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480-323	BC	The	Classic	period	of	Greek	art	is	what	is	most	often	brought	to	mind	when	thinking	about	the	artistic	achievements	of	that	nation.	However,	how	we	see	that	art	today,	in	its	smooth	white	edifices	and	sculptures,	is	not	what	was	seen	or	intended	at	the	time	it	was	crafted.	Centered	in	the	powerful	and	cosmopolitan	city	of	Athens,	the	art
of	this	culture	and	art	movement	during	this	period	would	influence	the	importance	of	art	for	the	rest	of	time	across	a	myriad	of	cultures.	The	sculpture	and	statuary	of	Classical	Greek	Art	provide	standards	not	only	in	our	art	but	in	how	we	view	the	living	human	body.	Art	History:	Classical	Greek	Art	Origins	and	Historical	Importance:	Classical	Greek
Art	–	Acropolis	of	Athens	Athens	was	established	as	a	great	and	powerful	city-state	after	the	war	with	the	Persians	ended	in	a	Greek	victory	in	479	BC.	Establishing	the	Delian	League,	a	confederation	of	allies	in	the	Grecian	lands	and	islands,	and	maintaining	control	over	the	league	and	its	funds,	led	to	the	eventual	subjugation	of	these	allies	by	the
Athenians.	Having	this	control	over	the	Grecian	peoples	made	Athens	a	very	wealthy	imperial	city.	It	also	became	the	world’s	first	democracy.	“Let	us	dedicate	ourselves	to	what	the	classic	art	of	Greek	wrote	so	many	years	ago:	to	tame	the	savageness	of	man	and	make	gentle	the	life	of	this	world.”		–	Robert	Kenned	Such	wealth	led	to	the	building	of
some	of	the	world’s	most	venerated	buildings.	The	Acropolis,	and	its	most	stately	building,	the	Parthenon,	were	not	only	beautifully	and	harmoniously	designed,	but	they	also	inspired	the	statesmen,	poets,	and	philosophers	of	their	day	to	create	the	building	blocks	of	the	societal	values	we	hold	dear	in	our	time.	Classical	Greek	architecture	was
innovative	in	its	time,	bringing	us	the	Ionic,	Doric,	and	Corinthian	architectural	orders.	Classical	Greek	sculpture	left	behind	the	Kouros	(male)	and	Kore	(female)	figures	of	Ancient	Greece	and	began	to	emphasize	natural	poses,	motion,	and	focused	on	an	appreciation	of	human	anatomy;	particularly	musculature.	We	are	familiar	with	the	statues	and
reliefs	carved	and	hewn	from	limestone	and	marble,	but	sculptors	also	worked	in	bronze,	wood,	bone,	and	ivory.	Bronze	sculptures	followed	the	same	subjects	as	stone	but	were	considered	superior	because	the	value	of	bronze	was	higher	than	that	of	stone.	Bone	and	ivory	carvings	were	used	for	smaller	personal	items.	Classical	Greek	Art	–	Statue	of
Zeus	at	Olympia	Statues	were	often	painted	and	this	was	seen	as	independent	of	the	sculpting	itself.	Artists	used	bold	colors	to	accentuate	the	hair,	clothing,	and	eyes	of	the	subject	but	left	the	skin	in	its	stone	form.	Metal	adornments	and	jewelry	were	added	as	well.	Painters	of	the	era	mastered	new	techniques	such	as	linear	perspective,	chiaroscuro
(shading	technique),	trompe	l’oeil	(three	dimensional),	optical	fusion	(similar	to	pointillism,	but	with	lines	instead	of	dots)	and	graphical	perspective.	Unfortunately,	what	Pliny	recorded	as	the	highest	art,	panel	paintings,	did	not	survive.	However,	many	frescoes	did	as	they	decorated	public	buildings	and	places	of	worship.	Classic	art	of	Greek	was
about	lovers	of	the	beautiful,	yet	simple	in	our	tastes,	and	we	cultivate	the	mind	without	loss	of	manliness.”		–	Thucydides	Pottery,	which	had	been	previously	quite	renowned	in	both	the	black	figure	and	red	figure	styles,	went	into	decline	during	this	period.	The	only	innovation	to	come	out	of	the	period	in	regards	to	pottery	was	the	introduction	of	the
White	Ground	technique	which	added	a	painted	on	clay	white	background.	Following	this,	no	new	techniques	were	brought	forth.	Classical	Greek	Art	Key	Highlights:	The	period	of	Classical	Greece	was	the	first	in	which	artists	were	commonly	credited	with	their	works.	The	Parthenon	housed	a	massive	gold	and	ivory	statue	of	the	goddess	Athena.
Much	of	what	we	know	about	this	period	in	art	comes	from	literature	and	historical	writings	from	the	era,	such	as	those	of	Pliny.	Sadly,	we	do	not	get	to	see	what	would	have	been	awe-inspiring,	colossal	pieces	that	solidified	mythological	beliefs	and	celebrated	political	victories.	Praxiteles,	an	Athenian	sculptor,	introduced	the	first	modest	female
nudes.	They	had	been	previously	draped	in	cloth,	but	his	Aphrodite	of	Knidos	was	nude	with	her	hand	modestly	covering	herself	standing	next	to	a	draped	cloth.	The	foundation	of	art	history	is	credited	to	the	school	at	Sicyon	in	the	Peloponnese,	which	was	recognized	as	an	artistic	institution	of	learning	focusing	on	the	cumulative	knowledge	of	art	up
to	that	era.	The	chryselephantine	sculpture	was	a	highly	regarded	form	of	art.	The	technique	involved	carving	thin	sheets	of	ivory	to	represent	flesh	and	gold	to	represent	hair,	eyes,	and	garments.	Sometimes	jewels	were	used	in	place	of	gold	for	the	eyes.	The	giant	statues	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	and	Athena	Parthenos	were	created	by	Phidias	using	this
type	of	sculpture.	Reliefs	and	statues	were	prevalent	and	prominent	in	Athenian	cemeteries	and	depicted	love	ones	interacting	with	family	during	their	lives,	or	showed	a	scene	of	a	family	saying	goodbye	to	the	deceased.	These	emotionally	moving	displays	are	rendered	realistically	and	naturalistically.	Classical	Greek	Art	Top	Works:	Acropolis	–
including	the	Parthenon	Statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	Athena	Parthenos	Aphrodite	of	Knidos	Charioteer	of	Delphi	Temple	at	Bassae,	Arcadia	Leonidas,	King	of	Sparta	(sculpture)	Youth	of	Antikythera	Tomb	of	the	Diver	at	Paestum	Great	Tomb	at	Verfina	[html_block	id=”9712″]	[html_block	id=”9474″]	Fact	Checked	Content	Last	Updated:	12.11.2024	10
min	reading	time	Content	creation	process	designed	by	Content	cross-checked	by	Content	quality	checked	by	Save	Article	Save	Article	Greek	art	refers	to	the	visual	arts	that	flourished	in	ancient	Greece	from	around	1000	BC	to	100	AD.	This	form	of	art	is	renowned	for	its	development	in	realism	and	expression,	and	it	significantly	impacted	later
artistic	movements	in	Western	civilization.Greek	art	is	defined	by	several	distinguishing	features	which	include:	Naturalism:	Greek	artists	sought	to	achieve	a	realistic	portrayal	of	the	human	body	and	other	elements	in	nature.	Harmony	and	Balance:	Works	often	follow	the	ideal	proportions	to	achieve	aesthetic	perfection.	Humanism:	A	focus	on
human	experiences,	emotions,	and	achievements	is	depicted	prominently.	Mythological	Themes:	Many	artworks	feature	scenes	from	Greek	mythology	that	express	cultural	beliefs.	Use	of	Contrapposto:	A	technique	in	sculpture	where	the	human	figure	is	poised	such	that	the	weight	rests	on	one	leg,	creating	a	sense	of	dynamism.	Greek	art	covers	a
variety	of	forms,	including	sculptures,	pottery,	and	architecture,	each	with	its	own	distinctive	qualities	and	purposes.	An	example	of	the	ideal	technique	in	Greek	sculpture	is	the	statue	of	'David'	by	Michelangelo,	where	contrapposto	is	prominently	used.	The	statue's	stance	is	both	relaxed	and	dynamic,	which	is	a	hallmark	of	Greek	influence	on
Renaissance	art.	The	use	of	perspective	in	Greek	art	sets	it	apart	from	other	ancient	art	forms.	Greek	painters	and	architects	devised	techniques	to	create	a	sense	of	depth	in	their	works.	Architects	designed	temples	with	the	golden	ratio	to	achieve	optical	illusions,	making	structures	like	the	Parthenon	look	perfect,	despite	subtle	curvature
differences.	This	sophistication	in	mathematical	application	helped	Greeks	excel	in	making	their	artforms	appear	balanced	and	ideally	structured.Greek	art	evolved	through	several	periods,	each	marked	by	unique	changes	in	style	and	expression.	The	major	periods	include:	Geometric	Period	(c.	900-700	BC):	Art	from	this	era	is	characterized	by
geometric	motifs	and	forms	in	pottery	and	small	sculptures.	Archaic	Period	(c.	700-480	BC):	This	period	saw	the	emergence	of	larger	sculptures,	with	a	shift	towards	more	naturalistic	expressions.	Classical	Period	(c.	480-323	BC):	Known	for	the	peak	of	refinement	and	the	pursuit	of	idealized	beauty,	this	era	produced	masterpieces	like	the	statues	of
Zeus	and	Discobolus.	Hellenistic	Period	(c.	323-31	BC):	Marked	by	increased	emotional	expression	and	dynamism,	art	from	this	period	includes	dramatic	narratives	and	detailed	portraiture.	Each	period	reflects	the	socio-political	changes	and	evolving	cultural	values	in	Greek	society.The	term	'kouros'	refers	to	free-standing	ancient	Greek	sculptures
that	typically	depict	male	youths.	These	sculptures	were	most	popular	during	the	Archaic	period.Ancient	Greek	art	has	profoundly	influenced	the	development	of	art	and	architecture.	It	inspired	countless	artists	and	shaped	many	aspects	of	Western	culture.	The	techniques	and	themes	created	by	Greek	artists	set	standards	for	beauty,	harmony,	and
proportion.In	ancient	Greek	civilization,	art	was	prominently	featured	in	public	spaces.	This	not	only	showcased	the	state’s	wealth	and	power	but	also	served	as	a	means	of	communal	identity	and	cultural	expression.The	most	common	places	you’d	find	Greek	art	included:	Temples:	Temples	were	adorned	with	intricate	sculptures	and	friezes,	often
depicting	gods	and	mythological	scenes.	Agoras:	These	public	squares	were	spaces	for	social	gatherings,	decorated	with	statues	and	fountains.	Theaters:	The	Greeks	built	large,	open-air	theaters	where	sculptures	were	placed	to	enhance	aesthetic	appeal.	In	these	communal	areas,	art	played	roles	beyond	mere	decoration,	fostering	civic	engagement
and	participation.An	interesting	aspect	of	Greek	public	art	is	the	concept	of	votive	offerings,	where	citizens	would	dedicate	sculptures	or	other	artworks	to	the	gods	in	sanctuaries	as	acts	of	piety.	These	offerings	could	be	anything	from	life-sized	statues	to	small	figurines,	demonstrating	the	strong	relationship	between	religion	and	art	in	ancient	Greek
society.	Sanctuaries	like	Delphi	and	Olympia	amassed	vast	collections	of	these	offerings	over	time.	A	prime	example	of	Greek	art	in	public	spaces	is	the	Parthenon	in	Athens.	This	temple,	dedicated	to	the	goddess	Athena,	features	a	series	of	friezes	depicting	various	mythical	battles,	demonstrating	both	artistic	mastery	and	communal	spirit.	Greek	art
holds	immense	significance	in	the	chronicles	of	history.	It	serves	various	roles:	as	a	reflection	of	Greek	society,	as	educational	tools,	and	as	inspiration	for	subsequent	generations.Key	reasons	for	its	historical	importance	include:	Aesthetics:	Greek	art	introduced	ideals	of	beauty	and	symmetry	that	continue	to	influence	modern	design.	Innovation:
Techniques	such	as	perspective	and	naturalistic	representation	revolutionized	art	forms.	Cultural	Legacy:	Greek	myths	and	legends	commonly	portrayed	in	art	have	become	foundational	stories	within	Western	culture.	Educational	Influence:	The	study	of	Greek	art	provides	insight	into	the	daily	lives,	beliefs,	and	values	of	ancient	Greeks.	This	enduring
legacy	exemplifies	the	transformative	impact	of	Greek	art	on	global	culture.Did	you	know?	The	famous	sculpture	technique,	contrapposto,	which	portrays	figures	with	opposing	alterations	of	tension	and	relaxation,	was	a	hallmark	of	Classical	Greek	art	and	is	still	used	today.Greek	sculptures	are	renowned	for	their	sophisticated	techniques,	which	have
laid	the	foundation	for	Western	art	forms.	Such	techniques	helped	create	sculptures	with	unparalleled	realism	and	beauty.Several	Greek	sculptors	have	made	significant	contributions	to	art,	each	bringing	unique	skills	and	styles.	Some	of	the	most	notable	include:	Phidias:	Known	for	his	work	on	the	Parthenon	and	the	statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia,
Phidias	set	the	standard	for	classical	Greek	sculpture.	Praxiteles:	He	introduced	a	sense	of	grace	and	softness	in	sculptures,	famous	for	'Aphrodite	of	Knidos.'	Polykleitos:	He	developed	the	concept	of	'symmetria',	creating	balanced	and	harmonious	figures	like	the	'Doryphoros'.	Myron:	Renowned	for	'Discobolus',	he	captured	athletic	motion	in	rigid
stone.	These	artists	employed	techniques	that	emphasized	proportion,	movement,	and	human	anatomy,	bringing	sculptures	to	life.	An	iconic	example	of	Greek	sculpture	is	the	'Discobolus'	by	Myron.	This	sculpture	captures	the	essence	of	motion	and	athleticism,	representing	the	Greek	ideal	of	harmony	between	physicality	and	artistry.	The	concept	of
chiastic	balance,	developed	by	sculptures	like	Polykleitos,	is	essential	in	understanding	Greek	art.	This	balance	refers	to	the	art	of	creating	an	interplay	between	tension	and	relaxation	within	a	sculpture,	making	figures	appear	dynamic	yet	stable.	This	approach	can	be	seen	in	art	forms	beyond	sculpture,	such	as	painting	and	architecture,
underscoring	the	pervasive	influence	of	sculptures	in	Greek	art.Greek	sculptors	used	various	materials,	each	chosen	for	its	unique	properties	that	suited	different	aspects	of	their	works:	Marble:	Valued	for	its	fine	grain,	marble	allowed	for	detailed	carving	and	polished	finishes.	It	was	commonly	used	for	classical	statues.	Bronze:	Favored	for	its
strength	and	ability	to	capture	delicate	details,	bronze	casts	were	prominent	in	classical	sculptures.	Terracotta:	Common	in	earlier	periods,	terracotta	was	used	for	smaller,	less	intricate	works,	often	as	votive	offerings.	Wood	and	Ivory:	These	materials	were	used	less	frequently,	but	notable	wood	carvings	and	ivory	inlays	are	known.	Materials	were
carefully	selected	by	artists	based	on	the	sculpture's	intended	purpose	and	the	level	of	detail	required.Did	you	know?	Many	original	Greek	bronze	statues	have	been	lost	or	melted	down,	with	our	knowledge	primarily	coming	from	Roman	marble	copies	or	written	descriptions.Greek	art	is	not	only	a	testament	to	aesthetic	brilliance	but	also	a	medium
through	which	educational	themes	were	conveyed.	This	art	form	reflected	and	taught	societal	values,	morals,	and	cultural	ideologies	prevalent	in	ancient	Greece.Mythology	played	a	central	role	in	Greek	culture,	and	its	representation	in	art	served	both	educational	and	religious	purposes.Various	types	of	art	represented	mythology,	including:
Sculptures:	Gods	and	mythological	heroes	were	frequently	depicted	in	detailed	sculptures,	teaching	about	divine	narratives	and	heroic	virtues.	Pottery:	Pottery	often	illustrated	scenes	from	myths,	used	both	as	decoration	and	storytelling	tools	in	daily	life.	Frescoes:	These	paintings,	found	on	walls	in	homes	and	public	buildings,	depicted	vibrant
mythological	scenes,	serving	both	aesthetic	and	instructive	roles.	These	artistic	forms	conveyed	complex	mythological	stories,	preserving	and	propagating	them	across	generations.	The	sculpture	of	'Laocoön	and	His	Sons'	illustrates	a	Roman	reinterpretation	of	a	Greek	myth.	It	vividly	portrays	a	tale	from	the	Trojan	War,	demonstrating	the	dramatic
way	in	which	Greek	mythology	was	represented	in	art.	A	particularly	interesting	representation	of	mythology	can	be	found	in	the	works	dedicated	to	the	goddess	Athena.	In	many	cities,	Panathenaic	amphora	were	used,	which	were	large	ceramic	vessels	awarded	as	prizes	in	athletic	games.	These	vessels	often	featured	Athena	on	one	side	and	the
sport	in	which	the	prize	was	won	on	the	other.	This	not	only	highlighted	the	myth	itself	but	also	connected	mythological	narratives	with	civic	life	and	athletic	valor.	Such	art	forms	inspired	civic	pride	and	identity	among	the	people.Greek	art	served	as	a	powerful	medium	for	imparting	social	and	moral	lessons.	By	observing	art,	you	could	learn	about
the	values	esteemed	by	Greek	society:	Heroism	and	Honor:	Stories	of	legendary	heroes,	like	Hercules	in	art,	emphasized	courage	and	resilience.	Democracy	and	Civic	Life:	Artworks	of	public	gatherings	and	deliberations	promoted	the	ideals	of	participation	and	community.	Moral	Lessons:	Allegorical	art	taught	ethical	values,	such	as	the	consequences
of	arrogance	or	betrayal	as	seen	in	various	mythological	parables.	Harmony	and	Order:	Artistic	symmetry	and	proportion	conveyed	the	importance	of	balance	in	both	personal	virtues	and	physical	forms.	Greek	art	was	a	conduit	through	which	lessons	were	imparted	to	model	behavior	and	reinforce	cultural	norms.Many	paintings	and	sculptures	served
an	educational	purpose,	instructing	audiences	on	societal	expectations	and	the	virtues	of	citizenship.	The	emphasis	on	depicting	gods	and	moral	narratives	reflects	the	integration	of	art	and	life.	Greek	Art	Definition:	Greek	art	pertains	to	visual	arts	that	emerged	in	ancient	Greece,	celebrated	for	realism,	expression,	and	Western	influence.	Key
Features:	Known	for	naturalism,	harmony,	humanism,	mythological	themes,	and	use	of	contrapposto	in	sculptures.	Greek	Sculpture	Techniques:	Techniques	like	contrapposto	and	chiastic	balance	in	Greek	sculptures,	using	materials	like	marble	and	bronze.	Major	Periods:	Greek	art	encompasses	Geometric,	Archaic,	Classical,	and	Hellenistic	periods,
each	highlighting	different	styles	and	expressions.	Influence	in	History:	Greek	art's	emphasis	on	aesthetics,	innovation,	cultural	legacy,	and	education	significantly	impacts	modern	culture.	Educational	Themes:	Art	conveyed	mythology	and	moral	lessons,	representing	societal	values,	heroism,	democracy,	and	civic	life.	What	are	the	main
characteristics	of	Greek	art?	Greek	art	is	characterized	by	its	focus	on	harmony,	proportion,	and	balance.	It	includes	idealized	representations	of	the	human	body,	emphasis	on	naturalism,	and	the	depiction	of	mythological	themes.	Greek	art	also	showcases	advanced	techniques	in	sculpture,	pottery,	and	architecture,	particularly	evident	in	structures
like	temples	and	statues.	What	is	the	significance	of	Greek	art	in	Western	culture?	Greek	art	is	significant	in	Western	culture	due	to	its	foundational	role	in	shaping	aesthetics,	techniques,	and	philosophical	ideals.	It	introduced	key	concepts	of	symmetry,	proportion,	and	realism,	influencing	Renaissance	art	and	beyond.	Greek	art's	emphasis	on
humanism	and	naturalism	continues	to	inspire	and	inform	modern	Western	artistic	practices	and	values.	How	did	Greek	art	influence	the	Renaissance?	Greek	art	influenced	the	Renaissance	through	its	emphasis	on	naturalism,	anatomical	accuracy,	and	idealized	beauty.	Renaissance	artists	adopted	classical	techniques	and	themes,	reviving	ancient
Greek	styles	in	sculpture,	painting,	and	architecture.	This	led	to	a	renewed	focus	on	humanism	and	the	development	of	perspective	in	art.	What	are	the	different	periods	of	Greek	art?	The	different	periods	of	Greek	art	are	the	Geometric	(c.	900-700	BC),	Archaic	(c.	700-480	BC),	Classical	(c.	480-323	BC),	Hellenistic	(c.	323-31	BC),	and	sometimes	Early
Christian	Art	(c.	31	BC-330	AD)	is	included	as	the	subsequent	influence.	Who	are	some	famous	Greek	artists	and	what	are	their	notable	works?	Famous	Greek	artists	include	Phidias,	known	for	the	Parthenon	sculptures;	Praxiteles,	famous	for	"Aphrodite	of	Knidos";	Polykleitos,	known	for	"Doryphoros"	(Spear	Bearer);	and	Lysippos,	who	created
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materials.	StudySmarter’s	content	is	not	only	expert-verified	but	also	regularly	updated	to	ensure	accuracy	and	relevance.	Learn	more	The	period	given	over	to	"classical"	Greek	sculpture	includes	three	distinct	styles	spanning	hundreds	of	years,	starting	in	approximately	600	B.C.	These	styles,	starting	with	the	earliest,	are	the	archaic,	the	classical
and	the	Hellenistic.	It's	easy	to	see	the	progression	of	Greek	art	by	observing	these	styles	chronologically.	The	archaic	style	is	stiff	and	rigid.	The	classical	style	is	more	realistic	and	includes	the	representation	of	movement.	The	Hellenistic	style	gives	over	to	the	results	of	centuries	of	the	Greek	study	of	the	human	form.	Archaic	This	period	was
between	600	and	480	B.C.	Many	of	the	archaic	sculptures	are	compared	to	the	style	of	the	Egyptians,	due	to	the	stiff	poses	that	lacked	movement.	The	statues	were	often	used	to	line	the	entrance	ways	to	temples	or	for	marking	graves.	The	statues	are	either	male	or	female	and	are	robed	in	a	standing	position.	The	male	statues	are	called	kouroi
("young	men")	and	the	female	statues	are	called	kourai.	The	males	are	depicted	as	athletes,	warriors	and	gods.	The	women	represent	goddesses,	nymphs	and	priestesses.	One	way	to	recognize	an	archaic	piece	is	to	look	at	the	mouth.	All	statues	have	the	same	apparent	grin.	One	of	the	famous	archaic	sculptures	is	called	"The	Calf	Bearer"	and	exhibits
the	tell-tale	signs	of	the	archaic	period.	Classical	This	period	is	from	500	B.C.	to	323	B.C.	During	the	classical	period	Greece	reached	its	height	of	success,	economically	and	culturally.	The	human	form	began	being	depicted	in	stances	of	movement,	particularly	in	athletic	movement;	it	was	also	the	beginning	of	the	Greek	physical	ideal.	Bodies	took	on	a
natural,	more	realistic	form.	The	male	form	was	represented	as	a	fit,	healthy	and	young	man	whose	muscles	and	shape	were	carved	out	of	the	marble.	Women	were	often	nude	on	top	and	robed	on	the	bottom	or	completely	nude.	They	had	soft	round	abdomens,	full	hips	and	legs	and	small	breasts.	One	of	the	key	characteristics	of	this	period	is	the
controposto	stance,	or	s-curve.	One	leg	is	forward,	in	front	of	the	other	bearing	the	weight	of	the	body.	Look	at	the	discus	thrower	for	an	example	of	movement	and	Doryphoros	for	the	classic	controposto	pose.	Hellenistic	This	period	spanned	from	the	mid	third	century	to	the	first	century	B.C.	The	Hellenistic	period	was	varied	and	delved	more	into
reality	and	artistic	flourish.	After	centuries	of	carving	out	the	human	form,	the	Hellenistic	sculptors	were	at	the	height	of	their	abilities.	The	use	of	shadowing,	the	incredibly	real	depiction	of	fabric	draping,	facial	expression,	age	and	emotion	are	all	in	evidence.	While	certain	details	were	sparse	in	earlier	periods,	every	sinew	was	etched	out	of	marble
or	bronze.	The	Laocoon	is	an	ideal	example	of	this	period.	Laocoon	is	a	figure	in	Greek	mythology	who	warned	the	Trojans	of	the	Trojan	horse.	For	it,	he	suffered	death	by	serpent.	In	the	sculpture	he	is	flanked	by	two	men,	one	on	each	side,	and	about	to	be	entangled	by	the	serpent.	The	detail	of	his	body	and	face	are	astonishing.	Ancient	Greek	art
has	many	phases,	each	with	unique	styles	and	time	periods.From	Mycenaean	to	Hellenistic,	Greek	art	evolved	from	simple	to	highly	detailed	and	realistic.Greek	art	heavily	influenced	later	cultures,	as	artists	continued	to	learn	from	and	expand	on	these	styles.	As	it	happened	centuries	later	with	a	handful	of	Renaissance	painters,	ancient	Greek	art
tends	to	be	thought	of	in	vague	terms—vases,	statues	and	architecture	produced	"a	long	(unspecified)	time	ago."	Indeed,	a	long	time	has	passed	between	us	and	ancient	Greece,	and	thinking	like	this	is	a	good	starting	point,	really.	The	vases,	sculpture	and	architecture	were	huge	innovations,	and	artists	forever	afterward	owed	an	enormous	debt	to
the	ancient	Greeks.	Because	so	many	centuries	and	different	phases	encompass	"ancient	Greek	art"	what	we'll	try	to	do	rather	briefly	is	to	break	it	down	into	some	manageable	chunks,	thus	giving	each	period	its	due.	It's	important	to	know	that	ancient	Greek	art	was	mainly	comprised	of	vases,	sculpture	and	architecture,	lasted	around	1,600	years,
and	covered	a	number	of	of	different	periods.	There	were	many	phases	from	the	16th	century	BC	until	the	Greeks	suffered	defeat	at	the	hands	of	the	Romans	at	the	Battle	of	Actium	in	31	BC.	The	phases	are	roughly	as	follows:	Mycenaean	Art	occurred	from	roughly	1550-1200	BC	on	the	Greek	mainland.	Although	the	Mycenaean	and	Greek	cultures
were	two	separate	entities,	they	occupied	the	same	lands	successively.	The	latter	learned	a	few	thing	from	the	former,	including	how	to	build	gates	and	tombs.	Besides	architectural	explorations	including	Cyclopean	masonry	and	"beehive"	tombs,	the	Mycenaeans	were	awesome	goldsmiths	and	potters.	They	raised	pottery	from	merely	functional	to
beautifully	decorative,	and	segued	right	out	of	the	Bronze	Age	into	their	own	insatiable	appetite	for	gold.	One	suspects	that	that	the	Mycenaeans	were	so	wealthy	they	weren't	satisfied	with	a	humble	alloy.	Around	1200	and	the	Homeric	fall	of	Troy,	the	Mycenaean	culture	dwindled	and	died,	followed	by	an	artistic	phase	known	both	as	Sub-Mycenaean
and/or	the	"Dark	Ages".	This	phase,	lasting	from	c.	1100-1025	BC,	saw	a	bit	of	continuity	with	the	previous	artistic	doings,	but	no	innovation.	From	c.	1025-900	BC,	the	Proto-Geometric	phase	saw	pottery	beginning	to	be	decorated	with	simple	shapes,	black	bands,	and	wavy	lines.	Additionally,	technique	in	the	shaping	of	pots	was	being	refined	as	well.
Geometric	Art	has	been	assigned	the	years	of	900-700	BC.	Its	name	is	utterly	descriptive	of	the	art	created	during	this	phase.	Pottery	decoration	moved	beyond	simple	shapes	to	also	include	animals	and	humans.	Everything,	however,	was	rendered	with	the	use	of	simple	geometric	shapes.	Archaic	Art,	from	c.	700-480	BC,	began	with	an	Orientalizing
Phase	(735-650	BC).	In	this,	elements	from	other	civilizations	began	to	creep	into	Greek	art.	The	elements	were	those	of	the	Near	East	(not	exactly	what	we	think	of	as	the	"Orient"	now,	but	remember	the	world	was	a	lot	"smaller"	in	those	days).	The	Archaic	phase	is	best	known	for	the	beginnings	of	realistic	depictions	of	humans	and	monumental
stone	sculptures.	It	was	during	the	Archaic	period	that	the	limestone	kouros	(male)	and	kore	(female)	statues	were	created,	always	depicting	young,	nude,	smiling	persons.	Note:	The	Archaic	and	subsequent	Classical	and	Hellenistic	periods	each	contained	separate	Early,	High,	and	Late	phases	just	like	the	Italian	Renaissance	would	further	on	down
the	road.	Classical	Art	(480-323	BC)	was	created	during	a	"golden	age",	from	the	time	Athens	rose	to	prominence	to	Greek	expansion	and	right	up	until	the	death	of	Alexander	the	Great.	It	was	during	this	period	that	human	statues	became	so	heroically	proportioned.	Of	course,	they	were	reflective	of	Greek	Humanistic	belief	in	the	nobility	of	man	and,
perhaps,	a	desire	to	look	a	bit	like	gods.	They	were	also	the	result	of	the	invention	of	metal	chisels	finally	capable	of	working	marble.	Hellenistic	Art	(323-31	BC)—quite	like	Mannerism—went	a	wee	bit	over	the	top.	By	the	time	Alexander	had	died	and	things	got	chaotic	in	Greece	as	his	empire	broke	apart,	Greek	sculptors	had	mastered	carving
marble.	They	were	so	technically	perfect	that	they	began	to	sculpt	impossibly	heroic	humans.	People	simply	do	not	look	as	flawlessly	symmetrical	or	beautiful	in	real	life	as	those	sculptures	portray,	which	may	explain	why	the	sculptures	remain	so	popular	after	all	these	years.	480-323	BC	The	Classic	period	of	Greek	art	is	what	is	most	often	brought	to
mind	when	thinking	about	the	artistic	achievements	of	that	nation.	However,	how	we	see	that	art	today,	in	its	smooth	white	edifices	and	sculptures,	is	not	what	was	seen	or	intended	at	the	time	it	was	crafted.	Centered	in	the	powerful	and	cosmopolitan	city	of	Athens,	the	art	of	this	culture	and	art	movement	during	this	period	would	influence	the
importance	of	art	for	the	rest	of	time	across	a	myriad	of	cultures.	The	sculpture	and	statuary	of	Classical	Greek	Art	provide	standards	not	only	in	our	art	but	in	how	we	view	the	living	human	body.	Art	History:	Classical	Greek	Art	Origins	and	Historical	Importance:	Classical	Greek	Art	–	Acropolis	of	Athens	Athens	was	established	as	a	great	and
powerful	city-state	after	the	war	with	the	Persians	ended	in	a	Greek	victory	in	479	BC.	Establishing	the	Delian	League,	a	confederation	of	allies	in	the	Grecian	lands	and	islands,	and	maintaining	control	over	the	league	and	its	funds,	led	to	the	eventual	subjugation	of	these	allies	by	the	Athenians.	Having	this	control	over	the	Grecian	peoples	made
Athens	a	very	wealthy	imperial	city.	It	also	became	the	world’s	first	democracy.	“Let	us	dedicate	ourselves	to	what	the	classic	art	of	Greek	wrote	so	many	years	ago:	to	tame	the	savageness	of	man	and	make	gentle	the	life	of	this	world.”		–	Robert	Kenned	Such	wealth	led	to	the	building	of	some	of	the	world’s	most	venerated	buildings.	The	Acropolis,
and	its	most	stately	building,	the	Parthenon,	were	not	only	beautifully	and	harmoniously	designed,	but	they	also	inspired	the	statesmen,	poets,	and	philosophers	of	their	day	to	create	the	building	blocks	of	the	societal	values	we	hold	dear	in	our	time.	Classical	Greek	architecture	was	innovative	in	its	time,	bringing	us	the	Ionic,	Doric,	and	Corinthian
architectural	orders.	Classical	Greek	sculpture	left	behind	the	Kouros	(male)	and	Kore	(female)	figures	of	Ancient	Greece	and	began	to	emphasize	natural	poses,	motion,	and	focused	on	an	appreciation	of	human	anatomy;	particularly	musculature.	We	are	familiar	with	the	statues	and	reliefs	carved	and	hewn	from	limestone	and	marble,	but	sculptors
also	worked	in	bronze,	wood,	bone,	and	ivory.	Bronze	sculptures	followed	the	same	subjects	as	stone	but	were	considered	superior	because	the	value	of	bronze	was	higher	than	that	of	stone.	Bone	and	ivory	carvings	were	used	for	smaller	personal	items.	Classical	Greek	Art	–	Statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	Statues	were	often	painted	and	this	was	seen	as
independent	of	the	sculpting	itself.	Artists	used	bold	colors	to	accentuate	the	hair,	clothing,	and	eyes	of	the	subject	but	left	the	skin	in	its	stone	form.	Metal	adornments	and	jewelry	were	added	as	well.	Painters	of	the	era	mastered	new	techniques	such	as	linear	perspective,	chiaroscuro	(shading	technique),	trompe	l’oeil	(three	dimensional),	optical
fusion	(similar	to	pointillism,	but	with	lines	instead	of	dots)	and	graphical	perspective.	Unfortunately,	what	Pliny	recorded	as	the	highest	art,	panel	paintings,	did	not	survive.	However,	many	frescoes	did	as	they	decorated	public	buildings	and	places	of	worship.	Classic	art	of	Greek	was	about	lovers	of	the	beautiful,	yet	simple	in	our	tastes,	and	we
cultivate	the	mind	without	loss	of	manliness.”		–	Thucydides	Pottery,	which	had	been	previously	quite	renowned	in	both	the	black	figure	and	red	figure	styles,	went	into	decline	during	this	period.	The	only	innovation	to	come	out	of	the	period	in	regards	to	pottery	was	the	introduction	of	the	White	Ground	technique	which	added	a	painted	on	clay	white
background.	Following	this,	no	new	techniques	were	brought	forth.	Classical	Greek	Art	Key	Highlights:	The	period	of	Classical	Greece	was	the	first	in	which	artists	were	commonly	credited	with	their	works.	The	Parthenon	housed	a	massive	gold	and	ivory	statue	of	the	goddess	Athena.	Much	of	what	we	know	about	this	period	in	art	comes	from
literature	and	historical	writings	from	the	era,	such	as	those	of	Pliny.	Sadly,	we	do	not	get	to	see	what	would	have	been	awe-inspiring,	colossal	pieces	that	solidified	mythological	beliefs	and	celebrated	political	victories.	Praxiteles,	an	Athenian	sculptor,	introduced	the	first	modest	female	nudes.	They	had	been	previously	draped	in	cloth,	but	his
Aphrodite	of	Knidos	was	nude	with	her	hand	modestly	covering	herself	standing	next	to	a	draped	cloth.	The	foundation	of	art	history	is	credited	to	the	school	at	Sicyon	in	the	Peloponnese,	which	was	recognized	as	an	artistic	institution	of	learning	focusing	on	the	cumulative	knowledge	of	art	up	to	that	era.	The	chryselephantine	sculpture	was	a	highly
regarded	form	of	art.	The	technique	involved	carving	thin	sheets	of	ivory	to	represent	flesh	and	gold	to	represent	hair,	eyes,	and	garments.	Sometimes	jewels	were	used	in	place	of	gold	for	the	eyes.	The	giant	statues	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	and	Athena	Parthenos	were	created	by	Phidias	using	this	type	of	sculpture.	Reliefs	and	statues	were	prevalent	and
prominent	in	Athenian	cemeteries	and	depicted	love	ones	interacting	with	family	during	their	lives,	or	showed	a	scene	of	a	family	saying	goodbye	to	the	deceased.	These	emotionally	moving	displays	are	rendered	realistically	and	naturalistically.	Classical	Greek	Art	Top	Works:	Acropolis	–	including	the	Parthenon	Statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	Athena
Parthenos	Aphrodite	of	Knidos	Charioteer	of	Delphi	Temple	at	Bassae,	Arcadia	Leonidas,	King	of	Sparta	(sculpture)	Youth	of	Antikythera	Tomb	of	the	Diver	at	Paestum	Great	Tomb	at	Verfina	[html_block	id=”9712″]	[html_block	id=”9474″]	480-323	BC	The	Classic	period	of	Greek	art	is	what	is	most	often	brought	to	mind	when	thinking	about	the
artistic	achievements	of	that	nation.	However,	how	we	see	that	art	today,	in	its	smooth	white	edifices	and	sculptures,	is	not	what	was	seen	or	intended	at	the	time	it	was	crafted.	Centered	in	the	powerful	and	cosmopolitan	city	of	Athens,	the	art	of	this	culture	and	art	movement	during	this	period	would	influence	the	importance	of	art	for	the	rest	of
time	across	a	myriad	of	cultures.	The	sculpture	and	statuary	of	Classical	Greek	Art	provide	standards	not	only	in	our	art	but	in	how	we	view	the	living	human	body.	Art	History:	Classical	Greek	Art	Origins	and	Historical	Importance:	Classical	Greek	Art	–	Acropolis	of	Athens	Athens	was	established	as	a	great	and	powerful	city-state	after	the	war	with
the	Persians	ended	in	a	Greek	victory	in	479	BC.	Establishing	the	Delian	League,	a	confederation	of	allies	in	the	Grecian	lands	and	islands,	and	maintaining	control	over	the	league	and	its	funds,	led	to	the	eventual	subjugation	of	these	allies	by	the	Athenians.	Having	this	control	over	the	Grecian	peoples	made	Athens	a	very	wealthy	imperial	city.	It	also
became	the	world’s	first	democracy.	“Let	us	dedicate	ourselves	to	what	the	classic	art	of	Greek	wrote	so	many	years	ago:	to	tame	the	savageness	of	man	and	make	gentle	the	life	of	this	world.”		–	Robert	Kenned	Such	wealth	led	to	the	building	of	some	of	the	world’s	most	venerated	buildings.	The	Acropolis,	and	its	most	stately	building,	the	Parthenon,
were	not	only	beautifully	and	harmoniously	designed,	but	they	also	inspired	the	statesmen,	poets,	and	philosophers	of	their	day	to	create	the	building	blocks	of	the	societal	values	we	hold	dear	in	our	time.	Classical	Greek	architecture	was	innovative	in	its	time,	bringing	us	the	Ionic,	Doric,	and	Corinthian	architectural	orders.	Classical	Greek	sculpture
left	behind	the	Kouros	(male)	and	Kore	(female)	figures	of	Ancient	Greece	and	began	to	emphasize	natural	poses,	motion,	and	focused	on	an	appreciation	of	human	anatomy;	particularly	musculature.	We	are	familiar	with	the	statues	and	reliefs	carved	and	hewn	from	limestone	and	marble,	but	sculptors	also	worked	in	bronze,	wood,	bone,	and	ivory.
Bronze	sculptures	followed	the	same	subjects	as	stone	but	were	considered	superior	because	the	value	of	bronze	was	higher	than	that	of	stone.	Bone	and	ivory	carvings	were	used	for	smaller	personal	items.	Classical	Greek	Art	–	Statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	Statues	were	often	painted	and	this	was	seen	as	independent	of	the	sculpting	itself.	Artists	used
bold	colors	to	accentuate	the	hair,	clothing,	and	eyes	of	the	subject	but	left	the	skin	in	its	stone	form.	Metal	adornments	and	jewelry	were	added	as	well.	Painters	of	the	era	mastered	new	techniques	such	as	linear	perspective,	chiaroscuro	(shading	technique),	trompe	l’oeil	(three	dimensional),	optical	fusion	(similar	to	pointillism,	but	with	lines	instead
of	dots)	and	graphical	perspective.	Unfortunately,	what	Pliny	recorded	as	the	highest	art,	panel	paintings,	did	not	survive.	However,	many	frescoes	did	as	they	decorated	public	buildings	and	places	of	worship.	Classic	art	of	Greek	was	about	lovers	of	the	beautiful,	yet	simple	in	our	tastes,	and	we	cultivate	the	mind	without	loss	of	manliness.”		–
Thucydides	Pottery,	which	had	been	previously	quite	renowned	in	both	the	black	figure	and	red	figure	styles,	went	into	decline	during	this	period.	The	only	innovation	to	come	out	of	the	period	in	regards	to	pottery	was	the	introduction	of	the	White	Ground	technique	which	added	a	painted	on	clay	white	background.	Following	this,	no	new	techniques
were	brought	forth.	Classical	Greek	Art	Key	Highlights:	The	period	of	Classical	Greece	was	the	first	in	which	artists	were	commonly	credited	with	their	works.	The	Parthenon	housed	a	massive	gold	and	ivory	statue	of	the	goddess	Athena.	Much	of	what	we	know	about	this	period	in	art	comes	from	literature	and	historical	writings	from	the	era,	such	as
those	of	Pliny.	Sadly,	we	do	not	get	to	see	what	would	have	been	awe-inspiring,	colossal	pieces	that	solidified	mythological	beliefs	and	celebrated	political	victories.	Praxiteles,	an	Athenian	sculptor,	introduced	the	first	modest	female	nudes.	They	had	been	previously	draped	in	cloth,	but	his	Aphrodite	of	Knidos	was	nude	with	her	hand	modestly
covering	herself	standing	next	to	a	draped	cloth.	The	foundation	of	art	history	is	credited	to	the	school	at	Sicyon	in	the	Peloponnese,	which	was	recognized	as	an	artistic	institution	of	learning	focusing	on	the	cumulative	knowledge	of	art	up	to	that	era.	The	chryselephantine	sculpture	was	a	highly	regarded	form	of	art.	The	technique	involved	carving
thin	sheets	of	ivory	to	represent	flesh	and	gold	to	represent	hair,	eyes,	and	garments.	Sometimes	jewels	were	used	in	place	of	gold	for	the	eyes.	The	giant	statues	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	and	Athena	Parthenos	were	created	by	Phidias	using	this	type	of	sculpture.	Reliefs	and	statues	were	prevalent	and	prominent	in	Athenian	cemeteries	and	depicted	love
ones	interacting	with	family	during	their	lives,	or	showed	a	scene	of	a	family	saying	goodbye	to	the	deceased.	These	emotionally	moving	displays	are	rendered	realistically	and	naturalistically.	Classical	Greek	Art	Top	Works:	Acropolis	–	including	the	Parthenon	Statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	Athena	Parthenos	Aphrodite	of	Knidos	Charioteer	of	Delphi
Temple	at	Bassae,	Arcadia	Leonidas,	King	of	Sparta	(sculpture)	Youth	of	Antikythera	Tomb	of	the	Diver	at	Paestum	Great	Tomb	at	Verfina	[html_block	id=”9712″]	[html_block	id=”9474″]	480-323	BC	The	Classic	period	of	Greek	art	is	what	is	most	often	brought	to	mind	when	thinking	about	the	artistic	achievements	of	that	nation.	However,	how	we	see
that	art	today,	in	its	smooth	white	edifices	and	sculptures,	is	not	what	was	seen	or	intended	at	the	time	it	was	crafted.	Centered	in	the	powerful	and	cosmopolitan	city	of	Athens,	the	art	of	this	culture	and	art	movement	during	this	period	would	influence	the	importance	of	art	for	the	rest	of	time	across	a	myriad	of	cultures.	The	sculpture	and	statuary	of
Classical	Greek	Art	provide	standards	not	only	in	our	art	but	in	how	we	view	the	living	human	body.	Art	History:	Classical	Greek	Art	Origins	and	Historical	Importance:	Classical	Greek	Art	–	Acropolis	of	Athens	Athens	was	established	as	a	great	and	powerful	city-state	after	the	war	with	the	Persians	ended	in	a	Greek	victory	in	479	BC.	Establishing	the
Delian	League,	a	confederation	of	allies	in	the	Grecian	lands	and	islands,	and	maintaining	control	over	the	league	and	its	funds,	led	to	the	eventual	subjugation	of	these	allies	by	the	Athenians.	Having	this	control	over	the	Grecian	peoples	made	Athens	a	very	wealthy	imperial	city.	It	also	became	the	world’s	first	democracy.	“Let	us	dedicate	ourselves
to	what	the	classic	art	of	Greek	wrote	so	many	years	ago:	to	tame	the	savageness	of	man	and	make	gentle	the	life	of	this	world.”		–	Robert	Kenned	Such	wealth	led	to	the	building	of	some	of	the	world’s	most	venerated	buildings.	The	Acropolis,	and	its	most	stately	building,	the	Parthenon,	were	not	only	beautifully	and	harmoniously	designed,	but	they
also	inspired	the	statesmen,	poets,	and	philosophers	of	their	day	to	create	the	building	blocks	of	the	societal	values	we	hold	dear	in	our	time.	Classical	Greek	architecture	was	innovative	in	its	time,	bringing	us	the	Ionic,	Doric,	and	Corinthian	architectural	orders.	Classical	Greek	sculpture	left	behind	the	Kouros	(male)	and	Kore	(female)	figures	of
Ancient	Greece	and	began	to	emphasize	natural	poses,	motion,	and	focused	on	an	appreciation	of	human	anatomy;	particularly	musculature.	We	are	familiar	with	the	statues	and	reliefs	carved	and	hewn	from	limestone	and	marble,	but	sculptors	also	worked	in	bronze,	wood,	bone,	and	ivory.	Bronze	sculptures	followed	the	same	subjects	as	stone	but
were	considered	superior	because	the	value	of	bronze	was	higher	than	that	of	stone.	Bone	and	ivory	carvings	were	used	for	smaller	personal	items.	Classical	Greek	Art	–	Statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	Statues	were	often	painted	and	this	was	seen	as	independent	of	the	sculpting	itself.	Artists	used	bold	colors	to	accentuate	the	hair,	clothing,	and	eyes	of	the
subject	but	left	the	skin	in	its	stone	form.	Metal	adornments	and	jewelry	were	added	as	well.	Painters	of	the	era	mastered	new	techniques	such	as	linear	perspective,	chiaroscuro	(shading	technique),	trompe	l’oeil	(three	dimensional),	optical	fusion	(similar	to	pointillism,	but	with	lines	instead	of	dots)	and	graphical	perspective.	Unfortunately,	what
Pliny	recorded	as	the	highest	art,	panel	paintings,	did	not	survive.	However,	many	frescoes	did	as	they	decorated	public	buildings	and	places	of	worship.	Classic	art	of	Greek	was	about	lovers	of	the	beautiful,	yet	simple	in	our	tastes,	and	we	cultivate	the	mind	without	loss	of	manliness.”		–	Thucydides	Pottery,	which	had	been	previously	quite	renowned
in	both	the	black	figure	and	red	figure	styles,	went	into	decline	during	this	period.	The	only	innovation	to	come	out	of	the	period	in	regards	to	pottery	was	the	introduction	of	the	White	Ground	technique	which	added	a	painted	on	clay	white	background.	Following	this,	no	new	techniques	were	brought	forth.	Classical	Greek	Art	Key	Highlights:	The
period	of	Classical	Greece	was	the	first	in	which	artists	were	commonly	credited	with	their	works.	The	Parthenon	housed	a	massive	gold	and	ivory	statue	of	the	goddess	Athena.	Much	of	what	we	know	about	this	period	in	art	comes	from	literature	and	historical	writings	from	the	era,	such	as	those	of	Pliny.	Sadly,	we	do	not	get	to	see	what	would	have
been	awe-inspiring,	colossal	pieces	that	solidified	mythological	beliefs	and	celebrated	political	victories.	Praxiteles,	an	Athenian	sculptor,	introduced	the	first	modest	female	nudes.	They	had	been	previously	draped	in	cloth,	but	his	Aphrodite	of	Knidos	was	nude	with	her	hand	modestly	covering	herself	standing	next	to	a	draped	cloth.	The	foundation	of
art	history	is	credited	to	the	school	at	Sicyon	in	the	Peloponnese,	which	was	recognized	as	an	artistic	institution	of	learning	focusing	on	the	cumulative	knowledge	of	art	up	to	that	era.	The	chryselephantine	sculpture	was	a	highly	regarded	form	of	art.	The	technique	involved	carving	thin	sheets	of	ivory	to	represent	flesh	and	gold	to	represent	hair,
eyes,	and	garments.	Sometimes	jewels	were	used	in	place	of	gold	for	the	eyes.	The	giant	statues	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	and	Athena	Parthenos	were	created	by	Phidias	using	this	type	of	sculpture.	Reliefs	and	statues	were	prevalent	and	prominent	in	Athenian	cemeteries	and	depicted	love	ones	interacting	with	family	during	their	lives,	or	showed	a	scene	of
a	family	saying	goodbye	to	the	deceased.	These	emotionally	moving	displays	are	rendered	realistically	and	naturalistically.	Classical	Greek	Art	Top	Works:	Acropolis	–	including	the	Parthenon	Statue	of	Zeus	at	Olympia	Athena	Parthenos	Aphrodite	of	Knidos	Charioteer	of	Delphi	Temple	at	Bassae,	Arcadia	Leonidas,	King	of	Sparta	(sculpture)	Youth	of
Antikythera	Tomb	of	the	Diver	at	Paestum	Great	Tomb	at	Verfina	[html_block	id=”9712″]	[html_block	id=”9474″]	In	order	to	continue	enjoying	our	site,	we	ask	that	you	confirm	your	identity	as	a	human.	Thank	you	very	much	for	your	cooperation.	Part	of	a	series	on	theCulture	of	Greece	History	Ancient	regions	and	tribes	Byzantine	and	Ottoman
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hockey	Modern	Olympics	(1896,	1906,	2004)	Rugby	league	Monuments	World	Heritage	Sites	Symbols	Flag	Coat	of	arms	National	anthem	Greece	portalvte	Part	of	a	series	on	theHistory	of	Greek	art	Greek	Bronze	Age	Aegean	art	Cycladic	art	Minoan	art	Minoan	pottery	Mycenaean	art	Mycenaean	pottery	Protogeometric	art	Ancient	Greece	Geometric
art	Archaic	Greek	art	Ancient	Greek	art	Ancient	Greek	architecture	Ancient	Greek	pottery	Ancient	Greek	sculpture	Hellenistic	art	see	also:	Greco-Buddhist	art	Medieval	Greece	Byzantine	art	Byzantine	Iconoclasm	Macedonian	art	Post-Byzantine	Greece	Cretan	school	Heptanese	school	Modern	Greece	Modern	Greek	art	Modern	Greek	architecture
Munich	School	Contemporary	Greek	art	vte	Greek	art	began	in	the	Cycladic	and	Minoan	civilization,	and	gave	birth	to	Western	classical	art	in	the	subsequent	Geometric,	Archaic	and	Classical	periods	(with	further	developments	during	the	Hellenistic	Period).	It	absorbed	influences	of	Eastern	civilizations,	of	Roman	art	and	its	patrons,	and	the	new
religion	of	Orthodox	Christianity	in	the	Byzantine	era	and	absorbed	Italian	and	European	ideas	during	the	period	of	Romanticism	(with	the	invigoration	of	the	Greek	Revolution),	until	the	Modernist	and	Postmodernist.	Greek	art	is	mainly	five	forms:	architecture,	sculpture,	painting,	pottery	and	jewelry	making.	Further	information:	Cycladic	art,
Minoan	civilization,	Mycenean	Greece,	Archaic	Greek	art,	Ancient	Greek	art,	Ancient	Greek	sculpture,	Ancient	Greek	pottery,	and	Hellenistic	art	The	Stag	Hunt	Mosaic	at	the	Archaeological	Museum	of	Pella	(3rd	BC)	Artistic	production	in	Greece	began	in	the	prehistoric	pre-Greek	Cycladic	and	the	Minoan	civilizations,	both	of	which	were	influenced
by	local	traditions	and	the	art	of	ancient	Egypt.	There	are	three	scholarly	divisions	of	the	stages	of	later	ancient	Greek	art	that	correspond	roughly	with	historical	periods	of	the	same	names.	These	are	the	Archaic,	the	Classical	and	the	Hellenistic.	The	Archaic	period	is	usually	dated	from	1000	BC.	The	Persian	Wars	of	480	BC	to	448	BC	are	usually
taken	as	the	dividing	line	between	the	Archaic	and	the	Classical	periods,	and	the	death	of	Alexander	the	Great	in	323	BC	is	regarded	as	the	event	separating	the	Classical	from	the	Hellenistic	period.	Of	course,	different	forms	of	art	developed	at	different	speeds	in	different	parts	of	the	Greek	world,	and	varied	to	a	degree	from	artist	to	artist.[1]	There
was	a	sharp	transition	from	one	period	to	another.	The	art	of	ancient	Greece	has	exercised	an	enormous	influence	on	the	culture	of	many	countries	from	ancient	times	until	the	present,	particularly	in	the	areas	of	sculpture	and	architecture.	In	the	West,	the	art	of	the	Roman	Empire	was	largely	derived	from	Greek	models.	In	the	East,	Alexander	the
Great's	conquests	initiated	several	centuries	of	exchange	between	Greek,	Central	Asian	and	Indian	cultures,	resulting	in	Greco-Buddhist	art,	with	ramifications	as	far	as	Japan.	Following	the	Renaissance	in	Europe,	the	humanist	aesthetic	and	the	high	technical	standards	of	Greek	art	inspired	generations	of	European	artists.	Pottery	was	either	blue
with	black	designs	or	black	with	blue	designs.	Main	articles:	Byzantine	art	and	Macedonian	art	(Byzantine)	Mosaic	of	Daphni	Monastery	(ca.	1100)	Byzantine	art	is	the	term	created	for	the	Eastern	Roman	Empire	from	about	the	5th	century	until	the	fall	of	Constantinople	in	1453.	(The	Roman	Empire	during	this	period	is	conventionally	known	as	the
Byzantine	Empire.)	The	term	can	also	be	used	for	the	art	of	states	which	were	contemporary	with	the	Byzantine	Empire	and	shared	a	common	culture	with	it,	without	actually	being	part	of	it,	such	as	Bulgaria,	or	Russia,	and	also	Venice,	which	had	close	ties	to	the	Byzantine	Empire	despite	being	in	other	respects	part	of	western	European	culture.	It
can	also	be	used	for	the	art	of	people	of	the	former	Byzantine	Empire	under	the	rule	of	Ottoman	Empire	after	1453.	In	some	respects,	the	Byzantine	artistic	tradition	has	continued	in	Russia	and	other	Eastern	Orthodox	countries	to	the	present	day.[2]	Byzantine	art	grew	from	the	art	of	ancient	Greece	and,	at	least	before	1453,	never	lost	sight	of	its
classical	heritage,	but	was	distinguished	from	it	in	a	number	of	ways.	The	most	profound	of	these	was	that	the	humanist	ethic	of	ancient	Greek	art	was	replaced	by	the	Christian	ethic.	If	the	purpose	of	classical	art	was	the	glorification	of	man,	the	purpose	of	Byzantine	art	was	the	glorification	of	God.	In	place	of	the	nude,	the	figures	of	God	the	Father,
Jesus	Christ,	the	Virgin	Mary	and	the	saints	and	martyrs	of	Christian	tradition	were	elevated	and	became	the	dominant	-	indeed	almost	exclusive	-	focus	of	Byzantine	art.	One	of	the	most	important	forms	of	Byzantine	art	was,	and	still	is,	the	Cretan	school	as	the	leading	school	of	Greek	post-Byzantine	painting	after	Crete	fell	to	the	Ottomans	in	1669.
Like	the	Cretan	school,	it	combined	Byzantine	traditions	with	an	increasing	Western	European	artistic	influence,	and	also	saw	the	first	signiand	the	National	Gallery	of	Art	in	Washington,	D.C.[3]	Main	articles:	Cretan	School,	Heptanese	School	(painting),	and	Modern	Greek	art	St	Theodora	icon	by	Emmanuel	Tzanes,	an	example	of	the	Cretan	School
Ηistoria	(Allegory	of	History)	by	Nikolaos	Gyzis	(1892)	Athena	column	by	Leonidas	Drosis	in	front	of	the	Academy	of	Athens	(modern)	Cretan	School	describes	the	school	of	icon	painting,	also	known	as	Post-Byzantine	art,	which	flourished	while	Crete	was	under	Venetian	rule	during	the	late	Middle	Ages,	reaching	its	climax	after	the	Fall	of
Constantinople,	becoming	the	central	force	in	Greek	painting	during	the	15th,	16th	and	17th	centuries.	The	Cretan	artists	developed	a	particular	style	of	painting	under	the	influence	of	both	Eastern	and	Western	artistic	traditions	and	movements;	the	most	famous	product	of	the	school,	El	Greco,	was	the	most	successful	of	the	many	artists	who	tried	to
build	a	career	in	Western	Europe,	and	also	the	one	who	left	the	Byzantine	style	farthest	behind	him	in	his	later	career.	The	Heptanese	School	of	painting	(Greek:	Επτανησιακή	Σχολή,	lit. 'The	School	of	the	seven	islands',	also	known	as	the	Ionian	Islands'	School)	succeeded	the	Cretan	School	as	the	leading	school	of	Greek	post-Byzantine	painting	after
Crete	fell	to	the	Ottomans	in	1669.	Like	the	Cretan	school	it	combined	Byzantine	traditions	with	an	increasing	Western	European	artistic	influence,	and	also	saw	the	first	significant	depiction	of	secular	subjects.	The	school	was	based	in	the	Ionian	Islands,	which	were	not	part	of	Ottoman	Greece,	from	the	middle	of	the	17th	century	until	the	middle	of
the	19th	century.[4]	Modern	Greek	art,	after	the	establishment	of	the	Greek	Kingdom,	began	to	be	developed	around	the	time	of	Romanticism.	Greek	artists	absorbed	many	elements	from	their	European	colleagues,	resulting	in	the	culmination	of	the	distinctive	style	of	Greek	Romantic	art,	inspired	by	revolutionary	ideals	as	well	as	the	country's
geography	and	history.	After	centuries	of	Ottoman	rule,	few	opportunities	for	an	education	in	the	arts	existed	in	the	newly	independent	Greece,	so	studying	abroad	was	imperative	for	artists.	Munich,	as	an	important	international	center	for	the	arts	at	that	time,	was	the	place	where	the	majority	of	the	Greek	artists	of	the	19th	century	chose	to	study.
Later	on,	they	would	return	to	Greece	and	pass	on	their	knowledge.	Both	academic	and	personal	bonds	developed	between	early	Greek	painters	and	Munich	artistry	giving	birth	to	the	Greek	"Munich	School"	(Greek	academic	art	of	the	19th	century).	Nikolaos	Gysis	was	an	important	teacher	and	artist	at	the	Munich	Academy	and	he	soon	became	a
leading	figure	among	Greek	artists.	Many	of	these	Munich	School	artists	chose	subjects	such	as	everyday	Greek	life,	local	customs,	and	living	conditions.	Several	important	painters	emerged	at	this	time.	Theodoros	Vryzakis	specialized	in	historical	painting	and	especially	inspired	by	the	1821	Greek	War	of	Independence.	Nikiphoros	Lytras
concentrated	on	realistic	depictions	of	Greek	life.	Georgios	Jakobides	devoted	his	attention	to	infants	and	children	and	he	would	laterbecome	the	first	Director	of	the	new	National	Gallery	of	Athens.	Georgios	Roilos	was	another	leading	painter	of	the	period	closely	associated	with	the	Munich	School,	especially	in	his	early	career.	Konstantinos
Volanakis	was	inspired	mostly	by	the	Greek	sea.[5]	Other	notable	painters	of	the	era	are	Theodore	Ralli,	Ioannis	Altamouras	and	the	folk	painter	Theofilos	Hatzimichail.	Notable	sculptors	of	the	era	are	Leonidas	Drosis	(his	major	work	was	the	extensive	neo-classical	architectural	ornament	at	the	Academy	of	Athens,	Lazaros	Sochos,	Georgios	Vitalis,
Dimitrios	Filippotis,	Ioannis	Kossos,	Yannoulis	Chalepas,	Georgios	Bonanos	and	Lazaros	Fytalis.	See	also:	List	of	museums	in	Greece	Acropolis	Museum	National	Archaeological	Museum,	Athens	National	Gallery	(Athens)	Byzantine	and	Christian	Museum	National	Museum	of	Contemporary	Art,	Athens	Benaki	Museum	Goulandris	Museum	of	Cycladic
Art	Stoa	of	Attalos	Numismatic	Museum	of	Athens	Archaeological	Museum	of	Piraeus	Archaeological	Museum	of	Thessaloniki	Museum	of	Byzantine	Culture	Heraklion	Archaeological	Museum	Archaeological	Museum	of	Chania	Agia	Triada	Monastery	Archaeological	Museum	of	Corfu	Byzantine	Museum	of	Antivouniotissa	Archaeological	Museum	of
Patras	Archaeological	Museum	of	Volos	Archaeological	Museum	of	Dion	Archaeological	Museum	of	Amphipolis	Archaeological	Museum	of	Pella	Archaeological	Museum	of	Veroia	Archaeological	Museum	of	Thasos	Archaeological	Museum	of	Delos	Archaeological	Museum	of	Rhodes	Archaeological	Museum	of	Epidaurus	Archaeological	Museum	of
Olympia	Delphi	Archaeological	Museum	Nea	Moni	of	Chios	Florina	Museum	of	Modern	Art	History	of	Greece	Culture	of	Greece	Modern	Greek	art	Byzantine	and	Christian	Museum	^	Henri	Stierlin.	Greece:	From	Mycenae	to	the	Parthenon.	Taschen,	2004.	^	C.	Mango,	ed.,	The	art	of	the	Byzantine	Empire,	312-1453:	sources	and	documents	(Inglewood
Cliffs,	1972)	^	"Theodoros	Stamos".	Toomey-tourell.com.	2021-03-08.	Retrieved	2021-03-19.	^	"archive.gr	-	Διαδρομές	στην	Νεοελληνική	Τέχνη".	Archived	from	the	original	on	September	27,	2007.	^	"Archived	copy"	(PDF).	Archived	from	the	original	(PDF)	on	2011-06-06.	Retrieved	2007-02-06.{{cite	web}}:	CS1	maint:	archived	copy	as	title	(link)
Wikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Art	of	Greece.	Ancient	Greece	website	Art	History	Resources	on	the	Web:	Greek	Art	Archived	2016-03-07	at	the	Wayback	Machine	A	History	of	Greek	Art	by	Frank	Bigelow	Tarbell	A	History	Of	Greek	Art	by	F.	B.	Tarbell	Byzantine	Art	Charles	Diehl	National	Gallery	of	Athens	Modern	Greek	Painters	Retrieved
from	"	After	the	defeat	of	the	Persians	in	479	B.C.,	Athens	dominated	Greece	politically,	economically,	and	culturally.	The	Athenians	organized	a	confederacy	of	allies	to	ensure	the	freedom	of	the	Greek	cities	in	the	Aegean	islands	and	on	the	coast	of	Asia	Minor.	Members	of	the	so-called	Delian	League	provided	either	ships	or	a	fixed	sum	of	money
that	was	kept	in	a	treasury	on	the	island	of	Delos,	sacred	to	Apollo.	With	control	of	the	funds	and	a	strong	fleet,	Athens	gradually	transformed	the	originally	voluntary	members	of	the	League	into	subjects.	By	454/453	B.C.,	when	the	treasury	was	moved	from	Delos	to	the	Athenian	Akropolis,	the	city	had	become	a	wealthy	imperial	power.	It	had	also
developed	into	the	first	democracy.	All	adult	male	citizens	participated	in	the	elections	and	meetings	of	the	assembly,	which	served	as	both	the	seat	of	government	and	a	court	of	law.Perikles	(r.	ca.	461–429	B.C.),	the	most	creative	and	adroit	statesman	of	the	third	quarter	of	the	fifth	century	B.C.,	transformed	the	Akropolis	into	a	lasting	monument	to
Athen’s	newfound	political	and	economic	power.	Dedicated	to	Athena,	the	city’s	patron	goddess,	the	Parthenon	epitomizes	the	architectural	and	sculptural	grandeur	of	Perikles’	building	program.	Inside	the	magnificent	Doric	temple	stood	the	colossal	gold-and-ivory	statue	of	Athena	made	by	the	Greek	sculptor	Pheidias.	The	building	itself	was
constructed	entirely	of	marble	and	richly	embellished	with	sculpture,	some	of	the	finest	examples	of	the	high	Classical	style	of	the	mid-fifth	century	B.C.	Its	sculptural	decoration	has	had	a	major	impact	on	other	works	of	art,	from	its	own	day	to	the	present	().Greek	artists	of	the	fifth	and	fourth	centuries	B.C.	attained	a	manner	of	representation	that
conveys	a	vitality	of	life	as	well	as	a	sense	of	permanence,	clarity,	and	harmony.	Polykleitos	of	Argos	was	particularly	famous	for	formulating	a	system	of	proportions	that	achieved	this	artistic	effect	and	allowed	others	to	reproduce	it.	His	treatise,	the	Canon,	is	now	lost,	but	one	of	his	most	important	sculptural	works,	the	Diadoumenos,	survives	in
numerous	ancient	marble	copies	of	the	bronze	original	().	Bronze,	valued	for	its	tensile	strength	and	lustrous	beauty,	became	the	preferred	medium	for	freestanding	statuary,	although	very	few	bronze	originals	of	the	fifth	century	B.C.	survive.	What	we	know	of	these	famous	sculptures	comes	primarily	from	ancient	literature	and	later	Roman	copies	in
marble	().The	middle	of	the	fifth	century	B.C.	is	often	referred	to	as	the	Golden	Age	of	Greece,	particularly	of	Athens.	Significant	achievements	were	made	in	Attic	vase	painting.	Most	notably,	the	red-figure	technique	superseded	the	black-figure	technique,	and	with	that,	great	strides	were	made	in	portraying	the	human	body,	clothed	or	naked,	at	rest
or	in	motion.	The	work	of	vase	painters,	such	as	Douris,	Makron,	Kleophrades,	and	the	Berlin	Painter	(),	exhibit	exquisitely	rendered	details.Although	the	high	point	of	Classical	expression	was	short-lived,	it	is	important	to	note	that	it	was	forged	during	the	Persian	Wars	(490–479	B.C.)	and	continued	after	the	Peloponnesian	War	(431–404	B.C.)



between	Athens	and	a	league	of	allied	city-states	led	by	Sparta.	The	conflict	continued	intermittently	for	nearly	thirty	years.	Athens	suffered	irreparable	damage	during	the	war	and	a	devastating	plague	that	lasted	over	four	years.	Although	the	city	lost	its	primacy,	its	artistic	importance	continued	unabated	during	the	fourth	century	B.C.	The	elegant,
calligraphic	style	of	late	fifth-century	sculpture	()	was	followed	by	a	sober	grandeur	in	both	freestanding	statues	()	and	many	grave	monuments	().	One	of	the	far-reaching	innovations	in	sculpture	at	this	time,	and	one	of	the	most	celebrated	statues	of	antiquity,	was	the	nude	Aphrodite	of	Knidos,	by	the	Athenian	sculptor	Praxiteles.	Praxiteles’	creation
broke	one	of	the	most	tenacious	conventions	in	Greek	art	in	which	the	female	figure	had	previously	been	shown	draped.	Its	slender	proportions	and	distinctive	contrapposto	stance	became	hallmarks	of	fourth-century	B.C.	Greek	sculpture.	In	architecture,	the	Corinthian—characterized	by	ornate,	vegetal	column	capitals—first	came	into	vogue.	And	for
the	first	time,	artistic	schools	were	established	as	institutions	of	learning.	Among	the	most	famous	was	the	school	at	Sikyon	in	the	Peloponnesos,	which	emphasized	a	cumulative	knowledge	of	art,	the	foundation	of	art	history.	Greek	artists	also	traveled	more	extensively	than	in	previous	centuries.	The	sculptor	Skopas	of	Paros	traveled	throughout	the
eastern	Mediterranean	for	his	commissions,	among	them	the	Mausoleum	at	Halicarnassos,	one	of	the	seven	wonders	of	the	ancient	world.While	Athens	began	to	decline	during	the	fourth	century	B.C.,	the	influence	of	Greek	cities	in	southern	Italy	and	Sicily	spread	to	indigenous	cultures	that	readily	adopted	Greek	styles	and	employed	Greek	artists.
Depictions	of	Athenian	drama,	which	flourished	in	the	fifth	century	with	the	work	of	Aeschylus,	Sophokles,	and	Euripides,	was	an	especially	popular	subject	for	locally	produced	pottery	().During	the	mid-fourth	century	B.C.,	Macedonia	(in	northern	Greece)	became	a	formidable	power	under	Philip	II	(r.	360/359–336	B.C.),	and	the	Macedonian	royal
court	became	the	leading	center	of	Greek	culture.	Philip’s	military	and	political	achievements	ably	served	the	conquests	of	his	son,	Alexander	the	Great	(r.	336–323	B.C.).	Within	eleven	years,	Alexander	subdued	the	Persian	empire	of	western	Asia	and	Egypt,	continuing	into	Central	Asia	as	far	as	the	Indus	River	Valley.	During	his	reign,	Alexander
cultivated	the	arts	as	no	patron	had	done	before	him.	Among	his	retinue	of	artists	was	the	court	sculptor	Lysippos,	arguably	one	of	the	most	important	artists	of	the	fourth	century	B.C.	His	works,	most	notably	his	portraits	of	Alexander	(and	the	work	they	influenced),	inaugurated	many	features	of	Hellenistic	sculpture,	such	as	the	heroic	ruler	portrait
().	When	Alexander	died	in	323	B.C.,	his	successors,	many	of	whom	adopted	this	portrait	type,	divided	up	the	vast	empire	into	smaller	kingdoms	that	transformed	the	political	and	cultural	world	during	the	Hellenistic	period	(ca.	323–31	B.C.).Colette	HemingwayIndependent	ScholarSeán	HemingwayDepartment	of	Greek	and	Roman	Art,	The
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