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A independncia de Kosovo foi declarada em 17 de fevereiro de 2008, porm a Srvia, pas que detinha influncia sobre esse territrio, ainda no reconheceu essa independncia. A ITugoslvia era um pas formado pelas repblicas da Srvia, Crocia, Eslovnia, Bsnia-Herzegvina, Macednia e Montenegro, alm de duas regies autnomas Kosovo e Vojvodina de influncia
srvia. Sua populao apresentava grande pluralidade tnico-cultural, composta por srvios, croatas, eslovenos, macednios, albaneses, hngaros. Apesar dessa diversidade, o governo de Josip Broz (marechal Tito), lder de origem croata, conseguiu manter a harmonia no pas.No pare agora... Tem mais depois da publicidade ;) Com a morte de Tito, em 1980, os
diferentes grupos tnicos entraram em constantes convergncias polticas e em 1990, com o fim da Unio das Repblicas Socialistas Soviticas (URSS), os movimentos separatistas se fortaleceram na Iugoslvia. As diferentes repblicas que integravam a nao iugoslava foram obtendo suas independncias atravs de conflitos armados e muitas mortes. No pare
agora... Tem mais depois da publicidade ;) Kosovo, considerado territrio autnomo, era habitado por 2 milhes de pessoas, sendo que 90% da sua populao era de origem albanesa. Entretanto, em 1989, o poder central da Srvia adotou medidas rgidas nesse territrio, proibindo o ensino da Ingua albanesa e o direito de uma polcia prpria. Com o fortalecimento
do movimento separatista armado, liderado pelo ELK (Exrcito de Libertao de Kosovo), o ento presidente da Iugoslvia, Slobodan Milosevic, reagiu com violncia, promovendo um massacre populao civil de origem albanesa, numa tentativa de limpeza tnica. Em represlia, vrios srvios residentes em Kosovo passaram a ser perseguidos pela populao local,
intensificando ainda mais os conflitos. A Organizao do Tratado do Atlntico Norte (Otan) tentou, em 1999, um acordo pacfico para o fim do conflito, porm Slobodan Milosevic negou o acordo. A resposta foi dada atravs do envio de tropas da Otan para o confronto com os iugoslavos. Esse fato ficou conhecido como a guerra de Kosovo e s teve fim aps 78
dias de intensos bombardeios e milhares de mortes. Desde ento, Kosovo busca obter sua independncia e reconhecimento como Estado-Nao. Aps muitos anos em guerra, alm de muitas mortes e refugiados, no dia 17 de fevereiro de 2008 foi aprovada (por 109 votos a zero) a declarao de independncia de Kosovo. Porm, representantes polticos da Srvia
alegam que o pas nunca reconhecer a independncia de Kosovo. A Rssia, aliada histrica da Srvia, tambm contrria ao processo de independncia kosovar. Esse fato pode gerar consequncias negativas no mbito poltico, social e econmico entre os pases vizinhos, fortalecendo as rivalidades tnicas na regio. Por Wagner de Cerqueira e Francisco Graduado em
Geografia Localizao do territrio de Kosovo Deseja fazer uma citao? FRANCISCO, Wagner de Cerqueira e. "A independncia de Kosovo"; Brasil Escola. Disponvel em: . Acesso em 17 de julho de 2025. Correo de redao Enem gratuita! Corrigir agora! No dia 17 de fevereiro de 2008, foi anunciada a aprovao da declarao da independncia de Kosovo, a sesso
ocorreu na capital Prstina, quem ordenou o procedimento foi o Primeiro Ministro Hashim Thaci. No decorrer do processo o primeiro ministro afirmou que muitas pessoas perderam suas vidas em prol da independncia, ento essa era uma realizao de muita importncia para todos os envolvidos. A partir desse momento Kosovo se tornou um pas autnomo,
anteriormente o pas era somente uma provncia da Srvia e estava sendo administrada pela ONU (Organizao das Naes Unidas) desde 1999. Kosovo j o sexto pas derivado da antiga Iugoslvia. Com o anncio da independncia de Kosovo muitos pases do mundo declararam suas opinies sobre o processo, uma vez que isso muito importante para o ingresso do
pas nos organismos internacionais, havia uma grande expectativa por parte da populao e lderes que as potncias internacionais pudessem dar um parecer favorvel independncia, reconhecendo-a. A Gr-Bretanha ofereceu apoio poltico e militar, a Unio Europia j iniciou manobras de ordem militar para garantir a paz na regio. Em contrapartida, muitos pases
no concederam apoio independncia, pases como Espanha, Bulgria, Chipre, Grcia, Romnia, Eslovquia e principalmente a Rssia que lutou junto a ONU para impedir que tal fato se consolidasse. O lder Russo, Vladimir Putin, afirmou que a autonomia de Kosovo um ato contrrio resoluo da ONU, alm de ser imoral e ilegal, e que no iria reconhecer a
independncia. A notcia sobre a independncia levantou muita polmica no mundo todo e divide opinies, criando um ambiente de instabilidade e gerando expectativas de possveis confrontos armados entre Kosovo e os pases contrrios autonomia. Temendo possveis ondas de violncia a OTAN aumentou o nmero de soldados na regio que j totalizava 16 mil
homens. A independncia de Kosovo aparentemente parece ser algo positivo, no entanto, esse processo pode motivar srios problemas de ordem civil na regio, gerado por etnias semelhantes ou distintas, alm disso, as minorias nacionais podem buscar sua independncia tambm e desencadear uma onda de movimentos separatistas. Anncio da independncia
de Kosovo na cidade de Prstina. Home Geografia Kosovo Histria do pas, caractersticas e processo de IndependnciaKosovo um pas localizado no sudeste europeu, que se tornou independente da Srvia em 2008, aps vrios conflitos polticos entre os pases. A Europa possui 50 pases, alm de territrios independentes. Dentre os pases se destaca Kosovo, que
adquiriu independncia da provncia da Srvia, em 2008, aps diversas controversas polticas.O pas formado por uma rea territorial de 10.905 km?2 ocupada por, aproximadamente, 1.801.500 habitantes. Alm disso, possui como fronteiras a Srvia, Macednia do Norte e Albnia, ao norte e leste, sul e a oeste, respectivamente.Uma das principais atividades
econmicas do pas agricultura, fortemente desenvolvida por cona do solo rico em nutrientes. De forma geral, a populao do Kosovo formada por albaneses, bsnios e srvios, sendo a etnia albanesa 92,9% da populao.Apesar do pas ter conquistado a independncia em 2008, nem todos os pases do mundo consideram Kosovo como uma Nao independente. Isso
porque, o processo para se tornar livre da Srvia ocorreu de forma conturbada.Assim, para compreender as principais caractersticas que formam Kosovo atualmente, necessrio adentrar no contexto histrico do pas.Entendendo a histria do KosovoA independncia do Kosovo ocorreu h pouco mais de doze anos. Apesar do pouco tempo de independncia, o
processo de emancipao do pas comeou muito antes de 2008.Passaporte felizEntre os anos de 1945 e 1992, por exemplo, Kosovo era uma provncia autnoma da Srvia. O status dava ao pas certa liberdade poltica e econmica, mesmo com a Srvia interferindo em alguns aspectos.Entretanto, a pouca liberdade, como escolher a prpria assembleia, por exemplo,
foi totalmente diminuda durante o ano de 1989. Todo o processo histrico est relacionado com a dissoluo iugoslava.Ou seja, no final da dcada de 1980, a Iugoslvia passava por intensas transformaes polticas, que incluam ideologias nacionalistas. Para aumentar o poder do pas naquela poca, o presidente srvio, Slobodan Milosevic, com apoio do parlamento
da Srvia, tirou a autonomia da provncia do Kosovo.O ato, que ocorreu em 1989, teve como objetivo aumentar o controlar srvio sobre a Federao. Com a deciso, o policiamento e o sistema judicirio foram tirados das mos do governo kosovar.Formao do governo paraleloA autonomia do Kosovo havia sido tirada pelo presidente srvio, Slobodan Milosevic.
Entretanto, no final de 1990, a Srvia estava envolvida no contexto das guerras entre Crocia e Bsnia.Ramush Haradinaj, primeiro-ministro do Kosovo.A distrao do governo srvio por conta das guerras, foi a oportunidade perfeita para que os albaneses criassem um governo em Kosovo. O governo paralelo comeou a agir rpido e, nos primeiros momentos, j
havia organizado a construo de hospitais, recolhimento de impostos e a criao de um sistema de ensino prprio.No perodo das guerras entre Crocia e Bsnia, Kosovo no sofreu nenhum tipo de interveno. Sendo assim, a populao albanesa maioria no pas tentou colocar a questo poltica do Kosovo como parte do Acordo de Dayton negociao de paz da ex-
Iugoslvia.Porm, a tentativa foi em vo, j que os lderes polticos no adeririam a clusula proposta por Kosovo e deixaram para decidir o destino do pas no contexto de uma prxima guerra.A Guerra do KosovoObviamente, Kosovo no deixaria que as decises do pas continuassem nas mos do governo srvio. Nesse sentido, o processo de independncia foi iniciado
com a defesa do grupo radical, formado por albaneses, conhecido como Exrcito de Libertao do Kosovo (ELK).CaymatthewsA guerra no pas, ento, foi travada entre as foras armadas do ELK e os soldados e autoridades da Srvia. Apesar dos albaneses estarem preparados para o conflito, a retaliao do lado srvio foi intensa e brutal.Como resultado, as foras
policiais da Srvia comearam a expulsar os albaneses da provncia do Kosovo e, consequentemente, houve ataques a civis e mortes. Ao todo, o conflito entre ambos os pases durou pouco mais de um ano, entre 1998 e 1999.Por conta dos ataques srvios, a provncia do Kosovo ficou completamente destruda, ocasionando em um nmero expressivo de
refugiados. Por esta razo, a comunidade internacional tomou medidas rpidas para amenizar os conflitos.Neste caso, a OTAN Organizao do Tratado do Atlntico liderada pelos Estados Unidos, decidiu que faria uma interveno nos conflitos entre Kosovo e Srvia para prevenir crimes humanitrios.Interveno da OTANApesar da inteno de amenizar os conflitos,
as propostas de interveno no foram apresentadas para o Conselho de Segurana das Naes Unidas. Ou seja, para que pases externos intervissem de forma direta no conflito, era necessrio a aprovao do conselho de forma legal.Teun VoetenSendo assim, como a aprovao legal no foi concedida pela ONU, a interveno da OTAN foi vista como ilegal, de acordo
com o direito internacional.Alm disso, os EUA mostraram que, naquele momento, estavam acima de qualquer lei internacional, como aconteceu, posteriormente, em outras situaes de guerra.Para acabar com os conflitos entre Kosovo e Srvia, os EUA esperavam que ambos os pases colaborassem com a assinatura de um acordo de paz. Desse modo, as
negociaes foram feitas durante a Conferncia Rambouillet.Na ocasio, o acordo foi intermediado, alm dos EUA, por pases como Rssia, Reino Unido, Itlia, Frana e Alemanha.Uma das clusulas do acordo determinava que, caso no houvesse uma deciso entre Kosovo e Srvia, a OTAN ficaria com o direito de controle de toda a provncia dentro da Iugoslvia.Teun
VoetenAps analisar os termos de negociao da Conferncia Rambouillet, o presidente da Srvia, Slobodan Milosevic, no aceitou o acordo proposto pela OTAN.Sendo assim, a organizao, liderada pelos EUA, iniciou a guerra contra os srvios, com bombardeios e ataques na provncia.Aps intensos ataques e morte de diversos civis, Milosevic decidiu por aceitar a
presena internacional na provncia, aps o Tribunal Internacional Penal para Crimes na ex-Iugoslvia indicar o presidente srvio como responsvel pela limpeza tnica do Kosovo.Ps-GuerraAps o acordo de paz estabelecido em Kosovo, as foras militares da Iugoslvia foram retiradas do pas.Como prometido pelo presidente srvio, a presena internacional no
territrio estava permitida e a ONU foi o rgo responsvel por assegurar a autonomia do Kosovo.BritannicaSendo assim, com a retirada do exrcito iugoslavo, as foras lideradas pela OTAN denominadas de Kosovo Forcers (KFOR), foram implementadas no pas. Em seguida, a provncia teve sua autonomia recuperada, alm de um protetorado provisrio
concedido pelas Naes Unidas.Apesar de, naquele momento, Kosovo ainda estar sob soberania da Srvia, em 2001, a ONU realizou a primeira eleio do pas. Com isso, era de liberdade do Kosovo promover a prpria assembleia, bem como o presidente e o primeiro-ministro.Declarao de Independncia do KosovoA independncia da Kosovo foi declarada em
2008, sem negociaes com a Srvia. Por conta disso, foi denominada como unilateral. Alm disso, com a independncia, o pas declarou ser uma repblica democrtica, multitnica e secular.Defesa NetApesar da independncia, a Srvia no considera Kosovo uma Nao independente. Isso porque, o processo foi realizado sem o consentimento srvio, ou seja, violando o
Direito Internacional e a soberania do governo da Srvia.Entretanto, no apenas a Srvia que no considera Kosovo como uma Nao independente.Ao todo, dos 193 pases do mundo, apenas 116 reconhecem o processo de independncia do Kosovo. O Brasil, por exemplo, faz parte do grupo dos pases que rejeitam Kosovo como uma Nao.Caractersticas gerais do
KosovoLocalizado do sudeste da Europa, Kosovo possui extenso territorial de 10.905 km2 e 1.801.500 habitantes. Grande parte da populao formada por albaneses, cerca de 92,9%. Os demais habitantes so bsnios e srvios.Arte que aconteceO pas possui como principal atividade econmica a agricultura, por conta da terra frtil e rica em nutrientes. Assim, o
pas produz cereis (milho, trigo, cevada), alm de cultivar frutas e hortalias.A religio que predomina em Kosovo o islamismo. Alm disso, o pas faz fronteira com Albnia e Macednia ao sul; Srvia ao Norte e Montenegro a oeste e a capital do Kosovo Pristina.O que achou da matria? Se gostou, confira tambm as caractersticas do Lbano e do Sudo do Sul.Fontes:
Escola Britannica, Medium, Brasil Escola, Folha de So Paulo e Grupo EscolarImagens: Lifeder, Passaporte feliz, AP News, Caymatthews, Teun Voeten, Britannica, Defesa Net e Arte que acontece O chanceler da Alemanha, Olaf Scholz, e do presidente da Frana, Emmanuel Macron, se juntaram nesta sexta-feira, 2, para pressionar o Kosovo a realizar
novas eleies no norte do pas. O objetivo diminuir as tenses com a Srvia, que vm aumentando desde uma eleio altamente contestada em abril. Em abril, a minoria tnica srvia do Kosovo boicotou as eleies locais no norte do pas, que tiveram comparecimento s urnas de menos de 3,5%. O pleito, mesmo assim, permitiu que candidatos de etnia albanesa
assumissem o controle dos conselhos de quatro municpios. O mandato desses prefeitos foi considerado ilegtimo pelo minoria srvia, o que provocou violentos protestos no norte do Kosovo.A preocupao da Europa com a possibilidade do conflito se intensificar foi tanta que, no encerramento de uma cpula de 46 lderes europeus na Moldvia na quinta-feira 1,
os mandatrios da Srvia e de Kosovo foram convidados para conversas improvisadas.+ Ex-lder do Kosovo se declara inocente em julgamento por crimes de guerraO presidente srvio, Aleksandar Vui, acusou a lder kosovar, Vjosa Osmani, de recusar uma reunio na cpula sobre o que ele disse serem eleies falsas na fronteira.Est muito claro que as
autoridades kosovares tm responsabilidade pela situao atual, disse Macron, afirmando que houve descumprimento de um acordo firmado h apenas algumas semanas. Continua aps a publicidade Pedimos aos dois partidos que organizem novas eleies nestes quatro municpios o mais rapidamente possvel, com um compromisso do Kosovo com a participao
nestas eleies de forma clara por parte do lado srvio, completou.Osmani disse aos lderes europeus que isso seria possvel se Belgrado no encorajasse os srvios que moram no Kosovo a boicotar a votao.Igor Simi, vice-presidente do partido minoritrio Lista Srvia no norte de Kosovo, afirmou apoiar os srvios que esto protestando contra autoridades kosovares.
Entre as suas demandas est a sada das foras especiais de Kosovo e falsos prefeitos, bem como a liberao de manifestantes presos.+ Srvia pe tropas em alerta mximo aps aumento da tenso em KosovoNa cidade de Zvecan, no norte do Kosovo, manifestantes srvios chegaram a entrar em confronto com as foras de manuteno da paz da Organizao do Tratado
do Atlntico Norte (Otan), que estavam protegendo os prefeitos albaneses. O conflito resultou em mais de 60 feridos em ambos os lados. Continua aps a publicidade Segundo analistas, possvel que os responsveis por atacar soldados da aliana militar ocidental tenham sido pagos, uma ttica que o presidente srvio Vui usou no passado para tirar o foco dos
problemas domsticos. A teoria, contudo, no foi comprovada.Para lidar com o problema, a Otan anunciou que enviaria 700 soldados extras para o pas. Porm, atender s demandas da minoria srvia exigir compromissos de longo prazo.Nos ltimos meses, uma srie de incidentes aumentou as tenses entre srvios e kosovares. Em novembro, Kosovo anunciou
planos para multar residentes srvios que se recusassem a trocar as placas de carros emitidas pela Srvia. As foras especiais da polcia kosovo-albanesa tambm intensificaram sua presena nas reas srvias, e vrios habitantes da etnia minoritria foram baleados e feridos.A violncia na regio tambm est sendo alimentada por desinformao de todos os lados. Canais
russos do Telegram espalham relatos de que h tanques na fronteira de Kosovo, enquanto tabloides srvios afirmam que a minoria est sendo expulsa do pas. Continua aps a publicidade + Premi do Kosovo alerta sobre possibilidade de novo conflito com SrviaOs problemas entre srvios e kosovares no so novos. Kosovo um pequeno pas ao sul da Srvia, onde
vivem 1,8 milho de pessoas, sendo 92% de etnia albanesas e 6% de etnia srvia.Com o desmantelamento da Iugoslvia em 1990, Kosovo demandaram independncia, o que foi recebido com uma represso brutal contra os albaneses por parte da Srvia. O conflito terminou com um bombardeio da Otan, em 1999, mas as tenses na regio persistem at hoje.
Continua aps a publicidade Em 2008, o Kosovo declarou sua independncia unilateralmente. Um total de 99 dos 193 membros das Naes Unidas reconhecem o status do pas, incluindo os Estados Unidos, o Reino Unido e 22 dos 27 pases da Unio Europeia. Porm, naes como Srvia, Rssia e China ainda no reconhecem a independncia e bloqueiam o pas de
entrar nas Naes Unidas. AlbniaEmmanuel MacronOtanSrvia Where is Kosovo located on the world map? Why is Kosovo known as a self-declared independent country? What historical events led to Kosovo declaring independence? Who are the main ethnic groups living in Kosovo? What is the significance of the city of Pristina in Kosovo? Kosovo, self-
declared independent country in the Balkans region of Europe. Although the United States and most members of the European Union (EU) recognized Kosovos declaration of independence from Serbia in 2008, Serbia, Russia, and a significant number of other countriesincluding several EU membersdid not. Given this lack of international consensus,
Kosovo was not immediately admitted to the United Nations (UN). In 2010 the International Court of Justice ruled that Kosovos declaration of independence did not violate international law, but Serbia rejected that decision.The name Kosovo is derived from a Serbian place-name meaning field of blackbirds. After serving as the centre of a medieval
Serbian empire, Kosovo was ruled by the Ottoman Empire from the mid-15th to the early 20th century, a period when Islam grew in importance and the population of Albanian speakers in the region increased. In the early 20th century Kosovo was incorporated into Serbia (later part of Yugoslavia). By the second half of the century, the largely Muslim
ethnic Albanians outnumbered the predominantly Eastern Orthodox Serbs in Kosovo, and interethnic tensions frequently roiled the province. Audio File: National anthem of Kosovo Head Of Government: Prime Minister: Albin Kurti Capital: Pristina Population: (2025 est.) 1,569,000 Head Of State: President: Vjosa Osmani Form Of Government/Political
Status: multiparty transitional republic2 with one legislative house (Assembly of Kosovo [1203]) Official Languages: Albanian; Serbian Official Religion: none Official Name: Republika e Kosovs (Albanian); Republika Kosovo (Serbian) (Republic of Kosovo)1l Total Area (Sq Km): 10,905 Total Area (Sq Mi): 4,210 Monetary Unit: euro () Population Rank:
(2025) 155 Population Projection 2030: 1,801,000 Density: Persons Per Sq Mi: (2025) 372.7 Density: Persons Per Sq Km: (2025) 143.9 Urban-Rural Population: Urban: (2011) 38.2% Rural: (2011) 61.8% Life Expectancy At Birth: Male: (2022) 68.8 years Female: (2022) 73.6 years Literacy: Percentage Of Population Age 15 And Over Literate: Male: (2004)
97.3% Female: (2004) 91.3% Gni (U.S.$ 000,000): (2023) 10,581 Gni Per Capita (U.S.$): (2023) 6,020 In 1998 an ethnic Albanian-led secessionist rebellion escalated into an international crisis (see Kosovo conflict), which culminated in 1999 in an air bombardment of Yugoslaviaby then a rump of the former federal state, comprising only Serbia and
Montenegroby the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). Following the restoration of peace, Kosovo was administered by the UN Interim Administrative Mission in Kosovo. Throughout this periodin the course of which Yugoslavia changed its name to Serbia and Montenegro (2003) and then separated into those independent states (2006)Serbia
continued to consider Kosovo part of its territory. Nevertheless, under UN supervision, Kosovo developed the structures of an independent country, and in February 2008 it formally declared independence from Serbia. An EU mission charged with overseeing police, judicial, and customs activities largely replaced the UN presence later that year. Pristina
(Albanian: Prishtin; Serbian: Pritina) is the capital and largest city. map of KosovoPhysical features of Kosovo.A landlocked country, Kosovo is bordered by Serbia to the north and east, North Macedonia to the south, Albania to the west, and Montenegro to the northwest. Kosovo, about the same size as Jamaica or Lebanon, is the smallest country in the
Balkans. The borders of Kosovo are largely mountainous, characterized by sharp peaks and narrow valleys. The Sharr (Serbian: ar) Mountains lie along the southern border with North Macedonia, while the Kopaonik Mountains are situated along the northeastern border with Serbia. The highest point is Mount Gjeravica (eravica), at 8,714 feet (2,656
metres), on the western border with Albania. The interior terrain comprises high plains and rolling hills; about three-fourths of the country lies between about 1,600 and 5,000 feet (500 and 1,500 metres) above sea level. Limestone caves are found in several parts of the country. Which Country Is Larger? Quiz A range of hills running north-south
through central Kosovo separates the Kosovo Plain in the east from the Dukagjin (Metohija) Plain in the west. These plains constitute the countrys two main basins. The Kosovo Plain is drained by the northward-flowing Sitnic (Sitnica) River, a tributary of the Ibr (Ibar) River. The Dukagjin Plain is drained by the southward-flowing Drini i Bardh, or White
Drin (Beli Drim). The soils of the plains are among the most fertile in the Balkans and support the cultivation of grains, fruits, and vegetables. In general, Kosovo has a moderate continental climate, although the proximity of the Mediterranean Sea has a tempering effect, especially in the southwest. Summers are warm, with average high temperatures
reaching the low 80s F (upper 20s C); average highs during the winter months are in the low 40s F (about 5 C). The country receives more than 25 inches (650 mm) of precipitation annually, with significant snowfall occurring in the winter. Mountainous areas experience both colder temperatures and greater precipitation. Despite its small area, Kosovo
boasts a rich assortment of plant species, including about a dozen that are found only in Kosovo. Forests cover about two-fifths of the land, with oak trees predominating in lower elevations and pines growing in the mountains. Animal life is relatively diverse as well. Brown bears, Eurasian lynx, wildcats, gray wolves, foxes, chamois (a goatlike animal),
roe deer, and red deer are among the mammals that inhabit the mountainous border regions. More than 200 species of birds live in Kosovo or migrate there seasonally. Among them are the Old World blackbirds for which Kosovo Polje (Field of the Blackbirds), site of the 1389 Battle of Kosovo, was named. In the second half of the 20th century, as a
result of Serbian out-migration and higher Albanian birth rates, there was a dramatic shift in the ethnic composition of Kosovo. The Albanian share of the population rose from about half in 1946 to about four-fifths by the 1990s. Meanwhile, the proportion of Serbs fell to less than one-fifth. After the Kosovo conflict of 199899, additional Serbs emigrated.
Thus, in the early 21st century, the population makeup was approximately nine-tenths Albanian and less than one-tenth Serb, with the remainder comprising Bosniaks (Bosnian Muslims), traditionally itinerant peoples (i.e., Roma and two other groups, Ashkali and Egyptians [also called Balkan Egyptians], that are commonly classified as Roma but regard
themselves as distinct), Turks, Gorani (a Muslim South Slavic people), Croats, and Montenegrins. The Serbs are concentrated in northern Kosovo, particularly in Mitrovic (Mitrovica), as well as around Shtrpc (trpce), on the North Macedonian border. Albanian and Serbian are the official languages of Kosovo. According to the 2008 constitution, Turkish,
Bosnian, and Romany also have official status in relevant municipalities. The Albanian spoken in Kosovo is a subvariety of the Gheg dialect; it is commonly known as kosovarce. Standard literary Albanian is used in written communication and in the broadcast media. Serbo-Croatian, also known as Bosnian-Croatian-Serbian (BCS), is the language spoken
by Serbs, Bosniaks, Croats, and Montenegrins. However, speakers of BCS tend to refer to their own language as Serbian, Bosnian, Croatian, or Montenegrin, depending on their ethnicity, and consider it to be distinct from the other groups languages, despite mutual intelligibility. The Roma speak Serbian or Romany, while the Ashkali and the Egyptians
speak Albanian. Turkish is spoken by the Turks as well as by some Albanians. The Gorani people speak their own South Slavic dialect, akin to BCS and Macedonian. Country in Southeast Europe"Kosova" redirects here. For other uses, see Kosovo (disambiguation) and Kosova (disambiguation).Republic of KosovoRepublika e Kosovs(Albanian) / Republika
Kosovo(Serbian) Flag Emblem Anthem:Himni i Republiks s Kosovs"Anthem of the Republic of Kosovo"Location of Kosovo (green)in Europe (dark grey)Statusindependent, claimed by SerbiaCapitaland largest cityPristinaa4240N 2110E / 42.667N 21.167E / 42.667; 21.1670fficiallanguagesAlbanianSerbian[1]Regional
languagesBosnianTurkish[2]RomaniEthnicgroups (2024)[3]191.8% Albanians2.3% Serbs1.7% Bosniaks1.2% Turks1.0% Ashkali2.0% othersReligion (2024)[3]93.5% Islam4.1% Christianity2.3% Orthodox1.8% Catholic0.5% No religion0.5% others1.5% undeclaredDemonym(s)Kosovar, KosovanGovernmentUnitary parliamentary republicPresident Vjosa
OsmaniPrime Minister Albin Kurti (acting)Speaker of the Assembly Avni Dehari (acting)LegislatureAssemblyEstablishmentSanjak of Prizren 1455Kosovo Vilayet 1877Treaty of London 1913Autonomous Province within Yugoslavia 31 January 1946Republic of Kosova 2 July 1990Kumanovo Agreement 9 June 1999UN Administration 10 June
1999Declaration of independence 17 February 2008End of Steering Group supervision 10 September 2012Brussels Agreement 19 April 2013AreaTotal10,887[4]km?2 (4,203sqmi)Water(%)1.0[5]Population2024census 1,585,566[3]Density146/km?2 (378.1/sqmi)GDP(PPP)2024estimateTotal $29.723 billion[6] (148th)Per capita $18,746
(97th)GDP(nominal)2024estimateTotal $11.172 billion[6] (155th)Per capita $7,048 (100th)Gini(2017)29.0[7]low inequalityHDI(2021)0.762[8]highCurrencyEuro ()b (EUR)Time zoneUTC+1 (CET)Summer(DST)UTC+2 (CEST)Date formatdd.mm.yyyyCalling code+383ISO 3166 codeXKInternet TLD.xkc (proposed)Pristina is the capital of Kosovo and its seat
of government.[9][10] A separate law recognises Prizren as the historic capital of Kosovo.[10]The Euro is the official currency in Kosovo even though Kosovo is not a formal member of the eurozone.[11][12][13]XK is a "user assigned" ISO 3166 code not designated by the standard, but used by the European Commission, Switzerland, the Deutsche
Bundesbank and other organisations. However, ISO 3166-2:RS-KM remains in use.Kosovo,[a] officially the Republic of Kosovo,[b] is a landlocked country in Southeast Europe with partial diplomatic recognition. It is bordered by Albania to the southwest, Montenegro to the west, Serbia to the north and east, and North Macedonia to the southeast. It
covers an area of 10,887km?2 (4,203sqmi) and has a population of nearly 1.6 million, with ethnic Albanians making up roughly 92% of the population. Kosovo has a varied terrain, with high plains along with rolling hills and mountains, some of which have an altitude over 2,500m (8,200ft). Its climate is mainly continental with some Mediterranean and
alpine influences.[14] Kosovo's capital and most populous city is Pristina; other major cities and urban areas include Prizren, Ferizaj, Gjilan and Peja.[15]Kosovo formed the core territory of the Dardani, an Illyrian people, attested in classical sources from the 4th century BCE. The Dardani established the Kingdom of Dardania, with its political and
cultural center likely located near present-day Lipjan (ancient Ulpiana). The kingdom was incorporated into the Roman Empire in the 1st century BCE, it was later established as a separate Roman province in the 3rd century CE. During the Byzantine period, the region was eventually organized as part of the Theme of Dardania and remained under
imperial control, facing Slavic migrations in the 6th and 7th centuries CE. Control shifted between the Byzantines and the First Bulgarian Empire. In the 13th century, Kosovo became integral to the Serbian medieval state and the establishment of the Serbian Patriarchate. Ottoman expansion in the Balkans in the late 14th and 15th centuries led to the
decline and fall of the Serbian Empire; the Battle of Kosovo of 1389, in which a Serbian-led coalition of various ethnicities fought against the Ottoman Empire, is considered one of the defining moments.Various dynasties, mainly the Brankovi, governed Kosovo for much of the period after the battle. The Ottoman Empire fully conquered Kosovo after the
Second Battle of Kosovo, ruling for nearly five centuries until 1912. Kosovo was the centre of the Albanian Renaissance and experienced the Albanian revolts of 1910 and 1912. After the Balkan Wars (19121913), it was ceded to the Kingdom of Serbia, and after World War II, it became an Autonomous Province within Yugoslavia. Tensions between
Kosovo's Albanian and Serb communities simmered during the 20th century and occasionally erupted into major violence, culminating in the Kosovo War of 1998 and 1999, which resulted in the Yugoslav army's withdrawal and the establishment of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo.Kosovo unilaterally declared its
independence from Serbia on 17 February 2008[16] and has since gained diplomatic recognition by at least 108 member states of the United Nations. Serbia does not officially recognise Kosovo as a sovereign state and continues to claim it as its constituent Autonomous Province of Kosovo and Metohija, but it accepts the governing authority of the
Kosovo institutions as part of the 2013 Brussels Agreement.[17]Kosovo is a developing country, with an upper-middle-income economy. It has experienced solid economic growth over the last decade as measured by international financial institutions since the onset of the 2008 financial crisis. Kosovo is a member of the International Monetary Fund,
World Bank, EBRD, Venice Commission, and the International Olympic Committee, and has applied for membership in the Council of Europe, UNESCO, and Interpol, and for observer status in the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation. In December 2022, Kosovo filed a formal application to become a member of the European Union.[18]Main article:
Names of KosovoThe name Kosovo is of South Slavic origin. Kosovo () is the Serbian neuter possessive adjective of kos (), 'blackbird',[19][20] an ellipsis for Kosovo Polje, 'Blackbird Field', the name of a karst field situated in the eastern half of today's Kosovo and the site of the 1389 Battle of Kosovo Field.[21] The name of the karst field was for the first
time applied to a wider area when the Ottoman Vilayet of Kosovo was created in 1877.The entire territory that corresponds to today's country is commonly referred to in English simply as Kosovo and in Albanian as Kosova (definite form) or Kosov (indefinite form, pronounced [ksv]). In Serbia, a formal distinction is made between the eastern and western
areas of the country; the term Kosovo () is used for the eastern part of Kosovo centred on the historical Kosovo Field, while the western part of the territory of Kosovo is called Metohija (Albanian: Dukagjin). Thus, in Serbian the entire area of Kosovo is referred to as Kosovo and Metohija.[22]Dukagjini or Dukagjini plateau (Albanian: 'Rrafshi i Dukagjinit')
is an alternative name for Western Kosovo, having been in use since the 15th16th century as part of the Sanjak of Dukakin with its capital Peja, and is named after the medieval Albanian Dukagjini family.[23]Some Albanians also prefer to refer to Kosovo as Dardania, the name of an ancient kingdom and later Roman province, which covered the territory
of modern-day Kosovo. The name is derived from the ancient tribe of the Dardani, which is considered be related to the Proto-Albanian term dard, which means "pear" (Modern Albanian: dardh).[21][24] The former Kosovo President Ibrahim Rugova had been an enthusiastic backer of a "Dardanian" identity, and the Kosovar presidential flag and seal
refer to this national identity. However, the name "Kosova" remains more widely used among the Albanian population. The flag of Dardania remains in use as the official Presidential seal and standard and is heavily featured in the institution of the presidency of the country.The official conventional long name, as defined by the constitution, is Republic of
Kosovo.[25] Additionally, as a result of an arrangement agreed between Pristina and Belgrade in talks mediated by the European Union, Kosovo has participated in some international forums and organisations under the title "Kosovo*" with a footnote stating, "This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSC 1244 and
the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence". This arrangement, which has been dubbed the "asterisk agreement", was agreed in an 11-point arrangement on 24 February 2012.[26]For a chronological guide, see Timeline of Kosovo history.Main article: History of KosovoSee also: Archaeology of Kosovo and Copper, Bronze and Iron Age
sites in KosovoFurther information: Illyrians and DardaniaThe strategic position including the abundant natural resources were favourable for the development of human settlements in Kosovo, as is highlighted by the hundreds of archaeological sites identified throughout its territory.[27]Neolithic Goddess on the Throne is one of the most significant
archaeological artefacts of Kosovo and has been adopted as the symbol of Pristina.Since 2000, the increase in archaeological expeditions has revealed many, previously unknown sites. The earliest documented traces in Kosovo are associated to the Stone Age; namely, indications that cave dwellings might have existed, such as Radivojce Cave near the
source of the Drin River, Grnar Cave in Viti municipality and the Dema and Karamakaz Caves in the municipality of Peja.The earliest archaeological evidence of organised settlement, which have been found in Kosovo, belong to the Neolithic Starevo and Vina cultures.[28] Vlashnj and Runik are important sites of the Neolithic era with the rock art
paintings at Mrrizi i Kobajs near Vlashnj being the first find of prehistoric art in Kosovo.[29] Amongst the finds of excavations in Neolithic Runik is a baked-clay ocarina, which is the first musical instrument recorded in Kosovo.[28]Kingdom of Dardania in the 3rd century BCE.The first archaeological expedition in Kosovo was organised by the Austro-
Hungarian army during World War I in the Illyrian tumuli burial grounds of Neprbishti within the district of Prizren.[27]The beginning of the Bronze Age coincides with the presence of tumuli burial grounds in western Kosovo, like the site of Romaj.[27]The Dardani were the most important Paleo-Balkan tribe in the region of Kosovo. A wide area which
consists of Kosovo, parts of Northern Macedonia and eastern Serbia was named Dardania after them in classical antiquity, reaching to the Thraco-Illyrian contact zone in the east. In archaeological research, Illyrian names are predominant in western Dardania, while Thracian names are mostly found in eastern Dardania.Thracian names are absent in
western Dardania, while some Illyrian names appear in the eastern parts. Thus, their identification as either an Illyrian or Thracian tribe has been a subject of debate, the ethnolinguistic relationship between the two groups being largely uncertain and debated itself as well. The correspondence of Illyrian names, including those of the ruling elite, in
Dardania with those of the southern Illyrians suggests a thracianisation of parts of Dardania.[30] The Dardani retained an individuality and continued to maintain social independence after Roman conquest, playing an important role in the formation of new groupings in the Roman era.[31]See also: Roman heritage in KosovoDuring Roman rule, Kosovo
was part of two provinces, with its western part being part of Praevalitana, and the vast majority of its modern territory belonging to Dardania. Praevalitana and the rest of Illyria was conquered by the Roman Republic in 168 BC. On the other hand, Dardania maintained its independence until the year 28 BC, when the Romans, under Augustus, annexed
it into their Republic.[32][33] Dardania eventually became a part of the Moesia province.[34] During the reign of Diocletian, Dardania became a full Roman province and the entirety of Kosovo's modern territory became a part of the Diocese of Moesia, and then during the second half of the 4th century, it became part of the Praetorian prefecture of
Nlyricum.[35]:548Ruins of Ancient Ulpiana situated southeast of Pristina. The city, built by Trajan, was an important political, cultural, and financial centre of the Roman province of DardaniaDuring Roman rule, a series of settlements developed in the area, mainly close to mines and to the major roads. The most important of the settlements was Ulpiana,
[36] which is located near modern-day Graanica. It was established in the 1st century AD, possibly developing from a concentrated Dardanian oppidum, and then was upgraded to the status of a Roman municipium at the beginning of the 2nd century during the rule of Trajan.[37][38] Ulpiana became especially important during the rule of Justinian I,
after the Emperor rebuilt the city after it had been destroyed by an earthquake and renamed it to Iustinianna Secunda.[39][40]Other important towns that developed in the area during Roman rule were Vendenis, located in modern-day Podujev; Viciana, possibly near Vushtrri; and Municipium Dardanorum, an important mining town in Leposavi. Other
archeological sites include ifllak in Western Kosovo, Dresnik in Klina, Pestova in Vushtrri, Vrban in Viti, Poslishte between Vrmica and Prizren, Paldenica near Hani i Elezit, as well as Nerodim e Poshtme and Nikadin near Ferizaj. The one thing all the settlements have in common is that they are located either near roads, such as Via Lissus-Naissus, or
near the mines of North Kosovo and eastern Kosovo. Most of the settlements are archaeological sites that have been discovered recently and are being excavated.Dea Dardanica, a sculpture representing an ancient diety of the Dardanilt is also known that the region was Christianised during Roman rule, though little is known regarding Christianity in
the Balkans in the three first centuries AD.[41] The first clear mention of Christians in literature is the case of Bishop Dacus of Macedonia, from Dardania, who was present at the First Council of Nicaea (325).[42] It is also known that Dardania had a Diocese in the 4th century, and its seat was placed in Ulpiana, which remained the episcopal centre of
Dardania until the establishment of Justiniana Prima in 535 AD.[43][38] The first known bishop of Ulpiana is Machedonius, who was a member of the council of Serdika. Other known bishops were Paulus (synod of Constantinople in 553 AD), and Gregentius, who was sent by Justin I to Ethiopia and Yemen to ease problems among different Christian
groups there.[43]In the next centuries, Kosovo was a frontier province of the Roman, and later of the Byzantine Empire, and as a result it changed hands frequently. The region was exposed to an increasing number of raids from the 4th century CE onward, culminating with the Slavic migrations of the 6th and 7th centuries. Toponymic evidence suggests
that Albanian was probably spoken in Kosovo prior to the Slavic settlement of the region.[44][45] The overwhelming presence of towns and municipalities in Kosovo with Slavic in their toponymy suggests that the Slavic migrations either assimilated or drove out population groups already living in Kosovo.[46]Toponyms suggest that the Slav presence in
Kosovo and southernmost part of the Morava valley may have been quite weak in the first one or two centuries of Slav settlement as, unlike in some other areas of the Balkans, (such as Bosnia, Northern Serbia and the Dalmatian hinterlands where old toponyms were completely swept aside), the names of some important old towns and toponyms of
mountains survived in the region including Nish, Shkup, Sharr, Lipjan and Shtip. A pre-Slavic population in this territory served as a border zone between the early Serbs and Bulgarians which created a division between the Serbo-Croat language and the Bulgarian-Macedonian one.[47] A transitional dialect, the Torlak dialect, is considered to have
developed later when the Serbo-Croat speakers expanded into the region in the late medieval period and came in contact with Bulgarian speakers.[48] The Torlak dialect is also considered to have Albanian and Romanian influence.[49] Expansion of Slavs into the region is thought to have led to the spread of the Vlachs (Romanian and Aromanian) into
other areas of the Balkans.[49] Only in the ninth century can the expansion of a strong Slav (or quasi-Slav) power into this region be observed. The Bulgarians that pushed westwards across modern Macedonia and eastern Serbia, until by the 850's had taken over Kosovo and were pressing on the border of Serbian Principality. At the same time, southern
and central Albania became settled by Bulgarian speakers too and Serb tribes were expanding into Northern Albania.[47]The First Bulgarian Empire acquired Kosovo by the mid-9th century, but Byzantine control was restored by the late 10th century. In 1072, the leaders of the Bulgarian Uprising of Georgi Voiteh traveled from their centre in Skopje to
Prizren and held a meeting in which they invited Mihailo Vojislavljevi of Duklja to send them assistance. Mihailo sent his son, Constantine Bodin with 300 of his soldiers. After they met, the Bulgarian magnates proclaimed him "Emperor of the Bulgarians".[50] Demetrios Chomatenos is the last Byzantine archbishop of Ohrid to include Prizren in his
jurisdiction until 1219.[51] Stefan Nemanja had seized the area along the White Drin in 1185 to 1195 and the ecclesiastical split of Prizren from the Patriarchate in 1219 was the final act of establishing Nemanji rule. Konstantin Jireek concluded, from the correspondence of archbishop Demetrios of Ohrid from 1216 to 1236, that Dardania was
increasingly populated by Albanians and the expansion started from Gjakova and Prizren area, prior to the Slavic expansion.[52]Graanica Monastery, a UNESCO World Heritage SiteVisoki Deani Monastery, a UNESCO World Heritage SiteDuring the 13th and 14th centuries, Kosovo was a political, cultural and religious centre of the Serbian Kingdom.
[53] In the late 13th century, the seat of the Serbian Archbishopric was moved to Peja, and rulers centred themselves between Prizren and Skopje,[54] during which time thousands of Christian monasteries and feudal-style forts and castles were erected,[55] with Stefan Duan using Prizren Fortress as one of his temporary courts for a time. When the
Serbian Empire fragmented into a conglomeration of principalities in 1371, Kosovo became the hereditary land of the House of Brankovi.[53][56] During the late 14th and early 15th centuries, parts of Kosovo, the easternmost area located near Pristina, were part of the Principality of Dukagjini, which was later incorporated into an anti-Ottoman
federation of all Albanian principalities, the League of Lezh.[57]In 1330, Serbian king Stefan Deanski explicitly mentioned the presence of Albanians and the Albanian names of villages in Kosovo, in particular in the districts of Prizren and that of Skopje. A chrisobull of the Serbian Tsar Stefan Duan that was given to the Monastery of Saint Mihail and
Gavril in Prizren between the years of 1348-1353 states the presence of Albanians in the vicinity of Prizren, the Dukagjin Plain and in the villages of Drenica. Within this chrisobull, nine Albanian stock-breeding villages within the vicinity of Prizren are mentioned explicitly; entire Albanian villages were gifted by Serbian kings, particularly Stefan Duan as
presents to Serb monasteries within Prizren, Dean and Tetova.[58] In one of Nemanjas charter, 170 Vlachs are mentioned in the area of Prizren. When Deanski founded his monastery of Deani in 1330, he referred to villages and katuns of Vlachs and Albanians in the area of the white Drin.[59] Vlachs and Albanians had to carry salt and provide serf
labour for the monastery.[60]Medieval Monuments in Kosovo is a combined UNESCO World Heritage Site consisting of four Serbian Orthodox churches and monasteries in Dean, Peja, Prizren and Graanica. The constructions were founded by members of the Nemanji dynasty, a prominent dynasty of mediaeval Serbia.[61]Main article: History of Ottoman
KosovoSee also: Battle of Kosovo, Vilayet of Kosovo, and Great Migrations of the SerbsThe Imperial Mosque of Pristina built by Sultan Mehmed the Conqueror, 1461In 1389, as the Ottoman Empire expanded northwards through the Balkans, Ottoman forces under Sultan Murad I met with a Christian coalition led by Moravian Serbia under Prince Lazar
in the Battle of Kosovo. Both sides suffered heavy losses and the battle was a stalemate and it was even reported as a Christian victory at first, but Serbian manpower was depleted and de facto Serbian rulers could not raise another equal force to the Ottoman army.[62][63]1[64][65]Different parts of Kosovo were ruled directly or indirectly by the
Ottomans in this early period. The medieval town of Novo Brdo was under Lazar's son, Stefan who became a loyal Ottoman vassal and instigated the downfall of Vuk Brankovi who eventually joined the Hungarian anti-Ottoman coalition and was defeated in 139596. A small part of Vuk's land with the villages of Pristina and Vushtrri was given to his sons
to hold as Ottoman vassals for a brief period.[66]During this period, Islam was introduced to the region. The Ottomans appeared to have a more deliberate approach to converting the Roman Catholic population who were mostly Albanians (and were most of the converts to Islam) in comparison with the mostly Serbian adherents of Eastern Orthodoxy, as
they viewed the former less favourably due to its allegiance to Rome, a competing regional power.[67] In 1690, Kosovo Albanian Pjeter Bogdani led a revolt against the Ottoman Empire in Kosovo.[68] Following the Great Turkish War, a number of Serbs migrated northwards to Habsburg territories near the Danube and Sava rivers led by Serbian
Patriarch Arsenije III Crnojevi.[69] There were also some Christian and Muslim Albanians who departed.[70] Afterwards, the Ottomans encouraged the migration of Albanians into Kosovo. The larger, eastern part of Kosovo remained overwhelmingly Serb Orthodox, with a Catholic Albanian, and later Muslim Albanian, presence growing from the west by
the 16th century.[69]The city of Prizren was the cultural and intellectual centre of Kosovo during the Ottoman period in the Middle Ages and is now the historic capital of Kosovo.In the 19th century, there was an awakening of ethnic nationalism throughout the Balkans. The underlying ethnic tensions became part of a broader struggle of Christian Serbs
against Muslim Albanians.[63] The ethnic Albanian nationalism movement was centred in Kosovo. In 1878 the League of Prizren (Lidhja e Prizrenit) was formed, a political organisation that sought to unify all the Albanians of the Ottoman Empire in a common struggle for autonomy and greater cultural rights,[71] although they generally desired the
continuation of the Ottoman Empire.[72] The League was dis-established in 1881 but enabled the awakening of a national identity among Albanians,[73] whose ambitions competed with those of the Serbs, the Kingdom of Serbia wishing to incorporate this land that had formerly been within its empire.The modern Albanian-Serbian conflict has its roots in
the expulsion of the Albanians in 18771878 from areas that became incorporated into the Principality of Serbia.[74][75] During and after the SerbianOttoman War of 187678, between 30,000 and 70,000 Muslims, mostly Albanians, were expelled by the Serb army from the Sanjak of Ni and fled to the Kosovo Vilayet.[76][771[78]1[791[801[81] According to
Austrian data, by the 1890s Kosovo was 70% Muslim (nearly entirely of Albanian descent) and less than 30% non-Muslim (primarily Serbs).[67] In May 1901, Albanians pillaged and partially burned the cities of Novi Pazar, Sjenica and Pristina, and killed many Serbs near Pristina and in Kolain (now North Kosovo).[82][83] Division of Kosovo vilayet
between the Kingdom of Serbia (yellow) and the Kingdom of Montenegro (green) following the Balkan Wars 1913.In the spring of 1912, Albanians under the lead of Hasan Prishtina revolted against the Ottoman Empire. The rebels were joined by a wave of Albanians in the Ottoman army ranks, who deserted the army, refusing to fight their own kin. The
rebels defeated the Ottomans and the latter were forced to accept all fourteen demands of the rebels, which foresaw an effective autonomy for the Albanians living in the Empire.[84] However, this autonomy never materialised, and the revolt created serious weaknesses in the Ottoman ranks, luring Montenegro, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Greece into
declaring war on the Ottoman Empire and starting the First Balkan War.After the Ottomans' defeat in the First Balkan War, the 1913 Treaty of London was signed with Metohija ceded to the Kingdom of Montenegro and eastern Kosovo ceded to the Kingdom of Serbia.[85] During the Balkan Wars, over 100,000 Albanians left Kosovo and about 50,000
were killed in the massacres that accompanied the war.[86][87] Soon, there were concerted Serbian colonisation efforts in Kosovo during various periods between Serbia's 1912 takeover of the province and World Warll, causing the population of Serbs in Kosovo to grow by about 58,000 in this period.[88][89]Serbian authorities promoted creating new
Serb settlements in Kosovo as well as the assimilation of Albanians into Serbian society, causing a mass exodus of Albanians from Kosovo.[90] The figures of Albanians forcefully expelled from Kosovo range between 60,000 and 239,807, while Malcolm mentions 100,000120,000. In combination with the politics of extermination and expulsion, there was
also a process of assimilation through religious conversion of Albanian Muslims and Albanian Catholics into the Serbian Orthodox religion which took place as early as 1912. These politics seem to have been inspired by the nationalist ideologies of Ilija Garaanin and Jovan Cviji.[91]In the winter of 191516, during World War I, Kosovo saw the retreat of
the Serbian army as Kosovo was occupied by Bulgaria and Austria-Hungary. In 1918, the Allied Powers pushed the Central Powers out of Kosovo.German soldiers set fire to a Serbian village near Mitrovica, circa 1941A new administration system since 26 April 1922 split Kosovo among three districts (oblast) of the Kingdom: Kosovo, Raka and Zeta. In
1929, the country was transformed into the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and the territories of Kosovo were reorganised among the Banate of Zeta, the Banate of Morava and the Banate of Vardar. In order to change the ethnic composition of Kosovo, between 1912 and 1941 a large-scale Serbian colonisation of Kosovo was undertaken by the Belgrade
government. Kosovar Albanians' right to receive education in their own language was denied alongside other non-Slavic or unrecognised Slavic nations of Yugoslavia, as the kingdom only recognised the Slavic Croat, Serb, and Slovene nations as constituent nations of Yugoslavia. Other Slavs had to identify as one of the three official Slavic nations and
non-Slav nations deemed as minorities.[90]Albanians and other Muslims were forced to emigrate, mainly with the land reform which struck Albanian landowners in 1919, but also with direct violent measures.[92][93] In 1935 and 1938, two agreements between the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and Turkey were signed on the expatriation of 240,000 Albanians
to Turkey, but the expatriation did not occur due to the outbreak of World War I1.[94]After the Axis invasion of Yugoslavia in 1941, most of Kosovo was assigned to Italian-controlled Albania, and the rest was controlled by Germany and Bulgaria. A three-dimensional conflict ensued, involving inter-ethnic, ideological, and international affiliations.[95]
Albanian collaborators persecuted Serb and Montenegrin settlers.[96] Estimates differ, but most authors estimate that between 3,000 and 10,000 Serbs and Montenegrins died in Kosovo during the Second World War. Another 30,000 to 40,000, or as high as 100,000, Serbs and Montenegrins, mainly settlers, were deported to Serbia in order to
Albanianise Kosovo.[95][97] A decree from Yugoslav leader Josip Broz Tito, followed by a new law in August 1945 disallowed the return of colonists who had taken land from Albanian peasants.[98] During the war years, some Serbs and Montenegrins were sent to concentration camps in Pristina and Mitrovica.[97] Nonetheless, these conflicts were
relatively low-level compared with other areas of Yugoslavia during the war years. Two Serb historians also estimate that 12,000 Albanians died.[95] An official investigation conducted by the Yugoslav government in 1964 recorded nearly 8,000 war-related fatalities in Kosovo between 1941 and 1945, 5,489 of them Serb or Montenegrin and 2,177
Albanian.[99] Some sources note that up to 72,000 individuals were encouraged to settle or resettle into Kosovo from Albania by the short-lived Italian administration.[100][97] As the regime collapsed, this was never materialised with historians and contemporary references emphasising that a large-scale migration of Albanians from Albania to Kosovo is
not recorded in Axis documents.[101]Main article: Socialist Autonomous Province of KosovoThe flag of the Albanian minority of Kosovo in the Socialist Federal Republic of YugoslaviaThe existing province took shape in 1945 as the Autonomous Region of Kosovo and Metohija, with a final demarcation in 1959.[102][103] Until 1945, the only entity bearing
the name of Kosovo in the late modern period had been the Vilayet of Kosovo, a political unit created by the Ottoman Empire in 1877. However, those borders were different.[104]Tensions between ethnic Albanians and the Yugoslav government were significant, not only due to ethnic tensions but also due to political ideological concerns, especially
regarding relations with neighbouring Albania.[105] Harsh repressive measures were imposed on Kosovo Albanians due to suspicions that there were sympathisers of the Stalinist regime of Enver Hoxha of Albania.[105] In 1956, a show trial in Pristina was held in which multiple Albanian Communists of Kosovo were convicted of being infiltrators from
Albania and given long prison sentences.[105] High-ranking Serbian communist official Aleksandar Rankovi sought to secure the position of the Serbs in Kosovo and gave them dominance in Kosovo's nomenklatura.[106]Fadil Hoxha, the vice-president of Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, from 1978 to 1979Islam in Kosovo at this time was
repressed and both Albanians and Muslim Slavs were encouraged to declare themselves to be Turkish and emigrate to Turkey.[105] At the same time Serbs and Montenegrins dominated the government, security forces, and industrial employment in Kosovo.[105] Albanians resented these conditions and protested against them in the late 1960s, calling
the actions taken by authorities in Kosovo colonialist, and demanding that Kosovo be made a republic, or declaring support for Albania.[105] After the ouster of Rankovi in 1966, the agenda of pro-decentralisation reformers in Yugoslavia succeeded in the late 1960s in attaining substantial decentralisation of powers, creating substantial autonomy in
Kosovo and Vojvodina, and recognising a Muslim Yugoslav nationality.[106] As a result of these reforms, there was a massive overhaul of Kosovo's nomenklatura and police, that shifted from being Serb-dominated to ethnic Albanian-dominated through firing Serbs in large scale.[106] Further concessions were made to the ethnic Albanians of Kosovo in
response to unrest, including the creation of the University of Pristina as an Albanian language institution.[106] These changes created widespread fear among Serbs that they were being made second-class citizens in Yugoslavia.[106] By the 1974 Constitution of Yugoslavia, Kosovo was granted major autonomy, allowing it to have its own administration,
assembly, and judiciary; as well as having a membership in the collective presidency and the Yugoslav parliament, in which it held veto power.[105]In the aftermath of the 1974 constitution, concerns over the rise of Albanian nationalism in Kosovo rose with the widespread celebrations in 1978 of the 100th anniversary of the founding of the League of
Prizren.[105] Albanians felt that their status as a "minority" in Yugoslavia had made them second-class citizens in comparison with the "nations" of Yugoslavia and demanded that Kosovo be a constituent republic, alongside the other republics of Yugoslavia.[105] Protests by Albanians in 1981 over the status of Kosovo resulted in Yugoslav territorial



defence units being brought into Kosovo and a state of emergency being declared resulting in violence and the protests being crushed.[105] In the aftermath of the 1981 protests, purges took place in the Communist Party, and rights that had been recently granted to Albanians were rescinded including ending the provision of Albanian professors and
Albanian language textbooks in the education system.[105]While Albanians in the region had the highest birth rates in Europe, other areas of Yugoslavia including Serbia had low birth rates. Increased urbanisation and economic development led to higher settlements of Albanian workers into Serb-majority areas, as Serbs departed in response to the
economic climate for more favourable real estate conditions in Serbia.[107] While there was tension, charges of "genocide" and planned harassment have been discredited as a pretext to revoke Kosovo's autonomy. For example, in 1986 the Serbian Orthodox Church published an official claim that Kosovo Serbs were being subjected to an Albanian
program of 'genocide'.[108]Even though they were disproved by police statistics,[108][pageneeded] they received wide attention in the Serbian press and that led to further ethnic problems and eventual removal of Kosovo's status. Beginning in March 1981, Kosovar Albanian students of the University of Pristina organised protests seeking that Kosovo
become a republic within Yugoslavia and demanding their human rights.[109] The protests were brutally suppressed by the police and army, with many protesters arrested.[110] During the 1980s, ethnic tensions continued with frequent violent outbreaks against Yugoslav state authorities, resulting in a further increase in emigration of Kosovo Serbs
and other ethnic groups.[111][112] The Yugoslav leadership tried to suppress protests of Kosovo Serbs seeking protection from ethnic discrimination and violence.[113]Main article: Kosovo WarFurther information: War crimes in the Kosovo Warlbrahim Rugova advocated for the rights of Kosovar Albanians and their self-determinationInter-ethnic
tensions continued to worsen in Kosovo throughout the 1980s. In 1989, Serbian President Slobodan Miloevi, employing a mix of intimidation and political maneuvering, drastically reduced Kosovo's special autonomous status within Serbia and started cultural oppression of the ethnic Albanian population.[114] Kosovar Albanians responded with a non-
violent separatist movement, employing widespread civil disobedience and creation of parallel structures in education, medical care, and taxation, with the ultimate goal of achieving the independence of Kosovo.[115]In July 1990, the Kosovo Albanians proclaimed the existence of the Republic of Kosova, and declared it a sovereign and independent state
in September 1992.[116] In May 1992, Ibrahim Rugova was elected its president.[117] During its lifetime, the Republic of Kosova was only officially recognised by Albania. By the mid-1990s, the Kosovo Albanian population was growing restless, as the status of Kosovo was not resolved as part of the Dayton Agreement of November 1995, which ended
the Bosnian War. By 1996, the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), an ethnic Albanian guerrilla paramilitary group that sought the separation of Kosovo and the eventual creation of a Greater Albania,[118] had prevailed over the Rugova's non-violent resistance movement and launched attacks against the Yugoslav Army and Serbian police in Kosovo,
resulting in the Kosovo War.[114][119]By 1998, international pressure compelled Yugoslavia to sign a ceasefire and partially withdraw its security forces. Events were to be monitored by Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) observers according to an agreement negotiated by Richard Holbrooke. The ceasefire did not hold and
fighting resumed in December 1998, culminating in the Raak massacre, which attracted further international attention to the conflict.[114] Within weeks, a multilateral international conference was convened and by March had prepared a draft agreement known as the Rambouillet Accords, calling for the restoration of autonomy for Kosovo and the
deployment of NATO peacekeeping forces. The Yugoslav delegation found the terms unacceptable and refused to sign the draft. Between 24 March and 10 June 1999, NATO intervened by bombing Yugoslavia, aiming to force Miloevi to withdraw his forces from Kosovo,[120] though NATO could not appeal to any particular motion of the Security Council
of the United Nations to help legitimise its intervention. Combined with continued skirmishes between Albanian guerrillas and Yugoslav forces the conflict resulted in a further massive displacement of population in Kosovo.[121]Kosovar Albanian soldiers holding pictures in memory of the men who were killed or went missing in the Krusha
massacresPhotograph of Kosovo Albanian refugees during the Kosovo War, presented as evidence at the trial of Slobodan MiloeviDuring the conflict, between 848,000 and 863,000 ethnic Albanians fled or were forcefully driven from Kosovo and an additional 590,000 were internally displaced.[122][123] Some sources claim that this ethnic cleansing of
Albanians was part of a plan known as Operation Horseshoe, described as "Milosevic's final solution to the Kosovo problem".[124][125][126][127] However, the existence and implementation of this plan has not been proven.[128][129]During the war, over 90,000 Serbian and other non-Albanian refugees fled the province. In September 1998, Serbian
police collected 34 bodies of people believed to have been seized and murdered by the KLA, among them some ethnic Albanians, at Lake Radonji near Gloane (Gllogjan) in what became known as the Lake Radonji massacre, the most serious atrocity by the KLA during the conflict.[130][131] By June, Miloevi agreed to a foreign military presence in Kosovo
and the withdrawal of his troops. In the days after the Yugoslav Army withdrew, over 80,000 Serb and other non-Albanian civilians (almost half of 200,000 estimated to live in Kosovo) were expelled from Kosovo, and many of the remaining civilians were victims of abuse.[132][133][134][135][136] After the Kosovo and other Yugoslav Wars, Serbia
became home to the highest number of refugees and IDPs (including Kosovo Serbs) in Europe.[137][138][139]Serbian and other children refugees, Cernica, Gjilan"Heroinat" (Heroines) monument in Pristina. It is dedicated to women victims of sexual violence perpetrated by Serbian forces, during the Kosovo War, of which the vast majority were
Albanian women[140]The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) prosecuted crimes committed during the Kosovo War. Nine senior Yugoslav officials, including Miloevi, were indicted for crimes against humanity and war crimes committed between January and June 1999. Six of the defendants were convicted, one was
acquitted, one died before his trial could commence, and one (Miloevi) died before his trial could conclude.[141] Six KLA members were charged with crimes against humanity and war crimes by the ICTY following the war, and one was convicted.[142][143][144][145]In total around 10,317 civilians were killed during the war, of whom 8,676 were
Albanians, 1,196 Serbs and 445 Roma and others in addition to 3,218 killed members of armed formations.[146]Main articles: United Nations Administered Kosovo, United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo, and Kosovo status processUS President Bill Clinton with Albanian children during his visit to Kosovo, June 19990n 10 June 1999,
the UN Security Council passed UN Security Council Resolution 1244, which placed Kosovo under transitional UN administration (UNMIK) and authorised Kosovo Force (KFOR), a NATO-led peacekeeping force. Resolution 1244 provided that Kosovo would have autonomy within the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, and affirmed the territorial integrity of
Yugoslavia, which has been legally succeeded by the Republic of Serbia.[147]Estimates of the number of Serbs who left when Serbian forces left Kosovo vary from 65,000[148] to 250,000.[149] Within post-conflict Kosovo Albanian society, calls for retaliation for previous violence done by Serb forces during the war circulated through public culture.[150]
Widespread attacks against Serbian cultural sites commenced following the conflict and the return of hundreds of thousands of Kosovo Albanian refugees to their homes.[151] In 2004, prolonged negotiations over Kosovo's future status, sociopolitical problems and nationalist sentiments resulted in the Kosovo unrest.[152][153] 11 Albanians and 16 Serbs
were killed, 900 people (including peacekeepers) were injured, and several houses, public buildings and churches were damaged or destroyed.International negotiations began in 2006 to determine the final status of Kosovo, as envisaged under UN Security Council Resolution 1244. The UN-backed talks, led by UN Special Envoy Martti Ahtisaari, began
in February 2006. Whilst progress was made on technical matters, both parties remained diametrically opposed on the question of status itself.[154]In February 2007, Ahtisaari delivered a draft status settlement proposal to leaders in Belgrade and Pristina, the basis for a draft UN Security Council Resolution which proposed 'supervised independence'
for the province. A draft resolution, backed by the United States, the United Kingdom and other European members of the Security Council, was presented and rewritten four times to try to accommodate Russian concerns that such a resolution would undermine the principle of state sovereignty.[155]Russia, which holds a veto in the Security Council as
one of five permanent members, had stated that it would not support any resolution which was not acceptable to both Belgrade and Kosovo Albanians.[156] Whilst most observers had, at the beginning of the talks, anticipated independence as the most likely outcome, others have suggested that a rapid resolution might not be preferable.[157]After many
weeks of discussions at the UN, the United States, United Kingdom and other European members of the Security Council formally 'discarded' a draft resolution backing Ahtisaari's proposal on 20 July 2007, having failed to secure Russian backing. Beginning in August, a "Troika" consisting of negotiators from the European Union (Wolfgang Ischinger),
the United States (Frank G. Wisner) and Russia (Alexander Botsan-Kharchenko) launched a new effort to reach a status outcome acceptable to both Belgrade and Pristina. Despite Russian disapproval, the U.S., the United Kingdom, and France appeared likely to recognise Kosovar independence.[158] A declaration of independence by Kosovar Albanian
leaders was postponed until the end of the Serbian presidential elections (4 February 2008). A significant portion of politicians in both the EU and the US had feared that a premature declaration could boost support in Serbia for the nationalist candidate, Tomislav Nikoli.[159]In November 2001, the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
supervised the first elections for the Assembly of Kosovo.[160] After that election, Kosovo's political parties formed an all-party unity coalition and elected Ibrahim Rugova as president and Bajram Rexhepi (PDK) as Prime Minister.[161] After Kosovo-wide elections in October 2004, the LDK and AAK formed a new governing coalition that did not include
PDK and Ora. This coalition agreement resulted in Ramush Haradinaj (AAK) becoming Prime Minister, while Ibrahim Rugova retained the position of President. PDK and Ora were critical of the coalition agreement and have since frequently accused that government of corruption.[162]Parliamentary elections were held on 17 November 2007. After early
results, Hashim Thai who was on course to gain 35 per cent of the vote, claimed victory for PDK, the Democratic Party of Kosovo, and stated his intention to declare independence. Thai formed a coalition with president Fatmir Sejdiu's Democratic League which was in second place with 22 percent of the vote.[163] The turnout at the election was
particularly low. Most members of the Serb minority refused to vote.[164]Main article: 2008 Kosovo declaration of independenceSee also: International recognition of KosovoThe Newborn monument unveiled at the celebration of the 2008 Kosovo declaration of independence proclaimed earlier that day, 17 February 2008, PristinaThe prime minister of
Kosovo Hashim Thai, then-U.S. Vice President Joe Biden and the president of Kosovo Fatmir Sejdiu with the Declaration of Independence of KosovoKosovo declared independence from Serbia on 17 February 2008.[165] As of 16 April 2025, 116UN states recognised its independence, including all of its immediate neighbours, with the exception of Serbia;
[166] 10 states have subsequently withdrawn that recognition.[167][168] Of the UN Security Council members, while the US, UK and France do recognise Kosovo's independence, Russia and China do not.[169] Since declaring independence, it has become a member of international institutions such as the International Monetary Fund and World Bank,
[170][171] though not of the United Nations.The Serb minority of Kosovo, which largely opposes the declaration of independence, has formed the Community Assembly of Kosovo and Metohija in response. The creation of the assembly was condemned by Kosovo's President Fatmir Sejdiu, while UNMIK has said the assembly is not a serious issue because
it will not have an operative role.[172]0On 8 October 2008, the UN General Assembly resolved, on a proposal by Serbia, to ask the International Court of Justice to render an advisory opinion on the legality of Kosovo's declaration of independence. The advisory opinion, which is not binding over decisions by states to recognise or not recognise Kosovo,
was rendered on 22 July 2010, holding that Kosovo's declaration of independence was not in violation either of general principles of international law, which do not prohibit unilateral declarations of independence, nor of specific international law in particular UNSCR 1244 which did not define the final status process nor reserve the outcome to a
decision of the Security Council.[173]Some rapprochement between the two governments took place on 19 April 2013 as both parties reached the Brussels Agreement, an agreement brokered by the EU that allowed the Serb minority in Kosovo to have its own police force and court of appeals.[174] The agreement is yet to be ratified by either
parliament.[175] Presidents of Serbia and Kosovo organised two meetings, in Brussels on 27 February 2023 and Ohrid on 18 March 2023, to create and agree upon an 11-point agreement on implementing a European Union-backed deal to normalise ties between the two countries, which includes recognising "each other's documents such as passports
and license plates".[176]A number of protests and demonstrations took place in Kosovo between 2021 and 2023, some of which involved weapons and resulted in deaths on both sides. Amongst the injured were 30 NATO peacekeepers. The main reason behind the 202223 demonstrations ended on 1 January 2024 when each country recognised each
other's vehicle registration plates.Main article: Politics of KosovoSee also: Government of Kosovo and Human rights in KosovoVjosa OsmaniPresidentAlbin KurtiPrime MinisterKosovo is a multi-party parliamentary representative democratic republic. It is governed by legislative, executive and judicial institutions, which derive from the constitution,
although, until the Brussels Agreement, North Kosovo was in practice largely controlled by institutions of Serbia or parallel institutions funded by Serbia. Legislative functions are vested in both the Parliament and the ministers within their competencies. The Government exercises the executive power and is composed of the Prime Minister as the head
of government, the Deputy Prime Ministers and the Ministers of the various ministries.The judiciary is composed of the Supreme Court and subordinate courts, a Constitutional Court, and independent prosecutorial institutions. There also exist multiple independent institutions defined by the constitution and law, as well as local governments. All citizens
are equal before the law and gender equality is ensured by the constitution.[177][178] The Constitutional Framework guarantees a minimum of ten seats in the 120-member Assembly for Serbs, and ten for other minorities, and also guarantees Serbs and other minorities places in the Government.The president serves as the head of state and represents
the unity of the people, elected every five years, indirectly by the parliament through a secret ballot by a two-thirds majority of all deputies. The head of state is invested primarily with representative responsibilities and powers. The president has the power to return draft legislation to the parliament for reconsideration and has a role in foreign affairs
and certain official appointments.[179] The Prime Minister serves as the head of government elected by the parliament. Ministers are nominated by the Prime Minister, and then confirmed by the parliament. The head of government exercises executive power of the territory.Corruption is a major problem and an obstacle to the development of
democracy in the country. Those in the judiciary appointed by the government to fight corruption are often government associates. Moreover, prominent politicians and party operatives who commit offences are not prosecuted due to the lack of laws and political will. Organised crime also poses a threat to the economy due to the practices of bribery,
extortion and racketeering.[180]Main article: Foreign relations of KosovoThe foreign relations of Kosovo are conducted through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Pristina. As of 2023[update], 104 out of 193 United Nations member states recognise the Republic of Kosovo. Within the European Union, it is recognised by 22 of 27 members and is a
potential candidate for the future enlargement of the European Union.[181][182] On 15 December 2022 Kosovo filed a formal application to become a member of the European Union.[18]Kosovo is a member of several international organisations including the International Monetary Fund, World Bank, International Road and Transport Union, Regional
Cooperation Council, Council of Europe Development Bank, Venice Commission and European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.[183] In 2015, Kosovo's bid to become a member of UNESCO fell three votes short of the two-thirds majority required to join.[184] 23 countries maintain embassies in Kosovo.[185] Kosovo maintains 24 diplomatic
missions and 28 consular missions abroad.[186][187]The relations with Albania are in a special case considering that both countries share the same language and culture. The Albanian language is one of the official languages of Kosovo. Albania has an embassy in the capital Pristina and Kosovo an embassy in Tirana. In 1992, Albania was the only
country whose parliament voted to recognise the Republic of Kosova. Albania was also one of the first countries to officially announce its recognition of the Republic of Kosovo in February 2008.From 1 January 2024 Kosovo nationals became exempt from visa requirements within the Schengen Area for periods of up to 90 days in any 180-day period.
[188]Main article: Law of KosovoThe Kosovo Police is the main law enforcement agency in KosovoThe judicial system of Kosovo follows a civil law framework and comprises regular civil and criminal courts, alongside administrative courts. Administered by the judicial council in Pristina, the system includes the supreme court as the highest judicial
authority, a constitutional court and an independent prosecutorial institution.[189] Following the independence of Kosovo in 2008, the Kosovo Police assumed the primary law enforcement responsibilities within the country.Covering a broad range of issues related to the status of Kosovo, the Ahtisaari Plan introduced two forms of international
supervision for Kosovo following its independence, including the International Civilian Office (ICO) and the European Union Rule of Law Mission to Kosovo (EULEX).[190] The ICO monitored plan implementation and possessed veto powers, while EULEX focused on developing judicial systems and had arrest and prosecution authority. These bodies were
granted powers under Kosovo's declaration of independence and constitution.[191][192]The legal status of the ICO depended upon the de facto situation and Kosovo legislation, with oversight provided by the International Steering Group (ISG) comprising states that recognized Kosovo. Serbia and non-recognising states did not acknowledge the ICO.
Despite initial opposition, EULEX gained acceptance from Serbia and the UN Security Council in 2008. It operated under the UNMIK mandate with operational independence. The ICO concluded operations in 2012 after fulfilling obligations, while EULEX continues to operate within Kosovo and international law.[192] Its role has been extended,
primarily focusing on monitoring with reduced responsibilities.[193]According to the Global Safety Report by Gallup, which assesses personal security worldwide through the Law and Order Index Scores for 2023, Kosovo has distinguished itself by ranking among the top ten countries globally in terms of perceived safety and law enforcement
effectiveness.[194][195]Main article: Kosovo Security ForceThe Kosovo Security Force is the military of KosovoThe Kosovo Security Force (KSF) is the national security force of Kosovo commissioned with the task of preserving and safeguarding the country's territorial integrity, national sovereignty and the security interests of its population.[196]
Functioning under the president of Kosovo as the commander-in-chief, the security force adheres to the principle of non-discrimination, guaranteeing equal protection for its personnel regardless of gender or ethnicity.[196][197] Kosovo's notable challenges are identified in the realms of persistent conflicts and societal safety and security, both of which
are intertwined with the country's diplomatic ties to neighboring countries and its domestic social and political stability.[198]The Kosovo Force (KFOR) is a NATO-led international peacekeeping force in Kosovo.[199] Its operations are gradually reducing until Kosovo's Security Force, established in 2009, becomes self-sufficient.[200] KFOR entered
Kosovo on 12 June 1999,[201] one day after the United Nations Security Council adopted the UNSC Resolution 1244. Camp Bondsteel is the operation headquarters of the Kosovo Force (KFOR) in Kosovo. It is located near Ferizaj[202] in southeastern Kosovo. It is the Regional Command-East headed by the United States Army (U.S. Army) and it is
supported by troops from Greece, Italy, Finland, Hungary, Poland, Slovenia, Switzerland and Turkey.In 2008, under the leadership of NATO, the Kosovo Force (KFOR) and the Kosovo Protection Corps (KPC) undertook preparations for the formation of the Kosovo Security Force. A significant milestone occurred in 2014 when the government officially
announced its decision to establish a Ministry of Defence by 2019, with the aim of transforming the existing Kosovo Security Force into the Kosovo Armed Forces. This transformation would entail aligning the armed forces with the high standards expected of NATO members, reflecting Kosovo's aspiration to join the alliance in the future.[203]
Subsequently, in December 2018, the government enacted legislation to redefine the mandate of the Kosovo Security Force, effecting its transformation into an army. Concurrently, the establishment of a Ministry of Defence was set in motion, further solidifying these developments and ensuring the necessary infrastructure and oversight for the newly
formed armed forces.[204]In 2023, the Kosovo Security Force had over 5,000 active members, using vehicles and weapons acquired from a number of NATO countries. KFOR continues to operate in Kosovo under its UN mandate.[205]Main article: Districts of KosovoThis section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article
by adding citations to reliable sources in this section. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed.Find sources:"Kosovo"news newspapers books scholar JSTOR (April 2025) (Learn how and when to remove this message)See also: Municipalities of KosovoKosovo is divided into seven districts (Albanian: rajon; okrug), according to the Law of
Kosovo and the Brussels Agreement of 2013, which stipulated the formation of new municipalities with Serb majority populations. The districts are further subdivided into 38 municipalities (komun; optina). The largest and most populous district of Kosovo is the District of Pristina with the capital in Pristina, having a surface area of 2,470km?2
(953.67sqmi) and a population of 477,312.PejaGjakovaPrizren MitrovicaPristinaFerizaj GjilanDistrictsSeatArea (km2)PopulationDistrict of PejaPejal,365174,235District of MitrovicaMitrovica2,077272,247District of PristinaPristina2,470477,312District of GjilanGjilan1,206180,783District of GjakovaGjakoval,129194,672District of
PrizrenPrizren1,397331,670District of FerizajFerizaj1,030185,806Main article: Geography of KosovoLandscape in Rugova within the Bjeshkt e Nemuna National Park bordering AlbaniaDefined in a total area of 10,887 square kilometres (4,203 square miles), Kosovo is landlocked and located in the centre of the Balkan Peninsula in Southeastern Europe.
It lies between latitudes 42 and 43 N, and longitudes 20 and 22 E.[206] The northernmost point is Bellobrda at 43 14' 06" northern latitude; the southernmost is Restelic at 41 56' 40" northern latitude; the westernmost point is Bog at 20 3' 23" eastern longitude; and the easternmost point is Desivojca at 21 44' 21" eastern longitude. The highest point of
Kosovo is Velika Rudoka at 2,660 metres (8,730ft) above sea level,[207][208][209][210] and the lowest is the White Drin at 297 metres (974ft).Most of the borders of Kosovo are dominated by mountainous and high terrain. The most noticeable topographical features are the Accursed Mountains and the ar Mountains. The Accursed Mountains are a
geological continuation of the Dinaric Alps. The mountains run laterally through the west along the border with Albania and Montenegro. The southeast is predominantly the ar Mountains, which constitute the border with North Macedonia. Besides the mountain ranges, Kosovo's territory consists mostly of two major plains, the Kosovo Plain in the east
and the Metohija Plain in the west.Additionally, Kosovo consists of multiple geographic and ethnographic regions, such as Drenica, Dushkaja, Gollak, Has, Highlands of Gjakova, Llap, Llapusha, Reka e Kege and Rugova.Kosovo's hydrological resources are relatively small; there are few lakes in Kosovo, the largest of which are Lake Batllava, Badovc Lake,
Lake Gazivoda, Lake Radoniq.[211][212] In addition to these, Kosovo also does have karst springs, thermal and mineral water springs.[213] The longest rivers of Kosovo include the White Drin, the South Morava and the Ibar. Sitnica, a tributary of Ibar, is the largest river lying completely within Kosovo's territory. Nerodime river represents Europe's
only instance of a river bifurcation flowing into the Black Sea and Aegean Sea.Main article: Climate of KosovoAlpine climate in Pashallora as seen from BrezovicaMost of Kosovo experiences predominantly a Continental climate with Mediterranean and Alpine influences,[214] strongly influenced by Kosovo's proximity to the Adriatic Sea in the west, the
Aegean Sea in the south as well as the European continental landmass in the north.[215]The coldest areas are situated in the mountainous region to the west and southeast, where an Alpine climate is prevalent. The warmest areas are mostly in the extreme southern areas close to the border with Albania, where a Mediterranean climate is the norm.
Mean monthly temperature ranges between 0C (32F) (in January) and 22C (72F) (in July). Mean annual precipitation ranges from 600 to 1,300mm (24 to 51in) per year, and is well distributed year-round.To the northeast, the Kosovo Plain and Ibar Valley are drier with total precipitation of about 600 millimetres (24 inches) per year and more influenced
by continental air masses, with colder winters and very hot summers. In the southwest, climatic area of Metohija receives more mediterranean influences with warmer summers, somewhat higher precipitation (700mm (28in)) and heavy snowfalls in the winter. The mountainous areas of the Accursed Mountains in the west, ar Mountains on the south and
Kopaonik in the north experiences alpine climate, with high precipitation (900 to 1,300mm (35 to 51in) per year), short and fresh summers, and cold winters.[216] The average annual temperature of Kosovo is 9.5C (49.1F). The warmest month is July with average temperature of 19.2C (66.6F), and the coldest is January with 1.3C (29.7F). Except Prizren
and Istog, all other meteorological stations in January recorded average temperatures under 0C (32F).[217]Main article: Biodiversity of KosovoSee also: Protected areas of KosovoBjeshkt e Nemuna National Park is home to a wide range of flora and fauna speciesLocated in Southeastern Europe, Kosovo receives floral and faunal species from Europe and
Eurasia. Forests are widespread in Kosovo and cover at least 39% of the region. Phytogeographically, it straddles the Illyrian province of the Circumboreal Region within the Boreal Kingdom. In addition, it falls within three terrestrial ecoregions: Balkan mixed forests, Dinaric Mountains mixed forests, and Pindus Mountains mixed forests.[218] Kosovo's
biodiversity is conserved in two national parks, eleven nature reserves and one hundred three other protected areas.[219] The Bjeshkt e Nemuna National Park and Sharr Mountains National Park are the most important regions of vegetation and biodiversity in Kosovo.[220] Kosovo had a 2019 Forest Landscape Integrity Index mean score of 5.19/10,
ranking it 107th globally out of 172 countries.[221]Flora encompasses more than 1,800 species of vascular plant species, but the actual number is estimated to be higher than 2,500 species.[222][223] The diversity is the result of the complex interaction of geology and hydrology creating a wide variety of habitat conditions for flora growth. Although,
Kosovo represents only 2.3% of the entire surface area of the Balkans, in terms of vegetation it has 25% of the Balkan flora and about 18% of the European flora.[222] The fauna is composed of a wide range of species.[220]:14 The mountainous west and southeast provide a great habitat for several rare or endangered species including brown bears,
lynxes, wild cats, wolves, foxes, wild goats, roebucks and deers.[224] A total of 255 species of birds have been recorded, with raptors such as the golden eagle, eastern imperial eagle and lesser kestrel living principally in the mountains of Kosovo.Environmental issues in Kosovo include a wide range of challenges pertaining to air and water pollution,
climate change, waste management, biodiversity loss and nature conservation.[225] The vulnerability of the country to climate change is influenced by various factors, such as increased temperatures, geological and hydrological hazards, including droughts, flooding, fires and rains.[225] Kosovo is not a signatory to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), the Kyoto Protocol or the Paris Agreement.[226] Consequently, the country is not mandated to submit a Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) that are voluntary commitments outlining a nation's actions and strategies for mitigating climate change and adapting to its impacts.[226] However, since 2021,
Kosovo is actively engaged in the process of formulating a voluntary NDC, with assistance provided from Japan.[226][227] In 2023, the country has established a goal of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by approximately 16.3% as part of its broader objective to achieve carbon neutrality by the year 2050.[227]Main article: Demographics of
KosovoFurther information: Demographic history of KosovoAccording to the last census of 2024 by the Kosovo Agency of Statistics, Kosovo's population is 1,585,566.[228][229] In 2023, the overall life expectancy at birth is 79.68 years; 77.38 years for males and 81.87 years for females.[230] The estimated total fertility rate in 2023 is 1.88 children born
per woman.[231] The country is the 11th most populous country in the Southeastern Europe (Balkans) and ranks as the 152nd most populous country in the world. The country's population rose steadily over the 20th century and peaked at an estimated 2.2 million in 1998. The Kosovo War and subsequent migration have decreased the population of
Kosovo over time. Relations between Kosovar Albanians and Kosovar Serbs have been hostile since the rise of nationalism in the Balkans during the 19th century.[232] During Communism in Yugoslavia, the ethnic Albanians and Serbs were strongly irreconcilable, with sociological studies during the Tito-era indicating that ethnic Albanians and Serbs
rarely accepted each other as neighbors or friends and few held inter-ethnic marriages.[233] Ethnic prejudices, stereotypes and mutual distrust between ethnic Albanians and Serbs have remained common for decades.[233] The level of intolerance and separation between both communities during the Tito-period was reported by sociologists to be worse
than that of Croat and Serb communities in Yugoslavia, which also had tensions but held some closer relations between each other.[233] Despite their planned integration into the Kosovar society and their recognition in the Kosovar constitution, the Romani, Ashkali, and Egyptian communities continue to face many difficulties, such as segregation and
discrimination, in housing, education, health, employment and social welfare.[234] Many camps around Kosovo continue to house thousands of internally displaced people, all of whom are from minority groups and communities.[235] Because many of the Roma are believed to have sided with the Serbs during the conflict, taking part in the widespread
looting and destruction of Albanian property, Minority Rights Group International report that Romani people encounter hostility by Albanians outside their local areas.[236] A 2020 research report funded by the EU shows that there is a limited scale of trust and overall contact between the major ethnic groups in Kosovo.[237]According to the World
Happiness Report 2024, which evaluates the happiness levels of citizens in various countries, Kosovo is currently ranked 29th among a total of 143 nations assessed, compared with neighbours Serbia ranked 37th, Montenegro 76th, North Macedonia 84th and Albania 87th.[238]Largest municipalities by population (2024)
[239]PristinaPrizrenRankMunicipalityPopulationRankMunicipalityPopulationFerizajPejalPristina227,15411Lipjan54,9742Prizren147,42812Drenas48,0543Ferizaj109,34513Suharek45,7134Gjilan82,90114Malisheva43,8715Peja82,66115Rahovec41,7776Gjakova78,82416Skenderaj40,6327Podujev71,01817Viti35,5498Mitrovica64,68018Istog33,0669Kosovo
Polje64,07819Klina30,57410Vushtrri61,49320Dragash28,908Distribution of ethnic groups within Kosovo, as of the 2011 census[240]Kosovo is a fairly ethnically homogeneous country. In 2024, Albanians constituted around 92% of the population of Kosovo, followed by ethnic Serbs (2.3%), Bosniaks (1.7%), Ashkali and Balkan Egyptians (1.7%), Turks
(1.2%), Romani (
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