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In psychology-related studies, qualitative research plays an important role because it allows for focusing on subjective perceptions and concerns of study participants, and they are important for examining in psychological studies. Narrative inquiry is one of the research designs typical of the qualitative methodology that contributes significantly to
psychological research while providing researchers with information regarding participants’ life experiences (Ho et al., 2020; James, 2018; Pietersen et al., 2018). The purpose of this paper is to present the overview of narrative inquiry as a specific qualitative research design, describe its features, identify approaches to gathering relevant
information, discuss its benefits, and focus on limitations. We will write a custom essay on your topic tailored to your instructions! Description of Narrative Research Narrative inquiry, which is also known as narrative analysis, is a specific type of qualitative research that is focused on studying a person’s life experience in the context of the whole life
story, or a narrative. Data for this research are collected in a narrative form, through presenting by participants of their narratives about their experiences, perceptions, concerns, attitudes, and lifestyle among other personal details (James, 2018; Pietersen et al., 2018). According to James (2018), narrative inquiry is “a way of researching which
focuses on the whole and the specific, not the fragmented and the general,” and this method “foregrounds the telling of stories as a way of giving and exploring meanings of an individual’s experience” (p. 42). This holistic approach to collecting and analyzing or interpreting narrative data allows for concentrating on in-depth individuals’ stories to
address a range of psychology-related research questions. Those researchers who apply narrative inquiry usually start by formulating specific research questions that require answers regarding individuals’ life experiences. The next step is the selection of the data collection approach and the preparation of an appropriate instrument. For instance,
Pietersen et al. (2018) used a developed questionnaire to organize the collection of narrative data. Chen (2019) used a set of questions that were developed for a case study. Androutsopoulou and Stefanoua (2018) applied probing questions to stimulate participants’ story-telling. When stories about respondents’ experiences and perceptions are
collected, it is necessary to apply narrative analysis to identify themes in individuals’ narratives that provide the answers to the set research questions (Ho et al., 2020). The focus on these subjective and detailed data allows for adding significant information about certain phenomena or situations not only to research but also to practice in the field of
psychology. Data Collection Methods It is important to note that narrative research is based on collecting qualitative data. The three main ways of gathering data that are appropriate to be used by psychologists for analysis of individuals are interviews, autobiographies and other person-related documents, and observations. In this context, an
interview is an effective approach to provide important data about individuals and certain psychological issues because researchers are involved in interviews, and they can use probing questions to stimulate respondents to tell information that is important for research (Ho et al., 2020; James, 2018; Pietersen et al., 2018). For example, Pietersen et al.
(2018) used detailed interviews to study specific life experiences of online gamers. An autobiography or a self-narrative is another useful tool for collecting data. In their study, Androutsopoulou and Stefanoua (2018) applied both interviews and self-reported autobiographies to determine turning points in the life of selected participants.
Autobiographies allow for focusing on the respondents’ views regarding their life. Get your 100% customized paper done in as little as 1 hour The third way of gathering data is the observation that is based on some contacts with subjects and writing down their narratives without asking the participants of the study directly. For instance, in their
study, Pietersen et al. (2018) not only conducted interviews but also observed the participants focus more on their narratives and story-telling. Even though open-ended interviews are most frequently applied in narrative inquiry studies, observations are also efficient tools because of the possibility to decrease the resources required to conduct such a
qualitative study. Therefore, it is possible to state that all three mentioned approaches are useful to collect relevant data about an individual to conduct effective psychological research and analysis. Benefits of Using Narrative Inquiry It is important to claim that narrative research has many benefits in comparison to other types of qualitative
methodology. Thus, researchers who have selected and applied narrative inquiry in their studies note that this approach allows for collecting data from participants as storytellers without eliminating them in opportunities to provide complete information regarding a certain topic (Androutsopoulou & Stefanoua, 2018; Chen, 2019; James, 2018). In the
context of psychological research, this aspect is important because researchers may gain critical details from the context of participants’ whole stories, not only their answers to interview questions. As a result, it is possible to gather in-depth and relevant data that cover not only the topic of a conversation but also include details regarding a person’s
experiences that are important to be noted in psychological research. According to Josselson, the narrative inquiry “strives to preserve the complexity of what it means to be human and to locate its observations of people and phenomena in society” (as cited in Pietersen et al., 2018, p. 125). For example, in the study by Pietersen et al. (2018), the
researchers were interested in studying the world of online gamers through the interpretation of narratives about their individual experiences daily. These narratives were examined to reveal the meanings individuals added to online gaming. Therefore, the related advantage of using narrative inquiry is that it is possible to collect and focus on
comprehensive meanings that can be revealed by interviewees in their narratives usually presented as stories. Limitations and Challenges Despite providing thick descriptions of individuals’ experiences and views, it is important to note that narrative inquiry as other qualitative approaches has certain limitations and challenges or obstacles to
application. The first limitation to consider is the inappropriateness of this approach for studies involving many subjects because of the necessity of collecting extensive information regarding each participant (Pietersen et al., 2018). The other limitation is that narrative inquiry is a time-consuming approach, and much time is required to prepare a
study, test a questionnaire or another data collection tool, interview all the participants, and complete a detailed and interpretative analysis of narratives (Androutsopoulou & Stefanoua, 2018). One should state that much attention should also be paid to ethical issues because anonymity and confidentiality of respondents should be granted and
protected. We're here to rescue and write a custom academic paper in just 1 hour! Another limitation is that narratives represent a self-reported type of data, and self-reporting is not regarded as trustworthy. According to James (2018), this aspect negatively affects the validity of the findings and conclusions of studies, in which narrative inquiry was
applied. In addition, the problem is also often in the fact that the aspect of reliability is usually not related to qualitative studies that are based on narrative research because the same results cannot be received in the future. Furthermore, depending on the involved population and sample, the findings of the narrative inquiry are often different, and
the representativeness of a sample is an important factor to pay attention to when planning to conduct a qualitative study based on narrative research (Androutsopoulou & Stefanoua, 2018; Pietersen et al., 2018). Still, although the results of narrative inquiry studies are subjective and cannot be generalized to a wider population, they significantly add
to developing psychological practice and models. Conclusion The review and analysis of information presented in the studies that have applied narrative inquiry in the field of psychological research indicate that this research design is effective when it is necessary to collect in-depth data regarding individuals’ experiences. Additionally, this research
type is important to be used when researchers must gain an understanding of specific meanings that people can attribute to different phenomena or processes and situations. This research design has many advantages that are important for researchers who choose narrative inquiry despite certain limitations of this approach. The reason is that
narrative research can significantly contribute to psychological theory and practice because of provides detailed information regarding individuals, their concerns, experiences, problems, and views among other factors. References Androutsopoulou, A., & Stefanoua, M. M. (2018). Seeking “home”: Personal narratives and turning points in the lives of
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the early 20th century,[1] as evidence exists that this method was used in psychology and sociology.[2] Narrative inquiry uses field texts, such as stories, autobiography, journals, field notes, letters, conversations, interviews, family stories, photos (and other artifacts), and life experience, as the units of analysis to research and understand the way
people create meaning in their lives as narratives.[3] Narrative inquiry has been employed as a tool for analysis in the fields of cognitive science, organizational studies, knowledge theory, applied linguistics, sociology, occupational science and education studies, among others. Other approaches include the development of quantitative methods and
tools based on the large volume captured by fragmented anecdotal material, and that which is self signified or indexed at the point of capture.[4] Narrative inquiry challenges the philosophy behind quantitative/grounded data-gathering and questions the idea of "objective" data; however, it has been criticized for not being "theoretical enough."[5][6]
In disciplines like applied linguistics, scholarly work has pointed out that enough critical mass of studies exists in the discipline that uses this theory, and that a framework can be developed to guide its application.[7] Narrative inquiry is a form of qualitative research, that emerged in the field of management science and later also developed in the
field of knowledge management, which shares the sphere of information management.[8] Narrative case studies were used by Sigmund Freud in the field of psychology, and biographies were used in sociology in the early twentieth century.[2] Thus narrative inquiry focuses on the organization of human knowledge more than merely the collection and
processing of data. It also implies that knowledge itself is considered valuable and noteworthy even when known by only one person. Knowledge management was coined as a discipline in the early 1980s as a method of identifying, representing, sharing, and communicating knowledge.[9] Knowledge management and narrative inquiry share the idea
of knowledge transfer, a theory which seeks to transfer unquantifiable elements of knowledge, including experience. Knowledge, if not communicated, becomes arguably useless, literally unused. Philosopher Andy Clark speculates that the ways in which minds deal with narrative (second-hand information) and memory (first-hand perception) are
cognitively indistinguishable. Narrative, then, becomes an effective and powerful method of transferring knowledge.[citation needed] More recently, there has been a "narrative turn" in social science in response to the criticism against the paradigmatic methods of research.[2] It has also been forecasted that soon narrative inquiry will emerge as an
independent research method as opposed to being an extension of the qualitative method.[7] Narrative is a powerful tool in the transfer, or sharing, of knowledge, one that is bound to cognitive issues of memory, constructed memory, and perceived memory. Jerome Bruner discusses this issue in his 1990 book, Acts of Meaning, where he considers the
narrative form as a non-neutral rhetorical account that aims at "illocutionary intentions", or the desire to communicate meaning.[10] This technique might be called "narrative" or defined as a particular branch of storytelling within the narrative method. Bruner's approach places the narrative in time, to "assume an experience of time" rather than just
making reference to historical time.[11] This narrative approach captures the emotion of the moment described, rendering the event active rather than passive, infused with the latent meaning being communicated by the teller. Two concepts are thus tied to narrative storytelling: memory and notions of time; both as time as found in the past and time
as re-lived in the present.[12] A narrative method accepts the idea that knowledge can be held in stories that can be relayed, stored, and retrieved.[13] There is also a view that a critical event can play an important role as creating the context of a narrative to be captured.[7] 1. Develop a research question A qualitative study seeks to learn why or
how, so the writer's research must be directed at determining the why and how of the research topic. Therefore, when crafting a research question for a qualitative study, the writer will need to ask a why or how question about the topic. 2. Select or produce raw data The raw data tend to be interview transcriptions, but can also be the result of field
notes compiled during participant observation or from other forms of data collection that can be used to produce a narrative.[14] 3. Organize data According to psychology professor Donald Polkinghorne, the goal of organizing data is to refine the research question and separate irrelevant or redundant information from that which will be eventually
analyzed, sometimes referred to as "narrative smoothing."[15] Some approaches to organizing data are as follows: (When choosing a method of organization, one should choose the approach best suited to the research question and the goal of the project. For instance, Gee's method of organization would be best if studying the role language plays in
narrative construction whereas Labov's method would more ideal for examining a certain event and its effect on an individual's experiences.)[16][17] Labov's: Thematic organization[18] or Synchronic Organization. This method is considered useful for understanding major events in the narrative and the effect those events have on the individual
constructing the narrative.[19] The approach utilizes an "evaluation model" that organizes the data into an abstract (What was this about?), an orientation (Who? What? When? Where?), a complication (Then what happened?), an evaluation (So what?), a result (What finally happened?), and a coda (the finished narrative). Said narrative elements may
not occur in a constant order; multiple or reoccurring elements may exist within a single narrative.[20] Polkinghorne's: Chronological Organization or Diachronic Organization also related to the sociology of stories approach that focuses on the contexts in which narratives are constructed. This approach attends to the "embodied nature" of the person
telling the narrative, the context from which the narrative is created, the relationships between the narrative teller and others within the narrative, historical continuity, and the chronological organization of events.[21] A story with a clear beginning, middle, and end is constructed from the narrative data. Polkinghorne makes the distinction between
narrative analysis and analysis of narratives. Narrative analysis utilizes "narrative reasoning" by shaping data in a narrative form and doing an in-depth analysis of each narrative on its own, whereas analysis of narratives utilizes paradigmatic reasoning and analyzes themes across data that take the form of narratives.[15] Bruner's functional approach
focuses on what roles narratives serve for different individuals. In this approach, narratives are viewed as the way in which individuals construct and make sense of reality as well as the ways in which meanings are created and shared. This is considered a functional approach to narrative analysis because the emphasis of the analysis is focused on the
work that the narrative serves in helping individuals make sense of their lives, particularly through shaping random and chaotic events into a coherent narrative that makes the events easier to handle by giving them meaning. The focus of this form of analysis is on the interpretations of events related in the narratives by the individual telling the story.
[22] Gee's approach of structural analysis focuses on the ways in which the narrative is conveyed by the speaker with particular emphasis given to the interaction between the speaker and the listener.[23] In this form of analysis, the language that the speaker uses is the focus. This includes the language, the pauses in speech, discourse markers, and
other similar structural aspects. In this approach, the narrative is divided into stanzas and each stanza is analyzed by itself and also in the way in which it connects to the other pieces of the narrative.[24] Jaber F. Gubrium's form of narrative ethnography features the storytelling process as much as the story in analyzing narrativity. Moving from text
to field, he and his associate James A. Holstein present an analytic vocabulary and procedural strategies for collecting and analyzing narrative material in everyday contexts, such as families and care settings. In their view, the structure and meaning of texts cannot be understood separate from the everyday contexts of their production. Their two
books--"Analyzing Narrative Reality" and "Varieties of Narrative Analysis" provide dimensions of an institutionally-sensitive, constructionist approach to narrative production.[citation needed] There are a multitude of ways of organizing narrative data that fall under narrative analysis; different types of research questions lend themselves to different
approaches.[23] Regardless of the approach, qualitative researchers organize their data into groups based on various common traits.[21] 4. Interpret data Some paradigms/theories that can be used to interpret data: Paradigm or theory Criteria Form of theory Type of narration Positivist/postpositivist Universalist, evidence-based, internal, external
validity Logical-deductive grounded Scientific report Constructivist Trustworthiness, credibility, transferability, confirmability Substantive Interpretive case studies, ethnographic fiction Feminist Afrocentric, lived experience, dialogue, caring, accountability, race, class, gender, reflexivity, praxis, emotion, concrete grounding Critical, standpoint
Essays, stories, experimental writing Ethnic Afrocentric, lived experience, dialogue, caring, accountability, race, class, gender Standpoint, critical, historical Essays, fables, dramas Marxism Emancipatory theory, falsifiability dialogical, race, class, gender Critical, historical, economic Historical, economic, sociocultural analyses Cultural studies
Cultural practices, praxis, social texts, subjectivities Social criticism Cultural theory as criticism Queer theory Reflexivity, deconstruction Social criticism, historical analysis Theory as criticism, autobiography [25] While interpreting qualitative data, researchers suggest looking for patterns, themes, and regularities as well as contrasts, paradoxes, and
irregularities.[14] (The research question may have to change at this stage if the data does not offer insight to the inquiry.) The interpretation is seen in some approaches as co-created by not only the interviewer but also with help from the interviewee, as the researcher uses the interpretation given by the interviewee while also constructing their
own meaning from the narrative. With these approaches, the researcher should draw upon their own knowledge and the research to label the narrative.[23] According to some qualitative researchers, the goal of data interpretation is to facilitate the interviewee's experience of the story through a narrative form.[15] Narrative forms are produced by
constructing a coherent story from the data and looking at the data from the perspective of one's research question.[15] The idea of imagination is where narrative inquiry and storytelling converge within narrative methodologies. Within narrative inquiry, storytelling seeks to better understand the "why" behind human action.[26] Story collecting as a
form of narrative inquiry allows the research participants to put the data into their own words and reveal the latent "why" behind their assertions. "Interpretive research" is a form of field research methodology that also searches for the subjective "why".[27] Interpretive research, using methods such as those termed ""storytelling" or "narrative
inquiry", does not attempt to predefine independent variables and dependent variables, but acknowledges context and seeks to "understand phenomena through the meanings that people assign to them."[28] Two influential proponents of a narrative research model are Mark Johnson and Alasdair MaclIntyre. In his work on experiential, embodied
metaphors, Johnson encourages the researcher to challenge "how you see knowledge as embodied, embedded in a culture based on narrative unity," the "construct of continuity in individual lives."[29] The seven "functions of narrative work" as outlined by Catherine Kohler Riessman:[30] Narrative constitutes past experiences as it provides ways for
individuals to make sense of the past. Narrators argue with stories. Persuading. Using rhetorical skill to position a statement to make it persuasive/to tell it how it "really" happened. To give it authenticity or 'truth'. Engagement, keeping the audience in the dynamic relationship with the narrator. Entertainment. Stories can function to mislead an
audience. Stories can mobilize others into action for progressive change.[30] Narrative analysis therefore can be used to acquire a deeper understanding of the ways in which a few individuals organize and derive meaning from events.[21] It can be particularly useful for studying the impact of social structures on an individual and how that relates to
identity, intimate relationships, and family.[31] For example: Feminist scholars have found narrative analysis useful for data collection of perspectives that have been traditionally marginalized. The method is also appropriate to cross-cultural research. As Michael Brecher and Frank P. Harvey advocate, when asking unusual questions it is logical to
ask them in an unusual manner.[32] Developmental psychology utilizes narrative inquiry to depict a child's experiences in areas such as self-regulation, problem-solving and development of self.[19] Personality uses the narrative approach in order to illustrate an individual's identity over a lifespan.[33] Social movements have used narrative analysis in
their persuasive techniques.[34] Political practices. Stories are connected to the flow of power in the wider world. Some narratives serve different purposes for individuals and others, for groups. Some narratives overlap both individual experiences and social.[35] Promulgation of a culture: Narratives and storytelling are used to remember past
events, reveal morals, entertain, relate to one another, and engage a community. Narrative inquiry helps to create an identity and demonstrate/carry on cultural values/traditions. Stories connect humans to each other and to their culture. These cultural definitions aid to make social knowledge accessible to people who are unfamiliar with the
culture/situation. An example of this is how children in a given society learn from their parents and the culture around them.[35] Jerome Bruner D. Jean Clandinin F. Michael Connelly James Paul Gee Jaber F. Gubrium Mark Johnson William Labov Carl Leggo Alasdair MaclIntyre Elliott Mishler Catherine Kohler Riessman Donald Polkinghorne Content
analysis Frame analysis Hermeneutics Narrative psychology Narratology Organizational storytelling Praxis intervention Reflective practice Thematic analysis © Riessman, C. K., 1993. "Narrative Analysis" (Newbury Park: Sage Publications). ©~ a b ¢ Barkhuizen, Gary; Benson, Phil; Chik, Alice (2014). Narrative Inquiry in Language Teaching and
Learning Research. New York: Routledge. ISBN 978-0-415-50933-6. ~ Clandinin, D. Jean; Connelly, F. Michael (2000). Narrative Inquiry: Experience and Story in Qualitative Research. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers. pp. 98-115. ©~ Snowden, D. (2011). "Naturalizing Sense-making". In Mosier, Kathleen L.; Fischer, Ute M. (eds.). Informed by
Knowledge: Expert Performance in Complex Situations. Psychology Press. pp. 223-234. ISBN 9781138972742. ~ Boje, David M. (2001). Narrative Methods for Organizational and Communication Research. Thousand Oaks, California: SAGE Publications. pp. 83, 98. ™ Clandinin and Connelly, 42. See also Laurel Richardson, "Narrative and Sociology,"
in Representation in Ethnography, edited by John Van Maanen (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 1995). ™ a b ¢ Mertova, Patricie; Webster, Leonard (2019-10-16), "A critical event narrative inquiry", Using Narrative Inquiry as a Research Method, Routledge, pp. 99-110, do0i:10.4324/9780429424533-8, ISBN 978-0-429-42453-3, S2CID 213751979, retrieved
2022-10-12 ~ See Cleveland, Harlan (1989). The Knowledge Executive: Leadership in an Information Society. New York: Dutton. © See Stehr, Nico; Ericson, Richard V., eds. (1992). The Culture and Power of Knowledge: Inquiries into Contemporary Societies. New York: Walter de Gruyter. ISBN 9780899258119. and Machlup, Fritz (1980). Knowledge
and Knowledge Production. Princeton University Press. ™ Jerome S. Bruner, Acts of Meaning (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1990), 85. ™ Donald Polkinghorne, Narrative Knowing and the Human Sciences (Albany: SUNY Press, 1988), 132. © See Jacques Le Goff, History and Memory (New York: Columbia University Press, 1992). ™ Ronald E.
Fry, Appreciative Inquiry and Organizational Transformation: Reports from the Field (Westport: CN: Quorum Books, 2002), 166. ©~ a b Coffey, Amanda; Atkinson, Paul (1996). Making Sense of Qualitative Data. Thousand Oaks, California: Sage Publications. ™ a b ¢ d Polkinghorne, Donald E. (1995). "Narrative Configuration in Qualitative Analysis".
Qualitative Studies in Education. 8 (2). ™ Riessman, C.K. (1993). "Narrative Analysis". Newbury Park: Sage Publications. ©~ Smith C.P. (2000). Content analysis and narrative analysis. In: Reis HT, Judd CM, eds. Handbook of research methods in social and personality psychology. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. ©~ Labov, William (April
1972). "Some principles of linguistic methodology". Language in Society. 1 (1): 97-120. d0i:10.1017/S0047404500006576. ISSN 0047-4045. ©~ a b Smith C.P. (2000). Content analysis and narrative analysis. In: Reis HT, Judd CM, eds. Handbook of research methods in social and personality psychology. New York, NY: Cambridge University Press. ©
Coffey, A. & Atkinson, P. (1996) Making sense of qualitative data. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications. ~ a b ¢ Polkinghorne, Donald (1995). "Narrative Configuration in Qualitative Analysis". Qualitative Studies in Education. 8 (1): 5-23. do0i:10.1080/0951839950080103. ~ Bruner, Jerome (1991). "The Narrative Construction of Reality". Critical Inquiry.
18 (1): 1-21. doi:10.1086/448619. S2CID 143550845. ~ a b ¢ Riessman, Catherine K. (1993). Narrative Analysis. Newbury Park: Sage Publications. ©~ Daiute, Colette & Cynthia Lightfoot (2003). Narrative Analysis: Studying the Development of Individuals in Society. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. ©~ Denzin, N.K. & Lincoln, Y.S. (1998) (Eds). Collecting and
interpreting qualitative materials. Thousand Oaks: Sage Publication. © Nona Lyons and Vicki Kubler LaBoskey, Narrative Inquiry in Practice: Advancing the Knowledge of Teaching (New York: Teachers College Press, 2002), 163. ~ Klein, H.; Myers, M. D. (1999). "A Set of Principles for Conducting and Evaluating Interpretive Field Studies". MIS
Quarterly. 23 (1): 67-93. doi:10.2307/249410. JSTOR 249410. ~ Heinz K. Klein and Michael D. Myers, "A Set of Principles for Conducting and Evaluating Interpretive Field Studies in Information Systems," MIS Quarterly 23, no. 1 (March 1999): 69. ~ Clandinin and Connelly, Narrative Inquiry, 3. See also George Lakoff and Mark Johnson, Metaphors
We Live By (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1980). ™ a b Riessman, Catherine (2008). Narrative Methods for the Human Sciences. Sage. ~ Frost, David M. (2011). "Stigma and Intimacy in Same Sex Relationships: A Narrative Approach". Journal of Family Psychology. 25 (1): 1-10. doi:10.1037/a0022374. PMID 21355641. ™ Michael Brecher and Frank
P. Harvey (2002). Millennial Reflections on International Studies (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press), 326. ™~ McAdams, D.P. & Zeldow, P.B. (1993). Construct validity and content analysis. Journal of Personality Assessment, 61. 243-245. ~ Donald E. Polkinghorne (1995). Narrative configuration in qualitative analysis. Qualitative Studies in
Education, Vol. 8. ™~ a b Leave, Patricia (2009). Method Meets Art: Arts Based Research Practice. Guliford Press. David M. Boje, Narrative Methods for Organizational and Communication Research (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2001). Barbara Czarniawska-Joerges, Narratives in Social Science Research (Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage, 2004). D. Jean
Clandinin and F. Michael Connelly, Narrative Inquiry: Experience and Story in Qualitative Research (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass Publishers, 2000). F. Michael Connelly and D. Jean Clandinin, "Stories of Experience and Narrative Inquiry." Educational Researcher 19, no. 5 (June-July 1990): 2-14. C. Conle, "Narrative Inquiry: Research Tool and Medium
for Professional Development," European Journal of Teacher Education 23, no.1 (March 2000): 49-63. Jaber F. Gubrium & James A. Holstein. 2009. "Analyzing Narrative Reality." Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. James A. Holstein & Jaber F. Gubrium (eds.). 2012. "Varieties of Narrative Analysis." Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. Hones, Donald F. (1998). "Known
in Part: The Transformational Power of Narrative Inquiry". Qualitative Inquiry. 4 (2): 225-248. doi:10.1177/107780049800400205. S2CID 145796495. Lucius-Hoene, G.; Deppermann, A. (2000). "Narrative Identity Empiricized: A Dialogical and Positioning Approach to Autobiographical Research". Narrative Inquiry. 10 (1): 199-222.
d0i:10.1075/ni.10.1.15luc. Nona Lyons and Vicki Kubler LaBoskey, Narrative Inquiry in Practice: Advancing the Knowledge of Teaching (New York: Teachers College Press, 2002). Lene Nielsen and Sabine Madsen, "Storytelling as Method for Sharing Knowledge across IT Projects," Proceedings of the 39th Hawaii International Conference on System
Sciences, 2006 Gary Oliver and Dave Snowden, "Patterns of Narrative in Organizational Knowledge Sharing," in Knowledge Management and Narratives: Organizational Effectiveness Through Storytelling, Georg Schreyogg and Joch Koch, eds. (Berlin: Erich Schmidt Verlag, 2005). Gian Pagnucci, Living the Narrative Life: Stories as a Tool for
Meaning Making (Portsmouth, NH: Boynton/Cook, 2004). Donald Polkinghorne, Narrative Knowing and the Human Sciences (Albany: SUNY Press, 1988). Dave Snowden, "Complex Acts of Knowing: Paradox and Descriptive Self-Awareness," Journal of Knowledge Management 6, no. 2 (Spring 2002): 100-111. Dave Snowden, "Narrative Patterns: the
perils and possibilities of using story in organisations," in Creating Value With Knowledge, Eric Lesser and Laurence Prusak, eds. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004). Retrieved from " Return to Article Details Beyond the Story Itself: Narrative Inquiry and Autoethnography in Intercultural Research in Higher Education Narrative inquiry, also
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then used as the tools of analysis to allow researchers to draw conclusions about particular life experiences. A common example of narrative inquiry is the analysis of interview transcriptions. By collecting a large volume of often subjective and fragmented anecdotal data, narrative inquiry challenges the notion of objective, quantitative data as the
most reliable method of research.OverviewNarrative inquiry is a form of qualitative research that asks why or how. The focus is on human knowledge rather than on data that can be easily measured. The value placed on human knowledge is significant, even if it comes from only one person. Narrative is an important part of knowledge transfer and
communication. It is tied closely to memory that is perceived first-hand and constructed second-hand from information received. As a form of storytelling, narratives describe the emotion of a particular moment and thus communicate meaning that resonates in the past and present. The use of narratives in research implies that meaning and
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& Humanities, in your inbox Narrative inquiry is a discipline seeking to understand how people sense and order of their lives. It is distinct from storytelling because it is about self-perception and self-identity and how people arrive at these feelings through stories. It is a new discipline and is part of qualitative research. A narrative is a well-structured
order of events with an overarching theme. It is different from dry facts because it weaves a story out of those facts. Narratives try to be as realistic as possible, but do not shy away from the fact that self-perception is often built upon self-delusion, inaccurate memories and misconceptions. Storytelling, on the other hand, is for educational and
entertainment purposes. Stories are not always well-constructed. They run from personal anecdotes to myths and do not have to be truthful or realistic. Truthful ones are often embellished and exaggerated for effect. The personal story is not the only focus of narrative inquiry. Many other entities build myths and stories around themselves. This
ranges from a company or religious institution to governments. In this sense, the discipline covers the personal and the national, self-justification and nationalism. There are a number of social sciences that make use of narrative inquiry. The most obvious one is history. In history, the discipline can be used to take greater understanding out of primary
sources through their context and how the source fits a personal or national narrative. Other social sciences that use narrative inquiry include anthropology, the dramatic arts, philosophy and politics. Like any inquiring discipline, narrative inquiry follows a set pattern for each piece of research. First, the inquirer finds the problem to discuss. Then he
reads the literature and develops a statement of purpose. From that, he collects data and analyzes it. He then takes the work and draws a conclusion from it. The types of evidence used in such inquiries include the spoken, the written and the photographed. Modern technology also allows for a combination of these through film. Spoken sources
include interviews and conversations, which include stories and life experiences. Written sources range from journals and diaries to field notes, letters and autobiographies. Several fields of professional work, as well as academia, use narrative inquiry. These include the fields of medicine, law and nursing. They form an important part of background
research for counselors, therapists, psychotherapists and social workers. Narrative inquiry has been criticized for being too ad hoc and too subjective. The discipline naturally allows more biased and subjective pieces of evidence instead of sticking to objectivity and raw unbiased data. This means facts are more fluid than in many other disciplines.
Critics believe this leads to inaccurate findings and conclusions. Language & Humanities is dedicated to providing accurate and trustworthy information. We carefully select reputable sources and employ a rigorous fact-checking process to maintain the highest standards. To learn more about our commitment to accuracy, read our editorial process.
Like many research approaches, narrative research is taking new directions in the digital age. Many historical narratives are being digitized and made freely available through libraries and archives. New stories are emerging, whether being told directly to a researcher or shared online in discussion groups or social media. Use these open access
articles to learn about qualitative, quantitative, and mixed methods approaches for studying narrative sources.Qualitative Methods for Narrative ResearchFontaine, C. M., Baker, A. C., Zaghloul, T. H., & Carlson, M. (2020). Clinical Data Mining With the Listening Guide: An Approach to Narrative Big Qual. International Journal of Qualitative Methods,
19, 1609406920951746. Abstract. We developed a novel approach to narrative Big Qual research that combines Carol Gilligan and Lyn Mikel Brown’s Listening Guide with Irwin Epstein’s clinical data mining. We adapted the voice-based research methodology of the Listening Guide for use with a corpus of clinical case notes drawn from an integrated
data system (IDS) of a social service intervention serving families in an immigrant enclave. This methodological innovation was inspired by the insight that the Listening Guide can be used to trace and name the layering of meaning within any narrative, whether that narrative reflects the experience of an individual person or, as in this case, the
community and everyday life of a social service intervention. Critically, this approach pivots on theorizing the subject as the collective of the intervention itself, as narrated by case managers, who can be understood as narrating subjects within the cultural, figured world of the intervention. In the context of a larger process and outcome evaluation,
marrying these two approaches provided context, texture, and depth to supplement existing data sources like self-report survey data and participant observation, and offered a glimpse inside the “black box” of the intervention. We adapted the Guide through three readings of the clinical case notes: once for stanza structure, once inspired by the I-
Poem technique but modified for these third-person narratives, and once with an eye to the contrapuntal voices of the inner and outer worlds of the intervention. As a methodological innovation this approach represents an advance in Big Qual and a promising approach to conducting narrative research on large qualitative data sets within mixed
methods studies.Guthrie, K. (2022). (Re)fractional narrative inquiry: A methodological adaptation for exploring stories. Methodological Innovations, 15(1), 3-15. Abstract. Narrative inquiry is relational inquiry in which inquirers come alongside the living, telling, re-living, and re-telling of stories. In this article, I present how I adapted narrative inquiry
to explore parent perspectives of their gifted adolescent daughters’ experiences of belonging. At the time, I was conducting this study as part of my doctoral dissertation work and as a novice researcher, I struggled with (1) gaining access by a school district to interview adolescent students, (2) believing I could relationally come alongside adolescents
as an outsider, and (3) questioning their developmental ability to think reflectively about their stories of belonging. Ultimately, I had to rethink my narrative inquiry approach. Here in this article, I share how I re-conceptualized my methodological approach as (re)fractional narrative inquiry to better understand gifted girls’ experiences from the
perspectives of those who have relationally lived alongside them. I also present the context and methods of the study, provide a sample of co-negotiated narratives, discuss justifications of my inquiry, and conclude with reflections and evaluations of my adaptations.Harris, L. M. (2022). Towards enriched narrative political ecologies. Environment and
Planning E: Nature and Space, 5(2), 835-860. Abstract. Work on narrative, story, and storytelling has been on the rise across the humanities and social sciences. Building on significant work on these themes from Indigenous, Black, and Feminist scholarship, and other varied traditions, this piece explores and elaborates the potential regarding the
elicitation, sharing, and analysis of stories for nature-society studies. Specifically, the piece examines core contributions along these lines to date, as well as the methodological, analytical, political, and transformative potential of story and storytelling to enrich, broaden, and deepen work in nature-society, political ecology, and environmental justice.
All told, focus on story and storytelling, offers a number of relevant and rich openings to understand and engage complex, unequal, and dynamic socio-natures. While these elements have been present in nature-society work from some traditions and lines of inquiry, the time is ripe to broaden and deepen these engagements to more fully imagine, and
respond to, key nature-society challenges.Li, B. (2022). Navigating Through the Narrative Montages: Including Voices of Older Adults With Dementia Through Collaborative Narrative Inquiry. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 21, 16094069221083368. Abstract. Having the opportunity to express oneself is an important right to every
human being. However, narratives of older adults with moderate to severe dementia are constantly ignored for their incoherence and inaccuracy. In most studies, their narratives were solely collected to measure their cognitive function, rendering their lived stories untold, unheard and undocumented. To include voices of older adults with moderate to
severe dementia in research and liberate them from the patient identity, this article proposes collaborative narrative inquiry as a method to explore the meaning-making mechanisms and selfhood construction processes embedded in their incoherent narratives. Integrating narrative inquiry and collaborative analysis, collaborative narrative inquiry
aims to collect, construct and deconstruct narratives of participants through an iterative and reflective way, in collaboration with caregivers. This method requires a paradigm shift from generating one essential truth of people’s lived experience to co-creating plural lived truths situated in different temporal, social and cultural backgrounds.
Facilitating the proliferation of identities beyond the patient identity among older adults with moderate to severe dementia, collaborative narrative inquiry generates counter narratives against a single disease narrative. It de-marginalizes this group by inviting their voices back into the society, and destigmatises them by creating a new way to engage
with them.Moen, T. (2006). Reflections on the Narrative Research Approach. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 5(4), 56-69. Abstract. In her reflections on the narrative research approach, the author starts by placing narrative research within the framework of sociocultural theory, where the challenge for the researcher is to examine and
understand how human actions are related to the social context in which they occur and how and where they occur through growth. The author argues that the narrative as a unit of analysis provides the means for doing this. She then presents some of the basic premises of narrative research before she reflects on the process of narrative inquiry and
addresses the issue of the “true” narrative. Throughout the article, the author refers to educational research and in the concluding section argues that the results of narrative research can be used as thought-provoking tools within the field of teacher education.Qualitative Methods for Narrative Research Over TimeBruce, A., Beuthin, R., Sheilds, L.,
Molzahn, A., & Schick-Makaroff, K. (2016). Narrative Research Evolving: Evolving Through Narrative Research. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 15(1), 1609406916659292. Abstract. Narrative research methodology is evolving, and we contend that the notion of emergent design is vital if narrative inquiry (NI) is to continue flourishing in
generating new knowledge. We situate the discussion within the narrative turn in qualitative research while drawing on experiences of conducting a longitudinal narrative study. The philosophical tensions encountered are described, as our understanding and application of narrative approaches evolved. We outline challenges in data collection and



analysis in response to what we were learning and identify institutional barriers within ethics review processes that potentially impede emergent approaches. We conclude that researchers using NI can, and must, pursue unanticipated methodological changes when in the midst of conducting the inquiry. Understanding the benefits and institutional
barriers to emergent aspects of design is discussed in this ever-maturing approach to qualitative research.Mueller, R. A. (2019). Episodic Narrative Interview: Capturing Stories of Experience With a Methods Fusion. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 18, 1609406919866044. Abstract. Episodic narrative interview is an innovative,
phenomenon-driven research method that was developed by integrating elements from several qualitative approaches in a methods fusion. Episodic narrative interview draws on critically oriented theoretical foundations and principles of experience-centered narrative and includes features from narrative inquiry, semistructured interview, and
episodic interview. The purpose of episodic narrative interview is to better understand a phenomenon by generating individual stories of experience about that phenomenon. As such, an episodic narrative interview participant provides nested narrative accounts of their experiences with a social phenomenon, within the context of a bounded situation
or episode. In this article, the author details the foundations of the episodic narrative interview approach and describes how the method is designed and implemented. The significance of episodic narrative interview is also explored, especially in terms of the ways in which it produces tightly focused, phenomenon-centered narratives that are reflective
of particular bounded circumstances.Quinn, K. (2021). Taking Live Methods slowly: inhabiting the social world through dwelling, doodling and describing. Qualitative Research. . This article contributes to literatures on sociological live method by advocating for ‘playing’ with the concept of slow methods. Slow methods include a reflexive disposition
towards the unfolding of social life in ordinary spaces (dwelling), the use of drawing as an embodied tool for understanding this unfolding (doodling) and the combination of these approaches into writing which deliberately seeks to evoke the liveness of the social world (describing). It draws on an ethnography of a joint-use public-academic library and
several scenes selected from its fieldwork. I make three arguments: first, I argue for analogue methods to compliment digitally focussed live methods. Second, I explore the value of slow methods for being drawn into a scene and drawn to see its micro-happenings, particularly in spaces where the social world unfolds in mundane and uneven ways.
Third, I argue the approach allows ‘shy researchers’ to engage attentively and reflexively in the field.Mixed Methods or Multimodal Narrative ResearchDoran, P., Burden, S., & Shryane, N. (2022). Integration of Narratives Into Mixed Methods Research: An Example From a Study on the Value of Social Support to Older People With Cancer. Journal of
Mixed Methods Research, 16(4), 418-437. Abstract. While many advances have been made mixing other methodologies with mixed methods research (MMR), there are few examples of narrative MMR or detailed procedures for integrating the narrative approach into mixed methods studies. This article contributes to the MMR field an example of
integrating narratives in MMR by applying a methodological approach that is shaped by stories. The example integrated findings from cancer narratives with survey data to explore emotional support and quality of life of older people living with cancer. Integration was achieved by, firstly, following a thread through the research phases, and secondly,
by using joint displays to align findings. The narrative MMR methodology presented is a tool for putting stories at the center of the research process.Gencel Bek, M., & Prieto Blanco, P. (2020). (Be)Longing through visual narrative: Mediation of (dis)affect and formation of politics through photographs and narratives of migration at DiasporaTirk.
International Journal of Cultural Studies, 23(5), 709-727. Abstract. Our article explores how diasporic journeys and identities are remembered and represented through the visual narratives of DiasporaTirk, a Turkish diasporic media presence consisting of a Twitter account, an Instagram page, and two books. These engagements revive past
(dis)affects and highlight the contemporary relevance of nostalgia, sorrow and victimization as key themes in the migration experience of ‘guest-workers’ from Turkey. The evidentiary force of the index, inhabiting fictional characters while looking like factual and archival material, seems thus to both acknowledge and validate migrated ‘guest-
workers’, who, as subaltern groups, have otherwise received little praise or recognition in Turkey or ‘host’ countries. At the same time, while converging past and present (dis)affects associated with Turkish migration, DiasporaTiirk contributes to reaffirming the reduction and homogenization of official/normative collective memories of migration via
concrete visibilities/presences and invisibilities/absences.Nasheeda, A., Abdullah, H. B., Krauss, S. E., & Ahmed, N. B. (2019). Transforming Transcripts Into Stories: A Multimethod Approach to Narrative Analysis. International Journal of Qualitative Methods. . Stories are essential realities from our past and present. As the primary sources of data in
narrative research, interview transcripts play an essential role in giving meaning to the personal stories of research participants. The pragmatic narratives found in transcripts represent human experience as it unfolds. Analyzing the narratives found in interview transcripts thus moves beyond providing descriptions and thematic developments as
found in most qualitative studies. Crafting stories from interview transcripts involves a complex set of analytic processes. Building on the first author's personal experience in working on a doctoral thesis employing narrative inquiry, this article presents a multimethod restorying framework to narrative analysis. A step-by-step progression within the
framework includes choosing interview participants, transcribing interviews, familiarizing oneself with the transcripts (elements of holistic-content reading), chronologically plotting (elements of the story), use of follow-up interviews as a way to collaborate (an important procedure in narrative inquiry), and developing the story through structural
analysis. It is hoped that this article will encourage other researchers embarking on narrative analysis to become creative in presenting participants’ lived experiences through meaningful, collaborative strategies. This article demonstrates the fluidity of narrative analysis and emphasizes that there is no single procedure to be followed in attempting to
create stories from interview transcripts.Saint Arnault, D., & Sinko, L. (2021). Comparative Ethnographic Narrative Analysis Method: Comparing Culture in Narratives. Global Qualitative Nursing Research, 8, 23333936211020722. Abstract. Narrative data analysis aims to understand the stories’ content, structure, or function. However narrative data
can also be used to examine how context influences self-concepts, relationship dynamics, and meaning-making. This methodological paper explores the potential of narrative analysis to discover and compare the processes by which culture shapes selfhood and meaning making. We describe the development of the Comparative Ethnographic Narrative
Analysis Method as an analytic procedure to systematically compare narrators’ experiences, meaning making, decisions, and actions across cultures. This analytic strategy seeks to discover shared themes, examine culturally distinct themes, and illuminate meta-level cultural beliefs and values that link shared themes. We emphasize the need for a
shared research question, comparable samples, shared non-biased instruments, and high-fidelity training if one uses this qualitative method for cross-cultural research. Finally, specific issues, trouble-shooting practices, and implications are discussed.Sherry, K., Dabula, X., Duncan, E. M., & Reid, S. (2020). Decolonizing Qualitative Research With
Rural People With Disabilities: Lessons From a Cross-Cultural Health Systems Study. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 19, 1609406920932734. Abstract. Decolonization of research is nowhere more pressing than in post-apartheid South Africa, where cross-cultural encounters characterize every aspect of society. The health system plays a
critical role in realizing the rights of marginalized populations, particularly rural communities and people with disabilities. However, cultural divides between service users and health care workers render health care provision unexpectedly complex. Such divides likewise obscure the meanings embedded in qualitative data, rendering research
interpretations challenging. A study of the engagement between rural isiXhosa-speaking people with disabilities and primary health care workers was conducted by the first author, a White English-speaking female health care worker, in partnership with the second author, a Xhosa male research implementer. Ethnographic and narrative methods
were used to create an embedded case study of 11 households of people with disabilities. Lessons on conducting ethical and culturally congruent research with this population are presented, important limitations in the qualitative paradigm raised, and alternative stances explored.Simmonds, S., Roux, C., & Avest, I. t. (2015). Blurring the Boundaries
between Photovoice and Narrative Inquiry: A Narrative-Photovoice Methodology for Gender-Based Research. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 14(3), 33-49. Abstract. Photovoice provides alternative ways of doing research with schoolgirls, who are vulnerable and often under-acknowledged research participants. It is particularly valuable
in dealing with sensitive topics such as gender-based violence, poverty and HIV/AIDS and other chronic illnesses. Photovoice is thus widely employed in disciplines such as health, education, economics, sociology, anthropology, and geography. Up until now, however, it has been predominantly underpinned by participatory action research and other
community-based participatory related methodologies. This article explores the possibility of blurring the boundaries between photovoice and narrative inquiry to create a narrative-photovoice methodology for gender-based research. In this study, South African schoolgirls participate as coresearchers employing narrative-photovoice and reflect on the
value and limitations of this methodology for making meaning of gender (in)equity in their everyday lives. The main findings are categorized into the following themes: (a) superstition and suspicion: a gatekeeper to gaining access, (b) embracing creativity, (c) moving beyond the abstract, (d) digital versus disposable camera, (e) and having fun while
learning. In the conclusion, the authors reflect on the participants' experiences of doing narrative-photovoice and highlight particular considerations for using this methodology.Sonday, A., Ramugondo, E., & Kathard, H. (2020). Case Study and Narrative Inquiry as Merged Methodologies: A Critical Narrative Perspective. International Journal of
Qualitative Methods, 19, 1609406920937880. Abstract. Case study and narrative inquiry as merged methodological frameworks can make a vital contribution that seeks to understand processes that may explain current realities within professions and broader society. This article offers an explanation of how a critical perspective on case study and
narrative inquiry as an embedded methodology unearthed the interplay between structure and agency within storied lives. This case narrative emerged out of a doctoral thesis in occupational therapy, a single instrumental case describing a process of professional role transition within school-level specialized education in the Western Cape, South
Africa. This case served as an exemplar in demonstrating how case study recognized the multiple layers to the context within which the process of professional role transition unfolded. The embedded narrative inquiry served to clarify emerging professional identities for occupational therapists within school-level specialized education in postapartheid
South Africa.Quantitative Methods for Narrative ResearchFage-Butler, A., Ledderer, L., & Nielsen, K. H. (2022). Public trust and mistrust of climate science: A meta-narrative review. Public Understanding of Science, 31(7), 832-846. . This systematic meta-narrative literature review aims to explore the narratives of trust evident in literature on public
(mis)trust relating to climate science published up until May 2021, and to present the main findings from these papers. We identified six narratives of trust: attitudinal trust, cognitive trust, affective trust, contingencies of trust, contextual trust and communicated trust. The papers’ main findings spanned theoretical conclusions on the importance of
positionality to trust and morality to trustworthiness, to qualitative findings that the scientific community was mainly trusted, to quantitative findings that explored how trust functioned as an independent, dependent or mediating variable. This literature review sheds important light on the interrelationship between climate science and publics,
highlights areas for further research, and in its characterisation of trust narratives provides a language for conceptualising trust that can further interdisciplinary engagement.Laszl9, J., Csertd, 1., Fiilop, E., Ferenczhalmy, R., Hargitai, R., Lendvai, P., Péley, B., Pdlya, T., Szalai, K., Vincze, O., & Ehmann, B. (2013). Narrative Language as an Expression
of Individual and Group Identity: The Narrative Categorical Content Analysis. SAGE Open, 3(2), 2158244013492084. Abstract. Scientific Narrative Psychology integrates quantitative methodologies into the study of identity. Its methodology, Narrative Categorical Analysis, and its toolkit, NarrCat, were both originally developed by the Hungarian
Narrative Psychology Group. NarrCat is for machine-made transformation of sentences in self-narratives into psychologically relevant, statistically processable narrative categories. The main body of this flexible and comprehensive system is formed by Psycho-Thematic modules, such as Agency, Evaluation, Emotion, Cognition, Spatiality, and
Temporality. The Relational Modules include Social References, Semantic Role Labeling (SRL), and Negation. Certain elements can be combined into Hypermodules, such as Psychological Perspective and Spatio-Temporal Perspective, which allow for even more complex, higher level exploration of composite psychological processes. Using up-to-date
developments of corpus linguistics and Natural Language Processing (NLP), a unique feature of NarrCat is its capacity of SRL. The structure of NarrCat, as well as the empirical results in group identity research, is discussed.Books from Sage Publishing



