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New cpa exam sections

You want to get your CPA license, and you're ready to start studying and scheduling your exams. But where should you start? To help you map out your strategy, we’re sharing the best order to take the CPA Exam based on your discipline and other factors.CPA Evolution changes what order to take the CPA Exam sectionsBefore we dive into our
recommendations, let's breakdown of each part of the CPA Exam, so you know what to expect and can best determine which section to take first. Starting in January 2024, the structure of the CPA Exam will consist of three core sections all candidates must take and pass:Auditing and Attestation (AUD) Taxation and Regulation (REG) Financial
Accounting and Reporting (FAR)Candidates must also pass one of three Discipline sections:Business Analysis and Reporting (BAR) Information Systems and Controls (ISC) Tax Compliance and Planning (TCP)Before you decide what order to take the CPA Exam, you’ll want to choose your CPA Exam Discipline. The best order to take your CPA Exam
based on your Discipline You have a Discipline in mind, and you’re ready to start planning your exam strategy. We recommend these testing orders, but it’s also important to take the path that works best for you!Exam order if your Discipline is BARIf you enjoy the technical elements of accounting and reporting and want to elevate your overall
accounting competency while learning how to dig into financial analysis, choosing the BAR is a great option. Our suggested testing order if you choose BAR is: Starting with FAR will give you a stronger foundation into the reporting elements prior to taking the BAR section which will then build up your general knowledge as you go into AUD and
REG.Exam order if your Discipline is ISC Information technology and data management is becoming increasingly important to financial careers. The ISC connects tech and security knowledge into the field of public accounting, leading to a path in data management, IT auditor, or even a CIO. If you choose this Discipline, we recommend: An alternative
order to take the CPA Exam is: Exam order if your Discipline is TCP Tax compliance and planning is vital to public accounting and there is a strong demand for knowledgeable tax professionals. Choosing this Discipline will open the door to working in a company’s tax department, government entity, banks, or even managing your own tax firm. If this
is the right Discipline for you, the best order to take the CPA Exam is: As you can see, no matter what your Discipline, FAR is the best place to start your journey. It gives you the foundational knowledge you need and passing this exam sets you up for success moving forward. Get a 14-day free trial of our CPA Exam Review No matter what Discipline
you choose or what order to take the CPA Exam, Becker is with you every step of the way with our CPA Evolution-ready course. With over 900 lecture videos, personalized practice exams, and all the resources and materials you need to enhance your learning, we offer the leading CPA Exam review with over 1 million alumni! . In 2024, the American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) launched CPA Evolution-a new CPA Exam format where candidates must pass three Core sections and one Discipline section. The goal of these changes was to reduce skill gaps, create flexibility, and provide greater opportunities
for accountants to develop in particular areas. While CPA Exam changes in 2025 aren't as drastic as the initial transition to CPA Evolution, it's important to keep up with them so you're studying the most accurate information. The American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) publishes a blueprint, each year. We're sharing the 2025 CPA
Exam blueprint, outlining the format and content that candidates can expect to encounter on the exam. A summary of the CPA Exam blueprint Prior to CPA Evolution, all candidates had to pass the same four sections of the CPA Exam. Starting in 2024, all candidates must pass three Core sections that focus on knowledge and skills that are universal
to all CPAs. They must also pass one of three Discipline sections that focus on a specialized knowledge. Candidates who passed Business Environments and Concepts (BEC) prior to 2024 will not need to pass a Discipline. The 2024 CPA Exam blueprint also includes changes to the CPA Exam content, section time, question count, and skill level as well
as how the CPA Exam sections are scored.The 2025 CPA Exam blueprint doesn't bring significant changes, but even small changes can affect how you study, so keep reading to learn more. Jump ahead Why change the CPA Exam blueprint?Planning the sweeping changes to the CPA Exam blueprint started following an AICPA report1 published in
2019. The report showed that accounting firms were hiring fewer accountants and investing more in employees with stronger competency in technology and data analytics. A gap analysis showed that recent accounting graduates were skilled in data analytics and IT audits, but were less skilled in cybersecurity, IT governance, or Systems and
Organization Control (SOC) engagement. To address these gaps and ensure that the accounting degree is still relevant, the AICPA and NASBA worked together to transform the "old" CPA Exam. Each year, the AICPA updates the exam (and the blueprint) to factor in changes in regulation and law as well as continually reflect the needs of the
profession. Changes to the CPA Exam structurePrior to 2024, the CPA Exam consisted of four sections that all candidates had to pass: Auditing and Attestation (AUD)Business Environment and Concepts (BEC)Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)Regulation (REG)The current format includes these three Core exams:Auditing and Attestation
(AUD)Financial Auditing and Reporting (FAR)Taxation and Regulation (REG)Candidates must also pass one of three Discipline sections. Each one is centered on more specialized knowledge and skills gained in the Core sections:Business Analysis and Reporting (BAR) Information Systems and Controls (ISC)Tax Compliance and Planning (TCP) CPA
Exam section contentCore section - Auditing and Attestation (AUD)The AUD Core section tests knowledge and skills you will need to show when performing audit engagements, attestation engagements, and accounting and review service engagements. Content areasArea I: Ethics, Professional Responsibilities, and General Principles is allocated 15 to
25%Area II: Assessing Risk and Developing a Planned Response — 25 to 35%Area III: Performing Further Procedures and Obtaining Evidence — 30 to 40%Area IV: Forming Conclusions and Reporting — 10 to 20%2025 blueprint changesAdded examples to representative tasks in Area I, II, and III. Added referred-to auditor to three representative
tasks in one Group in Area IIMade a technical correction to a representative in one Group in Area III Core section - Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR)The FAR Core section tests the knowledge and skills needed with respect to financial accounting and reporting frameworks, including those issued by the Financial Accounting Standards Board
(FASB), U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission (U.S. SEC) and the AICPA for use by both for-profit and non-profit entities.Content areasArea I: Financial Reporting is allocated 30 to 40%Area II: Select Balance Sheet Accounts — 30 to 40%Area III: Select Transactions — 25 to 35%2025 blueprint changes Removed the reference to the direct method
in a representative task in Area I for nongovernmental, not-for-profit entitiesRevised one representative task in one Group in Area I to clarify which methods are applicable when preparing income tax basis financial statements Core section - Taxation and Regulation (REG)The REG Core section tests the knowledge and skills concerning U.S. ethics and
professional responsibilities related to tax practice, U.S. business law, and U.S. federal tax compliance for individuals and entities with a focus on recurring and routine transactions. Content areas Area I: Ethics, Professional Responsibilities and Federal Tax Procedures is allocated 10 to 20%Area II: Business Law — 15 to 25%Area III: Federal Taxation
of Property Transactions — 5 to 15%Area IV: Federal Taxation of Individuals — 22 to 32%Area V: Federal Taxation of Entities (including tax preparation) — 23 to 33%2025 blueprint changesA technical correction to a representative task in one Group in Area IVDiscipline section - Business Analytics and Reporting (BAR)The BAR Discipline section tests
more complex technical accounting topics than those covered by FAR. More specifically, this section assesses knowledge and skills related to: Analyzing financial statements and financial informationSelect technical accounting and reporting requirements under the FASB and SECFinancial accounting and reporting requirements under GASB that are
applicable to state and local government entitiesData and technology concepts, such as verifying the accuracy of sources used to analyzed financial statements and information and determining methods to transform data into a valuable tool used in decision-making. Applied research, focusing on reviewing and using source materials to complete tasks,
including identifying problems, analyzing facts, and determining appropriate responsesContent areasArea I: Business Analysis is allocated 40 to 50%Area II: Technical Accounting and Reporting — 35 to 45%Area III: State and Local Governments — 10 to 20%2025 blueprint changesRevised a representative task in one Group in Area II based on recent
standard-setting activityAdded examples to a representative task in one Topic in Area IIIDiscipline section - Information Systems and Controls (ISC)The ISC Discipline section tests the knowledge and skills concerning information systems, including processing integrity, availability, security, confidentiality, and processing. It also covers topics a CPA
must be competent in related to data management, including data collection, storage, and usage throughout the data life cycle. It also assesses the knowledge and skills related to information technology (IT) audit and advisory services, including SOC engagements.Content areasArea I: Information Systems and Data Management is allocated 35 to
45%Area II: Security, Confidentiality, and Privacy — 35 to 45%Area III: Considerations for System and Organization Controls — 15 to 25%2025 blueprint changesUpdated the References of the Section Introduction to reflect a new version of a document issued by the Center for Internet Security and to remove the Cybersecurity & Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA) reference to Security Tips published by the National Cyber Awareness System (NCAS) based on recent updates to the CISA websiteMade technical corrections to the Skill allocation of the Section Introduction and representative tasks to Topics in Area I and II and to a Group in Area IIAdded one analysis representative task to
one Topic in Area IClarified the terminology used in a representative task in one Group in Area IUpdated the References of the Section Introduction and one representative task in one Group in Area [IUpdated the Section Introduction, updated a representative task, and removed a representative task in one Group in Area III to clarify the scope related
to SOC for Cybersecurity reportsDiscipline section - Tax Compliance and Planning (TCP)The TCP Discipline section will assess skills and knowledge related to U.S. federal tax compliance for individuals and entities, U.S. federal tax planning for individuals and entities, and personal financial planning.Federal tax compliance emphasizes nonroutine and
complex transactions and focuses on your role in preparing and reviewing tax returns. Federal tax planning focuses on your role in analyzing the tax implications of proposed transactions, available tax options, or business structures. Personal finance planning focuses on the strategies and opportunities typically identified by CPAs in connection with
individual tax return preparation and review.Content areasArea I: Tax Compliance and Planning for Individuals and Personal Financial Planning is allocated 30 to 40%Area II: Entity Tax Compliance — 30 to 40%Area III: Entity Tax Planning — 10 to 20%Area IV: Property Transactions (disposition of assets) — 10 to 20%2025 blueprint changesMade
technical corrections to representative tasks in one Group in Area I and one Group in Area IIIRemoved the reference to carrybacks related to net operating losses in a Topic in Area II CPA Exam section time and question countAll candidates have four hours to complete each section of the exam, including Core sections and Disciplines, unless you
have requested and were granted CPA Exam accommodations. Within the individual sections, there are two testlets consisting of multiple-choice questions (MCQs) and three testlets consisting of task-based simulations (TBSs). It's important to note that with the removal of BEC, there are no longer any written communication tasks. Skill levels in the
CPA Exam blueprintLike the original CPA Exam, the new CPA Exam blueprint has the same skill level categories: remembering and understanding, application, analysis, and evaluation. The table below outlines the skill level categories within each CPA Exam section: How the CPA Exam blueprint changed with EvolutionWhen CPA Evolution launched,
very little content was removed from the exam. Instead, many of the changes were Here are the biggest takeaways:Most of the content that was previously assessed in the BEC section has been moved to the AUD, FAR, BAR and ISC sections, except the written communication item which will be completely removed. The content from the current FAR
section will be split between the new FAR and BAR sections.Content from the current REG section will be split between the new REG and TCP sections. Some content in the current FAR and REG sections will now be tested in the BAR and TCP Discipline sections, respectively. Below is a diagram to help summarize these changes. A few important
transition items to note: If you passed AUD, FAR, and REG prior to January 2024, you will not need to pass the updated versions. If you passed BEC before January 2024, you will not need to take a Discipline section of the exam. If you fail a Discipline section of the exam, you can switch to a different Discipline if you find that there is a better option
for you. Becker gets you Exam Day ReadySMBecker works closely with the AICPA to ensure our CPA Exam Review reflects the newest exam blueprint. We continually update our review course and materials to align with the exam and provide the best possible experience to our students. Download our FREE CPA Exam ebook If you want to learn
more about the CPA Exam, download our free CPA Exam guide for 2024 and get a clear look at what you can expect. What's inside? An overview of the CPA ExamComprehensive details of each section, including the exam format, section times, scoring details, and key content areasChoosing your DisciplineDo's and don'ts to get ready for the CPA
ExamExam study tipsMultiple-choice practice questions Title of qualified accountants in many countries Not to be confused with Certified Practising Accountant or Chartered Professional Accountant. This article has multiple issues. Please help improve it or discuss these issues on the talk page. (Learn how and when to remove these messages) This
article needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed.Find sources: "Certified Public Accountant" - news - newspapers - books - scholar - JSTOR (September 2015) (Learn how and when to remove this message) This article possibly
contains original research. Please improve it by verifying the claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only of original research should be removed. (October 2020) (Learn how and when to remove this message) The examples and perspective in this article deal primarily with the United States and do not represent a worldwide
view of the subject. You may improve this article, discuss the issue on the talk page, or create a new article, as appropriate. (February 2022) (Learn how and when to remove this message) This article may contain an excessive amount of intricate detail that may interest only a particular audience. Please help by spinning off or relocating any relevant
information, and removing excessive detail that may be against Wikipedia's inclusion policy. (June 2023) (Learn how and when to remove this message) (Learn how and when to remove this message) Certified Public Accountant (CPA)Company typeQualified accountantsIindustryAccounting and Finance Part of a series onAccounting Constant
purchasing powerHistorical costManagementTax Major typesAuditBudgetCostForensicFinancialFundGovernmentalManagementSocialTax Key conceptsAccounting periodAccrualConstant purchasing powerEconomic entityFair valueGoing concernHistorical costMatching principleMaterialityRevenue recognitionUnit of account Selected
accountsAssetsCashCost of goods soldDepreciation / Amortization (business)EquityExpensesGoodwillLiabilitiesProfitRevenue Accounting standardsGenerally-accepted principlesGenerally-accepted auditing standardsConvergencelnternational Financial Reporting StandardsIinternational Standards on AuditingManagement Accounting Principles
Financial statementsAnnual reportBalance sheetCash-flowEquityIncomeManagement discussionFinancial statement analysis BookkeepingBank reconciliationDebits and creditsDouble-entry systemFIFO and LIFOJournall.edger / General ledgerTrial balance AuditingFinanciallnternalFirmsReportSarbanes-Oxley Act People and
organizationsAccountantsAccounting organizationsLuca Pacioli DevelopmentHistoryResearchPositive accountingSarbanes-Oxley Act MisconductCreativeEarnings managementError accountHollywoodOff-balance-sheetTwo sets of books vte Certified Public Accountant (CPA) is the title of qualified accountants in numerous countries in the English-
speaking world. It is generally equivalent to the title of chartered accountant in other English-speaking countries. In the United States, the CPA is a license to provide accounting services to the public. It is awarded by each of the 50 states for practice in that state. Additionally, all states except Hawaii have passed mobility laws to allow CPAs from
other states to practice in their state. State licensing requirements vary, but the minimum standard requirements include passing the Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination, 150 semester units of college education,[1] and one year of accounting-related experience. Continuing professional education (CPE) is also required to maintain
licensure. Individuals who have been awarded the CPA but have lapsed in the fulfillment of the required CPE or who have requested conversion to inactive status are in many states permitted to use the designation "CPA Inactive" or an equivalent phrase.[2] In most U.S. states, only CPAs are legally able to provide attestation (including auditing)
opinions on financial statements. Many CPAs are members of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and their state CPA society. State laws vary widely regarding whether a non-CPA is even allowed to use the title "accountant". For example, Texas prohibits the use of the designations "accountant" and "auditor" by a person not
certified as a Texas CPA, unless that person is a CPA in another state, is a non-resident of Texas, and otherwise meets the requirements for practice in Texas by out-of-state CPA firms and practitioners.[3] In 1660, the first person who would conduct an audit was chosen in order to be able to manage the money that was raised by England in Virginia,
United States. With the help of chartered accountants from England and Scotland for training Americans to learn the procedures of accounting, many firms were established in America. The first American one was in 1895.[4] On July 28, 1882, the Institute of Accountants and Bookkeepers of the City of New York became the first accounting
corporation which supports the need of people in the accounting field and for educational purposes.[5] With the accountancy and industry growing in the world, the need of looking for services from professional accountants who had higher standards and were recognized had been considered. In 1887, the American Association of Public Accountants
was created to set moral standards for the practice of accounting.[6] On April 17, 1896, Chapter 312 of the Laws of the State of New York established that the Regents of the University of the State of New York would provide a Certificate of Public Accountancy to individuals over age 21, of good moral character, and who possessed or intended to
declare citizenship in the United States with appropriate accounting education or experience either through examination or previous experience. This was the first time the title "Certified Public Accountant" was regulated. Examinations were held in both Buffalo and New York City. Frank Broaker was licensee #1 and he received his certificate solely
through previous experience as a public accountant and did not take an examination, commonly referred to as grandfathering. Broaker died on November 12, 1941. The first person to receive the CPA through examination and previous experience was Joseph Hardcastle, who would go on to become an accounting theorist and New York University
professor. Hardcastle died on June 16, 1906, after being thrown from a horse after an accident with a wagon. The Chapter was introduced by New York Senator Albert Wray, New York Assemblyman Henry Marshall, and signed by New York Governor Morton as part of business reform. The Regents appointed a Board of Examiners, similar to today's
NASBA, the first members of which were Charles Sprague, Frank Broaker, and C. W. Haskins[7][8] Many accounting professionals believed the 150 credit requirement—implemented in several states first in 1988 and then expanded to nearly all states in 2001—would lead to more knowledgeable, experienced CPAs. The National Association of State
Board of Accountancy (NASBA) collected and analyzed data from 1996 to 1998 to verify the effectiveness of the measure. Researchers studied more than 116,000 candidates who took the exam between 1996 and 1998. 33% of respondents had more than 150 college credit hours, while 67% had less than 150 credit hours. The research reveals that for
candidates with less than 150 credits, only 13% passed the CPA exam on their first try. Conversely, for candidates with 150 or more credits, 21% passed the CPA exam on their first try. Some suggest extraneous variables—including the additional study time those possessing 150 credits likely have while still enrolled in university—could distort the
verifiability of the study.[citation needed] In the United States, "CPA" is an initialism for Certified Public Accountant which is a designation given by a state governing agency, whereas other countries around the world have their own designations, which may be equivalent to "CPA".[9] In the United Kingdom, "CPA" is an initialism for Certified Public
Accountant as well, but refers to an accounting and finance professional who is a member of the Certified Public Accountants Association (formerly the Association of Certified Public Accountants).[10] In Australia, the term "CPA" is an initialism for Certified Practicing Accountant.[11] To become a CPA in Australia, it also requires a certain amount of
education and experience to be eligible working in some specific areas in the accounting field.[12] In Canada, "CPA" is an initialism for Chartered Professional Accountant. This designation is for someone who would like to be a Canadian CPA. In order to be qualified for this certificate, candidates who major in accounting will get accepted to enter
CPA Professional Education Program (CPA PEP).[13] Provinces in Canada also allow non-accounting majors and international candidates to meet the requirements if they get into the CPA Prerequisite Education Program (CPA PREP). One important function performed by CPAs relates to assurance services. The most commonly performed assurance
services are financial audit services where CPAs attest to the reasonableness of disclosures, the freedom from material misstatement, and the adherence to the applicable generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) in financial statements.[14] CPAs can also be employed within corporations (termed "the private sector" or "industry") in finance or
operations positions such as financial analyst, finance manager, controller, chief financial officer (CFO), or chief executive officer (CEO). These CPAs do not provide services directly to the public. Although some CPA firms serve as business consultants, the consulting role has been under scrutiny following the Enron scandal where Arthur Andersen
simultaneously provided audit and consulting services which affected its ability to maintain independence in its audit duties. This incident resulted in many accounting firms divesting their consulting divisions, but this trend has since reversed. In audit engagements, CPAs are (and have always been) required by professional standards and federal and
state laws to maintain independence (both in fact and in appearance) from the entity for which they are conducting an attestation (audit and review) engagement. Although most individual CPAs who work as consultants do not also work as auditors, if the CPA firm is auditing the same company that the firm also does consulting work for, then there is
a conflict of interest. This conflict voids the CPA firm's independence for multiple reasons, including: the CPA firm would be auditing its own work or the work the firm suggested, and, the CPA firm may be pressured into unduly giving a positive (unmodified) audit opinion so as not to jeopardize the consulting revenue the firm receives from the client.
CPAs also have a niche within the income tax return preparation industry. Many small to mid-sized firms have both a tax and an auditing department. Along with attorneys and Enrolled Agents, CPAs may represent taxpayers in matters before the Internal Revenue Service (IRS). Although the IRS regulates the practice of tax representation, it has no
authority to regulate tax return preparers.[15] Some states also allow unlicensed accountants to work as public accountants. For example, California allows unlicensed accountants to work as public accountants if they work under the control and supervision of a CPA.[16] However, the California Board of Accountancy itself has determined that the
terms "accountant" and "accounting" are misleading to members of the public, many of whom believe that a person who uses these terms must be licensed. As part of the California Poll, survey research showed that 55 percent of Californians believe that a person who advertises as an "accountant" must be licensed, 26 percent did not believe a license
was required, and 19 percent did not know.[17] Whether providing services directly to the public or employed by corporations or associations, CPAs can operate in virtually any area of finance including: Assurance and attestation services Corporate finance (merger and acquisition, initial public offerings, share and debt issuings) Corporate
governance Estate planning Financial accounting Governmental accounting Financial analysis Financial planning Forensic accounting (preventing, detecting, and investigating financial frauds) Income tax Information technology, especially as applied to accounting and auditing Management consulting and performance management Tax preparation
and planning Venture capital Financial reporting Regulatory compliance SOC engagements Main article: Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination To become a CPA in the United States, the candidate must sit for and pass the Uniform Certified Public Accountant Examination (Uniform CPA Exam), which is set by the American Institute of
Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and administered by the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA). The Uniform CPA Exam consists of three core sections and three corresponding discipline sections. Candidates are required to take all three core sections and are permitted to choose one of the three discipline sections for a
total of four sections. CPA Exam Sections Core Sections Discipline Sections Auditing and Attestation (AUD) Information Systems and Controls (ISC) Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR) Business Analysis and Reporting (BAR) Taxation and Regulation (REG) Tax Compliance and Planning (TCP) The CPA designation was first established in law in
New York State on April 17, 1896.[18] To qualify for the CPA examination in the United States, individuals typically need a bachelor's degree from an accredited institution with a minimum number of accounting and business-related credit hours (ranging from 120 to 150), and specific coursework in subjects such as auditing and financial accounting.
Additional educational requirements, like a master's degree, may be necessary in some states. Residency and citizenship requirements, if applicable, vary by state. Candidates must apply through their state's Board of Accountancy, pay the requisite fees, and may need to pass an ethics exam. While work experience is not typically required for the
exam itself, it is necessary for CPA licensure.[19] Although the CPA exam is uniform, licensing and certification requirements are imposed separately by each state's laws and therefore vary from state to state. Some states have a two-tier system whereby an individual would first become certified—usually by passing the Uniform CPA Exam. That
individual would then later be eligible to be licensed once a certain amount of work experience is accomplished. Other states have a one-tier system whereby an individual would be certified and licensed at the same time when both the CPA exam is passed and the work experience requirement has been met. Two-tier states include Alabama, Florida,
Illinois, Montana, and Nebraska. The trend is for two-tier states to gradually move towards a one-tier system. Since 2002, the state boards of accountancy in Washington and South Dakota have ceased issuing CPA "certificates" and instead issue CPA "licenses". Illinois planned to follow suit in 2012.[20][needs update] A number of states are two-tiered,
but require work experience for the CPA certificate, such as Ohio and Pennsylvania.[21] Like other professionals, CPAs are required to take continuing education courses toward continuing professional development (continuing professional education [CPE]) to renew their license. Requirements vary by state (Wisconsin does not require any CPE for
CPAs[22][23]) but the vast majority require an average of 40 hours of CPE every year with a minimum of 20 hours per calendar year. The requirement can be fulfilled through attending live seminars, webcast seminars, or through self-study (textbooks, videos, online courses, all of which require a test to receive credit).[24] In general, state boards
accept group live and group internet-based credits for all credit requirements, while some states cap the number of credits obtained through the self-study format. All CPAs are encouraged to periodically review their state requirements.[25] As part of the CPE requirement, most states require their CPAs to take an ethics course at some frequency
(such as every or every other renewal period). Ethics requirements vary by state and the courses range from 2-8 hours. AICPA guidelines (which are adopted by many state boards) grant licensees 1 hour of CPE credit for every 50 minutes of instruction.[26][27] A CPA license may be suspended or revoked for various reasons. Common reasons include
these: Allowing the license to lapse without renewing in a timely manner. Performing attestation services under an unlicensed/unregistered CPA firm or under a CPA firm permit which has expired. Continuing to hold out as an active CPA on an expired license, which includes continued use of the CPA title on business cards, letterhead, office signage,
correspondence, etc. after the license has expired. Using fraud or deceit in obtaining or renewing the CPA license, the most common occurrence being misrepresenting or falsifying compliance with or completion of the continuing education requirements as a condition for renewal. Being suspended or barred from practicing before another regulatory
body such as the SEC or the IRS. "Discreditable acts", which can include failure to follow applicable standards (such as auditing standards when examining financial statements, or tax code when preparing tax returns); or violation of felony or serious misdemeanor criminal laws, which may or not be related to the practice of accountancy. (A notable
example of a CPA whose license was revoked for non-financial related criminal activity is John Battaglia, convicted of the capital murders of his children).[28] Many tasks that a CPA used to do while working have now been automated. Therefore, current and future CPAs are required to do more complex tasks with technology as the simpler tasks have
become automated. An example of a more complex task would include analyzing and interpreting data using a visualization software. Technology is used regularly in the job to the point where technological proficiency is needed when starting as a CPA.[29] Since technological proficiency is more important than in prior years, accounting organizations
have begun starting to teach technology within the accounting curricula in colleges and universities. One significant change was in 2013, when the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AACSB) mandated that information technology be included in all accredited accounting programs. The transition to add information technology has
not been one without challenges. One specific challenge with regards to adding information technology into accounting curricula is the balance of preparing students for the CPA exam and preparing to work as a CPA following graduation. Preparing for the CPA exam and preparing to work as a CPA after graduation can be different, making this
difficult for professors and schools to figure out what to include in their curricula. Instructors generally agree that including data analytics should be included when teaching about accounting information systems as a whole but few instructors think that data analytics should be in the entire accounting curricula at schools.[29] A disparity exists
among the demographics of AICPA members, specifically as it relates to class and gender. Between 1976 and 2005, 77% of CPAs were either middle or upper class and nearly half of all CPA candidates belonged to an upper middle class socioeconomic background. Although AICPA membership is predominated by individuals from wealthier
socioeconomic backgrounds, 20% of AICPA members were lower class between 1976 and 2005. This indicates that the CPA profession is not exclusionary, but rather that it provides upward social and economic mobility. While women only accounted for 2.4% of all CPAs between 1934 and 1975, 50-60% of all hiring's by CPA firms were women
between 2001 and 2010. Considering the unique barriers female CPAs may experience within the accounting profession, it is theorized that female CPAs come from higher socioeconomic backgrounds to overcome any gender bias they may experience. This would elucidate the higher prevalence of wealthy AICPA members who are women. These
findings indicate that the demographic discrepancies among AICPA members have narrowed significantly in recent years.[30] An accountant is required to meet the legal requirements of any state in which the accountant wishes to practice. In recent years, practice mobility for CPAs has become a major business concern for CPAs and their clients.
Practice mobility for CPAs is the general ability of a licensee in good standing from a substantially equivalent state to gain practice privilege outside of the practitioner's home state without getting an additional license in the state where the CPA will serve a client or an employer. In today's digital age, many organizations require the professional
services of CPAs to conduct business on an interstate and international basis and have compliance responsibilities in multiple jurisdictions. As a result, the practice of CPAs often extends across state lines and international boundaries.[31] Differing requirements for CPA certification, reciprocity, temporary practice and other aspects of state
accountancy legislation in the 55 U.S. licensing jurisdictions (the 50 states, Puerto Rico, the District of Columbia, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) make the interstate practice and mobility of CPAs more complicated. By removing boundaries to practice in the US, CPAs are able to more readily
serve individuals and businesses in need of their expertise. At the same time, the state board of accountancy's ability to discipline is enhanced by being based on a CPA and the CPA firm's performance of services (either physically, electronically or otherwise within a state), rather than being based on whether a state license is held.[31] The American
Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA) have analyzed the current system for gaining practice privileges across state lines and have endorsed a uniform mobility system. This model approach is detailed through the substantial equivalency provision (Section 23) of the
Uniform Accountancy Act (UAA). The UAA is an "evergreen" model licensing law co-developed, maintained, reviewed and updated by the AICPA and NASBA. The model provides a uniform approach to regulation of the accounting profession.[31] Uniform adoption of the UAA's substantial equivalency provision creates a system similar to the nation's
driver's license program by providing CPAs with mobility while retaining and strengthening state boards' ability to protect the public interest. The system enables consumers to receive timely services from the CPA best suited to the job, regardless of location, and without the hindrances of unnecessary filings, forms and increased costs that do not
protect the public interest.[31] As of October 2012, a total of 49 out of the 50 states and the District of Columbia had passed mobility laws and were in the implementation and navigation phases.[32] Only the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, the Virgin Islands, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and Guam have not passed mobility laws. A California
mobility law went into effect July 1, 2013.[33] The District of Columbia passed mobility laws effective on October 1, 2012.[34] The CPA designation is granted by individual state boards, not the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA). Membership in the AICPA is not obligatory for CPAs, although some CPAs do join. To become a full
member of AICPA, the applicant must hold a valid CPA certificate or license from at least one of the fifty-five U.S. state/territory boards of accountancy; some additional requirements apply. AICPA members approved a proposed bylaw amendment to make eligible for voting membership individuals who previously held a CPA[35] certificate/license or
have met all the requirements for CPA certification in accordance with the Uniform Accountancy Act (UAA). The AICPA announced its plan to accept applications from individuals meeting these criteria, beginning no later than January 1, 2011. Governance Mark Koziel is the CEO of the Association of International Certified Professional Accountants
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CPA Exam. Retrieved 2013-10-18. Directory of State CPA Societies Retrieved from " The CPA Exam is broken down into three CORE sections (pass all three) and three DISCIPLINES (pick and pass only one). Each section is administered by the AICPA for a total of 16 hours tested. Four hours per section. The three CORE sections are Financial
Accounting and Reporting (FAR), Regulation (REG), Auditing and Attestation (AUD). The three DISCIPLINES are Business Analysis and Reporting (BAR), Information Systems and Controls (ISC) and Tax Compliance and Planning (TCP). In order to qualify to become a licensed CPA, you must pass all three CORE sections and pick and pass one
DISCIPLINE section all within 30 months. The authoritative exam outline is called the AICPA blueprints and is made up of the areas, topics, sub-topics and representative tasks that each CPA candidate is expected to be able to complete. Each represenative task is also mapped to a set Skill Level based on Bloom's taxonomy which is how you know
what type of question (multiple choice or task-based simulation) you will be asked by task. What are the six sections of the CPA exam? Types Of Questions On CPA Exam There are two types of questions asked on the CPA Exam. It's important to understand what is expected of you when answering these questions and understand the differences
between each type. 1) Multiple Choice Questions For each section of the CPA exam you will be given 2 testlets of multiple choice questions. Each question will have 4 possible answers that you can select from. These multiple choice questions are designed to test your basic remembering and understanding learning skills. 2) Task-Based Simulations All
six sections of the CPA exam now have TBS or task-based simulations. These questions are designed to re-create real world scenarios you will experience as a CPA. You will be required to show you understand the topics and concepts asked and to prove you are able to research accounting questions for clients or customers. These types of questions
will test your higher order learning skills such as Analysis and Evaluation. Format Of The CPA Exam By Parts Each section of the CPA exam is formatted slightly differently. Here is a breakdown of each section by format so you can know what to expect and how to budget your time on CPA exam day. FAR, REG & AUD CORE Sections + BAR, TCP &
ISC DISCIPLINE Formats Financial Accounting & Reporting (FAR) , Regulation (REG) and Auditing & Attestation (AUD) are all formatted similarly. You can expect to have 50% of your exam be multiple choice and the other 50% be task-based simulations (TBS). For each of these sections you will have 2 testlets of multiple choice as follows: FAR has
25 multiple choice questions per testlet REG has 36 multiple choice questions per testlet AUD has 39 multiple choice questions per testlet BAR has 25 multiple choice questions per testlet TCP has 34 multiple choice questions per testlet ISC has 41 multiple choice questions per testlet Following your multiple choice testlets you will have 3 additional
testlets of Task-Based Simulations (TBS) which will contain the following: FAR has 7 (2 | 3 | 2 per testlet) task-based simulations REG has 8 (2 | 3 | 3 per testlet) task-based simulations AUD has 7 (2 | 3 | 2 per testlet) task-based simulations BAR has 7 (2 | 3 | 2 per testlet) task-based simulations TCP has 7 (2 | 3 | 2 per testlet) task-based simulations ISC
has 6 (1 | 3 | 2 per testlet) task-based simulations Financial Accounting and Reporting is the largest section of the CPA exam and comprehensively covers many different areas of general accounting and reporting. FAR requires CPA candidates have a strong understanding of US GAAP, primarily covering concepts and standards for financial
statements, items on financial statements, various types of transactions, governmental and not for profit accounting standards and reporting for governmental entities. CPA Candidates will also be expected to apply these concepts and standards as required by any CPA. FAR is made up of the following primary topics: Conceptual Framework and
Financial Reporting (25-35%) Select Financial Statements Accounts (30-40%) Select Transactions (20%-30%) State and Local Governments (5%-15%) Conceptual Framework and Financial Reporting (25-35%) 1) Conceptual framework and standard-setting 2) General-purpose financial statements: for-profit business entities 3) General-purpose
financial statements: nongovernmental, not-for-profit entities 4) Public company reporting topics 5) Financial statements of employee benefit plans 6) Special purpose frameworks Select Financial Statements Accounts (30-40%) Cash and cash equivalents Trade receivables Inventory Property, plant and equipment Investments Intangible assets
Payables and accrued liabilities Long-term debt Equity Revenue recognition Compensation and benefits Income taxes Accounting changes and error corrections Business combinations Contingencies and commitments Derivatives and hedge accounting Foreign currency transactions and translation Leases Nonreciprocal transfers Research and
development costs Software costs Subsequent events Fair value measurements Differences between IFRS and U.S. GAAP State and local government concepts Format and content of the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) Deriving government-wide financial statements and reconciliation requirements Typical items and specific types of
transactions and events in governmental entity financial statements You are given 4 hours to complete the exam. When being graded your exam will be weighted as follows: 50% Multiple Choice 50% Simulations Regulation is the 2nd largest section of the CPA exam and comprehensively covers many different areas of taxes and business law.
Regulation is made up of the following topics: Ethics, Professional Responsibilities, and Federal Tax Procedures (10-20%) Business law (10-20%) Federal Taxation (60-80%) Ethics, Professional Responsibilities, and Federal Tax Procedures (10-20%) Ethics and responsibilities in tax practice Licensing and disciplinary systems Federal tax procedures
Legal duties and responsibilities Contracts Agency Business structure Debtor-creditor relationships Government regulation of business Federal taxation of individuals Federal taxation of entities Federal taxation of property transactions You are given 3 hours to complete the exam. When being graded your exam will be weighted as follows: 50%
Multiple Choice 50% Simulations Auditing and Attestation (AUD) is considered by many to be the most difficult section of the CPA exam. It comprehensively covers many different areas of auditing and attestation as follows: Auditing and Attestation is made up of the following topics: Ethics, Professional Responsibilities and General Principles (15-
25%) Assessing Risk and Developing a Planned Response (20-30%) Performing Further Procedures and Obtaining Evidence (30-40%) Forming Conclusions and Reporting (15-25%) Nature and Scope of Audit and Non-Audit Engagements Ethics, Independence and Professional Conduct Terms of Engagement for Audit and Non-Audit Engagements
Requirements for Engagements Documentation Communication with Management and Those Charged with Governance Communication with Component Auditors and Parties Other Than Management and Those Charge with Governance A Firm’s System of Quality Control, Including Quality Control at the Engagement Level Planning an Engagement
Understanding an Entity and Its Environment Understanding an Entity’s Internal Control Assessing Risks Due to Fraud Identifying and Assessing the Risk of Material Misstatement and Planning Further Procedures Responsive to Identified Risks Materiality Planning for and using the Work of Others, Including Group Audits, the Internal Audit Function
and the Work of a Specialist Specific Areas of Audit Risk Understanding Sufficient Appropriate Audit Evidence Sampling Techniques Performing Specific Procedures to Obtain Evidence Specific Matters that Require Individual Attention Misstatements and Internal Control Deficiencies Written Representations Subsequent Events and Subsequently
Discovered Facts Reports On Auditing Engagements Reports On Attestation Engagements Accounting and Review Service Engagements Reporting On Compliance Other Reporting Considerations You are given 4 hours to complete the exam. When being graded your exam will be weighted as follows: 50% Multiple Choice 50% Simulations
COMING SOON COMING SOON COMING SOON Depending on your state, you may be required to complete Ethics training in order to become a licensed CPA. The most popular Ethics Course is the AICPA's Professional Ethics: The AICPA's Comprehensive Course. It is an open book self study CPE program that can be completed at any point in your
exam. NOTE: Not all states require you to take the CPA exam, and some require specific Ethics exams other than the exam mentioned above. In general, you are required to pass your ethics exam within two years preceding initially applying for your CPA certificate. Before you get overwhelmed by the massive amount of information tested on the CPA
exam, let's discuss what the CPA exam can do for your career. By passing the CPA exam you automatically set yourself apart from all other accountants. There are approximately 646,000 active CPA in the United States, so by passing the CPA exam you are part of an elite group of accountants. The CPA exam is also a universally recognized certificate
which will make transitioning to a different career or industry much easier than if you were not a CPA. There are other non-tangible benefits to becoming a CPA but the biggest tangible result is the monetary advantage you will have over your peers. It has been shown that CPA's typically make $1,000,000+ over their careers than their non-CPA
counterpart. If you want to be the best accountant you can be, then passing the CPA exam is a no brainer. Your next step needs to be find the best CPA review course for you. This is going to be a significant investment and the last thing you want to do is "cheap" out on a course that doesn't give you the tools you need to pass the CPA exam on your
first try. Take our CPA Exam Study Personality Quiz to get started OR You can visit our Top CPA Review Courses Comparison page to determine all your options. Once you have found a CPA review course then it's time to sign up for the CPA exam and start learning HOW to study for the CPA exam. Here's my step by step CPA exam application process
and 21 study tips and strategies to get you started! Finally, if you have a fear of failure (or have failed a section of the CPA exam) here are my best strategies you can steal to help you overcome failing the CPA exam. Page 2 1. Take The CPA Exam As Soon As Possible Start Today! There is no "perfect" time to take the CPA exam and the longer you
procrastinate the harder it will become to pass. Be aware that in order to sign up for the CPA Exam you will need to meet your states specific education, residency, age and citizenship requirements. You also need to understand the CPA Exam Application process as it is a process that takes a long time and proper planning. You will have 30 months to
pass the CPA exam once you have passed your first section so you need to choose the order you take the CPA exam very carefully. I recommend you start with the CORE CPA section that you are most familiar with the content whether it's FAR, AUD or REG. Then typically you will want to take your Discipline last or right after the corresponding core
section (ie REG then TCP etc...). At the end of the day there is no wrong answer when picking a section to take first as long as your answer isn't to procrastinate! What Does A Certified Public Accountant (CPA) Do? According to the AICPA, "The Uniform CPA Examination protects the public interest by helping to ensure that only qualified individuals
become licensed as U.S. Certified Public Accountants (CPAs). Individuals seeking to qualify as CPAs - the only licensed qualification in accounting - are required to pass the CPA Examination." Wall Street, our clients and our communities rely on us to keep our economy and governements honest! What does this mean for YOU though, is passing the
CPA exam actually worth it? Here Are 10 Reasons You Need To Become A CPA It will be one of the most satisfying achievements of your life. It will fundamentally change how your career progresses if you play your cards right. You will have instant ability to command a higher salary either by asking for a raise or finding a new job. You will have the
flexibility to do what you want with your career and won’t be stuck on one path. You will have instant respect among your peers and community. You will recession proof your career by joining the 40% of accountants who have passed the CPA exam. You will know that you have done everything in your power to be the best that you can be. You will
have a leg up on the non-CPA competition at any job you apply for. Internal or external. You will have three awesome letters after your name. You can throw it in the faces of all the people who doubted you! Is The CPA Exam Only For Public Accountants? The CPA exam is NOT just for public accountants! If you have aspirations of jumping into private
or governmental accounting positions, starting your own firm, joining the FBI or CIA or even becoming a professor, passing the CPA exam will absolutely get you there faster than any other professional license. Passing the CPA Exam gives you the freedom to become more flexible with your career than you ever could without becoming a CPA. Need
proof? Talk to any of the dozens of headhunters who are constantly calling you and see what they say. Am I Too Old To Sit For The CPA Exam? It's never too late to sit for the CPA exam! The older you are the harder it will be to find a new job, move into a new position or start that post-retirement side business you have always wanted to create. The
good news is that even if you haven't been in college for a decade or two, the CPA review courses have you covered. They will teach you EXACTLY what is tested on the CPA exam. If they don't you can always use a service like CPA Tutor Boost and hire a one-on-one tutor to help walk you through any difficult concepts. 2. Mental Preparation Is A CPA
Exam Requirement If you are serious about starting, studying and passing the CPA exam on your first try then it is imperative you go all in. If you are not 100% mentally prepared to pass the CPA exam then you will procrastinate, lose focus and fail. Here are the five steps to follow to mentally prepare for your journey to passing the CPA exam. How To
Mentally Prepare For The CPA Exam Prepare for the fact that you may fail this exam Determine what is less and more important than becoming a CPA and prioritize your time accordingly Communicate with your family about what it will take to pass Keep a list of reasons WHY you must become a CPA Expect to NOT understand everything you learn
the first time around If you do not mentally prepare for the CPA exam then you are setting yourself up for burnout and failure. 3. AICPA Recommends You Study Between 300-400 Hours For The CPA Exam... My recommendation is that you should ignore that recommendation and just focus on your personal situation, your work schedule and your
family life. If you are a slower learner then you are going to need more time and you will need to adapt. Passing the CPA exam is all about maximizing your short term memory so the quicker you can sit for the exam the better. This may sound counter intuitive but the less time you give yourself to study, the more pressure you are going to feel to get
things done and the faster you will get through the material and the more fresh it will be on exam day. Think of it this way. If you give yourself 16 weeks to study, you will burn yourself out. You won't feel pressure to get studying done early on. You will also have a much harder time remembering what you taught yourself in the early weeks because it
will be stale by exam day and out of your short term memory. How Many Hours Do You REALLY Need To Study For The CPA Exam? Aim to study 20 hours per week Give yourself between 6-12 weeks to study maximium per section Cut out all of your distractions in life Study with high intensity Set micro-goals for yourself attached to micro-rewards for
hitting your goals Remember the CPA exam is designed to mirror what you will experience during busy season so treat it the exact same way. Plus a positive side effect is that your studying won't drag on for an eternity the harder you push yourself! 4. Don't Stress About Scheduling Your CPA Exam Sections A huge rookie mistake CPA candidates
make is trying to plan out all four sections of the CPA exam far in advance. PLEASE DON'T DO THIS! The key to passing the CPA exam is to remain flexible. With a pass/fail rate that averages around 50% per section you can't risk locking yourself into a set schedule that doesn't account for failure. This is a recipe for losing $250+ in CPA exam
scheduling fees or more. 5 Simple Steps to Signing Up For The CPA Exam: Signing up for the CPA exam doesn't have to be painful, follow these 5 steps and you will be set 1) Review Your Exam Requirements - refer here for specific state requirements 2) Submit your exam application and find a CPA review course that maximizes how you learn best 3)
Request and forward your transcripts to your state board of accountancy 4) Pay your CPA Exam fees to receive your notice to schedule (NTS) 5) Schedule your exam at your local Prometric center 5. Plan For Your Journey To The Prometric Center (They Don't Mess Around) Have you ever been to Fort Knox? If not, you will have a somewhat similar
experience visiting your local Prometric Testing center. They take cheating that seriously (No Joke!). Prometric is a national standardized test taking center that works with NASBA to proctor your exams. Here is a quick list of everything you need to know before entering a Prometric Center. What Can't I Bring To The Prometric Center For The CPA
Exam? 1) No calculators 2) No pen, paper or any other material (unless you request them in advance) 3) No electronic device whatsoever 4) No watches (no covert spying device) 5) Expect TSA style ID check and scan (includes security wand check) What Should I Bring To The Prometric Center For The CPA Exam (SOURCE) 1) Bring two forms of ID
that match your NTS (ID = Drivers License, valid credit card passport, etc...) 2) Arrive at least 30 minutes early to ensure you have time to sign in and go through the security process. 3) A locker will be provided for you to place all personal belongings. How Many Hours Is The CPA Exam At Prometric? (SOURCE) 1) You have four hours to complete
each section of the CPA Exam 2) Your exam will have a countdown timer for you to track your total time remaining 3) After each testlet you will be given the option to take a short break, but remember that the clock keeps ticking! Choose your time wisely. The reason it's so important to understand what happens at a Prometric Center is to do
everything possible to reduce your test anxiety. The fewer surprises you have, the more you can focus on the task at hand. 6. Never Try To Guess Your CPA Exam Score (Easier Said Than Done...) It is not easy to understand how the CPA exam is graded. The best resource for understanding how the CPA exam is scored is at the following linkprovided
by the AICPA. How Is The CPA Exam Graded? The CPA exam is an extremely complex exam that has many different variables that can affect your score. Getting a 75 does not mean you got 75% of the questions correct! It is more of the percentile of where you scored compared to everyone else who took the exam. The following is my understanding of
the factors that go into your exam: When taking your exam there will be some "pre-test" questions which are essential questions that are being given a test run to see how test candidates score to them. These questions are not included in your score and are not graded. Don't forget that the CPA exam is an adaptive test that will change in difficulty
based on the questions you are answering correctly. So if you are answering the difficult questions correctly the next multiple choice section will contain increasingly difficult questions. Points are given to multiple choice questions based on difficulty. So even though you are maybe getting several wrong in a difficult multiple choice section you still



may receive more points than those test takers who did not advance to the more difficult multiple choice section but were still in a medium level. So don't feel discourage if you feel like the questions are insanely hard. Key Takeaway The reason I provided you with this information is to prove to you that there is absolutely no way you can know how
well you scored on the exam (even if you walk out 100% sure you failed). There are to many variables to take into account and if you start to try to calculate them in your head, you will lose valuable focus and motivation. Just take your exam and immediately begin thinking about starting your next exam. Easy enough right? FYI - Be sure to check out
CPA Exam Score Release Schedule frequently to know when your next score will be released. 7. Find A CPA Review Course Based on How You Learn Best Without a doubt the most important step in passing the CPA exam is picking a CPA review course that maximizes how you learn best. If your course isn't designed based on how you actually learn it
will lead to busy work and inefficiency. But don't just focus on the study materials themselves either. It's crucial to have access to mentorship, tutoring and accountablity to ensure you are using your study materials the RIGHT way to ensure your success. Here Are The 7 Steps To Picking The Best CPA Review Course Step 1: Determine How Do You
Learn Best? Think back to college and write down at least three of your study strengths and three weaknesses. If it helps you can take a personality quiz like the Enneagram to help you determine this. PRO TIP: Focus on identifying study activities that were efficient and helped you actually understand materials. Example: I preferred to read the text
and solve the problems on my own (class was NOT a learning experience for me) and I discovered that making in-depth outlines of my textbook was actually busy work and not productive studying. Step 2: Determine If You Are A Visual Learner or Self-Studier? Based on how you determined you studied best would you say that you prefer to study on
your own and teach yourself the material OR do did you do your best learning in the classroom? Step 3: Identify The CPA Exam Study Materials That You Need Based On Your Learning Style If You Are A Self-Studier... If you determined you are more of a self-studier then you need to focus on finding a CPA review course that focuses on providing a
solid textbook, pre-made flashcards, and tons of multiple choice and minimal video lectures. If You Are A Visual Learner If you determined that you did your best learning in the classroom then you need to focus on finding a CPA review course that provides you with the BEST video lectures or possibly find a live/virtual class to attend, a program that
links the multiple choice very well with the lectures, and a course that has an in-depth study planner to keep you structured. Step 4: Complete Your CPA Review Course Research Find a trustworthy review site to make sure you get the inside scoop on all of the avilable CPA Review Courses. If you trust me, head to my Top 10 Best CPA Review Courses
Comparison Page and filter by Self-Studier or by Video Lectures and read my assessments of each course. Link: Step 5: Try The CPA Review Courses You Have Identified After identifying 2-3 CPA review courses that match how you learn best, give each course a trialYou can also compare some of the most popular courses individually at the links
below: Wiley CPAexcel vs Becker CPA Review UWorld Roger CPA Review vs Becker CPA Review Kesler CPA vs Becker CPA Review Step 6: Find The Largest Discount Available For Your CPA Review Course Once you find the CPA review course for you then head to my CPA Exam Guide Review Course Discounts Page and ensure you are getting the
best deal possible! Link: Fun Fact: I bundle my mentorship program Ultimate CPA Exam Guide with the majority of the most popular CPA review courses. You can learn more here! There are also significant savings for bundling. Step 7: Sign Up For My Free CPA Exam Mentoring Course To Learn How To Maximize Your CPA Review Course Join my
free study personalty type quiz and get free training on how to maximize your CPA review course. See you on the inside. Link: Join Free Interactive CPA Course Training As many of you know from my Ultimate CPA Exam Guide Mentorship Course and iTunes Podcast, I failed the first 4 sections of the CPA exam in a row by a range of a mere 2-6 points.
What was I doing wrong? I treated the CPA exam like a college test! This meant I was going through the lectures + highlighting like a robot. Then I would read through the text and make any notes on the important concepts I saw, and then make my own flashcards on top of that. I tried to memorize the entire textbook for every section! For most of
us, this was no problem in college, because the tests were much MUCH less broad. The CPA exam is a beast of an exam, unlike anything you have ever done before, and requires study tactics unlike anything you have had to perform. The moment of clarity happened for me when I found out I had failed the 4th part of the CPA exam. I decided that this
test was no joke, and if I was going to succeed I was going to have to drastically change my study method. How To Create A CPA Exam Study Plan That Works Step 1: Identify Your Primary Learning Resource As always, you need to determine your study personality before you start studying and using a CPA review course. To use myself as an
example, I discovered that I am a self-studier. Meaning that I learn best by reading and teaching myself. So I decided that it would be in my best interest to cut out the video lectures and just focus on reading the text and answering questions and then only use video lectures as a reference if needed. As you know CPA Review Courses have two primary
resources. Their lectures and the textbook. They both present the same information just differently. So it's best if you figure out which resources helps you learn the fastest and use that as your primary learning tool. That being said, if for any reason you come across a topic that is too complex to teach yourself, or you find yourself spinning your
wheels, then you NEED to go to the video lectures or the text and see if their explanation helps you. If that still doesn’t work then it is time to contact customer service or visit the forums for help. Just remember that the CPA exam is so broad that it is not the most effective way of studying if you end up spending several hours on one topic, so pick
your battles wisely. RESULT: Saved me 15-20 hours per section (70 hours total from my review course) Step 2: Cut Out Study Activities That Are Busy Work Remember that as you study for the CPA exam that your MOST valuable resource is time. You don't have time like you did in college to take notes over everything. You also can't expect to be able
to just cram before your exams and re-learn everything in the earlier chapters. You have to be smarter. For example, instead of making my own flashcards, I just invested in pre-made cards. Then IF I ran across something that I didn't want to forget I would make a quick flashcard for it. I focused on just-in-time learning instead of shotgun learning
where I made flashcards for anything and everything. RESULTS: Saved me around 1 hour per week for each section X 24 weeks (based on studying for 6 weeks per section) = approximately 25 hours Step 3: Avoid Spinning Your Wheels At All Costs Spend no more than 3-5 minutes on a multiple choice question. Use the analytics provided by your
review course to measure how long on average you are spending on each multiple choice question and if it is longer than 5 minutes you need to find ways to speed up your test taking. The goal being that you need to prepare yourself for the real CPA exam. The CPA exam is so incredibly broad that if you spend 15 minutes on one multiple choice
question it just isn’t efficient in the broad scheme of things. Just keep moving and flag the question and save it for later so you can address it if you have time later on. Spinning your wheels also makes you indecisive which can be very dangerous as well. The worst part of the CPA exam multiple choice questions are that there always seems to be 2
right answers. It is up to you to determine which one is most correct, because unfortunately there is no partial credit! I always found that going with my gut was always better than just sitting there for an extra 2-3 minutes second guessing myself. Don’t let this be you. If you find yourself spinning your wheels, write the question down and save it for
later. If you still don't get it then outsource it to your CPA review courses support or hire a CPA exam tutor to help! RESULT: Before I changed my study tactics, I typically answered 1,200 practice questions for each section at an average of 4-5 minutes per question. By making a concerted effort, I successfully shaved 30 seconds off the average time
of each question which equates to 40 total hours saved (or 10 hours per section). This allowed me to spend that time researching why I got certain questions wrong and strengthening my knowledge of that section. Total Time Saved Breakdown Skipped Lectures and highlighting: Saved 70 hours Skipped making my own flashcards and outlines: Saved
25 hours Cut AVG time spent per question by 30 seconds: Saved 40 hours Total time saved: 135 hours! Key Takeaway Once I implemented these changes to my study schedule, my scores jumped 5-15 points per section! It is not because I was studying less, but because I was studying the way that works best for me. By cutting out all of the excess fat
in my study schedule, I was studying more efficiently and the rate of my learning and retention skyrocketed! Please understand that these tips worked for me, but they may not work for everyone. You know yourself better than anyone else, so please do yourself a favor and step back for a minute and look at how you are studying. Do you see any
inefficiencies or ineffective study activities that you are performing? If so cut them out immediately and spend that time doing more productive studying that is actually going to help you learn the material. The review courses today try to cater to as many different types of people as possible, but you are unique. So don’t be afraid to do think outside
the box like I did. The results can be amazing! If you are afraid you are using the wrong CPA review course or just not happy with it, then you can always use my CPA Review Course Comparison Tool here to see if the way you learn best matches with your current review course. If not and you are struggling to pass just like I did, then it might be time
to make a change... 9. Constantly Be Reviewing Everything You Have Learned From Your CPA Review Course The #1 mistake I made while studying for the CPA exam is studying in a linear fashion. Go through chapter 1, check Move onto chapter 2, check Continue onto chapter 3, check! Repeat until final chapter AND freak out! Forgot everything I
learned in early chapters and have to scramble to re-learn right before exam Fail Even with today's advanced "adaptive" or "smart" learning technology that is being heavily marketed by all the major CPA review courses is not enough to save you from this linear study plan. What's the solution? A. B. R. - Always Be Reviewing Setting aside just 15-30
minutes every other day to review will make a huge difference in how well you remember the material on exam day. This is a process I like to call "CPA Exam Study Looping." How To Implement CPA Exam Study Loops Watch your CPA Course video lectures/read text for Chapter 1 Move onto chapter 2 and complete your learning activities Set aside
15-45 minutes loop back and review chapters 1 & 2 Move onto chapter 3 and complete learning activities Loop back and review everything you have learned so far from chapters 1-3 Repeat until you complete all chapters within 10 - 14 days of your exam date Need Help Implementing CPA Exam Study Loops With Your CPA Review Course? How you
implement study loops is going to depend on your CPA review course, your schedule and many other variables. I put together brief tutorials for UWorld Roger CPA and Wiley CPAexcel here for your reference. I teach this process in great detail in my mentorship program Ultimate CPA Exam Guide and have a complete CPA Exam Support System for
you to help you stay on track. You can absolutely try to implement this all on your own using the steps above or I can speed up your learning curve by teaching you step-by-step how to do all of this to help you avoid any confusion and trial and error. For more info on how to implement these strategies, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 10. Use CPA
Exam Flashcards Every Day Out of all of these CPA exam tips, I would not be a CPA today if it wasn't for the flashcards that I used to study and memorize definitions. I made the early mistake of trying to make my own flashcards which turned into busy work. I found that the pre-made flashcards offered by various CPA review course companies work
best and then when you see something that is tripping you up, that's when you make your own. 11. Create A CPA Exam Final Review Study Funnel To DOMINATE On Exam Day [Most Crucial Step] Without a doubt, the MOST crucial period of your journey to passing any exam is the final 14 days prior to your exam. This is also known as your “Final
Review Period.” You need to have a plan of attack for how you are going to ensure you remember what you need to know on exam day. Feeling overwhelmed about this process? I've got your back! Introducing the Final Review Study Funnel I want to share with you a study tactic that helped me pass the CPA exam (and more importantly has helped
hundreds of my students recall what they need to on exam day). It’s called a Final Review Study Funnel which is part of my CPA exam coaching course Ultimate CPA Exam Guide or “Kesler”. The entire concept behind this Final Review Study Funnel is for you to funnel out everything you already understand so that you can focus on topics you don’t
understand that you will need to know for exam day. This is a simple 14-day process that any accountant can implement. Let’s get started! Phase 1: 14-4 Days Before Exam Your Final Review Study Funnel starts when you are 14 days out from your exam day. At this point you should be through all your study materials and have a decent grasp on the
material (assuming you have made time to review the topics as you progress). Your goal in Phase 1 is NOT to learn new material, but to start reviewing everything you have learned. There are four steps you need to follow in this process: Step 1: Day 14 & 13 Before Exam Take two comprehensive practice exams over EVERYTHING on days 14 & 13.
Pro Tip of The Day: For your practice exams, I'd take at least 100-120 multiple choice questions. Simulations or Essays aren’t an efficient way to study at this point in your Final Review Study Funnel. Pro Tip #2: If you feel like you are starting to see the same multiple-choice questions over and over it might also be time to invest in some fresh
multiple-choice questions. I highly recommend the Gleim Megabank, it’'s what I personally used to pass the CPA exam and will absolutely give you more than enough fresh questions to test your knowledge. Quick Link: Gleim CPA Megabank Step 2: Days 12-4 Before Exam Once you complete your practice exam(s), look at your results in your analytics
looking for trends in the areas that you scored weaker. Any area you do not feel confident, record it and set aside an hour or two each day to deep dive into all those topics. Step 3: Days 12-4 Before Exam What does a Deep Dive look like? I recommend that depending on your learning style, you find those topics in your text book, find the video
lectures, or even utilize your flashcards or notes and use these resources to ensure you UNDERSTAND the material and not just MEMORIZE it. When you understand the material, you will be able to find the right answer no matter what question is asked of you. After you have reviewed these struggle topics then I would create another practice exam
specifically over those struggle topics to ensure you helped your understanding. Step 4: Days 12-4 Exam Repeat steps 1-3 over and over until 3 days prior to your exam. Phase 2: 3-2 Days Before Exam By this point you will have taken close to a dozen multiple choice practice exams with an overall focus of identifying your weaker areas and you should
be feeling confident. Now it’s time to recreate the Prometric Center “Holy Cow This Is Actually Happening” Type Test Taking Experience. Here’s what you need to do: Step 1: Lock yourself in your room for the allotted time for your exam. Turn off your Cell Phone and close out of your social media on your computer and use this opportunity to do your
best to create a truly simulated exam experience. A great way to help you with this experience is to utilize the built in Exam Rehearsal feature that Gleim offers within each of their review courses. It’s the closest thing to the real exam that I have found after reviewing close to a dozen CPA review courses. I highly recommend it. Step 2: Be sure to
follow the rules for your exam. If there’s a mandatory break, take it. If you are allowed scratch paper, use it. If your test is broken into testlets, go through each testlet, double check your answers and then move onto the next testlet and don’t go back to the previous testlet and make changes just like you wouldn’t be able to do on your exam. For
essays and simulations follow exactly what you would be expected to do during the real exam as well. Step 3: Put pressure on yourself! Taking professional exams is more than just about understanding the material it’'s about being MENTALLY prepared as well. Take these exams seriously. Step 4: Don’t get discouraged if during these practice exams
you don’t receive a passing score. Remember, there are so many variables going into the grading of your real exam and even some questions that aren’t graded at all! Your grade on these practice exams is NOT an accurate representation of what your grade would be if it was the real thing. Just focus on time management and mental prep during
these Exam Rehearsals and forget the rest! Phase 3: 1 Day Before Exam The day of reckoning is upon us! What should the final day before your exam look like? Well here’s what I did. NOTHING I relaxed and took it easy. I had a ritual of watching one of my favorite movies Wall Street to help pump me up. I'd prepare a pre-exam playlist for my car ride
over - mostly the original Rocky Soundtrack. Then I would do some very light studying that involved reviewing some flashcards and re-reading my priority notes. But that was it. No practice exams no multiple choice or simulations. At this point give your brain a well-deserved rest before exam day! And most importantly you can rest easy knowing you
just completed your Final Review Study Funnel and will be able to walk confidently into your Prometric Center and dominate your exam! For more info on Final Review Study Funnels, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 12. Avoid CPA Exam Depression - Know The Signs A dangerous side effect of taking the CPA exam is absolutely depression. Even if
you are passing sections right and left you are not immune. Here are some big signs you may be experiencing CPA exam depression: Trouble eating or sleeping Mood swings Difficulty focusing at work Difficulty enjoying your time with family and friends (feeling guilty for not studying) If any of these signs begin interfering with your life it may be time
to take a break from the CPA exam and do something to get your mind off of studying. I always found treating myself to a night out at the ball park or going on a weekend get away was enough to recharge my batteries and get me focused again on what's important in my life. Check out this Podcast episode, I know it will help you stay motivated when
the going gets tough. (iTunes Source) If you are still struggling with CPA exam depression then consider starting our free CPA Exam Coaching Video Series. It will help get you back on track. 13: Don't Spend Too Much Time On Practicing Simulations Simulations are random, are all designed differently and are typically focused on a specific topic. For
this reason I don't recommend spending significant amount of time taking practice simulations. You absolutely need to use practice sims for time management, to understand the structure and the design of how to answer simulations efficiently, but using them as a study tool to learn the material is not efficient. Instead of taking hundreds of practice
sims you are better off focusing on taking as many multiple choice as you can and focusing on the explanations for why the question is right or wrong. You will cover a wider variety of topics and it will help you understand the material much more effectively than taking hundreds of practice simulations. 14: Don't Forget About Friends & Family While
Studying For The CPA Exam Far to often I see CPA Candidates forget about their friends and family when studying for the CPA exam. After a couple months go by they start to feel trapped in a bubble where they feel no one understands what they are going through. This is a dangerous situation to be in and can absolutely lead to CPA exam
depression. Communication with family and friends is a must during this time. You need to utilize them as accountability partners to keep you focused on your ultimate goal. You also need to use them as rewards for hitting your study goals as well. I interviewed some awesome folks who can help you navigate the messy world of family and friends +
studying for the CPA exam. Please sit down and listen with your family and friends. (iTunes Source) 15: Notify Your Employer Of Your CPA Exam Plan If you are working in public accounting, it's expected that you will be studying for the CPA exam. But if you aren't then you need to take extra care to communicate with your employer what you are
going through and what your schedule is to take the CPA exam. MOST importantly is to keep your mouth shut around your peers. The last thing you want is for co-workers to pop into your cube asking how studying is going. Keep your head down, stay focused and let everyone know when you passed! You will also want to follow these 17 study tactics
for CPA candidates working full time that helped me study better. To help you navigate communication with your employer, I interviewed a friend of mine Lucas Cherry who was working full time and we delve into how he managed studying and working a new job full time. Case Study #1: (iTunes Source) Case Study #2 Case Study #3 16. Lookout for
the 30 Month CPA Exam Time Limit! One of the most cruel parts about the CPA exam is that once you pass your first section of the CPA exam an 30 Month countdown timer begins. If you are unable to pass the remaining 3 sections in that 30 Month time frame you will lose credit for your first section you passed and you will be forced to retake the
exam. When I was studying for the CPA exam I passed FAR on a hail mary pass, meaning that I took FAR in the final window before I would have lost the first section I had passed. Thankfully I passed with flying colors but I know countless CPA candidates who were not as lucky as I. This is why planning which section to take last is almost as important
as which one to take first. 17: Determine The Best Time To Study For The CPA Exam Every Day Are you a morning person or a night owl? Do you have a long commute? Take a long lunch? Eat dinner at work? Live near a coffee shop or library? These are all questions you need to answer when crafting your study routine. I high advise that you utilize
every second of your day to the fullest for two reasons: You maximize the amount of studying you get done every day So you have time every day to do something you want to do When I was studying for the CPA exam I determined I was a night owl and here is what my daily routine looked like during the week: Go to work at 8 Study for 45 minutes
during lunch Get home by 5 Work out for 30-45 minutes Eat Dinner and shower Study from 7:30-10:30 Grab an adult beverage and watch a favorite TV show Go to bed and repeat Your routine will look very different than mine but the key takeaway is that you need to find your routine and stick to it! 18. Lack of Confidence Does Not Mean You Aren't
Ready To Sit For The CPA Exam The CPA Exam is designed to make it so you never feel ready to sit for your next section. Is this cruel and unusual? Yes absolutely! But nothing worth having ever comes easy. Think of it this way, the worst that can happen is that if you fail you will lose a bit of money and some time. Compare this to healthcare, if you
fail someones life is at risk! Take comfort in the fact that if you screw up on the CPA exam no one is going to die! Study as hard as you can, stick to your deadlines and do the best you can. If your best isn't good enough to pass, then learn from your mistakes and repeat. If I can come back from failing all four sections in a row, I KNOW you can do this.
For more info on HOW to gain more confidence, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 19. Your Mock CPA Exams Are For Testing Knowledge And Time Management The final week before your exam is going to be full of dry runs at taking the real deal. Simulated CPA exams are crucial to your success for two reasons. It tests your overall knowledge It
allows you to practice time management Understanding the material is only half the battle of the CPA exam. You need to go into each section with a plan and you need to practice this plan as many times as possible. Each section is going to have multiple testlets and because of how the exam is designed, once you complete a testlet you can't go back to
it. Here's what you need to do to prepare for each section of the CPA exam: Determine how much time to give yourself per testlet - typically no more than 45-60 minutes per testlet Save at least 10 minutes per testlet to double check your answers and for intelligent guessing Plan to take the optional break! Save yourself extra time for simulations Keep
track of your time as you progress Practice Practice Practice! For more info on HOW to find time to study and pace yourself, check out www.cpaexammentor.com 20: Don't Let Passing or Failing A Section Of The CPA Exam Derail Your Motivation One of the most dangerous times in your journey to passing the CPA exam is right after you have failed or
passed a section of the CPA exam. You will enter an extreme valley or an extreme peak that can lead to a complete lack of motivation to study. On one hand if you fail, you will feel hopeless and want to give up and you question why you are even studying for this exam. On the other hand if you pass, you will gain overconfidence and you will likely risk
not studying nearly as hard. If either of these occur you need to fall back on your accountability partners to keep you focused on your ultimate goal of passing the CPA exam! And if you don't have anyone in your life to keep you accountable, focused and motivated then you need to find a CPA exam mentor like Monica did. Monica didn't let failing 9
times keep her from living her dream of passing the CPA exam. Which is why she found a CPA exam mentor! 21. Find A CPA Exam Mentor A common misconception is that the only tools you need to pass the CPA exam are hard work and a solid CPA Review Course. The problem with ONLY using these two tools is that you inevitably start re-creating
the wheel. Meaning that you have to figure the following out all by yourself... Still have to figure out how to study the right way How to sign up for the CPA exam How to recover from failure (or passing) a section of the CPA exam Teach yourself complex accounting topics that you may not have learned in college Learn how to manage your stress
levels Bottle up all your CPA exam emotions because no one else understands what you are going through And that's just half of what most CPA candidates experience! But there is another tool (or person) who can help you solve lifes frustrations with the CPA exam that you and your CPA review course can't easily do... What is a CPA Exam Mentor?
When I was studying for the CPA exam I tried all kinds of different mentors... Shady Forums Random blogs & youtube videos that offered vague and only mildly useful advice... It wasn't until I finally sucked up my ego and asked the people in my life who had passed the CPA exam for advice did I actually make any progress or meaningful change in
how I studied. What I learned from these successful CPA candidates is the reason I am a CPA today. In fact I created an entire mentorship method revolving what I learned and implemented from this advice. It's called the Ultimate CPA Exam Guide Method or as the cool kids call it, Kesler Method. I used this method to pass the CPA exam and have
taught it to thousands of CPA candidates around the world since 2015 with unbelievable success. What is the Kesler Method? Now the Kesler Method in a nutshell is this: You need to opitimize your three primary resources as a CPA candidate: 1) Your Time 2) Your CPA Review Course 3) Your CPA Exam Mentor(s) When these are properly optimized
for your specific situation then something pretty cool happens You will have the PERFECT STUDY PLAN in place to achieve the PERFECT GRASP of the AICPA Blueprints. Then when you sit for the exam, regardless of what happens, you will have the PERFECT SUPPORT in place to keep you going no matter what happens. Now this is where things
get very exciting (and why I'm a CPA today)... When you have the Perfect Study Plan + the Perfect Grasp of the AICPA blueprints + the Perfect Support team in place to keep you focused, organized and motivated you achieve what's called the ATOMIC EFFECT. This is another way of saying that you have become an unstoppable force of CPA passing
power and you will stop at nothing until you have passed this beast of an exam. Interested in achieving the ATOMIC EFFECT? Check out www.cpaexammentor.com It's a free training that will walk you through the steps you need to follow in order to implement the Kesler Method + achieve the ATOMIC EFFECT. There is also an option to apply to join
my premium mentorship program Ultimate CPA Exam Guide which is the single fastest way to achieving the Atomic Effect and passing the CPA exam with your specific CPA Review Course.



