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The	Korean	language,	known	as	(Hangugeo)	in	South	Korea	or	(Chosnmal)	in	North	Korea	is	much	more	than	just	a	communication	system.	It	serves	as	a	gateway	to	understanding	Korean	history,	society	and	worldview.	As	interest	in	Korean	culture	continues	to	expand	globally	propelled	by	K-pop,	Korean	cinema,	literature	and	cuisine	learning	about
this	language	has	become	more	and	more	popular.	Lets	explore	what	makes	Korean	unique,	how	it	connects	to	Korean	identity	and	what	to	consider	if	youre	interested	in	learning	it.The	Distinctive	Nature	of	KoreanKorean	is	a	unique	language.	It	was	historically	classified	as	a	language	isolate,	a	term	for	languages	with	no	demonstrable	genetic
relationships	with	any	other	languages.	That	changed	slightly	when	Jejuan	was	recategorized	as	its	own	language	instead	of	a	dialect	of	Korean.	This	status	gives	Korean	special	importance	in	comparative	linguistics	and	makes	it	particularly	interesting	to	language	enthusiasts.The	Korean	language	has	over	81	million	speakers	worldwide,	including	in
South	Korea,	North	Korea	and	Korean	diaspora	communities	in	China,	the	United	States,	Japan	and	beyond.	Though	regional	dialects	exist	across	the	Korean	peninsula	with	the	Seoul	dialect	considered	standard	in	South	Korea	and	the	Pyongyang	dialect	standard	in	North	Korea	these	variations	remain	mutually	intelligible,	a	remarkable	feature
considering	Koreas	mountainous	geography,	which	typically	encourages	dialect	divergence.Hangul:	The	Scientific	Writing	SystemPerhaps	the	most	celebrated	aspect	of	Korean	is	its	writing	system,	Hangul	().	Unlike	many	writing	systems	that	evolved	organically	over	centuries,	Hangul	was	deliberately	created	in	1443	by	King	Sejong	the	Great	and	a
team	of	scholars.	Their	goal	was	explicitly	democratic:	to	increase	literacy	among	common	people	who	struggled	with	the	complex	Chinese	characters	previously	used	for	writing	Korean.	You	can	contrast	this	with	Japanese,	which	has	three	different	alphabets	(including	one	made	up	of	Chinese	characters)	to	try	to	address	the	needs	of	the
language.What	makes	Hangul	extraordinary	is	its	systematic,	almost	scientific	design.	The	shapes	of	the	consonant	letters	visually	represent	the	position	of	the	speech	organs	(tongue,	lips,	teeth)	when	pronouncing	those	sounds.	For	example,	the	letter	(roughly	equivalent	to	g	or	k)	represents	the	shape	of	the	tongue	blocking	the	back	of	the	throat.
The	vowel	letters	were	created	based	on	philosophical	principles	representing	heaven	(a	dot	or	short	line	above),	earth	(a	line	below)	and	human	(a	line	in	the	middle).Letters	in	Hangul	are	then	grouped	into	syllabic	blocks,	creating	a	visually	balanced	appearance.	For	instance,	the	word	for	hello	()	consists	of	five	syllabic	blocks:	----.Despite	its
unfamiliarity	to	English	speakers,	Hangul	is	considered	by	some	as	one	of	the	most	logical	and	learnable	writing	systems	in	the	world.	Many	learners	find	they	can	master	the	basics	of	reading	Hangul	in	just	a	few	hours,	though	developing	reading	fluency	takes	longer.Grammatical	Structure:	A	Different	Way	of	ThinkingKorean	is	an	SOV	(Subject-
Object-Verb)	language,	meaning	the	verb	typically	comes	at	the	end	of	the	sentence.	For	example,	I	a	book	read	rather	than	I	read	a	book.	This	syntactic	difference	can	be	challenging	for	English	speakers.Korean	also	uses	an	extensive	system	of	particles	(small	markers	attached	to	nouns	and	pronouns)	that	indicate	grammatical	function.	Rather	than
relying	on	word	order	as	English	does,	Korean	uses	these	particles	to	show	whether	a	noun	is	acting	as	a	subject,	object,	location	or	other	grammatical	role.	This	system	creates	flexibility	in	word	order	that	English	lacks.Perhaps	most	distinctive	to	many	learners	is	Koreans	complex	system	of	honorifics	and	speech	levels.	The	language	includes
grammatical	elements	that	reflect	and	reinforce	social	relationships	based	on	age,	social	position,	intimacy	and	context.	Even	simple	sentences	like	Have	you	eaten?	have	multiple	possible	forms	depending	on	who	youre	addressing.	This	feature	directly	connects	language	use	to	cultural	values	around	respect,	hierarchy	and	social	harmony	that	remain
important	in	Korean	society.Finding	Cultural	Insights	In	The	LanguageIts	not	as	though	people	who	speak	a	different	language	necessarily	see	the	world	entirely	differently,	but	learning	Korean	grants	insights	into	Korean	cultural	perspectives	in	ways	direct	translation	often	misses.	For	example,	the	common	greeting	?	(Shiksa	hashyeosseoyo?)
literally	translates	as	Have	you	eaten?	This	reflects	a	cultural	emphasis	on	food	as	central	to	well-being	and	hospitality	similar	to	How	are	you?	in	English-speaking	cultures.Many	Korean	expressions	reveal	the	collectivist	orientation	of	traditional	Korean	society.	Where	English	prominently	features	I	and	individual	action,	Korean	often	emphasizes
group	contexts.	The	Korean	word	(uri,	meaning	our)	is	frequently	used	where	English	speakers	would	say	my.	People	commonly	refer	to	our	country,	our	school	or	even	our	wife/husband,	highlighting	relationship	and	connection	rather	than	individual	possession.The	Korean	language	also	contains	concepts	without	direct	English	equivalents.	(jeong)
represents	a	deep	emotional	bond	developed	through	shared	experiences	that	combines	aspects	of	affection,	loyalty,	and	community.	(nunchi)	refers	to	the	ability	to	gauge	others	unspoken	feelings	and	respond	appropriately,	which	is	something	highly	valued	in	Korean	communication.	These	concepts	reflect	cultural	values	that	permeate	Korean
social	interactions.Korean	in	Popular	Culture:	The	Hallyu	EffectThe	global	Korean	Wave	(Hallyu)	has	introduced	millions	to	the	sounds	of	Korean	through	K-pop	music,	Korean	television	dramas,	and	films	like	the	Oscar-winning	Parasite.	This	cultural	phenomenon	has	transformed	Korean	language	learning,	with	many	new	learners	motivated	by	their
interest	in	Korean	entertainment.Learning	Korean	allows	fans	to	engage	more	deeply	with	this	content,	whether	its	understanding	lyrics	without	translations,	catching	wordplay	and	cultural	references,	or	appreciating	the	nuances	of	dialogue	that	subtitles	inevitably	simplify.	Many	K-pop	songs	deliberately	mix	Korean	and	English,	creating	an
accessible	entry	point	for	international	fans	to	begin	recognizing	Korean	phrases.Korean	entertainment	also	showcases	the	languages	expressiveness.	Korean	contains	numerous	onomatopoeic	and	mimetic	words	that	vividly	describe	sounds,	actions	and	feelings.	These	colorful	expressions	frequently	appear	in	manhwa	(Korean	comics),	variety	shows
and	everyday	conversation,	adding	richness	to	communication	that	translation	often	struggles	to	capture.Beginning	Your	Korean	Language	JourneyWhen	starting	Korean,	most	educators	recommend	first	mastering	Hangul	rather	than	relying	on	romanization	(writing	Korean	using	the	Latin	alphabet).	This	approach	builds	a	stronger	foundation	for
pronunciation	and	accelerates	progress.	Beginning	with	simple	greetings	and	self-introduction	phrases	provides	immediate	practical	application	and	confidence.Remember	that	language	learning	is	a	marathon,	not	a	sprint.	The	Foreign	Service	Institute	classifies	Korean	as	a	Category	IV	language	for	English	speakers,	estimating	around	2,200	hours
of	study	to	reach	professional	proficiency.	However,	even	basic	Korean	skills	can	significantly	enhance	travel	experiences	in	Korea	and	deepen	appreciation	of	Korean	culture.As	Korea	continues	to	increase	its	global	cultural	and	economic	influence,	familiarity	with	its	language	becomes	increasingly	valuable.	The	initial	challenge	of	learning	Korean
quickly	transforms	into	an	appreciation	for	its	logical	structure	and	expressive	capabilities.	Each	step	in	learning	Korean	unveils	new	perspectives	on	language	itself	and	how	it	shapes	our	understanding	of	the	world.This	article	was	created	with	the	assistance	of	AI.	The	purpose	of	this	website	is	to	provide	Korean	learners	with	a	one-stop	resource	for
learning	Korean.	We	strive	to	provide	the	most	detailed,	accurate	and	clear	explanations	at	every	step	of	the	way	from	learning	how	to	read	all	the	way	to	advanced	grammar.	Our	lessons	will	always	be	free	and	are	chuck-full	of	content.	You	wouldnt	believe	how	much	is	in	there.	As	a	base,	each	lesson	includes:Twenty	to	thirty	vocabulary
words.Grammar	tailored	to	the	specific	level	of	study	applying	the	vocabulary	from	that	lesson.Audio	recordings	of	every	Korean	word	and	sentence.Our	Lessons	are	separated	into	Units,	each	with	25	Lessons,	3	Quizzes	and	a	Unit	Test.	We	currently	have	the	following	Units:	In	addition	to	the	lessons,	we	also	have	additional	material	that	you	can	use
to	supplement	your	learning.Workbooks	for	each	lesson	where	you	can	apply	what	you	learn	to	interesting	and	useful	exercisesMobile	App	with	various	ways	to	quiz	yourself	on	the	vocabulary	and	sentences	introducedAudio	files	for	every	word	and	sentence	in	KoreanHanja	Lessons	to	help	you	understand	the	root-meanings	of	wordsShort	Stories	to
increase	your	reading	skillsSimple	Lists	of	vocabulary	in	case	you	want	to	organize	things	your	wayAnki	Packages	so	you	can	make	digital	practice	cards	at	homeVocabulary	Lists	to	help	you	understand	how	each	word	can	be	usedConjugate	buttons	that	you	can	press	to	see	how	every	verb	and	adjective	is	conjugated	(completed	to	Lesson
75)Paperback	and	Kindle	versions	of	our	lessonsTheme	Lessons	dedicated	to	a	specific	subjectYou	can	follow	us	on	the	following	social	networking	platforms:YouTubePatreonFacebookTwitterWant	to	know	more?	Check	our	About	Us	Page	I	want	to	be	able	to	communicate	with	local	Koreans	when	I	travel	there!	I	want	to	watch	Korean	dramas	without
having	to	read	subtitles!	I	want	to	know	more	about	the	fascinating	Korean	culture	-	foods,	history,	etc.	Are	there	different	dialects	of	the	Korean	language?	What	is	Korean	language?	The	Korean	language,	known	as	(Hangul)	in	South	Korea	and	(Chosnmal)	in	North	Korea,	is	the	official	language	of	both	Koreas	as	well	as	the	Yanbian	Korean
Autonomous	Prefecture	in	China.	With	a	rich	historical	background,	unique	phonetic	system,	and	complex	grammar,	Korean	is	a	fascinating	language	that	has	rapidly	gained	popularity	among	global	learners.	In	this	article,	we	will	delve	into	the	intricacies	of	the	Korean	language,	its	writing	system,	grammatical	structures,	cultural	significance,	and
its	role	in	global	communication.	Overview	of	Korean	LanguageThe	Korean	language	belongs	to	the	Koreanic	language	family,	a	group	that	consists	solely	of	Korean	and	its	dialects.	While	it	has	been	historically	classified	as	an	isolated	language,	some	linguists	propose	connections	with	Altaic	languages.	Notably,	Korean	is	considered	agglutinative,
allowing	for	the	creation	of	complex	word	forms	through	the	combination	of	various	morphemes.	Dialects	of	the	Korean	LanguageKorean	consists	of	several	dialects,	which	vary	by	region.	The	primary	dialects	include:Seoul	Dialect:	Standard	Korean	or	Seoul	dialect	is	predominantly	spoken	in	South	Korea	and	serves	as	the	basis	for	the	standard
written	language.	Busan	Dialect:	Spoken	in	the	southeastern	city	of	Busan,	this	dialect	is	marked	by	distinct	intonation	and	vocabulary.	Jeju	Dialect:	Unique	to	Jeju	Island,	this	dialect	is	so	different	that	it	is	sometimes	considered	a	separate	language.	North	Korean	Dialect:	In	North	Korea,	Chosonmal	reflects	influences	from	the	political	landscape	and
includes	vocabulary	not	found	in	South	Korea.The	differences	in	dialects	demonstrate	the	diversity	within	the	Korean	language,	highlighting	regional	expressions,	pronunciation,	and	local	idioms.The	Writing	System	of	Korean	LanguageOne	of	the	most	remarkable	features	of	the	Korean	language	is	its	writing	system.	Hangul,	the	modern	script
utilized	for	writing	Korean,	was	invented	in	the	15th	century	by	King	Sejong	the	Great	and	his	scholars.	It	is	characterized	by	a	unique	structure	that	combines	consonants	and	vowels	into	syllabic	blocks,	making	it	highly	phonetic	and	efficient.Characteristics	of	HangulPhonemic	Representation:	Each	Hangul	character	represents	a	specific	sound,
which	allows	for	straightforward	pronunciation	for	learners.	Syllabic	Blocks:	Characters	are	grouped	into	blocks	that	form	syllables,	generally	composed	of	a	consonant	followed	by	a	vowel.	Simplicity:	With	just	14	basic	consonants	and	10	basic	vowels,	Hangul	is	considered	one	of	the	easiest	writing	systems	to	learn	globally.Evolution	of	HangulThe
development	of	Hangul	was	revolutionary	in	a	time	when	classical	Chinese	characters	dominated	Korean	writing.	Historically,	Korean	scholars	used	Hanja	(Chinese	characters)	to	write	Korean,	which	made	literacy	inaccessible	to	common	people.	Hangul	addressed	this	gap	and	aimed	to	foster	literacy	among	all	citizens.Grammar	of	the	Korean
LanguageUnderstanding	What	is	Korean	language	also	involves	exploring	its	grammatical	structure.	Korean	grammar	is	quite	distinct	from	Indo-European	languages,	making	it	a	challenge	for	learners.	Key	Features	of	Korean	GrammarSOV	Sentence	Structure:	Korean	typically	employs	a	Subject-Object-Verb	(SOV)	order.	For	example,	in	the	sentence
I	apple	eat,	I	(subject)	comes	first,	followed	by	apple	(object),	and	eat	(verb)	is	placed	at	the	end.	Honorifics	and	Speech	Levels:	Korean	uses	varying	levels	of	politeness	and	honorifics	depending	on	the	social	context	and	relationship	between	speakers.	This	aspect	of	the	language	underscores	the	importance	of	respect	in	Korean	culture.	Particles:
Instead	of	prepositions,	Korean	utilizes	particles	that	indicate	the	grammatical	function	of	words	within	a	sentence,	such	as	subject	markers,	object	markers,	and	topic	markers.Verb	Conjugation	in	KoreanVerbs	in	Korean	are	conjugated	based	on	tense,	mood,	and	politeness	level.	This	means	that	the	form	of	the	verb	changes	based	on	who	is	speaking
and	the	context	of	the	situation.	Understanding	how	to	properly	conjugate	verbs	is	crucial	in	mastering	conversational	Korean.Cultural	Significance	of	Korean	LanguageThe	Korean	language	is	deeply	intertwined	with	Korean	culture,	history,	and	identity.	Language	embodies	cultural	nuances,	values,	and	traditions	that	shape	societal
interactions.Language	and	IdentityLearning	What	is	Korean	language	is	not	only	about	vocabulary	and	grammar;	it	also	involves	embracing	the	culture	behind	it.	The	language	reflects	the	customs,	values,	and	historical	experiences	of	the	Korean	people.Influence	of	Korean	Pop	CultureIn	recent	years,	the	global	rise	of	K-Pop,	K-Dramas,	and	Korean
cinema	has	significantly	increased	interest	in	the	Korean	language.	Shows	like	Squid	Game	and	music	groups	like	BTS	have	captivated	international	audiences,	creating	a	surge	in	Korean	language	learners	around	the	world.Global	Impact	of	Korean	LanguageKorean	is	increasingly	recognized	as	a	valuable	language	in	international	relations,	business,
and	global	communication.	The	Korean	Wave	(Hallyu)	has	not	only	popularized	Korean	culture	but	also	elevated	the	importance	of	the	Korean	language	on	a	global	scale.Educational	OpportunitiesAs	interest	in	Korea	continues	to	grow,	educational	institutions	around	the	world	have	started	offering	Korean	language	courses.	Language	learners	are
encouraged	to	immerse	themselves	in	the	culture	through	programs	that	include	cultural	workshops,	language	exchange,	and	study	abroad	opportunities.Online	Learning	and	ResourcesWith	advancements	in	technology,	learning	Korean	has	become	more	accessible	than	ever.	Numerous	online	platforms,	applications,	and	language	exchange
communities	facilitate	language	acquisition:Popular	language	apps	like	Duolingo	and	Rosetta	Stone	offer	comprehensive	Korean	courses.	YouTube	channels	dedicated	to	teaching	Korean	provide	valuable	listening	and	speaking	practice.Conclusion	on	What	is	Korean	LanguageKorean	is	a	unique	and	dynamic	language	with	deep	cultural	roots	and
global	significance.	Understanding	What	is	Korean	language	involves	appreciating	its	writing	system,	grammatical	complexities,	and	the	social	nuances	embedded	in	communication.	With	the	increasing	popularity	of	Korean	culture	worldwide,	learning	the	language	can	open	up	new	opportunities	for	personal	growth	and	cross-cultural	connections.
The	Korean	language	is	not	just	a	means	of	communication;	it	is	a	gateway	to	understanding	a	rich	and	vibrant	culture.Expand	your	knowledge	of	Korean	language	through	reputable	resources	like	the	National	Institute	of	Korean	Language	and	BBC	Languages	Korean	to	enhance	your	learning	experience.	Embrace	this	journey	into	the	world	of
Korean	language	and	discover	its	beauty,	complexity,	and	relevance.	KIIP	3	vocabularyWelcome	to	KIIP	Level	3:	Unit	2	about	Personality	Traits!	In	this	lesson,	we	will	learn	essentiabyKorean	Topik-6/28/2025Korea	newsA	devastating	apartment	fire	in	Busan	occured	on	June	24	,	South	Korea,	has	claimed	the	lives	obyKorean	Topik-6/27/2025KIIP	3
vocabularyWelcome	to	KIIP	Level	3:	Unit	1	about	Interpersonal	Relationships!	In	this	lesson,	we	will	learnbyKorean	Topik-6/26/2025KIIPKIIP	2	vocabulary	and	grammars	KIIP	(Korean	Immigration	and	Integration	Program)	Vocabulary	and	byKorean	Topik-6/23/2025Grammar	Lv2/	grammar	=	keep	doing	in	a	negative	way	What	is	/	Grammar?	The	/
grammar	is	usebyKorean	Topik-6/22/2025Korea	newsThe	number	of	millionaires	in	South	Korea	has	surpassed	1.3	million	,	placing	the	country	10th	gbyKorean	Topik-6/21/2025Korea	newsIn	a	shocking	case	from	Andong,	North	Gyeongsang	Province	,	a	man	was	caught	on	a	home	securitybyKorean	Topik-6/17/2025Page	2eBookKorean	Listening	Skills
for	Intermediate	Learners	is	the	ideal	resource	for	students	at	the	intbyKorean	Topik-5/10/2025eBook	2	Korean	Listening	Within	a	Month	Mastering	Intermediate	2	is	a	specially	dbyKorean	Topik-4/16/2025eBookKorean	Grammar	for	International	Learners	Looking	for	a	comprehensive	Korean	grammar	book	?	byKorean	Topik-
3/25/2025eBookIntegrated	Korean	Intermediate	1	and	2	Integrated	Korean	Advanced	Intermediate	series	is	an	exbyKorean	Topik-3/23/2025eBookSejong	Korean	1A	and	1B	Books	Looking	for	the	best	beginner-friendly	Korean	textbooks	?	The	SejobyKorean	Topik-3/23/2025eBookSejong	Korean	2A	and	2B	PDF	eBook	Looking	for	Sejong	Korean	2A	and
2B	(	2A-2B)	2022	New	EbyKorean	Topik-3/23/2025eBookCyber	Korean	for	Beginner	1	&	2	PDF	Cyber	Korean	for	Beginners	(	)	is	a	free	onlbyKorean	Topik-3/15/2025Page	3	Why	should	I	learn	korean?	Start	learning	today	for	FREE	Tired	of	reading	the	subtitles	when	you	watch	Korean	dramas?	Start	for	FREE	to	learn	Korean.	Join	people	from	all	over
the	world	and	start	learning	online	right	now.	Check	out	our	classes.	Our	beginner,	intermediate,	and	advanced	lessons	are	a	good	place	to	start.	We	also	have	our	online	forum	with	Facebook	where	you	can	talk	to	others	and	help	each	other.	How	to	use:-	-	Read	the	class	-	Study	the	class	-	Work	on	the	exercises	The	Korean	language	is	incredibly
ancient	and	has	been	existing	for	thousands	of	years;	it	has	an	alphabet	system	that	is	comparable	to	English	but	has	a	totally	distinct	tone	than	English	does.	Reading	is	a	lot	less	difficult	once	you've	become	used	to	the	alphabet.	More	than	75	million	people	speak	Korean.	Of	those,	48	million	live	in	South	Korea	and	24	million	live	in	North	Korea.
More	than	2	million	people	speak	the	language	in	China,	about	1	million	in	the	US,	and	about	500,000	in	Japan.	Both	South	Korea	(Republic	of	Korea)	and	North	Korea	(Democratic	People's	Republic	of	Korea)	use	Korean	as	their	official	language.	The	two	Koreas	have	some	small	differences	in	spelling,	alphabetization,	and	vocabulary	(like	the	names
of	the	letters),	but	they	mostly	agree	with	the	unified	standards	that	the	Korean	Language	Society	put	forward	in	1933.	Korean	writing	When	Korean	words	are	used	in	English	or	other	languages,	they	are	written	in	many	different	ways.	For	example,	a	common	Korean	last	name	can	be	written	as	I,	Yi,	Lee,	Li,	Ree,	Ri,	Rhee,	Rie,	Ni,	etc.	Most	people
who	speak	English	use	the	McCune-Reischauer	system,	which	writes	words	pretty	much	the	way	they	sound	to	an	American	ear.	Even	though	it	is	awkward,	this	description	uses	the	McCune-Reischauer	system.	In	that	system,	the	common	last	name	is	written	as	Yi,	which	sounds	like	the	English	word	for	the	letter	e.	Many	linguists	prefer	to	use	the
Yale	romanization	when	citing	sentences	because	it	is	closer	to	the	Korean	writing	system	and	doesn't	need	diacritics	to	show	the	difference	between	vowels.	See	the	table	for	a	comparison	of	the	two	systems.	The	vowel	nucleus	is	made	up	of	simple	vowels	that	come	before	y	or	w.	The	McCune-Reischauer	romanization	tells	the	difference	between	the
unrounded	vowels	[]	and	[]	(=	Seoul	[])	and	the	rounded	vowels	[u]	and	[o].	(You	say	rounded	vowels	with	pursed	lips	and	straight	vowels	with	a	tight	smile.)	The	Yale	romanization	uses	u	for	the	unrounded	[]	and	writes	[u]	as	wu.	However,	it	suggests	leaving	out	the	w	after	p,	ph	(=	p'),	pp,	m,	and	y,	where	the	rounding	is	no	longer	important	in
modern	Korean.	The	complicated	Hangul	symbols	for	ey	and	ay	in	the	Yale	romanization	show	that	the	front	vowels	written	as	e	=	[e]	and	ae	=	[]	or	[ae]	were	originally	two	sounds	joined	together.	Southern	Korea	and	modern	Seoul	don't	tell	the	difference	between	ae	and	e	anymore,	but	the	spellings	do.	Another	old	diphthong,	which	started	out	as
[oy],	is	written	as	oe	(Yale	oy).	It	can	sometimes	be	heard	as	a	front	rounded	vowel	[o],	but	it	usually	sounds	like	the	less	common	diphthong	we,	which	is	often	shortened	to	just	e.	For	example,	the	last	name	Ch'oe	can	be	said	as	if	it	were	written	Ch'we	or	Ch'e.	Most	people	say	[uy]	as	[wi],	but	some	say	[].	The	old	diphthong	I	[y],	which	e	[y]	merged
into,	was	mostly	replaced	by	[]	(initially)	or	I,	but	it	is	still	used	to	write	Chinese	phrases	like	ii	I	"meaning"	and	the	particle	-i	[e]	"of"	(but	not	the	homonymous	particle	-e	"to"	or	"in").	The	"reading"	pronunciations	of	words	like	"ija"	("chair")	have	brought	back	the	diphthong.	Initial	p,	t,	and	k	are	pronounced	like	English	(pie,	tie,	kite)	with	light
aspiration.	They	are	cut	off	without	release,	like	"Up!	Out!	Back!"	in	English.	Chip	"home"	is	spoken	with	a	sound	halfway	between	English	chip	and	cheap,	but	some	people,	especially	before	back	vowels,	pronounce	it	as	a	nonpalatalized	[ts],	which	is	regarded	to	have	been	its	15th-century	pronunciation.	The	McCune-Reischauer	romanization	(but	not
the	Hangul	spelling	or	the	Yale	romanization)	notes	that	stops	acquire	voicing	between	voiced	sounds	(which	include	the	vowels	and	y,	w,	m,	n,	ng,	l,	and	r):	ip	"mouth"	but	ib-e	"in	the	mouth,"	mat	"firstborn"	but	mad-adl	"eldest	son,"	and	ak	"evil"	but	ag-in	"evil	person."	Final	-p	can	be	a	basic	p'	(ap	front'	but	ap'-e	in	front')	or	ps	[pss].	(kap	"price"	but
kaps-il	"price	as	object").	A	final	t	sometimes	represents	a	fundamental	t'	(mit	bottom'	but	mit'-e	at	the	bottom'),	j	(nat	daytime'	but	naj-e	in	the	daytime'),	or	ch'	(kkot	flower'	but	kkoch'-ida	it's	a	flower');	more	often,	it	represents	a	basic	s	(ot	garment'	but	os-l	the	garment	[as	object]').	Some	speakers	regularise	the	basic	forms	of	nouns	(but	not	verb
stems)	so	that	the	nonfinal	t	always	represents	basic	s.	They	pronounce	pas-ey	for	pat'-ey	in	the	field'.	The	single	liquid	phoneme	has	two	predictable	pronunciations:	a	clear	(and	sometimes	palatalized)	lateral	[l]	at	the	end	of	a	syllable	or	doubled	[-l:l-],	otherwise	(and	before	h)	the	flap	[r].	The	McCune-Reischauer	transcription	writes	l	or	r	according
to	pronunciation,	unlike	the	Hangul	spelling	and	Yale	romanization:	il	"one"	but	ir-wn	"one	Wn,"	nal	"day"	and	nal-lo	"by	the	day"	but	nar-e	"on	the	day."	President	Roh	(pronounced	No)	in	newspapers	has	initial	r	and	n	issues.	Koreans	tried	to	pronounce	Chinese	words	beginning	with	a	liquid	([l]	in	Chinese)	with	a	r,	but	only	when	the	element	was	not
initial.	When	the	liquid	was	initial,	they	used	a	n.	Toro	"street"	and	nosang	"on	the	street"	share	the	same	second	syllable	(which	is	spelled	with	an	n-	in	South	Korea	but	with	an	r-	in	North	Korea).	In	the	south,	ny-	and	ni-	dropped	the	nasal,	and	the	common	surname	derived	from	Chinese	L	became	Yi.	North	Korea	still	pronounces	the	name	[ni],
whereas	P'yngyang	has	adopted	[ri]	since	1945.	Modern	loanwords	from	English,	Japanese,	and	Russian	feature	a	flapped	beginning	[r].	Simple	syllables	are	pronounced.	Each	ends	in	a	vowel	or	a	voiced	consonant	p,	t,	k,	m,	n,	ng,	or	l.	Two	syllables	joined	may	change.	When	a	syllable	that	ends	in	a	stop	is	followed	by	one	that	begins	with	a	nasal,	the
stop	assimilates:	chip	house'	+	-man	only'	sounds	like	chim	burden'	+	-man	[imman],	hence	kung-min	can	mean	either	the	people	of	the	nation'	or	the	poor	people'.	Basic	forms	separate	such	couples	in	Hangul	spelling.	Before	a	velar	(k,	k',	kk),	the	dental	n	is	normally	pronounced	like	the	velar	ng,	so	kan'go	"hardship"	sounds	like	kanggo	"stability,"
but	the	spelling	and	transcription	omit	that	assimilation.	For	the	sound	[-l:l-],	one	must	know	the	word	to	choose	one	of	the	three	Hangul	spellings.	Despite	seeming	distinct,	Korean	and	Japanese	sentences	are	comparable.	Modifiers	always	come	first.	Unmarked	subject,	indirect	object,	direct	object,	predicate.	Only	the	predicate	is	required.
Processive	predicates	(verbs)	like	mg	[someone]	eats	[it]'	and	anja	[someone]	sits'	convey	actions,	while	descriptive	predicates	(adjectives)	like	tw	[it]	is	warm'	and	cho(h)a	[it]	is	good'	(or	I	like	it')	express	traits.	The	closely	linked	copula	(linking	verb)	predicates	nouns,	like	toni(y)a	it's	money'	and	ch'a'ya	it's	tea.'	The	descriptive	predicates	can	only
make	statements	or	questions,	but	the	processive	predicates	can	also	make	commands	and	recommendations,	so	(depending	on	intonation)	anja	can	mean	"I	sit,"	"Will	you	sit?",	"Sit!",	or	"Let's	sit!";	tw	means	simply	"It's	warm"	or	"Is	it	warm?"	The	predicate	is	an	inflected	form	consisting	of	a	stem	and	an	ending:	mg	is	the	stem	mk-	"eat"	and	the
infinitive	ending	-,	which	takes	the	shape	-a	when	the	preceding	vowel	is	an	or	o,	as	in	anja	from	anch-	"sit"	and	cho(h)a	from	choh-	"be	good/liked,"	and	also	(when	the	infinitive	is	sentence-final)	in	the	copula	i(y)a	from	the	stem	i-.	As	in	mg-yo	and	cho(h)a-yo,	the	copula	is	ie-yo	or	'(y)e-yo,	as	in	tonie-yo	and	ch'a'e-yo.	Particles	indicate	noun	roles.	The
subject	is	denoted	by	-i	after	a	consonant	or	-ga	after	a	vowel	(although	in	the	15th	century,	-y	was	used),	and	the	direct	object	by	-l	or	-ll.	These	case	markers	are	commonly	removed	or	hidden	by	particles	of	focus	like	-do	and	-to	"also,	even"	to	emphasise	a	word	and	-n	(after	a	consonant)	or	-nn	(after	a	vowel)	to	background	a	topic.	:mni-ga	ttar-
(h)ant'e	ton-l	chue	marks	the	indirect	object.	Mother	gives	daughter	money.'	The	negative	copula	expression	turns	[noun]	+	i-	into	[noun]-i/-ga	+	ani(i)-,	as	in	ton-i	ani'ya	It	isn't	money'	and	ch'a-ga	ani'ya	It	isn't	tea.'	In	short	sentences,	verbs	and	adjectives	can	be	negated	by	preposing	the	adverb	an(i),	as	in	a	mg	I	won't	eat	it,'	but	a	more	versatile
device	allows	negation	of	even	long	sentences	by	converting	the	verb	to	an	inflected	form	that	ends	in	-ji	or	-chi	(pronounced	ch'i),	followed	by	the	auxiliary	anh-	not	do/be,'	a	contraction	from	ani	ha-	(the	negative	adverb	+	the	dummy	verb	ha-	do/be'):	I	don't	eat	it.	chuji	an(h)a	"I	don't	give	it,"	choch'i	an(h)a	"It's	no	good."	Predicates	can	be	combined
with	endings	that	imply	"and"	(-go/-ko,	-/-as)	or	"but"	(-na/-na,	-ji/-chiman)	and	subordinated	with	endings	that	mean	"when/if"	or	"even	if"	(-/ado).	Like	English	relative	clauses,	Korean	ends	adnominalize	a	predicate	(modify	a	noun):	uri-(h)ant'e	ton-l	chun	saram	the	folks	who	handed	us	the	money'	saram-i	uri-(h)ant'e	chun	people's	money'	saram-i	ton-l
chun	uri	"we	who	received	money"	saram-i	uri-(h)ant'e	tonne	chib-i	man(h)a	Many	houses	donated	us	money.'	The	honorific	marker	-()si-,	shortened	to	-()sy-	before	a	vowel,	designates	the	subject	as	special	("you"	or	"the	instructor").	Predicate	tense	and	aspect	can	also	be	marked.	These	instances	are	informal,	but	there	are	others.	Statements,
questions,	commands,	and	suggestions	are	marked	with	-(s)mnida,	mnikka,	psio,	and	psida	in	formal	style.	In	the	plain/impersonal	style,	declarations	are	-da,	queries	are	-na	or	-ni,	commands	are	-ra	or	infinitive	+	ra,	and	suggestions	are	-ja/cha.	Koreans	sometimes	use	-ji(-yo)	to	emphasise	their	involvement.	You	will	learn	new	material	in	stages,	and
you	will	also	have	access	to	a	forum	where	you	and	your	other	students	can	seek	assistance	from	our	instructors	as	well	as	from	one	another.	If	you	decide	that	you	want	to	advance	your	language	learning,	we	will	also	provide	you	with	help	and	recommendations	regarding	a	wide	range	of	online	language	learning	tools	that	you	can	use.	This	will	make
it	possible	for	you	to	realise	your	goal.	Since	each	student's	speed	of	learning	should	be	tailored	to	their	ability,	we	encourage	all	students	to	acquire	knowledge	at	their	own	pace.	How	to	study	Korean?	We	would	love	to	hear	some	feedback	from	you	guys	about	classes	and	toppics	that	you	would	like	to	seen	from	our	learning	korean	classes	and
tutorials,	feel	free	to	email	us	with	your	suggestions	or	leave	feedbacks	on	our	wall.	Here	at	Learn	Korean,	we	are	pleased	to	announce	that	we	have	updated	our	Learn	Korean	forums	so	now	you	can	sign	up	and	join	for	free.	Your	old	passwords	wont	work	for	the	new	site,	so	you	will	need	to	set	new	ones	up	for	it.	Geography	&	Travel	Languages
Korean	language,	language	spoken	by	more	than	75	million	people,	of	whom	48	million	live	in	South	Korea	and	24	million	in	North	Korea.	There	are	more	than	2	million	speakers	in	China,	approximately	1	million	in	the	United	States,	and	about	500,000	in	Japan.	Korean	is	the	official	language	of	both	South	Korea	(Republic	of	Korea)	and	North	Korea
(Democratic	Peoples	Republic	of	Korea).	The	two	Koreas	differ	in	minor	matters	of	spelling,	alphabetization,	and	vocabulary	choice	(including	the	names	of	the	letters),	but	both	essentially	endorse	the	unified	standards	proposed	by	the	Korean	Language	Society	in	1933.	While	much	is	known	about	Middle	Korean,	the	language	spoken	in	the	15th
century	(when	the	script	was	invented),	information	about	the	language	before	that	time	is	limited.	Several	hundred	words	of	early	Middle	Korean	were	written	with	phonograms	in	the	vocabularies	compiled	by	the	Chinese	as	far	back	as	1103.	A	still	earlier	form	of	the	language,	sometimes	called	Old	Korean,	has	been	inferred	from	place-names	and
from	the	25	poems	(called	hyangga)	that	were	composed	as	early	as	the	10th	century	and	reflect	the	language	of	the	Silla	kingdom.	Written	with	Chinese	characters	used	in	various	ways	to	stand	for	Korean	meanings	and	sounds,	the	poems	are	difficult	to	decipher,	and	there	is	no	consensus	on	the	interpretation	of	the	content.	The	Altaic
hypothesisthe	idea	that	Turkic,	Mongolic,	and	Manchu-Tungus	languages	are	a	language	family	that	share	a	genetic	relationship	(along	with	Korean	and	Japanese	in	some	formulations)is	controversial	among	linguists.	Most	scholars	now	reject	the	hypothesis,	but	some	argue	that	the	Altaic	category	remains	useful	as	an	areal	grouping	with	noteworthy
similarities	in	vocabulary,	morphological	and	syntactic	structure,	and	certain	phonological	features	explained	by	prolonged	geographic	proximity.	Here,	Altaic	is	discussed	as	a	language	group	in	recognition	of	the	diversity	of	views	in	scholarship.	Nor	is	there	general	agreement	on	the	relationship	of	Korean	to	other	languages.	The	most	likely
relationships	proposed	are	to	Japanese	and	to	the	languages	of	the	Altaic	group:	Turkic,	Mongolian,	and	especially	Tungus	(-Manchu-Jurchen).	When	Korean	words	are	cited	in	English	and	other	languages	they	are	transcribed	in	a	variety	of	ways,	as	can	be	seen	from	the	spellings	seen	for	a	popular	Korean	surname:	I,	Yi,	Lee,	Li,	Ree,	Ri,	Rhee,	Rie,	Ni,
and	so	on.	For	English	speakers	the	most	popular	transcription	is	that	of	the	McCune-Reischauer	system,	which	writes	words	more	or	less	as	they	sound	to	the	American	ear.	Despite	its	clumsiness,	McCune-Reischauer	is	the	system	used	in	this	description,	and	following	that	system	the	common	surname	is	written	Yi;	it	sounds	like	the	English	name	of
the	letter	e.	In	citing	sentences,	many	linguists	prefer	the	Yale	romanization,	which	more	accurately	reflects	the	Korean	orthography	and	avoids	the	need	for	diacritics	to	mark	vowel	distinctions.	For	a	comparison	of	the	two	systems,	see	the	Click	Here	to	see	full-size	tableTable.	The	writing	system	dates	from	1443,	and	for	many	years	it	was	known	as
nmun	vernacular	script,	though	in	South	Korea	it	is	now	called	Hangul	(hangl;	or	Hankul	in	the	Yale	romanization)	and	in	North	Korea	Chosn	kl(tcha),	Chosn	mun(tcha),	or	just	Chosn	mal	Korean.	Very	simple	symbols	are	provided	for	each	of	the	phonemes.	Words	can	be	spelled	by	putting	these	symbols	one	after	another,	as	most	writing	systems	do,
but	Koreans	have	preferred	to	group	the	symbols	into	square	blocks	like	Chinese	characters.	The	first	element	in	the	block	is	the	initial	consonant;	if	the	syllable	begins	with	a	vowel,	a	small	circle	serves	as	a	zero	initial.	What	follows,	either	to	the	left	or	below	(or	both)	is	the	vowel	nucleus,	which	may	be	simple	or	complex	(originally	a	diphthong	or
triphthong).	An	optional	final	element	at	the	bottom	(called	patchim)	writes	a	final	consonant	or	a	cluster	of	two	consonants.	The	15th-century	script	had	a	few	additional	consonant	letters	that	became	obsolete	in	the	following	centuries	and	an	additional	vowel	distinction	that	survived	in	the	spellings	until	1933;	that	vowel	is	usually	transcribed	as	.
On	Cheju	Island,	where	the	distinction	is	maintained,	the	phoneme	is	pronounced	[],	very	close	to	the	modern	Seoul	version	of	the	vowel	transcribed	,	which	in	many	parts	of	the	country	is	still	pronounced	[].	That	accounts	for	the	first	vowel	of	the	usual	spelling	Seoul	(=	Sul),	based	on	a	French	system	of	romanization,	and	for	the	use	of	the	letter	e	to
write	in	the	Yale	system.	The	earlier	language	had	a	distinctive	musical	accent.	In	the	far	south	and	the	northeast,	the	accent	is	still	maintained	as	distinctions	of	pitch,	vowel	length,	or	a	combination	of	the	two.	In	the	15th	century,	low-pitched	syllables	were	left	unmarked	but	a	dot	was	placed	to	the	left	of	the	high-pitched	syllables	and	a	double	dot
(like	a	colon)	was	put	beside	syllables	that	rose	from	low	to	high.	The	rising	accent	was	maintained	as	vowel	length	in	central	Korea	after	the	other	distinctions	eroded,	but	it,	too,	is	vanishing	in	modern	Seoul,	even	in	initial	syllables,	where	it	has	persisted	longest.	Like	French,	Seoul	Korean	no	longer	uses	accent	to	distinguish	words.	The	few
apparent	exceptions	are	due	to	intonation:	nu-ga	wass	(spoken	with	a	rising	pitch)	Did	someone	come?,	nu-ga	wass	(spoken	with	a	falling	pitch)	Who	came?.	Koreans	began	putting	spaces	between	words	in	1896.	As	in	English,	judgment	varies	on	what	constitutes	a	word	rather	than	a	phrase.	Earlier,	Koreans	wrote	syllables	as	distinct	blocks	but
failed	to	separate	words.	That	was	the	Chinese	tradition,	which	is	still	alive	in	Japan,	where	the	mixture	of	kanji	(Chinese	characters)	and	kana	(syllabic	symbols	based	on	kanji)	helps	the	eye	detect	phrase	breaks.	The	Chinese	comma	and	period	(a	hollow	dot)	are	commonly	used,	and	modern	punctuation	marks	have	been	taken	from	English.	Korean
borrowed	many	words	from	Classical	Chinese,	including	most	technical	terms	and	about	10	percent	of	the	basic	nouns,	such	as	san	mountain	and	kang	river.	The	borrowed	words	are	sometimes	written	in	Chinese	characters,	though	that	practice	is	increasingly	avoided	except	when	the	characters	are	used	as	aids	in	explaining	technical	terms.	Korean
spelling	is	complicated.	Words	are	usually	written	morphophonemically	rather	than	phonemically,	so	that	a	given	element	is	seen	in	a	constant	form,	even	though	its	pronunciation	may	vary	when	it	is	joined	with	other	elements.	For	example,	the	word	for	price	is	always	spelled	kaps	though	it	is	pronounced	/kap/	in	isolation	and	/kam/	in	kaps-man	just
the	price.	From	the	15th	century	on	there	has	been	a	steady	trend	toward	ignoring	predictable	alternants.	All	transcriptions	of	Korean	include	digraphs	of	one	kind	or	another	and	use	separators	to	distinguish	a	string	of	two	letters	in	their	separate	values	from	their	single	value	as	a	digraph.	When	no	other	mark	(such	as	a	hyphen	or	space)	is	in
order,	the	McCune-Reischauer	system	uses	the	apostrophe	to	distinguish	such	pairs	as	hang	(=	hang-)	resistance	and	hang	(=	han-g,	usually	pronounced	as	if	hang-g)	a	cloistered	life.	Want	to	start	speaking	Korean	from	your	first	lesson?	You	will!	Our	lessons	take	you	by	the	hand	and	guide	you	through	real	Korean	conversations.	Our	teachers	slow
down	and	explain	every	word	and	phrase.	Just	imagine...	youll	finally	understand	every	Korean	word	you	hear.	Learning	for	travel	or	love?	Want	to	focus	on	reading,	writing,	grammar	or	culture?	You	get	lessons	based	on	your	goals	and	needs.	Interested	in	learning	Korean?	Youre	in	the	right	place!	This	page	is	your	one-stop	shop	to	master	Korean
language	basics	and	beyond.	With	clear	explanations	and	simple	grammar	breakdowns,	youll	be	speaking	confidently	in	no	time!Whether	youre	just	starting	or	aiming	to	master	advanced	Korean	grammar,	this	guide	will	help	you	achieve	your	language	goals	step-by-step.	90	Day	Korean	RoadmapThe	90	Day	Korean	Inner	Circle	program	is	our
structured,	step-by-step	proven	learning	structure.	Weve	taken	the	best	parts	of	those	and	created	a	roadmap	you	can	use	to	use	to	study	right	here	on	on	our	blog.Here	is	the	roadmap,	which	also	roughly	compares	the	grammar	to	the	TOPIK.	Keep	in	mind	that	this	roadmap	is	for	practical	Korean,	not	academic	Korean.	The	TOPIK	is	an	academic	test
and	doesnt	have	a	speaking	component.	However,	you	can	roughly	estimate	the	skill	level	of	our	roadmap	lessons	to	be	similar	to	the	TOPIK.Now	that	you	know	the	roadmap	above,	lets	go	over	some	of	the	most	important	parts	in	each	section.Watch	this	quick	video	for	10	insider	tips	to	learn	Korean	faster	and	smarter	especially	helpful	before	you
dive	into	Hangeul	and	grammar!10	Things	No	One	Tells	You	Before	Learning	KoreanThe	Korean	Alphabet	(Hangeul)The	first	thing	youll	want	to	do	is	learn	the	alphabet.	The	Korean	Alphabet	(	|	Hangeul)	is	one	of	the	simplest	alphabets	to	learn,	even	if	you	are	an	absolute	beginner.We	provide	a	free	step-by-step	lesson	that	teaches	you	how	to	read
the	Korean	Alphabet	in	only	90	minutes	using	visual	associations	and	stories.	Its	based	on	psychology,	so	you	will	be	sure	to	remember	what	you	learn!This	is	probably	the	most	critical	step	for	making	any	progress	in	learning	the	Korean	language.	Spend	90	minutes	learning	to	read	the	alphabet	or	the	Korean	writing	system,	and	youll	learn	the
Korean	language	quite	quickly.This	will	also	help	you	learn	to	speak	in	Korean	since	the	pronunciation	of	Hangeul	is	much	more	precise	than	the	romanized	version	[	(hangeul)	vs.	Hangeul,	for	instance]	when	used	in	English.Related	Lessons:	Korean	Vowels,	Korean	Consonants,	Hangeul	ChartMaster	readingAfter	you	learn	the	Korean	alphabet,	you
will	need	to	know	how	to	read	Korean.	Knowing	how	to	read	will	make	it	easier	to	speak	in	Korean.	Reading	aloud	will	help	you	with	your	pronunciation.Learning	to	read	is	fairly	simple	because	words	in	Korean	are	broken	up	into	syllables	that	are	2-4	letters	each.	Every	syllable	needs	at	least	one	consonant	and	one	vowel.To	master	reading,	you	have
to	know	the	order	from	left	to	right	and	top	to	bottom.Spend	some	time	reading	simple	words,	such	asthe	colors	in	the	Korean	language.	This	will	be	great	practice	for	enhancing	your	reading	skills	and	will	help	you	become	more	familiar	with	the	words	you	see	on	a	regular	basis.With	frequent	practice,	youll	find	it	easier	to	speak	Korean	words	and
phrases,	and	soon	youll	be	reading	Korean	wherever	you	go!	Youll	even	be	able	to	read	the	lyrics	of	your	favorite	Korean	music	or	song.Learn	Korean	for	BeginnersGo	here	to	learn	more	about	the	Beginner	level:	Beginner	Korean	LessonsKorean	for	beginners	may	seem	like	a	challenge	at	first,	but	with	the	right	method	and	support,	it	can	be	simple
and	fun!In	each	section	of	this	guide,	we	provide	online	lessons	on	the	main	topics	of	the	language.	First,	do	the	primary	lessons.	Once	you	are	comfortable	with	the	main	lessons,	you	may	want	to	consider	studying	the	related	lessons.	The	related	lessons	will	be	helpful,	but	are	unnecessary	to	move	on	to	the	next	section.Learning	Korean	doesnt	have
to	be	overwhelming.	With	the	right	approach,	youll	quickly	see	how	enjoyable	and	rewarding	it	can	be!Beginner	Checklist:	Key	Grammar	Points:	Goals	at	this	stage:Master	Hangeul	(Korean	Alphabet):	Build	a	solid	foundation	by	learning	to	read	and	write	Hangeul.	This	essential	skill	will	help	you	navigate	Korean	words,	phrases,	and	pronunciation
effectively.Build	Essential	Vocabulary:	Start	with	basic	Korean	words	and	phrases,	such	as	greetings,	numbers,	and	days	of	the	week,	to	confidently	handle	simple	conversations.Learn	Basic	Grammar:	Understand	foundational	grammar	rules	like	subject-object-verb	(SOV)	structure,	particles	(/,	/,	/),	and	the	verb	to	be	().	These	will	be	the	building
blocks	for	more	complex	sentences	later.Practice	Polite	Phrases:	Use	polite	expressions	like	(hello)	and	(thank	you)	to	begin	interacting	respectfully	in	Korean.Get	Free	Learn	Korean	Quick	Start	GuideKorean	VocabularyThere	are	some	great	strategies	that	can	help	you	learn	new	Korean	words	quickly.	One	strategy	for	remembering	Korean	words	is
to	use	associations,	mnemonics,	and	stories.For	example,	the	word	for	house	in	Korean	is	(jip).	The	words	house	and	jip	sound	very	different	from	each	other.	However,	the	Korean	word	jip	sounds	like	Jeep,	so	you	can	make	a	story	using	imagery	about	it.If	you	like	this	method,	check	out	our	lesson	called	How	to	Remember	Korean	Words	Easily.	Lots
of	useful	tips	for	learning	and	memorizing	new	words.The	more	vocabulary	words	you	know,	the	faster	youll	be	able	to	learn	Korean	and	put	your	skills	to	use	in	everyday	situations.	We	recommend	learning	2	20	new	words	each	day	and	using	an	SRS	system	like	Anki.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	more	new	words	you	add,	the	more	reviews	youll	have	to	do
each	day.	Many	Korean	learners	find	these	tips	useful.I	like	the	short	lessons,	they	are	do-able	after	a	full	working	day.	I	like	the	format	of	the	lesson,	introduction,	repeat,	exercises,	find	mnemonics	is	a	good	idea.	I	like	the	optionals,	like	typing	in	Korean.	Marion	van	Engelen,	Jeju,	South	Korea	Hanja	()	are	Chinese	characters	sometimes	used	in
Korean,	especially	in	academic,	legal,	and	news	settings.	MostKorean	is	written	inHangeul,	but	learning	a	few	basic	Hanja	words	can	help	you	understand	vocabulary	more	deeply.For	example:	(haksaeng)	=	student	(learn)	+	(life/person)	(hakgyo)	=	school	(learn)	+	(school)Pretty	cool,	right?Hanja	shows	up	in	many	Korean	words,	especially	ones	with
similar	sounds	but	different	meanings.	If	you	know	the	character,	you	can	often	guess	what	a	word	meanseven	if	youve	never	seen	it	before!	Should	You	Learn	Hanja?You	dont	need	to	start	with	Hanja,	but	once	youre	comfortable	with	Hangeul	and	basic	grammar,	learning	just	2030	common	Hanja	can	give	your	vocabulary	a	real	boost.Think	of	it	like
learning	word	roots	in	English	(like	bio	meaning	life	or	tele	meaning	distance).	Its	a	shortcut	to	understanding	and	remembering	new	words	faster.Want	to	go	deeper?	Check	out	our	full	guide	here:	The	Complete	Guide	to	HanjaKonglish:	Magical	Korean	WordsIf	your	native	language	is	English,	it	can	be	challenging	to	learn	Korean	because	there	isnt
a	great	deal	of	overlap	with	words	(besides	Konglish).Understanding	Konglish	can	provide	insights	into	Korean	culture.There	are	a	number	of	words	that	come	from	the	English	language,	as	well	as	other	languages.	Theyre	also	called	loan	words,	but	we	think	Konglish	sounds	more	fun	(Korean	+	English	=	Konglish).	When	you	begin	learning	words	in
Korean,	make	sure	you	start	with	these	first.Heres	an	example	of	Konglish:	(keopi)	=	coffeeSee	how	(keopi)	sounds	like	coffee?You	already	know	more	words	than	you	thought!	=)This	article	includes	the	full	list	of	Konglish	words	with	audio	to	help	you	study.	Starting	with	these	words	is	a	great	way	to	learn	Korean	because	theyll	already	be	familiar
to	you.	Simply	read	them	aloud	and	see	if	you	can	recognize	the	equivalent	word	in	another	language.	This	is	an	excellent	method	for	learning	Korean	that	will	help	you	get	speaking	and	pronunciation	practice	at	the	same	time!Related	Lessons:	Shortened	Korean	WordsBeginner	Korean	GrammarThe	verb	is	one	of	the	first	grammar	points	youll
encounter	when	learning	Korean.	Its	the	equivalent	of	the	English	verb	to	be	and	is	essential	for	forming	basic	sentences.In	Korean,	attaches	to	a	noun	to	indicate	what	something	is	or	who	someone	is.	Think	of	it	as	saying	A	is	B	in	English.Examples:	.	(I	am	a	student.)	.	(This	is	a	book.)How	It	Works:Attach	(if	the	noun	ends	in	a	consonant)	or	(if	the
noun	ends	in	a	vowel)	to	the	noun.	(student	is	a	student)	(doctor	is	a	doctor)By	mastering	,	youll	be	able	to	introduce	yourself,	describe	objects,	and	form	simple	sentences	confidently.Tip:Start	practicing	with	common	nouns	like	(friend),	(teacher),	and	(water).	Try	creating	your	own	sentences	using	to	describe	people	or	things	around	you!Korean
NumbersKorean	numbers	are	basic	building	blocks	for	the	language	that	you	should	learn	early	on.	Theyre	a	key	part	of	learning	Korean.There	are	two	numbering	systems	to	learn	in	Korean:	the	China	System	(Sino-Korean)	and	the	Korea	System	(Native	Korean).The	China	System	is	very	structured,	so	you	can	learn	to	count	to	a	billion	by	learning
less	than	20	new	words.The	Korea	System	takes	a	bit	more	time	to	learn,	so	we	recommend	starting	with	the	China	System	first.	You	can	use	this	system	when	you	first	start	to	learn	Korean.	You	can	learn	about	the	Korea	System	later.Weve	got	a	complete	Korean	numbers	guide	in	this	section,	so	head	there	if	you	want	to	level	up	your	number	skills.
For	now,	here	are	the	numbers	1-	10:	Once	you	learn	the	Korean	numbers,	check	out	the	lessons	below.	They	will	help	you	with	telling	time	in	Korean.	The	related	lessons	will	also	help	with	saying	Korean	dates	and	months.Related	Lessons:	Telling	Time	in	Korean,	Months	in	Korean,	Korean	Numbers	1-10,	Korean	Numbers	1-20,	Korean	Numbers	1-
100Korean	PronunciationAnother	important	part	of	learning	Korean	is	the	pronunciation	of	Korean.	Understanding	the	Korean	writing	system	helps	in	correct	pronunciation,	so	youll	need	to	know	how	to	correctly	pronounce	the	letters	and	words.	Improper	pronunciation	is	a	mistake	that	many	Korean	learners	make.	Instead,	focus	on	sounding	like	a
native	Korean	speaker.In	order	to	have	good	Korean	pronunciation,	there	are	rules	that	you	need	to	keep	in	mind	as	you	study	and	practice	pronunciation.First,	the	Korean	letters	are	unique,	and	each	letter	has	its	own	sound.	Second,	the	English	letters	associated	with	them	are	just	a	close	approximation	of	the	letters	sounds.	This	will	bring	us	back
to	how	important	it	is	to	study	Korean	letters.Just	follow	the	Korean	pronunciation	rules	in	this	lesson,	and	youll	have	a	strong	foundation.Want	to	fast-track	your	Korean	learning?	Heres	a	video	packed	with	practical	tips	to	help	beginners	get	results	faster	and	stay	motivated:How	to	Learn	Korean	Fast	A	Beginners	GuideBeginner-High	KoreanGo	here
to	learn	more	about	the	Beginner-High	level:	Beginner-High	Korean	GrammarOnce	youve	grasped	the	Korean	Alphabet,	Korean	numbers,	and	all	the	basics,	the	next	part	is	all	about	refining	your	grammar,	expanding	your	vocabulary,	and	improving	conversational	skills.At	the	beginner-high	stage,	youll	begin	to	dive	deeper	into	Korean	grammar.	This
is	where	your	sentences	become	more	varied	and	meaningful,	and	improving	grammar	helps	in	enhancing	speaking	skills.Key	Grammar	Points:	Goals	for	this	stage:Expand	Grammar	Knowledge:	Learn	key	grammar	points	like	irregular	verbs,	-	(expressing	wants),	and	simple	past	and	future	tenses.Improve	Conversational	Skills:	Begin	forming	short,
clear	sentences	to	express	desires,	make	polite	requests,	and	hold	basic	conversations.Enhance	Vocabulary:	Focus	on	thematic	vocabulary	for	everyday	topics	like	shopping,	hobbies,	and	food	while	incorporating	Korean	counters	(e.g.,	).Develop	Sentence	Flow:	Use	connectors	like	-	(and/with)	and	-	(because)	to	create	more	natural-sounding
sentences.Practice	Daily	Application:	Regularly	use	new	words	and	grammar	in	simple	journal	entries	or	dialogues	to	reinforce	learning.Suggested	Practice:Engage	in	short	conversations	or	write	journal	entries	to	practice	applying	these	structures.Grammar	is	the	best	described	at	your	place.	Thank	you	very	much	for	that.	It	is	the	main	reason	I
stopped	searching	to	find	another	source	to	learn	Korean.	Jarcik	Otman,	Czech	Republic	Korean	ConjugationWhen	learning	the	Korean	language,	youre	going	to	want	to	know	how	to	use	verbs	and	adjectives.	You	cant	use	a	verb	in	its	base	form,	so	you	need	to	change	the	ending	so	it	makes	sense	in	a	sentence.Korean	conjugations	determine	the
tense	and	tone	of	a	sentence.	For	example,	lets	take	the	verb	(hada),	which	is	in	its	base	form.	Here	are	some	sample	conjugations:	(hada)	to	do	(haeyo)	I	do	(haesseoyo)	I	did	(hal	geoyeyo)	I	will	doOnce	you	know	the	basic	conjugations,	youll	want	to	learn	and	improve	your	vocabulary	of	Korean	verbs.Related	lessons:	Korean	Past	Tense,	Korean
Present	Tense,	Korean	Future	TenseGet	Free	Learn	Korean	Quick	Start	Guide	Go	here	to	learn	more	about	the	Intermediate	level:	Intermediate	Korean	GrammarIntermediate	learners	should	focus	on	expanding	vocabulary,	improving	fluency,	and	mastering	more	complex	grammar.	Taking	Korean	lessons	can	be	a	great	way	to	master	these
intermediate	Korean	topics.Key	Grammar	Points:	Goals	at	This	Stage:Honorifics:	Learn	how	to	address	elders	or	people	in	higher	positions	respectfully.	Korean	honorifics	are	a	way	of	speaking	in	Korean	that	shows	your	relationship	to	the	other	person,	the	person	youre	talking	about.	Its	important	to	know	them	when	learning	Korean	because	youll
hear	them	quite	often.Expand	Vocabulary:	Focus	on	specific	topics	like	travel,	food,	or	hobbies.Build	Fluency:	Practice	having	conversations	that	last	several	minutes.How	to	Speak	KoreanOnce	you	know	how	to	read	Korean,	youre	going	to	want	to	start	speaking	Korean	as	quickly	as	possible.	That	will	help	you	practice	pronunciation	and	start	having
simple	conversations.The	good	news	is	that	you	can	start	speaking	and	have	conversations	knowing	only	single	words!Thats	right,	once	you	learn	the	basic	verb	conjugation	(change	the	verb	form),	you	can	ask	questions	and	answer	them.	Its	an	easy	way	to	get	some	simple	practice	with	speaking	right	away.	Below	is	one	of	our	most	popular	Korean
lessons,	which	teaches	you	how	to	make	32	sentences	in	no	time	at	all.	Use	it	for	writing	and	speaking	Korean.	Well	cover	the	grammar	part	of	that	lesson	later.Related	Lessons:	Korean	Sentence	Structure	Go	here	to	learn	more	about	the	Intermediate-High	level:	Intermediate-High	Korean	GrammarAt	the	Intermediate	High	level,	youll	focus	on
mastering	advanced	grammar	patterns,	further	expanding	your	vocabulary,	and	enhancing	your	conversational	depth.	This	stage	is	about	fine-tuning	your	skills	to	express	more	complex	ideas	naturally	and	confidently	in	Korean.Key	Grammar	Points:Refine	Sentences	with	/:	Use	this	grammar	to	add	context,	provide	background,	or	connect
ideas.Handle	Irregular	Verbs	with	Ease:	Reinforce	your	understanding	of	irregular	verbs,	like	those	that	change	stems	for	smooth	pronunciation.Passive	Verbs	(Passive	voice	usage	and	conjugation):	Fundamental	for	describing	actions	happening	to	the	subject,	commonly	used	in	daily	conversations	and	formal	writing.Using	(expressing	simultaneous
actions):	Useful	for	describing	two	actions	occurring	at	the	same	time,	enhancing	sentence	complexity.Using	/	(expressing	wishes	or	desires):	Essential	for	expressing	hopes	or	wishes	politely.Goals	at	This	Stage:Master	Complex	Sentences:	Use	/	to	connect	ideas	and	add	context	to	conversations.Express	Inclusion	and	Variety:	Use	to	talk	about
multiple	activities,	objects,	or	people	naturally.Fluent	Irregular	Verb	Usage:	Confidently	conjugate	irregular	verbs	and	incorporate	them	into	conversations.Speak	with	Nuance:	Improve	your	ability	to	handle	different	sentence	structures	and	express	your	thoughts	in	a	natural,	flowing	way.Suggested	Practice:Storytelling:	Practice	narrating	past
events	or	explaining	situations	using	/	for	smooth	transitions.Daily	Life	Conversations:	Talk	about	your	routine	and	interests,	emphasizing	inclusivity	with	.Roleplay	Scenarios:	Use	irregular	verbs	in	polite	and	casual	contextspractice	scenarios	like	giving	directions,	sharing	experiences,	or	suggesting	plans.Advanced	Korean	GrammarGo	here	to	learn
more	about	the	Advanced	level:	Advanced	Korean	GrammarFor	advanced	learners,	the	focus	shifts	to	more	sophisticated	grammar	and	expression.Consider	enrolling	in	an	advanced	Korean	course	for	mastering	complex	grammar.Topics	to	Master:1.	Complex	Sentences:	Combine	multiple	ideas	using	conjunctions	like	~	(while).2.	Expressing	Emotions:
Use	expressions	like	~	to	convey	realization	or	discovery.At	this	stage,	learners	aim	for	precision	and	fluency,	especially	in	academic	or	professional	settings.Grammar	to	Study:Hypotheticals:	Use	structures	like	~	(if	only)	to	express	regrets	or	what-ifs.Subtlety	in	Speech:	Learn	expressions	like	~	(it	seems)	to	soften	statements.Get	Free	Learn	Korean
Quick	Start	GuideAdvanced	High	Korean	GrammarGo	here	to	learn	more	about	the	Advanced-High	level:	Advanced-High	Korean	GrammarFor	those	nearing	fluency,	the	focus	is	on	mastering	formal	written	Korean	and	idiomatic	expressions.Advanced	Topics:Formal	Korean:	Study	the	language	used	in	news	articles,	academic	papers,	or	official
speeches.Rhetoric	and	Debate:	Learn	how	to	persuade	or	present	arguments	effectively.Advanced	Idioms:	Use	idioms	and	Korean	slang	to	sound	more	natural	and	native-like.	Having	the	right	tools	and	resources	can	make	language	learning,	especially	learning	Korean,	more	effective	and	enjoyable.	Well	go	over	some	of	the	learning	tools	we
recommend	below.	Additionally,	structured	Korean	courses	like	90	Day	Korean	provide	step-by-step	lessons	and	personal	coaching	to	keep	you	on	track.	Combine	these	resources	with	fun	media,	such	as	Korean	dramas	and	K-pop,	for	an	engaging	and	immersive	experience!Korean	DictionaryIf	youre	going	to	learn	the	Korean	language,	then	you	want
to	use	the	best	Korean	dictionary	available	to	help	you	study.Were	big	fans	of	Naver	Dictionary.	It	is	the	most	popular	free	online	dictionary	for	native	Koreans	when	they	are	learning	other	languages.	They	provide	the	pronunciation	for	many	of	the	words	if	you	click	on	the	blue	speaker	near	the	words.	They	also	provide	sample	sentences	so	you	can
see	how	the	vocabulary	word	would	be	used	in	the	context	of	a	sentence.You	can	also	enter	grammar	into	the	search	box	and	get	a	brief	description	of	how	to	use	it.Korean	TranslatorsYou	can	use	Navers	Papago	for	translations,	but	make	proper	Korean	language	education	your	primary	focus.	Its	best	to	use	it	as	a	backup	as	youre	learning	the
language.For	example,	maybe	your	plan	is	to	learn	Korean	by	translating	simple	sentences.	Although	you	may	not	know	all	of	the	words	in	the	sentence,	you	could	figure	each	of	them	out	by	typing	them	into	a	Korean	dictionary	(or	cut	and	paste	if	you	cant	type	yet).	You	could	use	this	method	of	practice	to	try	to	understand	Instagram	or	Twitter
posts.Once	you	get	the	gist	of	the	sentence,	check	it	using	the	translator.	Keep	in	mind	that	the	translator	may	not	be	100%	accurate,	so	your	understanding	of	the	sentence	may	actually	be	correct.	This	is	a	practical	way	to	learn	Korean,	and	quite	fun,	too!Audio	ResourcesIf	you	are	looking	to	boost	your	listening	and	speaking	skills	with	audio
resources,	check	out	these	helpful	videos	to	complement	your	learning:	These	videos	are	great	tools	to	practice	your	listening,	pronunciation,	and	speaking	skills	anytime,	anywhere!Apps	for	Learning	KoreanThere	are	a	lot	of	apps	for	learning	Korean,	but	using	the	right	apps	can	enhance	language	learning.	Naver	Dictionary	has	an	app	form,	so	thats
an	excellent	one	to	start	using	first.Anki	is	also	a	fantastic	app	for	making	custom	flashcards	to	help	you	learn	Korean.	Its	useful	for	boosting	your	Korean	vocabulary	skills	whether	youre	at	a	beginner,	intermediate,	or	advanced	level	in	the	language.	Getting	a	solid	base	of	words	in	Korean	will	help	you	learn	Korean	fast.KakaoTalk	is	the	main	chat
app	in	South	Korea.	If	you	want	to	make	Korean	friends	or	learn	Korean	as	you	practice	typing,	then	this	is	the	app	to	use!Below	are	the	apps	you	need	for	living	or	traveling	to	South	Korea.	Knowing	how	to	navigate	Korean	apps	can	help	you	learn	the	language	since	youll	get	extra	practice	with	the	language.Related	Lessons:	Korean	Anki,Best	Apps
To	Learn	KoreanOnline	Korean	CourseIf	youre	interested	in	Korean	classes,	we	have	a	structured	online	Korean	course	that	you	can	do,	no	matter	where	you	are	in	the	world.	If	you	follow	the	steps	in	the	course,	you	will	learn	Korean	fast.	In	the	first	90	days	of	the	course,	youll	learn	how	to	have	a	3-minute	conversation	in	Korean.	If	you	want	to
continue	to	learn	the	language	at	an	advanced	level,	we	can	help	with	that,	too.The	course	is	100%	online	and	structured,	which	means	you	can	learn	Korean	at	your	own	pace.	Membership	includes	full	access	to	all	of	the	online	Korean	lessons	in	the	course,	a	personal	coach	to	check	your	work,	and	a	supportive	community	of	Korean	language
learners	like	yourself.You	can	study	our	Korean	course	on	your	computer,	tablet,	or	mobile	device.	You	get	all	of	the	resources	you	would	get	in	Korean	classes	with	the	flexibility	to	do	everything	online	at	your	own	pace.It	is	an	AMAZING	tool	for	learning	Korean.	The	substitute	way	for	not	having	to	learn	it	in	a	classroom	and	easy	to	learn.	It	really
drills	certain	important	areas	into	you.	The	email	reminders	are	nice,	and	the	90	Day	Korean	team	is	even	nicer.	They	are	so	understanding	to	any	questions	someone	might	have.I	especially	love	their	80/20	way	of	teaching.	It	makes	so	much	sense	to	be	doing	that	instead	of	a	textbook	that	covers	all	the	things	you	DONT	do	when	in	Korea!	I	would
totally	recommend!!!	^^	Ruth,	USA	I	like	the	fact	the	course	is	set	to	your	own	schedule,	you	improve	and	progress	at	your	own	rate,	whilst	also	having	a	gentle	push	in	the	back	from	your	coach	when	you	need	it.	The	fact	that	you	are	given	a	set	of	tools	to	also	help	retain	and	recall	the	things	you	have	learned	is	fantastic.	Sean	Fordyce,	United
Kingdom	Learn	Korean	PDFAs	we	listed	above,	there	are	a	number	of	basic	lessons	you	need	to	go	through	as	you	learn	Korean.	However,	this	shouldnt	overwhelm	you	or	stop	you	from	learning	the	language.You	can	go	through	the	lessons	one	at	a	time	at	your	own	pace.How	to	use	the	Learn	Korean	PDF:Read	the	tips	and	lesson	overview	in	each
section	carefully.Once	youre	done	with	the	overview,	go	through	the	main	lessons	given	in	each	section.After	the	main	lesson,	there	are	related	lessons	that	you	can	read	to	help	expand	your	knowledge	of	the	language.You	dont	have	to	follow	the	lessons	in	order.	You	can	skip	the	lessons	that	you	already	know.Before	we	close	this	lesson,	make	sure	to
keep	this	resource	with	you:Get	Free	Learn	Korean	Quick	Start	GuideFrequently	Asked	Questions	(FAQs)In	this	section,	well	be	covering	the	frequently	asked	questions	about	learning	Korean.How	do	I	learn	Korean	by	myself?Learning	Korean	by	yourself	is	possible	with	the	right	resources	and	self-discipline.Heres	how:Learn	Hangeul	Start	by
learning	the	Korean	alphabet,	which	is	essential	for	reading	and	writing.Language	Apps	and	Websites	Use	online	resources	like	language	learning	apps	and	websites.YouTube	Channels	Access	lessons	on	grammar	and	vocabulary	through	YouTube.Flashcards	Regularly	practice	with	flashcards	to	reinforce	vocabulary.Listening	and	Watching	Engage
with	Korean	music	and	dramas	to	improve	listening	skills.Language	Exchange	Speak	with	native	speakers	through	language	exchange	apps	to	practice	speaking.Set	Clear	Goals	Establish	clear	learning	objectives.At	the	beginning,	it	can	seem	expensive	when	compared	to	buying	a	book	or	using	an	app,	but	the	way	that	the	material	is	explained	and
having	coaches	to	correct	and	suggest	improvements	really	makes	it	worth	the	cost	and	more.	Emily	M,	Ohio	How	to	study	Korean?The	difficulty	of	learning	Korean	depends	on	your	native	language	and	your	language	learning	experience.For	English	speakers,	Korean	is	generally	considered	challenging	due	to	its	different	grammar	structures,
sentence	order,	and	the	Hangul	writing	system.However,	Hangeul	can	be	learned	relatively	quickly,	and	many	learners	find	aspects	of	Korean	pronunciation	and	vocabulary	to	be	more	straightforward	than	those	of	other	Asian	languages.With	consistent	practice	and	exposure,	the	learning	process	can	become	easier	over	time.What	are	the	main
benefits	of	learning	Korean?Learning	Korean	opens	up	a	world	of	opportunities	and	meaningful	connections.	Here	are	some	of	the	main	benefits:Enjoy	K-pop,	K-dramas,	and	other	Korean	media	without	relying	on	translations.Communicate	effectively	with	locals	during	visits	or	moves	to	Korea.Deepen	your	understanding	of	Korean	culture,	history,



and	traditions.Strengthen	personal	relationships	with	Korean-speaking	friends	or	loved	ones.Boost	your	career	prospects	in	global	companies	or	Korean	businesses.Can	I	learn	Korean	in	3	months?Learning	Korean	to	a	basic	conversational	level	in	three	months	is	possible	but	challenging.	It	requires	dedication	and	intensive	study.	Youll	need	to	focus
on	the	essentials	such	as:vocabularykey	phrasesbasic	grammarYou	can	also	use	other	fun	methods	to	help	you	speed	up	your	learning	process.	Here	are	some	examples:listening	to	Korean	musicwatching	TV	shows	in	Koreanpracticing	speaking	with	native	speakersHowever,	achieving	higher	levels	of	fluency	would	typically	require	a	longer	period	of
study.Can	I	be	fluent	in	Korean	in	1	year?Achieving	fluency	in	Korean	within	one	year	is	possible,	but	it	would	depend	on	the	time	and	effort	you	put	into	your	lessons,	and	the	right	resources.The	definition	of	fluency	can	vary,	but	generally,	with	dedicated	study,	reaching	a	high	conversational	level	within	a	year	is	attainable.What	is	a	good	age	to
learn	Korean?You	can	learn	Korean	at	any	age!	Children	often	pick	up	languages	faster	and	sound	like	native	speakers.However,	adults	can	do	it,	too,	with	the	right	motivation	and	study	methods.	The	key	is	to	practice	regularly,	no	matter	how	old	you	are.Which	language	is	easier	to	learn,	Japanese	or	Korean?Whether	Japanese	or	Korean	is	easier	to
learn	depends	on	the	learners	background	and	language	learning	skills.Korean	has	a	simpler	alphabet	(Hangeul),	which	can	be	easier	to	learn	than	Japaneses	three	writing	systems.	However,	Japanese	grammar	is	generally	considered	more	straightforward	than	Koreans	structure,	which	includes	various	levels	of	speech	and	honorifics.Each	language
has	its	complexities,	so	the	easier	language	to	learn	can	vary	by	individual.Get	Free	Learn	Korean	Quick	Start	GuideWhat	are	the	common	challenges	faced	when	learning	Korean?When	learning	Korean,	some	common	difficulties	youll	find	include	the	following:learning	the	Hangeul	writing	system	(write	Hangeul)understanding	the	different	levels	of
formality	in	speechhandling	complex	grammar	like	verb	conjugations	that	change	depending	on	how	formal	or	polite	you	need	to	be.Pronunciation	can	also	be	challenging	because	Korean	has	some	very	subtle	sounds	that	are	not	found	in	many	other	languages.	Korean	has	different	ways	of	speaking	to	show	how	formal	or	polite	you	need	to
be.Informal	speech	or	(banmal)	is	used	with	close	friends,	family,	or	people	younger	than	you.Formal	speech	or	(jondaemal)	has	several	levels	of	respect	and	is	used	at	work,	with	strangers,	or	when	talking	to	someone	older.Its	very	important	to	know	when	to	use	each	level	to	communicate	in	Korean.What	role	does	Korean	culture	play?Understanding
Korean	culture	is	key	to	learning	the	language	because	it	affects	how	you	use	honorifics,	idiomatic	expressions,	and	certain	phrases.Korean	culture,	which	includes	its	norms	and	values,	shapes	everyday	communication	and	how	people	interact.Watching	Korean	movies,	listening	to	Korean	music,	and	reading	Korean	literature	can	help	you	better
understand	these	cultural	details,	making	learning	the	language	more	meaningful	and	effective.Stay	Connected	with	90	Day	KoreanTo	stay	connected	and	enhance	your	Korean	learning	journey,	follow	90	Day	Korean	on	our	social	media	platforms.FacebookInstagramTwitterYouTubeAbout	usWrap	UpHere	is	a	great	summary	of	the	learn	Korean	world.
First,	learn	Hangeul,	the	Korean	alphabet,	because	its	the	foundation	for	everything	else.Once	you	know	Hangeul,	start	building	your	vocabulary	and	learn	basic	grammar.	To	make	learning	fun	and	effective,	watch	K	drama	or	movies,	listen	to	Korean	songs,	and	use	learning	apps.Remember	to	focus	on	the	most	used	words	and	grammar	rules	first.
This	method	called	the	80/20	Principle,	helps	you	learn	the	most	important	parts	of	the	language	quickly.	Also,	make	sure	to	set	realistic	goals	and	practice	regularly	to	improve	steadily.Do	you	have	any	questions	about	learning	Korean?	Share	them	in	the	comments	below!
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