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In	the	digital	age,	the	landscape	of	writing	and	publishing	has	undergone	significant	changes.	The	percentage	of	romance	writers	able	to	make	a	living	solely	from	their	writing	has	increased,	with	45%	achieving	this	feat	in	2014,	compared	to	39%	in	2009.	This	shift	is	largely	due	to	the	growth	of	self-publishing	platforms,	which	offer	higher	royalties
to	authors	but	also	require	them	to	handle	various	expenses.Traditionally	published	romance	authors	rely	on	book	advances	and	royalties	for	their	income.	The	average	advance	for	a	first	book	from	major	publishers	ranges	from	$3,200	to	$7,250,	while	subsequent	books	receive	more	substantial	advances.	However,	the	author's	share	of	sales	typically
falls	between	6-10%	for	print	and	20-25%	for	electronic	sales.	Despite	these	relatively	low	royalties,	some	authors	do	manage	to	earn	a	modest	income.Self-publishing	offers	higher	royalty	rates,	ranging	from	35-70%	on	ebooks	and	40-60%	(less	printing	costs)	on	print	books.	However,	self-published	authors	must	cover	their	own	expenses,	including
editing,	cover	design,	and	marketing.	These	costs	can	be	substantial,	and	many	full-time	writers	rely	on	these	additional	revenue	streams	to	support	themselves.The	publishing	industry	also	faces	challenges	related	to	diversity	and	gatekeeping.	A	recent	viral	hashtag,	#PublishingPaidMe,	highlighted	the	disparity	in	advances	given	to	Black	authors
compared	to	their	white	counterparts.	The	Ripped	Bodice	report	found	that	only	five	romance	publishers	or	imprints	had	at	least	15%	of	their	books	written	by	BIPOC	authors	in	2020.Autonomy	as	a	Source	of	Income:	Insights	from	Romance	AuthorsIn	today's	writing	landscape,	autonomy	is	often	cited	as	a	desirable	trait	for	authors.	However,	how
much	can	it	truly	provide	in	terms	of	financial	stability?	I	had	the	opportunity	to	speak	with	three	romance	authors	Linda,	Jackie	Lau,	and	Kathryn	Moon	to	gain	insight	into	their	experiences	with	self-publishing	and	its	impact	on	their	income.Linda,	a	self-published	author	of	15	books,	has	seen	her	earnings	steadily	increase	over	the	years.	In	her	first
year,	she	earned	approximately	$100,000	from	three	books,	with	revenues	growing	significantly	in	subsequent	years.	However,	she	also	emphasized	that	a	substantial	portion	of	her	income	goes	towards	expenses	such	as	editing,	cover	design,	and	marketing.Jackie	Lau,	who	published	over	ten	books	under	both	traditional	and	self-publishing	models,
has	had	a	more	mixed	experience.	Prior	to	2018,	she	earned	very	little	from	royalties,	but	after	making	the	switch	to	self-publishing,	her	revenue	increased	substantially.	However,	in	2020,	she	also	signed	a	deal	with	Penguin	Random	House,	which	reduced	her	income	from	self-publishing.Kathryn	Moon,	an	author	of	over	20	self-published	romance
books,	has	experienced	both	highs	and	lows.	Her	initial	success	led	to	a	steady	income,	but	as	the	genre	became	more	saturated,	her	earnings	slowed	down.	However,	after	adjusting	her	strategy	and	focusing	on	her	own	interests,	she	was	able	to	regain	momentum	and	now	earns	six-figure	incomes.Amazon	is	THE	place	to	self-publish	a	book	these
days	because	it's	easy	to	navigate	and	free	to	use,	actually	PAYS	authors	and	publishers	well	with	no	cap	on	royalties	so	the	sky	is	really	the	limit.Some	authors	make	a	few	hundred	dollars	every	month	while	others	can	easily	make	six	figures	in	a	single	month.We'll	introduce	you	to	some	of	them	later	on	in	this	blog	post!Teachers,	retirees,	and
college	students	are	all	turning	to	self-published	books	to	make	truly	passive	income	online.	It's	all	laid	out	in	our	introduction	video!Self-publishing	on	Amazon	has	become	an	increasingly	popular	path	for	authors	looking	to	reach	a	wider	audience	and	make	a	living	from	their	work.	At	its	core,	self-publishing	is	about	building	a	business	that	puts	the
reader	first,	rather	than	solely	focusing	on	making	money	for	the	author.Becoming	a	self-publisher	requires	understanding	your	target	market	and	what	they	need.	This	can	be	achieved	through	hours	of	research	to	truly	understand	where	your	readers	are	at.	With	this	knowledge,	publishers	can	outsource	most	writing,	editing,	and	formatting	work,
freeing	up	their	time	to	focus	on	other	aspects	of	the	business.One	key	difference	between	self-publishers	and	authors	is	that	publishers	are	responsible	for	quality	checks	every	step	of	the	way,	ensuring	that	the	final	product	meets	the	reader's	expectations.	While	it	may	seem	daunting,	anyone	can	become	a	self-publisher	with	the	right	skills,	such	as
mastering	delegation	or	research.The	numbers	on	Amazon	vary	significantly	depending	on	whether	you're	an	indie	author	or	a	publisher.	Indie	authors	typically	earn	less	than	$500	per	year,	while	experienced	publishers	can	earn	over	$10,000	annually.	However,	it's	essential	to	note	that	making	six	figures	in	one	month	is	not	the	norm.Publishers	can
make	a	significant	income	by	optimizing	their	marketing	strategies	and	using	Amazon's	built-in	tools.	This	includes	utilizing	promotional	platforms	like	Goodreads,	running	social	media	campaigns,	and	employing	paid	advertising	services	such	as	Amazon	Marketing	Services	(AMS).	Additionally,	fostering	an	engaged	reader	community	and	asking	for
reviews	can	greatly	impact	a	book's	success.Despite	the	potential	for	success,	self-publishing	is	not	without	its	challenges.	Maximizing	profits	requires	dedication	and	understanding	of	the	market,	rather	than	relying	on	shortcuts	or	gimmicks.	By	adopting	strategic	pricing,	marketing	tools,	and	engaging	with	readers,	authors	can	increase	their
chances	of	success.Self-publishing	has	become	a	game-changer	in	the	industry,	offering	authors	more	control	and	flexibility	over	their	work.	Meet	Dennis,	an	award-winning	publishing	coach	who	shares	his	expertise	on	setting	realistic	expectations	and	starting	small.	On	the	other	hand,	Lesley,	a	mom,	full-time	nurse,	and	personal	trainer,	found
success	with	self-publishing	despite	initial	doubts	and	busy	schedules.Meanwhile,	Marco	has	achieved	impressive	earnings	of	over	$35k	per	month	at	just	30	years	old,	attributing	it	to	perseverance	through	failures.	The	rise	of	Amazon's	Kindle	Direct	Publishing	(KDP)	has	democratized	publishing	by	offering	higher	royalty	rates	and	giving	authors
control	over	their	work.As	KDP	continues	to	evolve,	several	trends	are	expected	to	shape	the	future	of	digital	publishing:1.	**Personalized	Content**:	Amazon's	algorithms	will	become	more	sophisticated	in	suggesting	tailored	content	to	readers.2.	**Interactive	Books**:	Enhanced	eBooks	with	multimedia	elements	will	gain	popularity,	offering	new
revenue	streams	for	authors	and	publishers.3.	**Audiobook	Growth**:	The	demand	for	audiobooks	is	surging,	making	it	essential	for	authors	and	publishers	to	integrate	them	into	their	Amazon	offerings.4.	**Subscription	Models**:	Services	like	Kindle	Unlimited	are	expected	to	persist,	providing	a	steady	income	stream	for	authors	and	publishers	from
a	pool	of	subscribers.Market	expansion,	independent	publishing,	marketing	tools,	pricing	strategies,	and	AI-aided	dynamic	pricing	will	also	play	significant	roles	in	shaping	the	future	of	self-publishing.Self-publishing	is	becoming	increasingly	attractive	as	a	side	hustle	for	retirees	or	those	seeking	more	flexibility.	With	one	successful	book,	authors	can
achieve	life-changing	income	and	enjoy	more	freedom	to	choose	their	schedule	every	day.To	get	started	with	KDP,	authors	need	to	understand	how	royalties	are	calculated.	Amazon	offers	two	ebook	royalty	plans:	70%	and	35%.	For	the	70%	plan,	books	must	be	priced	between	$2.99	and	$9.99,	and	sales	must	occur	in	eligible	countries.	If	these
criteria	are	met,	authors	can	earn	up	to	70%	of	their	list	price	minus	taxes	and	delivery	costs.For	those	interested	in	learning	more	about	self-publishing,	a	free	course	on	how	to	self-publish	a	book	is	available.	This	comprehensive	guide	will	help	set	authors	up	for	success	as	indie	authors.There	are	two	royalty	plans	for	ebook	authors:	35%	Royalty
Option	70%	Royalty	Option	Any	ebook	Must	not	be	in	the	public	domain	Any	price	Must	be	between	$2.99	and	$9.99	Free	file	delivery	Delivery	fee	deducted	from	royalties	Available	in	all	territories	Available	in	39	territories	Kindle	Unlimited	payouts	based	on	the	KDP	Global	Fund	Authors	who	have	signed	up	for	KDP	Select	are	eligible	for	royalties	on
Kindle	Unlimited	ebook	pages	read	specifically,	pages	read	by	an	individual	customer	for	the	first	time.	KDP	Select	authors	receive	a	monthly	payout	for	these	page	reads,	no	matter	how	long	it	takes	for	a	reader	to	get	through	their	book.	How	much	is	a	unique	page	read	worth?	Well	thats	a	little	complicated.	The	page	rate	is	based	on	something
called	the	KDP	Select	Global	Fund,	a	fund	that	varies	month	on	month.	This	is	the	pot	of	cash	that	Kindle	sets	aside	to	pay	their	KDP	Select	authors.	Your	royalty	rate	varies	not	only	month-to-month	due	to	fluctuations	in	the	Global	Fund,	but	also	from	country	to	country	based	on	various	factors	exchange	rates,	local	subscription	pricing,	and	what
Amazon	refer	to,	somewhat	mysteriously,	as	customer	reading	behavior.	Overall,	royalty	payouts	are	calculated	by	that	authors	share	of	total	pages	read,	up	to	3,000	pages	per	customer	per	title.	While	this	is	a	little	complicated,	Amazon	does	provide	a	Prior	Months	Royalty	Report	to	break	down	their	calculations.	One	more	note:	if	your	ebook	is
formatted	in	a	way	that	your	pages	are	tightly	packed,	or	have	more	content	than	an	average	page	(aka	your	readers	are	going	to	be	slower	getting	through	pages),	Kindle	accounts	for	that	by	normalizing	page	count	between	books	and	genres,	and	you	wont	be	penalized.	And	on	the	flip	side,	theres	no	benefit	to	putting	one	word	per	page	to
encourage	readers	to	flick	through	ultra-fast!	Print	Books:	Up	to	60%	For	those	thinking	about	self-publishing	a	print	book,	Amazon	offers	two	distribution	tiers	for	self-published	paperbacks.	Each	comes	with	its	own	royalty	structure,	and	in	both	cases,	the	cost	of	printing	the	book	is	deducted	from	royalty	payments.	The	formula	is:	(Royalty	rate	x	list
price)	printing	costs	=	royalty	The	percentage	of	royalties	you	receive	is	largely	based	on	your	books	type	(hardcover	versus	paperback),	and	how	widely	you	choose	to	distribute	your	book	(e.g.,	selling	only	through	Amazon,	versus	selling	through	Amazon	plus	other	retailers	through	their	Expanded	Distribution	plan).If	you	go	through	the	regular
Amazon-only	distribution	channels,	you	can	expect	60%	of	the	list	price	for	every	paperback	or	hardcover	sold	at	$9.99	or	more	(minus	those	costs	we	mentioned).	If	your	book	costs	less	than	$9.99,	then	it	will	be	50%.	On	this	plan,	if	you	sold	a	300-page,	standard	black-and-white	print	paperback	at	a	list	price	of	$9.99,	once	costs	are	subtracted	you
can	expect	a	royalty	payout	of	$1.54	per	book.	Amazon	provides	a	handy	cost	and	royalties	calculator	to	help	figure	out	what	kind	of	payout	you	can	expect.	If	you	distribute	your	book	through	Amazons	Expanded	Distribution	plan	to	non-Amazon	retailers,	like	Barnes	&	Noble	and	Books-a-Million,	youll	be	looking	at	a	40%	royalty	instead.	(In	lieu	of
opting	into	this	plan,	we	recommend	using	IngramSpark	for	expanded	distribution.	You	can	read	more	about	why	here.)	If	we	return	to	our	300-page	book	from	earlier,	the	lower	royalty	split	for	expanded	distribution	wouldnt	cover	the	cost	of	printing,	and	so	the	book	would	need	to	be	priced	higher	to	generate	any	take-home	profit	for	our	author.	If
the	book	were	listed	at	$12.99,	the	royalty	left	over	after	costs	would	be	$0.75	a	significant	dip	compared	to	the	payout	for	exclusive	distribution.	Note	that	expanded	distribution	isnt	an	option	for	hardcover	authors,	and	is	also	limited	to	distribution	via	the	US	and	UK	(albeit	booksellers	and	libraries	from	outside	of	those	territories	could	theoretically
buy	copies	from	one	of	these	middle-man	retailers).	Check	out	the	table	below	to	see	what	rate	you	can	expect:	Amazon	Distribution	Expanded	Distribution	Sales	through	Amazon	channels	Sales	to	booksellers	and	libraries	50%-60%	royalty	rate	40%	royalty	rate	Paperback	and	Hardcover	Paperback	only	Available	in	all	Amazon	territories	Only
distributes	from	the	UK	and	US	FREE	RESOURCE	The	Cost	of	Self-Publishing	in	2023	Get	an	inside	look	at	2023	rates	for	professional	self-publishing	services.	Audiobooks:	Up	to	40%	Much	like	the	print	and	ebook	options,	royalties	for	your	audiobooks	depend	partly	on	which	distribution	option	an	author	chooses.	Amazon	favors	ACX,	their	own	self-
service	audiobook	production	and	distribution	company.	This	company	exclusively	distributes	to	three	(admittedly	huge)	audiobook	retailers:	Amazon,	Audible,	and	iTunes.	If	you	choose	to	distribute	your	audiobook	exclusively	via	these	three	channels	and	their	retail	partners,	you	can	expect	40%	royalties	on	your	sales.	However,	if	you	choose	to
distribute	your	audiobook	non-exclusively	and	retain	your	right	to	distribute	your	recording	elsewhere,	your	royalty	rate	will	be	25%.	Authors	are	also	able	to	produce	their	audiobook	under	a	royalty	share	model,	where	they	split	their	royalties	50:50	with	their	narrator	in	return	for	zero	or	minimal	up-front	production	costs.	In	this	scenario,	non-
exclusive	distribution	is	your	only	option,	so	you	can	expect	20%	royalties.	Monthly	payments	by	EFT,	Check,	or	Wire	Amazon	pays	royalties	60	days	after	the	first	sale	is	made,	with	subsequent	monthly	payments.	Depending	on	where	you	do	your	banking,	you	can	choose	to	be	paid	through	direct	depositAmazon's	royalties	system	can	be	complex,	but
it's	essential	to	understand	how	it	works	to	maximize	your	earnings.	One	crucial	aspect	is	the	payment	threshold,	which	varies	depending	on	the	currency	and	country	of	publication.	For	instance,	in	USD,	CAD,	and	UK,	you'll	only	receive	payment	after	earning	$100,	or	its	equivalent.	This	means	that	if	you're	relying	on	royalties	to	pay	bills,	you	should
plan	ahead,	as	it	takes	at	least	60	days	for	payments	to	be	processed.When	choosing	the	best	payment	method	for	your	needs,	keep	in	mind	that	there's	no	direct	deposit	payment	threshold.	However,	check	and	wire	payments	are	subject	to	certain	thresholds	before	you	receive	payment.	To	make	informed	decisions	about	your	royalties,	it's	essential
to	stay	up-to-date	with	Amazon's	payment	policies	and	guidelines.While	writing	a	bestselling	book	is	the	ultimate	goal,	focusing	solely	on	marketing	can	help	increase	your	earnings	potential.	Successful	authors	like	Michael	Anderle	and	Sally	Miller	emphasize	the	importance	of	publishing	books	in	a	series	quickly,	which	helps	build	momentum	and
attract	new	readers.	Additionally,	applying	smart	marketing	strategies	can	help	readers	find	your	work	more	easily.Anderle's	experience	with	his	Kurtherian	Gambit	series	demonstrates	how	publishing	multiple	books	can	lead	to	significant	financial	success.	He	advises	authors	to	write	as	many	books	as	possible,	as	each	additional	book	increases	the
chances	of	reaching	a	wider	audience	and	selling	more	copies.	By	publishing	rapidly,	you	can	create	a	snowball	effect	that	drives	your	sales	upward.Another	key	takeaway	from	Anderle's	story	is	the	value	of	smart	marketing.	By	dropping	the	price	of	his	book	to	99	cents	and	promoting	it	on	websites	like	AuthorsXP	or	BookSniffer,	he	was	able	to
increase	visibility	and	attract	new	readers.	This	strategy	can	be	effective	in	driving	sales	and	building	a	loyal	fan	base.In	conclusion,	maximizing	your	Amazon	royalties	requires	a	combination	of	writing	high-quality	books,	publishing	them	quickly,	and	applying	smart	marketing	strategies.	By	understanding	the	payment	threshold,	choosing	the	right
distribution	options,	and	focusing	on	marketing	efforts,	you	can	increase	your	chances	of	financial	success	as	an	independent	author.paraphrased	text	hereparaphrased	text	hereparaphrased	text	hereYou	can	calculate	your	potential	Amazon	sales	with	just	a	calculator	and	the	Best	Sellers	Rank	(BSR)	of	your	book.	For	example,	let's	take	The	Cyborg
Tinkerer	by	Meg	LaTorre	and	see	how	much	she	might	make	per	month.	If	we	look	at	its	BSR,	it's	currently	ranked	#1,124,955.	Plugging	this	number	into	an	online	calculator	gives	us	an	estimated	7	copies	sold	per	month	for	the	paperback.	Assuming	a	60%	royalty	rate	and	that	sales	number	is	accurate,	LaTorre	would	be	making	around	$0.45	per
month	on	paperback	sales.	However,	if	she	were	selling	her	book	at	a	different	price,	that	number	could	be	closer	to	$10.80	per	month.	It's	essential	to	remember	that	the	more	regularly	you	publish	books,	the	more	money	you'll	make.	This	is	because	Amazon	favors	accounts	that	produce	content	frequently,	suggesting	their	books	to	new	readers.
Having	multiple	books	also	makes	you	more	visible	on	the	platform.	Readers	who	enjoy	one	of	your	books	are	likely	to	seek	out	more	from	you	if	they're	available.	Therefore,	publishing	regularly	and	having	a	series	can	be	lucrative.	Different	formats	offer	varying	royalty	rates,	with	eBooks	generally	offering	the	highest	due	to	low	production	costs.
Hardbacks	often	sell	for	more	but	incur	higher	printing	costs.	The	format	that	yields	the	most	money	will	depend	on	your	pricing	strategy.Publishing	platforms	like	Amazon,	IngramSpark,	and	KDP	also	affect	royalty	rates.	While	Amazon's	70%	royalty	rate	is	attractive,	other	venues	like	IngramSpark	offer	a	40%	rate	for	eBooks.	It's	crucial	to	be
strategic	about	where	you	publish	your	books	to	maximize	earnings.	As	a	self-published	author	on	Amazon,	releasing	and	marketing	your	books	effectively	can	boost	sales.	Consider	the	following	strategies:	publishing	in	multiple	formats	(hardback,	paperback,	audiobook),	republishing	in	different	formats,	creating	series,	and	structuring	endings	that
encourage	readers	to	continue	with	the	series.	Increasing	readthrough,	or	how	often	readers	buy	more	of	your	books,	is	also	essential.	This	can	be	achieved	by	setting	advanced	pre-orders,	encouraging	followers	on	Amazon	and	socials,	and	offering	limited-time	sales	and	specials.Effective	marketing	is	also	key	to	earning	more.	Participate	in	Amazon's
advertisement	programs,	utilize	your	author	platform,	host	events,	or	run	social	media	campaigns	like	the	Instagram	challenge	I	hosted	for	my	book	Starlight.	This	involved	sharing	snippets	of	stories	and	writing	prompts	to	boost	pre-orders.	By	implementing	these	strategies,	you	can	increase	your	sales	and	author	salary	on	Amazon.Marketing	your
book	is	not	a	one-time	event;	it's	an	ongoing	process	that	can	extend	beyond	the	launch	phase.	To	maintain	sales	momentum,	authors	should	consider	long-term	strategies	for	promoting	their	work	on	Amazon	and	other	platforms.	This	proactive	approach	will	help	increase	visibility	and	drive	consistent	income	over	time.
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