the opportunity to grow engagement with new audiences of all ages and through new partnerships with Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, TikTok and Snapchat, along with our podcasts and on-demand SVOD services, we ensure our programming and unique stories reach audiences across the full demographic spectrum. Join our global team of
talent. At Hearst Networks EMEA you’ll find a team of innovative, creative and collaborative people who embrace change and want to continually try new things. With offices in London, Rome, Madrid, Warsaw, Munich and Johannesburg, we are a truly international company that celebrates difference and diversity. We offer a range of benefits such as
a generous pension plan, life assurance and holiday allowance, and there are useful local perks in various offices, and summer Fridays across the whole company. But most of all, we will support you to develop and grow throughout your time with us. Learning is part of the journey at Hearst Networks EMEA and you’ll be offered personal and
professional development opportunities throughout your career with us. We’ll do everything we can to see you thrive and grow. duncan1890 / DigitalVision Vectors / Getty Used under Getty Images license Greeks are famous for the intricate and interesting governments including their development of democracy. Learn about the 4 common types of
ancient Greece government. Get a breakdown of the different types of ancient Greek government and a few examples of each type. The Greeks knew how to rule. Well, maybe they didn't know the best way, but they refined their process to find it. The vast ancient Greek empire was broken up into city-states. Two of the most famous were Athens and
Sparta. Also called a polis, each city-state had its own way of ruling and government. And the types of government could vary with the ruler of the city-state at that time. However, throughout its history, you can find four distinct types of government used throughout the city-states. MonarchyOligarchyTyrannyDemocracy Explore how these types of
government worked and a few examples of each in ancient Greece. When you think of ancient Greece, a democracy might be the only thing you think about. But it wasn’t the only type of government. Many city-states in ancient Greece started as monarchies. This was the typical rule from 2,000-800 B.C. In a monarchy, rather than the people ruling, a
royal family does. This royal title is then passed down the family line. Think of the Queen of England and her family. That’s a monarchy. Now an ancient Greek monarchy could be an absolute monarchy, where the king was law. More common, however, was a democratic monarchy. For example, Sparta had two kings, but they were kept in check by an
assembly. Other examples of ancient Greek monarchies include: MacedoniaEpeirosCorinthArgos As the Greeks started to get tired of the monarchy rule, oligarchies would become more common from about 800-600 B.C. An oligarchy was a Greek form of government where a small group of people ruled the country. For example, Athens became an
oligarchy when the "council of the 400" took over. The council took control of Athens away from the people of the assembly. Another famous oligarchy of Athens was the Spartan-induced oligarchy of the 30 tyrants. Other important oligarchies throughout ancient Greek history were found in: MegaraThebesSpartaEphesus While a monarchy could be a
good thing when it worked for the good of the people, it could also be oppressive when the ruler was cruel. One ruler runs a tyrannical government, but this ruler took hold of the city-state by murder or some other unconstitutional manner. And this position didn't pass down a family line. However, just because these rulers took over unjustly doesn’t
mean they were inherently evil; instead, they had their own interests at heart. Tyrannies ran rampant from about 600-400 B.C. in Ancient Greece but happened before and after as well. A few famous tyrannical leaders in Greek history include: While some tyrants were demonized, others worked to pave the way for democracy within the city-state. One
of the most famous types of government Greece is known for is democracy, which started around 500 B.C. in Athens. The basic principle of democracy is that the people rule. Several different types of democracy exist, but a true democracy is where every person votes on laws and government. They might do this through a straight vote or
representatives. Many democracies in ancient Greece were broken down into three parts. assembly - citizens showing up to votecouncil - elected officials running daily government decided by a lotterycourts - handle trials and judgment of lawbreakers When talking about Greek democratic government examples, the best-known example is Athens. The
Athenian government was made up of the assembly, boule or Council of Five Hundred, and dikasteria or courts. Other famous examples of ancient Greek democracy include: EritreaSyracuseRhodesArgosMegara As you can see, the government of the city-states of ancient Greece was anything but constant. A tyrannical leader or power shift could lead
to several different rulers and types of government. For example, Athens experienced tyranny, oligarchy and democracy throughout its history. Keep your exploration of all things Greek going by looking at Greek vs. Roman gods. Subscribe to topic Subscribe to author Print Article PDF Ancient Greece witnessed a wide variety of government systems
as people searched for the answers to such fundamental questions as who should rule and how? Should sovereignty lie in the rule of law, the constitution, officials, or the citizens? Not settling on a definitive answer, governments in the Greek world took extraordinarily diverse forms, from tyranny to democracy. Across different Greek city-states and
over many centuries, political power expressed itself in different forms of government, often in the same city as it evolved. Power could rest in the hands of a single individual, an elite or in every male citizen: democracy - widely regarded as the Greeks' greatest contribution to civilization. The four most common systems of Greek government were:
Democracy - rule by the people (male citizens). Monarchy - rule by an individual who had inherited his role. Oligarchy - rule by a select group of individuals. Tyranny - rule by an individual who had seized power by unconstitutional means. Our knowledge of the political systems in the ancient Greek world comes from a wide range of sources. Whilst for
Athens, it is possible to piece together a more complete history, we have only an incomplete picture of the systems in most city-states and many details of how the political apparatus actually functioned are missing. Surviving, though, are over 150 political speeches and 20,000 inscriptions which include 500 decrees and 10 laws. There are also two
specifically political texts with the same title, The Constitution of the Athenians, one written by Aristotle or one of his pupils and the other attributed (by some) to Xenophon. Other sources which discuss politics and government include Aristotle's Politics and the historical works of Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon. In addition, politics is often
lampooned in the comedies of Aristophanes. Democracy Athens' constitution is called a democracy because it respects the interests not of the minority but of the whole people. When it is a question of settling private disputes, everyone is equal before the law; when it is a question of putting one person before another in positions of public
responsibility, what counts is not membership of a particular class, but the actual ability which the man possesses. (Pericles, 431 BCE) Any male citizen 18 years or over could speak (at least in theory) & vote in the assembly of Athens. The word democracy derives from the Greek demos which referred to the entire citizen body and although it is
Athens which has become associated with the birth of democracy (demokratia) from around 460 BCE, other Greek states did establish a similar political system, notably, Argos, (briefly) Syracuse, Rhodes, and Erythrai. Athens is, however, the state we know most about. The assembly of Athens met at least once a month, perhaps two or three times, on
the Pnyx hill in a dedicated space which could accommodate 6000 citizens. Any male citizen 18 years or over could speak (at least in theory) and vote in the assembly, usually with a simple show of hands. Attendance was even paid for in certain periods which was a measure to encourage citizens who lived far away and couldn't afford the time-off to
attend. Speaker's Platform, Athens Assembly, Pnyx, Athens Citizens probably accounted for 10-20% of the polis population, and of these it has been estimated that only 3,000 or so people actively participated in politics. Of this group, perhaps as few as 100 citizens - the wealthiest, most influential, and the best speakers - dominated the political arena
both in front of the assembly and behind the scenes in private conspiratorial political meetings (xynomosiai) and groups (hetaireiai). Critics of democracy, such as Thucydides and Aristophanes, also pointed out that the démos could be too easily swayed by a good orator or popular leaders (the demagogues) and get carried away with their emotions.
Perhaps the most famous bad decision from the Athenian democracy was the death sentence given to the philosopher Socrates in 399 BCE. Issues discussed in the assembly ranged from deciding magistracies to organising and maintaining food supplies to debating military matters. There was in Athens (and also Elis, Tegea, and Thasos) a smaller
body, the boulé, which decided or prioritised the topics which were discussed in the assembly. In addition, in times of crisis and war, this body could also take decisions without the assembly meeting. The boulé or council of 500 citizens was chosen by lot and had a limited term of office, which acted as a kind of executive committee of the assembly.
The decrees of the Assembly could also be challenged by the law courts. Similar in function to the boulé was the council of elders (selected men over 60), the gerousia, of Sparta, which also had the two Spartan kings as members and had certain legal powers. Similar bodies of elders existed in Corinth and Stymphalos. In Athens, the Areopagus was a
similar such council, where elders were made members for life. Socrates Bust, Palazzo Massimo In other Greek states then, there were also democratic assemblies, sometimes, though, with a minimum property stipulation for attendees (as in the Boiotian federation 447-386 BCE). Some city-states also mixed democratic assemblies with a monarchy
(for example, Macedonia and Molossia). The kings of Sparta were kept in check by ephors (ephoroi) who were themselves elected by the assembly. Monarchy In the Greek world monarchies were rare and were often only distinguishable from a tyranny when the hereditary ruler was more benevolent and ruled in the genuine interest of his people. The
most famous monarchies were those in the states of Macedonia and Epeiros, where the ruler shared power with an assembly, limited though these were in practice. Although Sparta also possessed a citizen assembly, it is most famous for its system of two kings. Not absolute monarchs, they did, however, hold great power when they led the Spartan
army in times of war. During peacetime the kings were kept in check by ephors (ephoroi) who were themselves elected by the assembly. Clearly, a degree of political consensus was necessary for this overlapping apparatus to function. The kings were also members of the gerousia and were admitted from a young age, so that they must have had a
significant advantage over the other members who couldn't join until they were 60. Spartan kings could, however, be put on trial and even exiled. Tyranny Tyrants were sole rulers of a state who had taken power in an unconstitutional manner, often murdering their predecessor. However, Greek tyrants were not necessarily evil rulers (as the word
signifies today); they simply looked after their own interests. Syracuse in Sicily had a run of famous tyrants, for example, Dionysios from 405 BCE and his son Dionysios II, who took over in 367 BCE. Others include Peisistratos in Athens (from c. 560 BCE) - a typical benevolent tyrant who actually paved the way for democracy, Pheidon in Argos (c. 660
BCE), Lycophron in Thessaly, the Kypselidai, which included Periander, in Corinth (c. 657-585 BCE), and Polycrates in Samos (530-522 BCE). For Athenians, tyranny became the exact opposite of democracy, a position that allowed the citizens of Athens to feel a certain superiority. This feeling was especially evidenced in the demonizing of the Persian
kings Darius and Xerxes, the tyrants par excellence. Oligarchy An oligarchy is a system of political power controlled by a select group of individuals, sometimes small in number but it could also include large groups. For the Greeks (or more particularly the Athenians) any system which excluded power from the whole citizen-body and was not a
tyranny or monarchy was described as an oligarchy. Oligarchies were perhaps the most common form of city-state government and they often occurred when democracy went wrong. Unfortunately, information concerning oligarchies in the Greek world is sparse. We know that in 411 BCE in Athens, 'the oligarchy of the 400' took power out of the
hands of the Assembly and were themselves superseded by a more moderate oligarchy of 5000. In 404 BCE, following the defeat of the Athenian military forces in Sicily, there was an oligarchy of 'the Thirty Tyrants' in Athens which was a particularly brutal regime, noted for its summary executions. Megara and Thebes were other states which had an
oligarchic system. There was a certain expectation that the honourable citizen would play his active part in civic life. Public Officials In Athens the law was devised and enforced by magistrates (archai). All citizens were eligible for the position, and indeed there may well have been a certain expectation that the honourable citizen would play his active
part in civic life. For the Greeks, the state was not seen as an interfering entity which sought to limit one's freedom but as an apparatus through which the individual could fully express his membership of the community. The regular turnover of archai, due to limited terms of office and the prohibition of re-election, meant abuse of power was kept in
check and the rulers would, in turn, become the ruled. Various boards of officials also existed to make administrative decisions; members of these were usually taken from each of the ten traditional tribes. Many civic positions were short-term and chosen by lot to ensure bribery was kept to a minimum. Importantly, positions of power often required
not only free time but also financial layout to fund municipal projects such as shipbuilding and festivals. Therefore, it was probably the case that public positions were in reality dominated by the wealthier citizens. In Sparta, the most important state officials were the five ephors. These were probably elected by the assembly of Sparta and they held
office for only one year. However, during that time they had power over most areas of civic life and they could appoint and check on all the other public officials. Military commanders also held public office in some city-states. In Athens, the board of ten elected generals, known as the strategoi, could influence the agenda of the assembly and so
prioritise their own causes. They were subject to votes of confidence by the Assembly but this didn't stop Pericles, for example, holding office as strategos for 15 consecutive years. Did you like this definition? This human-authored article has been reviewed by our editorial team before publication to ensure accuracy, reliability and adherence to
academic standards in accordance with our editorial policy. The Greek city-states had different types of governments. Some had a direct democracy where all citizens could participate (e.g. Athens), some had a monarchy (Sparta), others had an oligarchy where a small powerful group led the government (Thebes), and others had a single leader or
Tyrant (Syracuse). Greek city-states were very different in terms of their type of government. There were four main systems: democracy, monarchy, oligarchy, and tyranny. Some city-states changed between these types. Athens, for example, had at one time a democracy and at other times an oligarchy. World History Encyclopedia is a non-profit
organization. Please support free history education for millions of learners worldwide for only $5 per month by becoming a member. Thank you! World History Encyclopedia is a non-profit organization. Please support free history education for millions of learners worldwide for only $5 per month by becoming a member. Thank you! Become a Member

Donate Submitted by Mark Cartwright, published on 20 March 2018. The copyright holder has published this content under the following license: Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike. This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon this content non-commercially, as long as they credit the author and license their new
creations under the identical terms. When republishing on the web a hyperlink back to the original content source URL must be included. Please note that content linked from this page may have different licensing terms. Add Event Visual Timeline List of annual archons at Athens begins. Pheidon is tyrant in Argos. The Kypselidai are tyrants of
Corinth. Draco produces a new law code in Athens. In Athens the archon Solon lays the foundations for democracy. An oligarchy of 80 takes power at Corinth. The tyrant Phalaris rules Agrigento, expanding its territory. Pisistratos becomes tyrant in Athens for the first time. Polycrates rules as tyrant of Samos. Life of Athenian general and statesman
Themistocles. Fall of the Peisistratid tyranny in Athens. The tyrant of Athens Hipparchos is killed by Harmodios and Aristogeiton - the 'tyrannicides'. According to Aristotle, the institution of ostracism is introduced in Athens under Cleisthenes. Reforms by Cleisthenes establishes democracy in Athens. Themistocles is made archon in Athens. The tyrant
Theron rules Agrigento. The first ostracism vote takes place in Athens and Hipparchus is exiled. Archons begin to be appointed by lot in Athens. Aristides is voted in an ostracism in Athens and exiled from the city. The Tyrant Kadmos permits the establishment of democratic government on Kos. The general and statesman Themistocles is voted in an
ostracism and exiled from Athens. Pericles leads a prosecution of Cimon on charges of corruption but he is acquitted. Radicalisation of democracy in Athens; Cimon exiled, Pericles comes to exercise influence. Pericles introduces democratic institutions in Athens. Cimon is voted in an ostracism in Athens and exiled from the city. Period of full and
direct citizen democracy in Athens. The Boeotian federation has a minimum property requirement for participation in the democratic assembly. In the last recorded ostracism the demagogue Hyperbolos is exiled from Athens. The oligarchy of the 400 take over the democracy in Athens and in a matter of months is replaced by an oligarchy of 5000.
Dionysius becomes tyrant in Syracuse, Sicily. End of the Peloponnesian war, Athens defeated By Sparta at Aigospotamoi, Rule of the Thirty Tyrants in Athens. Restoration of the democracy in Athens, death of the tyrant Critias. Dionysius II becomes tyrant of Syracuse, Sicily. Demosthenes begins to deliver speeches in the Athenian assembly. Timoleon
defeats Dionysius II of Syracuse and establishes an oligarchy government. Phocion is tried for treason and sentenced to death by poisoning. Greece believed to be one of the oldest civilizations of the world has seen several rise and fall during the period of Classical Greece dating from 8th century B.C to 146 Century B.C. The Ancient Greek
Government was run by the Aristocrats for most of its time and even in other forms of government they were still very influential in the political sphere. Types of Governments in Ancient Greece There were mainly four main types of governments in ancient Greece: Aristocracy was the most commonly found system of government in which there was a
completely different political class known as the aristocrats who monopolized political power excluding the masses. Tyranny was the rule by the one who overthrew the ruling order and monopolized political power in his own hands mostly with the support of the masses. Democracy was a system of direct rule by the masses through voting and
debates, and all the policies decided by the popular assemblies. Monarchy was uncommon but it was still present in certain states like Sparta which were ruled by royal families or a single royal king. Ancient Greek Governments Aristocracy or oligarchy (Rule of the few) The term was derived from the Greek word aristocrat, meaning “rule of the best”.
The concept evolved in Ancient Greece, whereby a council of famous citizens was commonly used and contrasted with “direct monarchy” in which an individual king held the power. The Ancient Greeks did not like the concept of monarchy, and as their democratic system fell, the aristocracy was upheld. Although Aristocracy in Ancient Greece was
proclaimed by famous Greek philosophers like Plato and Aristotle as the rule of the best. But in reality, it was the rule of a few where a group of people controlled its politics excluding the masses. Throughout the Mycenaean period, aristocracy dominated the Greek lands and even up to the classical period most of Greece was under oligarchy except
Athens which became a democracy. Entry to this aristocracy was forbidden by birth and they considered themselves as the best of the population, gaining undue privileges in society and economy. They controlled huge lands which were maintained by a huge force of slaves and most of their gains where reaped by these small groups of people.
Tyranny(Rule of the usurper) In the 7th Century B.C there came a major change in the ancient Greece Government with the emergence of the Middle class. They were the group of people who replaced the aristocrats in several Greek states - cities. They were not the tyrants in the modern sense but they were usurpers of supreme power, thus known
as the same. However, in other states, the middle Classes were wilfully included in the running of the Government by the aristocrats. All the tyrants were not very successful in sustaining peace in their own states due to constant conflict and snatching of power. However, some were dedicated towards the development of their people. Some of the
tyrants like Cypselus of Corinth, Cleisthenes of Sicyon, Pheidon of Argos, Polycrates of Samos, Pisistratus and Hippias of Athens are well known in the history of Greek for their noble work. These states were known as Oligarchies which meant Rule by Few. Most successful and prominent among these Oligarchies was Sparta. Important Oligarchies in
ancient Greece were Thebes, Megara, Ephesus. But the Tyrants had the constant threat from the Aristocracy and Spartans. The last Tyrant Hippias was defeated by the Spartan in 510 B.C. Thus the Spartan became a strong power in the Government of Ancient Greece in 5th Century B.C. Famous Tyrants included Cleisthenes, Polycrates, Pheidon.
Democracy(Rule by the People) Until 6th century B.C Greek had only seen aristocracy and Oligarchies. In the second half of 6th Century, the people of Athens formed the first Democratic Governor of the World. The Ancient Greek Government experienced a radical change as the Aristocrats were overthrown and the government was formed by the
people. Ancient Greek democracy was a system of direct democracy in which the people present in the assembly took the decision directly instead of having any representative to vote. The people rotated on a random basis and took part in the popular assemblies where proposals were submitted and the people voted. The word democracy comes from
the Greek word, demos meaning people and Kratos which means power and hence the world literally means that the power of the people. Athenian Ancient Greece Democracy had been established actually as a result of the continuous reorganizations. It remains a unique and intriguing experiment in direct democracy where the people do not elect
representatives to vote on their behalf but vote on legislation and executive bills in their own right. Participation was by no means open, but the in-group of participants was constituted with no reference to economic class and they participated on a scale that was truly phenomenal. The public opinion of voters was remarkably influenced by the
political satire performed by the comic poets at the theatres. The Citizens Assembly was formed to discuss the city policies in Athens. Everyone but the metrics (i.e. Foreigners) and slaves had equal political rights. After Athens, the other states of the Government of ancient Greece also saw the rise of Democracy in late 6th century B.C. Important
Democracies in ancient Greece included Athens, Syracuse, Argos. Monarchy (Rule of the royalty) Monarchy in ancient Greece was rare but it did exist especially between 800-200 BC. But it was a bit different than normally thought. Instead of having complete control over all resources and laws, it was more of a democratic or aristocratic type of
monarchy. The kings generally had a council of advisors consisting of intellectual or educated people, the elders of the state or even a hereditary group of aristocrats who advised the kings about their policies. They even sometimes had a popular council of citizens who advised or regulated the powers of the king like in Sparta which had two kings at
the same time. Important monarchies in ancient Greece were Sparta, Corinth, Argos. Governments in Different periods of Ancient Greece Mycenean Greece Mycenaean Greece was divided into several centrally organized states also known as palatial states. They were controlled and ruled from the palaces by a chief known as Wanax who oversaw all
aspects including military, religious and judicial matters. The states were divided into subdivisions ruled by palaces which were controlled by aristocrats. These were known as the palace bureaucracies where almost all revenue sources including land and other religious and political matters were controlled from these palaces. Almost all the lands
belonged to these aristocrats who collected taxes from the people and the peasants worked for these palace lords. Dark Ages The dark ages were a time in ancient Greek history when civilizations almost collapsed. The Mycenaean civilization collapsed to give way to a pastoral way of life, where people migrated continuously and states were very
minimal. Many aristocrats remained and even some smaller palatial polities where all spheres of life were controlled by the Aristocrats. Archaic Period The dark ages gave way to the archaic period which has also been called the age of tyrants. During this phase, small city-states known as Polies came up, which signalled the rise of urbanity
reemerging after the dark ages. The archaic period also saw the rise of autocratic rulers known as tyrants who overthrew the aristocratic order. According to Aristotle, the nobility became extremely oppressive and arrogant which made them frustrated with the corrupt aristocracy. The tyrants with the help of this public support came up to
monopolize power in their own hands. The first tyrant was Cypselus who seized the government in Corinth in 655 BC. These tyrants were mostly aristocrats themselves who became ambitious enough to seize power with public support or military generals who seized power with sheer military power. Classical Period The 200 years between the 5th
and 4th century BC is when Greek culture reached its peak with great inventions in scientific fields and great intellectual discourses in philosophy, art and literature. It also signaled the rise of democracy in ancient Greece. When the public became aware of the downsides of tyranny, they wanted more political rights and at this moment a system of
direct democracy was established in Athens. Athens was the most popular state with its ‘egalitarian’ democracy but the period saw even other states sharing atleast some power with the masses. Popular assemblies were established which allowed the public to share certain political power. States like Magara and even Sparta had such assemblies.
Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must give appropriate credit , provide a link to the
license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No additional restrictions — You may not apply
legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The license may not give you all of the permissions
necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Democracy in ancient Greece served as one of the first forms of self-rule government in the ancient world. The system and ideas employed by the ancient Greeks had profound influences on how democracy
developed, and its impact on the formation of the U.S. government.Social Studies, Ancient CivilizationsThe ancient Greeks were the first to create a democracy. The word “democracy” comes from two Greek words that mean people (demos) and rule (kratos). Democracy is the idea that the citizens of a country should take an active role in the
government of their country and manage it directly or through elected representatives. In addition, it supports the idea that the people can replace their government through peaceful transfers of power rather than violent uprising or revolution. Thus, a key part of democracy is that the people have a voice.The first known democracy in the world was
in Athens. Athenian democracy developed around the fifth century B.C.E. The Greek idea of democracy was different from present-day democracy because, in Athens, all adult citizens were required to take an active part in the government. If they did not fulfill their duty they would be fined and sometimes marked with red paint. The Athenian
definition of “citizens” was also different from modern-day citizens: only free men were considered citizens in Athens. Women, children, and slaves were not considered citizens and therefore could not vote.Each year 500 names were chosen from all the citizens of ancient Athens. Those 500 citizens had to actively serve in the government for one year.
During that year, they were responsible for making new laws and controlled all parts of the political process. When a new law was proposed, all the citizens of Athens had the opportunity to vote on it. To vote, citizens had to attend the assembly on the day the vote took place. This form of government is called direct democracy.The United States has a
representative democracy. Representative democracy is a government in which citizens vote for representatives who create and change laws that govern the people rather than getting to vote directly on the laws themselves.The audio, illustrations, photos, and videos are credited beneath the media asset, except for promotional images, which
generally link to another page that contains the media credit. The Rights Holder for media is the person or group credited.Tyson Brown, National Geographic SocietyNational Geographic SocietyGina Borgia, National Geographic SocietyJeanna Sullivan, National Geographic SocietySarah Appleton, National Geographic Society, National Geographic
SocietyMargot Willis, National Geographic SocietyotherFor information on user permissions, please read our Terms of Service. If you have questions about how to cite anything on our website in your project or classroom presentation, please contact your teacher. They will best know the preferred format. When you reach out to them, you will need
the page title, URL, and the date you accessed the resource.Medialf a media asset is downloadable, a download button appears in the corner of the media viewer. If no button appears, you cannot download or save the media.TextText on this page is printable and can be used according to our Terms of Service.InteractivesAny interactives on this page
can only be played while you are visiting our website. You cannot download interactives. Subscribe to topic Subscribe to author Print Article PDF Ancient Greece witnessed a wide variety of government systems as people searched for the answers to such fundamental questions as who should rule and how? Should sovereignty lie in the rule of law, the
constitution, officials, or the citizens? Not settling on a definitive answer, governments in the Greek world took extraordinarily diverse forms, from tyranny to democracy. Across different Greek city-states and over many centuries, political power expressed itself in different forms of government, often in the same city as it evolved. Power could rest in
the hands of a single individual, an elite or in every male citizen: democracy - widely regarded as the Greeks' greatest contribution to civilization. The four most common systems of Greek government were: Democracy - rule by the people (male citizens). Monarchy - rule by an individual who had inherited his role. Oligarchy - rule by a select group of
individuals. Tyranny - rule by an individual who had seized power by unconstitutional means. Our knowledge of the political systems in the ancient Greek world comes from a wide range of sources. Whilst for Athens, it is possible to piece together a more complete history, we have only an incomplete picture of the systems in most city-states and many
details of how the political apparatus actually functioned are missing. Surviving, though, are over 150 political speeches and 20,000 inscriptions which include 500 decrees and 10 laws. There are also two specifically political texts with the same title, The Constitution of the Athenians, one written by Aristotle or one of his pupils and the other
attributed (by some) to Xenophon. Other sources which discuss politics and government include Aristotle's Politics and the historical works of Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon. In addition, politics is often lampooned in the comedies of Aristophanes. Democracy Athens' constitution is called a democracy because it respects the interests not of the
minority but of the whole people. When it is a question of settling private disputes, everyone is equal before the law; when it is a question of putting one person before another in positions of public responsibility, what counts is not membership of a particular class, but the actual ability which the man possesses. (Pericles, 431 BCE) Any male citizen 18
years or over could speak (at least in theory) & vote in the assembly of Athens. The word democracy derives from the Greek démos which referred to the entire citizen body and although it is Athens which has become associated with the birth of democracy (demokratia) from around 460 BCE, other Greek states did establish a similar political system,
notably, Argos, (briefly) Syracuse, Rhodes, and Erythrai. Athens is, however, the state we know most about. The assembly of Athens met at least once a month, perhaps two or three times, on the Pnyx hill in a dedicated space which could accommodate 6000 citizens. Any male citizen 18 years or over could speak (at least in theory) and vote in the
assembly, usually with a simple show of hands. Attendance was even paid for in certain periods which was a measure to encourage citizens who lived far away and couldn't afford the time-off to attend. Speaker's Platform, Athens Assembly, Pnyx, Athens Citizens probably accounted for 10-20% of the polis population, and of these it has been estimated
that only 3,000 or so people actively participated in politics. Of this group, perhaps as few as 100 citizens - the wealthiest, most influential, and the best speakers - dominated the political arena both in front of the assembly and behind the scenes in private conspiratorial political meetings (xynomosiai) and groups (hetaireiai). Critics of democracy,
such as Thucydides and Aristophanes, also pointed out that the demos could be too easily swayed by a good orator or popular leaders (the demagogues) and get carried away with their emotions. Perhaps the most famous bad decision from the Athenian democracy was the death sentence given to the philosopher Socrates in 399 BCE. Issues discussed
in the assembly ranged from deciding magistracies to organising and maintaining food supplies to debating military matters. There was in Athens (and also Elis, Tegea, and Thasos) a smaller body, the boule, which decided or prioritised the topics which were discussed in the assembly. In addition, in times of crisis and war, this body could also take
decisions without the assembly meeting. The boulé or council of 500 citizens was chosen by lot and had a limited term of office, which acted as a kind of executive committee of the assembly. The decrees of the Assembly could also be challenged by the law courts. Similar in function to the boulé was the council of elders (selected men over 60), the
gerousia, of Sparta, which also had the two Spartan kings as members and had certain legal powers. Similar bodies of elders existed in Corinth and Stymphalos. In Athens, the Areopagus was a similar such council, where elders were made members for life. Socrates Bust, Palazzo Massimo In other Greek states then, there were also democratic
assemblies, sometimes, though, with a minimum property stipulation for attendees (as in the Boiotian federation 447-386 BCE). Some city-states also mixed democratic assemblies with a monarchy (for example, Macedonia and Molossia). The kings of Sparta were kept in check by ephors (ephoroi) who were themselves elected by the assembly.
Monarchy In the Greek world monarchies were rare and were often only distinguishable from a tyranny when the hereditary ruler was more benevolent and ruled in the genuine interest of his people. The most famous monarchies were those in the states of Macedonia and Epeiros, where the ruler shared power with an assembly, limited though these
were in practice. Although Sparta also possessed a citizen assembly, it is most famous for its system of two kings. Not absolute monarchs, they did, however, hold great power when they led the Spartan army in times of war. During peacetime the kings were kept in check by ephors (ephoroi) who were themselves elected by the assembly. Clearly, a
degree of political consensus was necessary for this overlapping apparatus to function. The kings were also members of the gerousia and were admitted from a young age, so that they must have had a significant advantage over the other members who couldn't join until they were 60. Spartan kings could, however, be put on trial and even exiled.
Tyranny Tyrants were sole rulers of a state who had taken power in an unconstitutional manner, often murdering their predecessor. However, Greek tyrants were not necessarily evil rulers (as the word signifies today); they simply looked after their own interests. Syracuse in Sicily had a run of famous tyrants, for example, Dionysios from 405 BCE and
his son Dionysios II, who took over in 367 BCE. Others include Peisistratos in Athens (from c. 560 BCE) - a typical benevolent tyrant who actually paved the way for democracy, Pheidon in Argos (c. 660 BCE), Lycophron in Thessaly, the Kypselidai, which included Periander, in Corinth (c. 657-585 BCE), and Polycrates in Samos (530-522 BCE). For
Athenians, tyranny became the exact opposite of democracy, a position that allowed the citizens of Athens to feel a certain superiority. This feeling was especially evidenced in the demonizing of the Persian kings Darius and Xerxes, the tyrants par excellence. Oligarchy An oligarchy is a system of political power controlled by a select group of
individuals, sometimes small in number but it could also include large groups. For the Greeks (or more particularly the Athenians) any system which excluded power from the whole citizen-body and was not a tyranny or monarchy was described as an oligarchy. Oligarchies were perhaps the most common form of city-state government and they often
occurred when democracy went wrong. Unfortunately, information concerning oligarchies in the Greek world is sparse. We know that in 411 BCE in Athens, 'the oligarchy of the 400' took power out of the hands of the Assembly and were themselves superseded by a more moderate oligarchy of 5000. In 404 BCE, following the defeat of the Athenian
military forces in Sicily, there was an oligarchy of 'the Thirty Tyrants' in Athens which was a particularly brutal regime, noted for its summary executions. Megara and Thebes were other states which had an oligarchic system. There was a certain expectation that the honourable citizen would play his active part in civic life. Public Officials In Athens
the law was devised and enforced by magistrates (archai). All citizens were eligible for the position, and indeed there may well have been a certain expectation that the honourable citizen would play his active part in civic life. For the Greeks, the state was not seen as an interfering entity which sought to limit one's freedom but as an apparatus
through which the individual could fully express his membership of the community. The regular turnover of archai, due to limited terms of office and the prohibition of re-election, meant abuse of power was kept in check and the rulers would, in turn, become the ruled. Various boards of officials also existed to make administrative decisions; members
of these were usually taken from each of the ten traditional tribes. Many civic positions were short-term and chosen by lot to ensure bribery was kept to a minimum. Importantly, positions of power often required not only free time but also financial layout to fund municipal projects such as shipbuilding and festivals. Therefore, it was probably the case
that public positions were in reality dominated by the wealthier citizens. In Sparta, the most important state officials were the five ephors. These were probably elected by the assembly of Sparta and they held office for only one year. However, during that time they had power over most areas of civic life and they could appoint and check on all the
other public officials. Military commanders also held public office in some city-states. In Athens, the board of ten elected generals, known as the strategoi, could influence the agenda of the assembly and so prioritise their own causes. They were subject to votes of confidence by the Assembly but this didn't stop Pericles, for example, holding office as
strategos for 15 consecutive years. Did you like this definition? This human-authored article has been reviewed by our editorial team before publication to ensure accuracy, reliability and adherence to academic standards in accordance with our editorial policy. The Greek city-states had different types of governments. Some had a direct democracy
where all citizens could participate (e.g. Athens), some had a monarchy (Sparta), others had an oligarchy where a small powerful group led the government (Thebes), and others had a single leader or Tyrant (Syracuse). Greek city-states were very different in terms of their type of government. There were four main systems: democracy, monarchy,
oligarchy, and tyranny. Some city-states changed between these types. Athens, for example, had at one time a democracy and at other times an oligarchy. World History Encyclopedia is a non-profit organization. Please support free history education for millions of learners worldwide for only $5 per month by becoming a member. Thank you! World
History Encyclopedia is a non-profit organization. Please support free history education for millions of learners worldwide for only $5 per month by becoming a member. Thank you! Become a Member Donate Submitted by Mark Cartwright, published on 20 March 2018. The copyright holder has published this content under the following license:
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that content linked from this page may have different licensing terms. Add Event Visual Timeline List of annual archons at Athens begins. Pheidon is tyrant in Argos. The Kypselidai are tyrants of Corinth. Draco produces a new law code in Athens. In Athens the archon Solon lays the foundations for democracy. An oligarchy of 80 takes power at
Corinth. The tyrant Phalaris rules Agrigento, expanding its territory. Pisistratos becomes tyrant in Athens for the first time. Polycrates rules as tyrant of Samos. Life of Athenian general and statesman Themistocles. Fall of the Peisistratid tyranny in Athens. The tyrant of Athens Hipparchos is killed by Harmodios and Aristogeiton - the 'tyrannicides’.
According to Aristotle, the institution of ostracism is introduced in Athens under Cleisthenes. Reforms by Cleisthenes establishes democracy in Athens. Themistocles is made archon in Athens. The tyrant Theron rules Agrigento. The first ostracism vote takes place in Athens and Hipparchus is exiled. Archons begin to be appointed by lot in Athens.
Aristides is voted in an ostracism in Athens and exiled from the city. The Tyrant Kadmos permits the establishment of democratic government on Kos. The general and statesman Themistocles is voted in an ostracism and exiled from Athens. Pericles leads a prosecution of Cimon on charges of corruption but he is acquitted. Radicalisation of democracy
in Athens; Cimon exiled, Pericles comes to exercise influence. Pericles introduces democratic institutions in Athens. Cimon is voted in an ostracism in Athens and exiled from the city. Period of full and direct citizen democracy in Athens. The Boeotian federation has a minimum property requirement for participation in the democratic assembly. In the
last recorded ostracism the demagogue Hyperbolos is exiled from Athens. The oligarchy of the 400 take over the democracy in Athens and in a matter of months is replaced by an oligarchy of 5000. Dionysius becomes tyrant in Syracuse, Sicily. End of the Peloponnesian war, Athens defeated By Sparta at Aigospotamoi, Rule of the Thirty Tyrants in
Athens. Restoration of the democracy in Athens, death of the tyrant Critias. Dionysius II becomes tyrant of Syracuse, Sicily. Demosthenes begins to deliver speeches in the Athenian assembly. Timoleon defeats Dionysius II of Syracuse and establishes an oligarchy government. Phocion is tried for treason and sentenced to death by poisoning.



