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Sensory	language	is	a	powerful	tool	in	writing	that	taps	into	our	five	sensessight,	sound,	taste,	touch,	and	smellto	evoke	emotions	and	create	a	vivid	experience	for	the	reader.	Its	not	just	about	adjectives	or	adverbs;	its	about	crafting	sentences	that	conjure	up	imagery	and	sensations	so	real	that	readers	feel	immersed	in	the	world	youre	describing.	This	technique	is	used	across	various	genres,	from	poetry	to	marketing	copy,	to	make	the	content	come	alive	in	the	minds	eye	of	the	audience.	In	this	article,	we	delve	into	the	6	types	of	sensory	language	along	with
some	examples	and	tips	on	how	to	incorporate	the	use	of	sensory	language	into	your	writing.	Whether	you	want	to	write	better	blog	posts,	tell	better	stories,	make	your	ads	more	engaging,	or	something	else	entirely	this	guide	is	going	to	be	an	important	resource	for	you.	We	partner	with	some	pretty	awesome	companies	that	offer	products	and	discounts	that	help	our	audience	achieve	their	goals.	If	you	purchase	through	our	partner	links,	we	may	get	paid	for	the	referral	(at	no	additional	cost	to	you).	Read	ourdisclosurefor	more	info.	Sensory	language,	also
known	as	imagery,	brings	writing	to	life	through	the	use	of	vivid	details	that	evoke	the	five	senses:	sight,	sound,	taste,	touch,	and	smell.	This	type	of	descriptive	language	allows	writers	to	create	a	multisensory	experience	for	their	readers.	Instead	of	simply	telling	the	reader	what	is	happening,	sensory	language	helps	them	visualize	and	feel	the	scene	themselves,	making	it	more	memorable	and	engaging.	Incorporating	sensory	language	into	your	writing	can	elevate	it	from	ordinary	to	extraordinary,	leaving	a	lasting	impact	on	your	audience.	Sensory	language
is	the	key	to	creating	emotional	connections	with	readers.	By	describing	the	world	in	a	way	that	can	be	experienced	with	the	senses,	writers	engage	their	audience	on	a	deeper	level.	This	is	crucial	in	character	development,	setting	the	scene,	and	guiding	the	emotional	undertones	of	a	narrative.	Moreover,	sensory	language	heightens	realism.	Think	of	a	familiar	smell	or	sound	that	instantly	brings	back	a	memory.	In	the	same	way,	sensory	language	creates	a	world	that	the	reader	can	recognize	and	relate	to.	In	conjunction	with	figurative	language	like
metaphors	and	similes,	it	can	also	be	one	of	the	most	effective	tools	for	setting	mood	and	tone.	To	better	understand	the	impact	of	sensory	language,	lets	compare	two	pieces	of	writing	that	describe	a	forest:	The	trees	were	tall	and	lush.	The	air	was	hot	and	humid.	Sensory	Writing	The	towering	pine	trees	reached	towards	the	sky,	their	branches	rustling	in	the	gentle	breeze.	The	air	was	filled	with	the	earthy	scent	of	damp	soil	and	the	sound	of	birds	chirping	in	the	distance.	Can	you	see	and	feel	the	difference	between	these	two	descriptions?	The	sensory
writing	transports	you	into	the	scene,	allowing	you	to	experience	it	for	yourself.	Each	sense	adds	a	unique	layer	to	your	prose.	Lets	look	at	the	different	senses	and	how	they	can	be	employed	to	enrich	your	writing.	Definition:	Descriptions	that	conjure	images	in	the	readers	mind.	Example:	The	sky	was	a	brilliant	sapphire	as	the	sun	dipped	below	the	horizon.	Visual	sensory	language	refers	to	is	perhaps	the	most	common	type	of	sensory	language,	but	dont	let	that	detract	from	its	power.	A	vivid	description	that	is	also	engaging	visually	can	serve	as	the	anchor
point	of	your	writing.	Definition:	Words	and	phrases	that	describe	sounds.	Example:	The	wail	of	a	distant	train	whistle	permeated	the	silence.	Auditory	language	can	establish	both	setting	and	mood.	Is	the	chirping	of	birds	a	sign	of	a	tranquil	morning,	or	is	it	a	reminder	of	a	character	who	cant	sleep	because	of	a	troubled	mind?	Definition:	Depictions	that	describe	smells.	Example:	The	sweet	fragrance	of	jasmine	wafted	through	the	air.	Scent	can	be	the	most	evocative	of	the	senses,	often	tied	closely	with	memory.	Deploying	olfactory	sensory	language	examples
that	can	be	a	powerful	way	to	unlock	visceral	responses	from	your	readers.	Definition:	Words	that	evoke	taste.	Example:	The	soup	was	savory,	a	robust	blend	of	herbs	and	seasonings.	Though	less	commonly	used,	the	sense	of	taste	can	provide	an	intimate	touch	to	your	writing,	often	able	to	convey	sensations	of	comfort	and	nostalgia.	It	can	be	especially	effective	in	food	writing,	but	dont	be	afraid	to	experiment	in	other	genres	as	well.	Definition:	Text	that	conveys	a	sense	of	touch.	Example:	The	velvety	petals	of	the	rose	felt	cool	against	her	skin.	Incorporating
tactile	language	allows	your	readers	to	feel	the	world	youve	created,	touching	and	being	touched	by	the	story	in	a	profound,	almost	intimate	way.	Its	a	way	to	make	them	experience	the	story	rather	than	just	reading	it.	Definition:	Words	that	represent	movement	and	physical	sensations.	Example:	His	heart	raced	faster	with	each	step	he	took.	Kinesthetic	language	can	add	dynamism	and	movement	to	your	writing,	making	it	more	immersive.	Through	carefully	chosen	words,	you	can	make	your	readers	feel	like	they	are	part	of	the	action,	experiencing	it
alongside	your	characters.	To	truly	grasp	the	impact	and	versatility	of	sensory	language,	lets	examine	excerpts	from	literature	that	skillfully	utilize	these	techniques.	Ding	dong!	The	church	bell	had	tolled	thirty	years,	and	still	they	tolled	on.	Ding	Dong	merrily,	ding	dong.	The	fluid	toiled	on;	the	silent	river	heaved;	the	dark,	deep,	gloomy	night	encompassed	the	city.	This	excerpt	from	the	opening	of	A	Tale	of	Two	Cities	not	only	creates	auditory	imagery	with	the	sound	of	the	church	bell	but	also	conjures	up	visual	imagery	with	the	description	of	the	city	at	night.
120	is	loud,	but	its	that	metasoft,	like	being	in	the	sun,	only	better.	Pickish,	coming	down,	and	quenching.	Quenching.	Then	124.	Loud	and	long	and	such	a	haul	on	the	last	one	you	laugh,	and	then	125	means	the	white	folks	or	the	police	are	coming.	The	loudest	stuff	comes	out	the	bell	of	125.	All	of	it.	Here,	auditory	language	is	used	to	describe	the	sounds	of	numbers	being	shouted	out.	These	descriptions	are	an	integral	part	of	the	novels	narrative	structure.	Now	that	we	understand	the	various	types	of	sensory	language,	how	can	we	use	them	effectively	in	our
writing?	Instead	of	simply	stating	that	a	character	is	feeling	sad,	use	sensory	language	to	show	the	reader	how	they	are	experiencing	sadness.	For	example:	Tears	streamed	down	her	face	as	she	hugged	herself	tightly,	trying	to	hold	in	the	sobs.	This	not	only	paints	a	more	vivid	picture	but	also	allows	the	reader	to	feel	the	sadness	alongside	the	character.	Instead	of	using	generic	or	overused	words	like	good	or	bad,	try	to	find	specific	and	evocative	words	that	convey	a	certain	feeling	or	sensation.	For	example:	Instead	of	saying	The	food	was	delicious,	you	could
say	The	food	was	flavorful	and	satisfying,	leaving	a	lingering	warmth	in	my	mouth.	While	sensory	language	is	a	powerful	tool,	its	important	not	to	overdo	it.	Too	much	of	anything	can	be	overwhelming	and	lose	its	impact.	Use	sensory	language	sparingly	and	strategically,	targeting	moments	that	are	crucial	to	the	story	or	character	development.	Be	mindful	of	the	tone	and	mood	you	are	trying	to	create	when	using	sensory	language.	For	example,	if	youre	writing	a	horror	story,	the	sounds	and	visuals	should	be	dark,	eerie,	and	unsettling	rather	than	warm	and
inviting.	Consistency	is	key	in	creating	a	cohesive	and	immersive	experience	for	the	reader.	Sensory	language	can	be	a	powerful	tool	for	setting	the	scene	and	immersing	your	readers	in	the	world	youve	created.	For	example,	instead	of	simply	stating	that	its	raining,	describe	how	it	feels	and	sounds:	The	rain	pelted	against	the	window,	creating	a	soothing	symphony	of	pitter-patter.	As	with	any	creative	writing	technique,	the	best	way	to	improve	is	through	practice	and	experimentation.	Try	incorporating	different	types	of	sensory	language	in	your	writing	and
see	what	works	best	for	you	and	your	style.	Pay	attention	to	how	it	affects	the	overall	tone	and	mood	of	your	writing,	and	dont	be	afraid	to	revise	and	refine	as	needed.	The	platform	youre	writing	for	will	dictate	the	level	of	sensory	language	you	use.	For	example,	if	youre	writing	a	marketing	email	or	business	proposal,	its	important	to	use	sensory	language	strategically	and	sparingly.	On	the	other	hand,	if	youre	writing	fiction	or	creative	non-fiction,	you	have	more	freedom	to	experiment	with	sensory	language	and	let	your	imagination	run	wild.	Incorporating
sensory	language	in	copywriting	can	be	a	powerful	tool	to	engage	and	persuade	customers.	By	appealing	to	their	senses,	you	can	create	a	more	emotional	connection	with	your	audience	and	make	your	product	or	service	stand	out	amongst	competitors.	In	a	long-form	blog	post,	feel	free	to	expand	on	sensory	details	to	build	the	world	of	your	topic.	On	social	media,	where	space	is	limited,	focus	on	a	couple	of	strong	sensory	moments	to	pique	interest.	In	a	podcast	script,	balance	out	auditory	descriptions	with	engaging	verbal	storytelling	and	possibly	enhance	it
with	some	sound	design	to	give	your	listeners	a	multi-sensory	experience.	In	email	marketing,	sensory	language	can	be	used	to	create	a	sense	of	urgency	or	exclusivity.	For	example:	Dont	miss	out	on	our	limited	edition	holiday	flavor!	The	warm	aroma	and	rich	taste	of	cinnamon	will	transport	you	back	to	cozy	memories	with	loved	ones.	On	social	media	platforms	where	visual	content	is	king,	sensory	language	can	be	used	to	enhance	the	visuals	and	create	a	more	immersive	experience	for	the	audience.	For	example:	Take	a	bite	into	our	new	triple	chocolate
cake	and	let	the	creamy,	decadent	layers	melt	in	your	mouth.	Sensory	language	can	also	be	used	in	captions	to	create	a	more	emotive	and	engaging	message,	rather	than	simply	stating	facts	or	information.	Feeling	inspired	to	practice	more	sensory	language	now?	Here	are	some	prompts	to	get	you	started:	Choose	a	setting.	It	could	be	the	beach,	a	bustling	city	square,	or	your	childhood	home.	Write	a	paragraph	about	it,	using	sensory	language	to	immerse	the	reader.	Work	on	character	development.	Describe	one	of	your	characters	entering	a	room	without
saying	who	they	are.	Use	sensory	details	to	convey	their	personality	or	current	emotional	state.	Think	of	a	memory.	It	could	be	either	happy	or	sad.	Use	sensory	language	to	describe	it	as	if	the	reader	is	experiencing	it	alongside	you.	Describe	an	everyday	object.	It	could	be	an	apple	or	a	table	or	a	pen.	Write	a	paragraph	about	its	texture,	smell,	and	sound	when	touched	or	used	in	various	ways.	Imagine	a	place	youve	never	been.	Use	mental	images	to	write	what	you	think	this	place	might	look,	feel,	and	sound	like.	This	mental	practice	will	help	you	start	to	dive
into	the	sensory	details	that	you	need	to	create	vivid	imagery	in	your	writing.	Use	a	thesaurus	to	find	descriptive	words	that	go	beyond	the	simple,	obvious	choices	to	find	the	word	that	best	captures	the	sense	you	want	to	convey.	For	example,	when	you	type	humid	into	thesaurus.com,	youll	find	these	suggested	words:	dank	moist	muggy	oppressive	soggy	steamy	And	so	on.	This	is	a	great	way	to	replace	normal,	overused	words	with	better,	sensory	words.	As	you	become	more	comfortable	with	sensory	language,	give	AI	writing	tools	like	GPT-3	a	whirl	to	beef	up
your	writing.	ChatGPT	can	turn	this:	The	air	was	hot	and	humid.	Into	this:	The	atmosphere	enveloped	us	in	a	sultry	embrace,	with	the	air	carrying	a	palpable	heat	and	a	lingering	humidity	that	clung	to	our	skin.	What	is	an	example	of	sensory	language?Sensory	language	is	the	use	of	details	from	the	five	senses	to	add	depth	and	detail	to	writing.	For	example,	The	cinnamon-scented	candles	filled	the	room	with	a	warm,	spicy	aroma	that	reminded	me	of	autumn	in	the	countryside.	This	sentence	engages	the	sense	of	smell	and	evokes	specific	imagery	and
associations,	helping	the	reader	to	experience	the	scene	more	vividly.	What	are	sensory	words?Sensory	words	are	descriptive	words	related	to	the	five	senses:	taste,	touch,	sight,	smell,	and	hearing.	They	convey	a	vivid	image	or	feeling	to	the	reader	by	drawing	upon	their	sensory	experiences.	Examples	include	words	like	bitter,	silky,	radiant,	musty,	and	thunderous.	Using	sensory	words	can	enhance	storytelling	or	descriptions	by	allowing	the	reader	to	fully	immerse	themselves	in	the	narrative	or	scene.	What	is	an	example	of	a	sensory	detail?A	sensory	detail	is
a	piece	of	information	that	describes	how	something	looks,	feels,	tastes,	smells,	or	sounds,	by	drawing	on	the	experiences	of	the	five	senses.	For	example,	describing	a	summer	day	as	blazing	appeals	to	the	sense	of	sight	and	touch,	implying	a	visually	bright	scene	that	also	feels	hot.	Sensory	details	like	these	are	used	to	bring	a	vivid,	tangible	quality	to	writing,	helping	readers	to	connect	with	the	text	on	a	more	experiential	level.	How	do	you	identify	sensory	language?Sensory	language	can	be	identified	by	looking	for	words	or	phrases	that	describe	experiences
relating	to	the	five	senses:	taste,	touch,	sight,	smell,	and	hearing.	These	terms	will	often	evoke	a	sensory	response	or	conjure	up	sensory	imagery	for	example,	whistling	wind,	sour	lemon,	icy	touch,	roaring	traffic,	or	the	stench	of	decay.To	recognize	sensory	language,	focus	on	whether	the	writing	makes	you	imagine	how	something	feels,	sounds,	looks,	tastes,	or	smells.	If	it	does,	its	likely	employing	sensory	language.	How	do	you	identify	sensory	words?Sensory	words	are	identified	by	their	ability	to	evoke	one	of	the	five	senses	taste,	touch,	sight,	smell,	and
hearing	and	create	a	vivid	impression.	They	are	often	adjectives,	adverbs,	verbs,	or	nouns	that	convey	an	experience	or	sensation,	such	as	crunchy,	smooth,	glittering,	fragrant,	and	whisper.When	reading	a	passage,	look	for	these	descriptive	terms	that	offer	more	than	just	a	statement	of	fact	but	provide	a	richer,	immersive	experience	by	tapping	into	the	readers	sensory	experiences	and	memories.	Utilizing	sensory	language	is	a	powerful	tool	for	writers	to	engage	their	readers	and	bring	stories	or	descriptions	to	life.	It	allows	the	audience	to	fully	immerse
themselves	in	the	narrative,	creating	a	more	memorable	and	impactful	experience.	The	next	time	you	read	anything	whether	thats	a	book	or	a	piece	of	marketing	copy	take	a	look	at	how	the	author	employs	sensory	language.	Notice	how	it	adds	depth,	emotion,	and	imagery	to	the	writing.	Then,	try	your	hand	at	incorporating	sensory	details	into	your	own	writing	and	see	how	it	transforms	your	work.	Start	with	AI	tools	for	writing	to	help	you	get	the	hang	of	it	and	use	a	thesaurus	when	you	need	swap	out	specific	words	for	sensory	words.	So	go	forth	and	add
some	spice,	tangibility,	and	depth	to	your	writing	with	sensory	language!	Check	out	our	article	on	writing	a	personal	narrative	to	learn	more	about	how	you	can	write	better	stories	for	your	audience!	Sensory	language	is	one	of	the	most	powerful	tools	in	a	writers	toolbox.	It	can	be	used	to	create	vivid	and	memorable	images	in	the	readers	mind,	and	help	them	feel	what	it	is	like	to	experience	an	event	or	object.	In	this	guide,	we	take	an	in-depth	look	at	sensory	details,	examples	of	sensory	language,	and	useful,	easy-to-understand	tips	that	you	can	implement	in
your	writing	today.	Lets	dive	in.	The	five	senses	are	sight,	smell,	taste,	touch	and	hearing.	Sensory	language	can	be	used	to	describe	an	object	or	person	in	a	way	that	appeals	to	one	or	more	of	these	senses.	For	example:	The	smell	of	freshly	cut	grass	filled	her	nostrils.	So,	what	are	sensory	details	and	language	in	writing?	The	use	of	sensory	language	in	writing	allows	writers	to	create	a	more	vivid	and	immersive	experience	for	their	readers.	It	also	helps	writers	evoke	an	emotional	response	from	their	readers	by	describing	things	that	they	can	see,	touch,	taste,
smell	or	hear.	Its	a	way	of	describing	something	in	detail	to	make	it	more	vivid	for	the	reader.	It	can	be	used	to	describe	anything	from	the	sound	of	an	ice	cream	trucks	jingle	to	the	smell	of	freshly	baked	bread,	or	even	the	feeling	of	sitting	on	a	cotton	ball.	So,	what	is	it	about	sensory	language	that	makes	it	so	effective?	Lets	take	a	look	at	some	reasons:	It	makes	the	writing	more	engaging	and	evocative	Sensory	language	helps	to	create	vivid	and	detailed	images	in	the	readers	mind,	which	can	make	the	writing	more	interesting	and	captivating.	It	helps	to
create	a	sense	of	immersion	By	appealing	to	the	five	senses,	sensory	language	helps	to	immerse	the	reader	in	the	scene	or	setting,	making	it	feel	more	real	and	tangible.	It	can	add	emotional	depth	Sensory	language	can	be	used	to	create	a	specific	mood	or	atmosphere	and	to	convey	the	emotions	of	the	characters.	For	example,	describing	the	smell	of	a	freshly	baked	pie	can	evoke	feelings	of	comfort	and	nostalgia.	It	can	make	the	writing	more	descriptive	and	precise	Sensory	language	allows	the	writer	to	describe	things	in	a	way	that	is	more	specific	and
accurate,	which	can	make	the	writing	more	effective	and	powerful.	It	can	be	used	to	add	metaphor	and	symbolism	Sensory	language	can	be	used	to	create	metaphorical	and	symbolic	connections	between	the	world	of	the	story	and	the	readers	own	experiences,	making	the	writing	more	meaningful	and	impactful.	In	short,	sensory	language	is	a	powerful	tool	that	can	help	writers	to	create	more	vivid,	immersive,	and	emotionally	resonant	writing.	It	makes	the	writing	more	interesting,	engaging,	and	memorable	for	the	readers,	allowing	them	to	get	lost	in	the
story	and	connect	with	the	characters	and	the	setting.	For	many	writers,	the	toughest	part	is	knowing	when	to	use	a	sensory	description.	As	you	may	have	heard,	using	too	many	adjectives	and	adverbs	can	slow	down	the	flow	of	the	writing.	So	that	leaves	writers	conscious	about	when	to	invest	words	in	describing	scenes.	However,	there	are	certain	points	in	a	story	that	warrants	a	sensory	description.	For	example:	When	describing	a	character	using	sensory	descriptions	when	describing	characters	can	elevate	the	impression	they	give.	For	instance,	saying
someone	looked	homeless	is	quite	bland	in	comparison	to	describing	how	they	smell,	or	how	the	coarseness	of	their	hands.	Describing	scenes	this	is	the	most	important	moment	to	introduce	some	sensory	description.	For	instance,	if	youre	trying	to	describe	abattle	scenein	a	fantasy	book,	in	order	to	draw	readers	deeper	into	that	scene,	youre	going	to	have	to	show	them	not	just	how	the	battlefield	looks,	but	the	cries	of	pain	and	terror.	The	smells	of	the	fearful,	the	dying,	the	dead.	The	sensation	of	hacking	another	person	down	with	a	sword	or	axe.	There	are	so
many	details	you	can	include,	and	all	of	them	take	your	story	to	the	next	level.	When	linking	in	memories	the	five	senses	often	provoke	memories.	A	smell,	for	instance,	can	transport	us	back	years	to	a	particular	moment	when	we	first	experienced	that	smell.	These	are	definitely	the	key	points	in	a	story	to	introduce	some	sensory	details	in	your	writing,	but	be	aware	that	its	not	just	limited	to	these	instances.	Sensory	language	is	a	type	of	descriptive	writing	that	appeals	to	the	five	senses:	sight,	sound,	touch,	taste,	and	smell.	Here	are	some	examples	of	sensory
language	for	each	sense:	Sight:	The	sun	was	a	fiery	orb,	casting	a	warm	golden	glow	on	the	fields.	Sound:	The	symphony	of	birdsong	filled	the	air,	a	melodic	harmony	of	tweets	and	trills.	Touch:	The	cool	marble	floor	numbed	her	feet	and	sent	shivers	up	her	spine	as	she	walked.	Taste:	The	tartness	of	the	lemonade	made	her	pucker,	while	the	sweetness	of	the	sugar	balanced	it	out.	Smell:	The	pungent	aroma	of	garlic	and	onions	wafted	from	the	kitchen,	making	her	mouth	water.	These	examples	show	how	sensory	language	can	help	create	vivid	and	detailed
images	in	the	readers	mind,	making	the	writing	more	engaging	and	evocative.	And	its	not	limited	to	only	fiction	or	descriptive	writing,	it	can	be	used	in	any	type	of	writing	to	add	more	depth	and	richness	to	the	text.	We	know	now	the	importance	of	using	sensory	languageit	has	the	ability	to	elevate	your	writing	to	new	levels	by	immersing	readers	deeper	into	the	tale	by	creating	vivid	images	in	their	minds.	To	help	better	your	understanding,	lets	take	a	look	at	some	examples	of	how	writers	can	achieve	this	on	a	more	practical	levelby	using	sensory	words.
Textures	are	a	very	interesting	thing	to	describe	when	writing	stories,	but	they	can	be	tricky	to	do.	Theyre	not	something	that	we	instantly	go	toward,	but	theyre	important.	For	example,	if	you	like	watching	true	crime	documentaries,	you	may	see	victims	of	attacks	talk	about	the	coarseness	of	their	attackers	hands,	for	example.	Here	are	some	sensory	words	to	help	you	describe	textures:	Silky	Wet	Sticky	Smooth	Coarse	Moist	Gritty	Soft	Hairy	Sandy	Crumbly	Sinewy	Gelatinous	Sound	is	go-to	tool	when	describing	things	using	the	5	senses	in	writing.	Like	the
other	senses,	sounds	can	trigger	memories.	They	can	warn	us	of	incoming	danger,	or	they	can	bring	joy	to	our	hearts	(like	when	Im	listening	to	The	Allman	Brothers).	Using	vivid	sensory	words	can	help	you	elevate	your	descriptions	when	it	comes	to	your	writing.	Here	are	some	examples:	Deafening	Crunching	Whisper	Yelp	Shriek	Hellish	Buzz	Screech	Squeal	Sizzle	Hiss	Howl	Taste	is	a	sense	that	doesnt	get	used	too	often	in	writing.	However,	its	perhaps	one	of	most	significant	and	powerful	of	all	the	5	senses.	We	rely	on	this	sense	as	a	source	of	pleasure	from
the	food	and	drinks	we	consume.	And	we	can	attach	memories	and	meanings	to	these	tastes.	These	memories	can	be	quite	vivid	too.	For	example,	I	still	cannot	drink	vodka	and	ginger	ale	after	consuming	way	too	much	in	a	nightclub	in	my	university	years.	I	threw	up	violently	at	the	end	of	the	night	and	now	even	the	slightest	similarity	in	taste	has	me	baulking.	Have	you	ever	experienced	anything	like	this	too?	Jot	down	those	memories	and	use	them	as	a	reference	for	your	character	creation.	To	help	you	along,	heres	a	bunch	of	examples	of	sensory	language
and	words	you	can	use	to	help	describe	taste:	Zesty	Fragrant	Earthy	Fresh	Tingly	Scalding	Warmth	Bitter	Salivatingly	good	Lets	take	a	look	at	some	sensory	language	examples	for	describing	smells.	Its	important	to	bear	in	mind	that	the	scents	we	whiff	can	trigger	both	emotions	and	memories.	Sometimes	we	can	recall	vivid	memories	when	we	smell	something.	For	example,	your	mothers	famous	home	cooking.	When	it	comes	to	writing	with	the	5	senses,	including	some	of	these	adjectives	or	emotions	can	really	jazz	up	your	story.	Here	are	some	examples	of
words	that	describe	smells:	Earthy	Fresh	Flowery	Pine	Lavender	Crisp	Citrusy	Minty	Perfumed	Heady	Faint	Acrid	Fetid	Musty	Nauseating	Plastic	Putrid	Rancid	Rotten	Skunky	Stale	Spoiled	Sweaty	And	here	are	some	synonyms	to	help	you	vary	up	your	word	usage	and	to	save	using	the	word	smell	over	and	over:	Whiff	Perfume	Incense	Essence	Fragrance	Aura	Balm	Here	are	some	brilliant	sensory	details	to	help	you	describe	more	visual	things:	Luminous	Emitting	or	reflecting	light;	glowing.	A	good	way	to	describe	the	moon.	Opaque	Not	allowing	light	to	pass
through;	not	transparent.	Vivid	Intensely	bright	or	deeply	colored;	full	of	life.	Dim	Lacking	brightness	or	clarity;	faintly	illuminated.	Radiant	Shining	brightly;	emitting	warmth	or	energy.	Translucent	Allowing	light	to	pass	through	diffusely;	semi-transparent.	Glossy	Smooth	and	shiny,	often	reflecting	light.	Matte	Dull	and	flat,	without	shine.	Sparkling	Shimmering	or	glittering	with	light.	Dusky	Slightly	dark;	shadowy	or	subdued	in	brightness.	Brilliant	Exceptionally	bright	or	vivid;	strikingly	intense.	Hazy	Blurred	or	unclear	due	to	mist	or	lack	of	focus.
Shimmering	Flickering	or	wavering	with	light;	softly	shining.	Murky	Dark,	gloomy,	and	difficult	to	see	through.	Pale	Lacking	strong	color;	faint	or	light	in	shade.	Crystalline	Clear,	sparkling,	and	resembling	a	crystal.	Blurry	Lacking	sharpness	or	focus;	indistinct.	Iridescent	Showing	shifting	colors	like	a	rainbow	when	viewed	from	different	angles.	Saturated	Rich,	intense,	and	deeply	filled	with	color.	Muted	Subdued	or	softened	in	color	or	tone;	understated.	To	discover	more	adjectives	to	help	you	describe	the	things	our	characters	see	in	stories,	head	here.	You
can	find	brilliant	lists	of	words	to	describe	people,	teachers	and	even	books.	Heres	a	cracking	little	infographic	packed	with	sensory	words:	So	weve	explored	sensory	language	and	considered	myriad	examples.	Now	I	want	to	dive	deeper	and	look	at	some	sensory	details	examples	that	you	can	use	to	take	the	word	describe	above	and	weave	them	into	rich	and	vivid	sentences.	Below,	you	can	find	50	examples	of	sensory	details,	ten	for	each	sense.	Notice	how	use	of	the	sensory	detail	draws	you	deeper	into	the	scene.	And	you	can	see	here	just	how	simple	it	is.
The	golden	sunlight	filtered	through	the	dense	canopy	of	leaves.	The	crystal-clear	water	sparkled	under	the	midday	sun.	The	vibrant	red	roses	stood	out	against	the	lush	green	garden.	The	mist	hung	low	over	the	quiet,	cobblestone	streets.	The	flickering	candle	cast	dancing	shadows	on	the	wall.	The	mountain	peaks	were	dusted	with	a	fresh	layer	of	snow.	The	rusty,	abandoned	car	was	covered	in	creeping	vines.	The	bustling	marketplace	was	a	kaleidoscope	of	colors	and	movement.	The	storm	clouds	gathered,	darkening	the	horizon	ominously.	The	stained	glass
windows	glowed	with	rich,	vivid	hues.The	leaves	rustled	gently	in	the	autumn	breeze.	The	distant	rumble	of	thunder	signaled	an	approaching	storm.	The	melodic	chirping	of	birds	greeted	the	dawn.	The	waves	crashed	rhythmically	against	the	rocky	shore.	The	soft	whisper	of	the	wind	carried	a	hint	of	salt	from	the	sea.	The	crackling	fire	provided	a	comforting	backdrop	to	the	quiet	evening.	The	church	bells	rang	out,	echoing	through	the	village.	The	mournful	howl	of	a	wolf	pierced	the	stillness	of	the	night.	The	rhythmic	ticking	of	the	clock	filled	the	silent	room.
The	lively	chatter	of	a	crowded	caf	created	a	cheerful	ambiance.The	aroma	of	freshly	baked	bread	wafted	through	the	air.	The	scent	of	pine	needles	filled	the	forest	after	the	rain.	The	fragrant	blossoms	of	the	gardenia	bush	perfumed	the	evening	air.	The	sharp	tang	of	lemon	zest	invigorated	the	senses.	The	musty	smell	of	old	books	lingered	in	the	library.	The	earthy	scent	of	damp	soil	rose	up	after	the	summer	rain.	The	smoky	aroma	of	barbecue	drifted	from	the	backyard.	The	pungent	odor	of	garlic	and	onions	sizzling	in	the	pan	was	mouth-watering.	The
delicate	fragrance	of	lavender	provided	a	calming	effect.	The	acrid	smell	of	burning	rubber	was	overpowering.The	tartness	of	the	lemonade	made	my	mouth	pucker.	The	rich,	creamy	chocolate	melted	on	my	tongue.	The	salty	crunch	of	the	potato	chips	was	addictive.	The	sweet,	juicy	burst	of	fresh	strawberries	was	delightful.	The	spicy	heat	of	the	chili	left	a	lingering	warmth.	The	bitter	aftertaste	of	the	strong	coffee	was	unmistakable.	The	buttery	smoothness	of	the	avocado	was	heavenly.	The	tangy	zest	of	the	lime	added	a	refreshing	twist.	The	savory	richness
of	the	beef	stew	was	comforting.	The	subtle	sweetness	of	the	honey	balanced	the	flavor	perfectly.The	cool,	smooth	surface	of	the	marble	countertop	felt	luxurious.	The	rough	bark	of	the	old	oak	tree	was	textured	with	deep	grooves.	The	soft,	fluffy	fur	of	the	kitten	was	soothing	to	stroke.	The	prickly	sensation	of	the	cactus	needles	warned	me	to	be	careful.	The	warm,	gentle	breeze	caressed	my	skin.	The	icy	chill	of	the	snow	made	my	fingers	tingle.	The	gritty	texture	of	the	sandpaper	was	harsh	against	my	palm.	The	silky	fabric	of	the	dress	flowed	gracefully.	The
clammy	dampness	of	the	cave	walls	was	uncomfortable.	The	firm	handshake	conveyed	confidence	and	assurance.	These	sensory	details	can	help	create	vivid	and	immersive	descriptions,	making	the	reader	feel	more	engaged	with	the	writing.	Here	are	some	tips	for	using	language	to	create	a	sensory	experience:	Use	specific	and	concrete	words	Instead	of	using	abstract	or	general	words,	try	to	use	specific	and	concrete	words	that	appeal	to	the	five	senses.	This	will	help	to	create	a	more	detailed	and	vivid	image	in	the	readers	mind.	Try	to	show	instead	of	tell
Instead	of	telling	the	reader	how	something	looks,	sounds,	feels,	tastes,	or	smells,	try	to	show	it	to	them	through	descriptive	language.	This	will	help	to	create	a	more	immersive	and	realistic	sensory	experience.	Vary	your	sensory	language	Use	a	mix	of	sensory	language	to	appeal	to	different	senses	and	create	a	more	well-rounded	sensory	experience.	Be	selective	Use	sensory	language	when	it	adds	to	the	scene	or	story.	Dont	overuse	it	as	it	can	become	overwhelming	and	lose	its	effect.	Use	imagery	and	metaphor	Use	imagery	and	metaphors	to	create	symbolic
and	metaphorical	connections	between	the	sensory	details	in	the	story	and	the	readers	own	experiences.	Practice	and	experiment	Writing	with	sensory	language	is	a	skill	that	can	be	developed	with	practice,	so	dont	be	afraid	to	experiment	with	different	words	and	phrases	to	find	what	works	best	for	your	writing.	Read	and	study	other	writers	Reading	widely,	and	studying	the	work	of	experienced	writers	who	use	sensory	language	effectively	can	be	a	great	way	to	learn	and	develop	your	own	skills.	Hopefully,	these	tips	and	the	rest	in	this	guide	will	help	to	use
language	to	create	a	more	immersive	and	memorable	sensory	experience	for	your	readers	and	make	your	writing	more	engaging	and	impactful.	Below,	you	can	find	more	guides	and	resources	on	writing	prose:	One	of	the	hardest	parts	of	writing	is	perfecting	the	art	of	description.	Adding	vivid	descriptions,	or	what	writers	call	sensory	details,	is	what	brings	the	readers	experience	of	a	scene,	character,	or	feeling	to	life	within	a	piece	of	writing.	But	its	certainly	not	an	easy	skill	to	master.	While	students	love	reading	pieces	that	contain	these	engaging
descriptions,	they	often	have	a	hard	time	creating	and	adding	them	in	their	own	writing.	In	this	blog	post,	weve	highlighted	a	few	ways	to	help	you	explain	what	sensory	details	are	and	get	your	students	inspired	to	write	more	meaningful	descriptions.	Sensory	details	are	descriptive	words	used	within	a	piece	of	writing	to	evoke	a	mental	image	and	an	emotion	and/or	sensation	for	the	reader.	When	a	writer	uses	rich,	descriptive	language	that	appeals	to	the	readers	five	senses,	it	transports	them	into	the	scene.	Not	only	does	this	help	the	reader	become	more
engaged	with	the	text,	but	it	also	increases	their	comprehension.	Think	of	it	this	way:	have	you	ever	listened	to	someone	give	a	dull,	monotonous	presentation	or	speech?	It	was	pretty	hard	to	pay	attention,	right?	At	some	point	as	they	droned	on,	your	eyes	likely	glazed	over	and	your	mind	began	to	wander.	Unfortunately,	you	probably	didnt	take	muchif	anythingaway	from	the	presentation.	You	may	not	even	remember	what	it	was	about!	In	the	same	sense,	if	you	read	something	thats	vague	and	boring,	what	happens?	You	probably	either:	A:	Get	confused	and
frustrated.B:	Start	daydreaming	as	you	read.C:	Stop	reading	it	entirely.	Writers	who	dont	include	good	descriptive	words	or	imagery	risk	losing	their	readers	because	they	cant	get	a	clear	understanding	of	the	characters,	setting,	or	plot.	So,	when	teaching	your	students	descriptive	writing,	be	sure	to	have	them	practice	using	vivid	language	and	sensory	details	that	will	grasp	their	readers	attention.	To	give	you	a	better	idea	of	how	sensory	details	add	interest,	emotion,	and	clarity	to	a	piece	of	writing,	lets	compare	a	few	sentences	that	use	vague	descriptions
versus	vivid	ones.	Sentence	1:	The	ice	cream	was	very	cold.	(vague)	Sentence	2:	The	green,	minty	ice	cream	was	so	cold,	I	felt	a	stabbing	pain	behind	my	right	eye.	(vivid)	The	second	sentence	does	a	much	better	job	of	engaging	the	readers	senses.	The	readers	might	almost	be	able	to	taste	and	smell	the	mint	ice	cream	or	feel	an	excruciating	brain	freeze.	This	helps	them	relate	to	what	the	character	is	going	through.	Sentence	3:	My	dog	was	scared	of	the	storm.	(vague)	Sentence	4:	My	120-pound	Rottweiler	trembled	anxiously	in	the	corner	as	the	lightning
crashed	and	thunder	rumbled	outside.	(vivid)	While	the	description	in	the	third	sentence	does	communicate	a	point	clearly,	it	still	leaves	the	reader	with	questions.	What	kind	of	dog?	What	kind	of	storm?	The	details	provided	in	the	fourth	sentence	allow	the	reader	to	visualize	the	scene	much	better.	It	also	elicits	more	of	an	emotional	response	as	you	picture	a	massive,	seemingly	fearless	dog	cowering	in	a	corner.	This	is	why	using	sensory	details	makes	such	a	big	difference	in	writing.	Want	your	student	to	use	better	descriptions	and	sensory	language	in	their
writing?	Try	these	four	steps	to	help	them	understand	how	to	come	up	with	strong	sensory	details.	Our	five	senses	help	us	experience	the	world	around	us.	With	your	students,	work	through	the	following	steps	to	develop	words	and	descriptions	using	their	five	senses	as	a	starting	point.	Talk	about	sight,	sound,	touch,	smell,	and	taste.	Collect	words	from	your	students	that	fall	within	each	category.	They	will	likely	suggest	that	something	can	look	pretty	or	ugly,	sound	loud	or	quiet,	feel	hard	or	soft,	smell	good	or	bad,	taste	yummy	or	gross.	This	is	a	great	way	to
help	them	identify	weak,	unimaginative	descriptions.	Talk	about	why	its	difficult	to	come	up	with	sensory	words	in	this	manner.	As	you	share	your	story,	help	them	grasp	the	idea	that	writing	with	your	senses	means	taking	time	to	see,	hear,	feel,	smell,	or	taste	what	youre	trying	to	write	about.	This	is	where	the	lesson	gets	fun.	Gather	some	objects	your	students	can	experience	with	each	of	their	senses,	such	as:	Sweet,	salty,	sour,	or	bitter	foods	for	them	to	taste	Various	textured	objects	that	are	interesting	to	touch	Noise-making	items	to	listen	to	Fragrant	or
aromatic	things	to	smell	Objects	that	are	colorful	and	interesting	to	look	at	For	example,	lets	say	you	gathered	some	slime,	a	fork,	and	a	rock	to	help	them	experience	their	sense	of	touch.	Let	children	take	turns	closing	their	eyes	and	feeling	an	item.	Remind	them	to	focus	only	on	the	sense	of	touch.	Next,	hide	a	bell,	rattle,	squeaky	toy,	or	other	noise-making	items	in	a	box	or	bag.	Have	students	close	their	eyes	as	you	produce	one	of	the	sounds.	Then,	make	a	list	together	of	specific	words	to	describe	it.	Try	this	again	with	the	other	noise-making	objects.	Now
that	youve	experimented	with	different	senses	of	touch	and	sound,	repeat	this	exercise	to	explore	more	senses.	A	thesaurus	is	a	writers	best	friend.	Not	only	can	this	tool	help	your	students	find	synonyms	for	repeated	words	and	phrases	that	keep	cropping	up	in	their	writing,	it	can	also	help	them	find	robust	words	to	use	as	sensory	details.	Teach	your	students	(or	review)	how	to	use	the	thesaurus.	Then,	ask	them	to	look	over	their	list	of	descriptive	words	from	Step	2	and	find	a	powerful	synonym	for	each	one.	For	example,	perhaps	theyd	replace	the	word
rough	with	jagged,	ringing	with	tinkling,	and	sour	with	tart.	Once	your	students	are	done	finding	new	words	in	the	thesaurus,	have	them	compare	their	list	with	the	one	they	made	at	the	very	beginning	(Step	1).	They	will	likely	agree	that	the	new	words	describe	the	way	an	object	looks,	feels,	smells,	tastes,	and	sounds	much	better	than	the	original	ones,	which	will	ultimately	help	their	reader	form	a	mental	picture.	Now	that	your	students	have	a	collection	of	engaging	words	to	draw	from,	invite	them	to	create	a	poem	or	narrative	containing	sensory	details!	If
you	want	to	ease	them	into	the	writing	process,	consider	starting	with	a	descriptive	writing	prompt	instead.	Here	are	some	ideas	you	can	use:	Do	you	have	a	younger	student?	Try	out	these	prompts	to	get	them	started	with	sensory	details!	Main	Street,	USA:	Your	pen	pal	and	her	parents	are	thinking	of	moving	to	your	hometown.	Describe	your	town	or	city,	especially	the	sights	and	scenery	it	offers	to	curious	visitors.	Surfing	and	Snowflakes:	Would	you	rather	spend	a	day	catching	waves	by	the	beach	or	throwing	snowballs	at	your	best	friend?	Describe	your
favorite	season,	including	the	activities	that	make	it	so	appealing	to	you.	Pet	Detective:	Do	you	have	a	pet	dog,	cat,	lizard,	hamster,	or	turtle?	Describe	what	it	looks	like.	How	does	it	behave?	Does	it	make	any	sounds?	Does	it	have	a	smell?	Use	as	many	sensory	details	as	you	can.	If	you	dont	have	a	pet,	write	about	another	animal	youre	familiar	with.	Choose	from	these	engaging	prompts	to	get	your	middle	school	student	excited	to	write!	Happy	Birthday:	Birthdays	are	celebrated	in	many	different	ways.	Describe	birthday	festivities	in	your	house,	including	the
food,	gifts,	and	favorite	family	traditions.	Welcome	to	the	22nd	Century:	Describe	a	car	or	house	in	the	future.	Which	familiar	items	are	missing?	What	new	technology	has	developed,	and	how	does	it	contribute	to	our	well-being,	comfort,	or	convenience?	Dare	to	be	Different:	Think	of	the	most	unusual	person	you	have	known:	their	personality,	physical	qualities,	etc.	Then,	try	to	capture	this	amazing	person	on	paper.	Does	your	teenage	student	need	some	extra	help	with	sensory	details?	Here	are	a	few	simple	prompts	for	them	to	practice.	Places	and	Spaces:
Wheres	the	place	that	you	feel	most	at	ease?	Is	it	in	your	bedroom?	Sitting	on	a	dock	by	the	water?	Under	a	certain	tree	at	the	park?	In	your	grandmas	kitchen?	Put	yourself	there	in	your	mind	(or	even	go	there	if	you	can)	and	describe	what	its	like.	Making	Memories:	Some	of	the	best	memories	are	made	when	families	plan	a	special	day	together.	Describe	a	family	vacation	or	outing	that	was	especially	memorable	for	you.	Where	did	you	go?	What	did	you	do?	What	was	it	like?	Inside	Your	Mind:	Do	you	remember	a	certain	dream	or	nightmare	you	had?	It	likely
involved	some	strange	or	silly	things.	Describe	everything	you	recall	from	the	dream	so	the	reader	feels	like	they	were	in	it	with	you.	Using	sensory	details	is	an	incredibly	important	skill	for	students	to	master	in	order	to	make	their	writing	more	interesting	and	understandable.	Hopefully,	this	blog	post	will	leave	you	with	some	good	takeaways	to	help	your	student	enhance	their	descriptive	writing.	Reader	Interactions	By	using	sensory	words	to	evoke	the	sense	of	sight,	sound,	touch,	taste,	or	smell;	smart	and	attractive	writers	just	like	you	are	able	to	make
their	words	burst	to	life	in	their	readers'	minds.	And	today,	I'm	going	to	show	you	how	to	do	the	same.	In	this	post,	youll	learn:	The	science	behind	sensory	details	(e.g.	why	sensory	images	and	words	are	so	persuasive);	The	definition	of	sensory	details	(plus	examples);	How	answering	five	simple	questions	will	help	you	write	descriptive	details	that	pack	your	content	with	sensory	language;	500+	sensory	words	you	can	incorporate	into	your	own	vocabulary	and	writing	(right	now).	Lets	dive	in.	Download:	All	583	sensor	words	thatll	make	your	writing	burst	to	life
in	readers	minds	Remember	the	final	scene	in	Field	of	Dreams	when	Ray	Kinsella	has	a	catch	with	his	dad?	You	can	smell	the	grass	on	the	field.	You	can	hear	the	sound	of	the	baseball	hitting	their	gloves.	And	you	can	feel	Rays	years	of	guilt	melting	away	as	he	closes	his	eyes,	smiles,	and	tosses	the	ball	back	to	his	dad.	(Be	honest.	Youre	crying	right	now,	arent	you?)	Field	of	Dreams	made	you	feel	like	you	were	in	Rays	shoes,	on	his	field,	playing	catch	with	dad.	The	scene	creates	such	a	vivid	sensory	experience	for	many	viewers	that	whenever	they	think	of
playing	catch,	this	scene	will	come	up	alongside	their	own	childhood	memories.	Heres	why:	When	you	paint	a	strong	scene	in	your	readers	imagination,	you	make	it	easier	for	them	to	pull	it	back	up	from	their	memory.	Youve	essentially	bookmarked	it	for	them	so	they	can	easily	find	it	when	something	a	sight,	a	smell,	a	sound	reminds	them	of	it.	Thats	the	power	of	content	that	incorporates	sensory	details.	And	this	power	isnt	limited	to	cinema	classics	capable	of	making	grown	men	cry.	For	centuries,	literary	giants	have	been	packing	their	prose	and	poetry
with	power	words	that	evoke	the	senses:	Cry	Havoc,	and	let	slip	the	dogs	of	war;That	this	foul	deed	shall	smell	above	the	earthWith	carrion	men,	groaning	for	burial	William	Shakespeare	(circa	1599)	In	addition	to	The	Bard,	authors	like	Maya	Angelou,	Edgar	Allan	Poe,	and	Charles	Dickens	excel	at	sensory	writing.	So	do	literally	every	famous	poet	you	learned	about	in	school.	And	that	begs	the	obvious	question	Short	answer:	The	brains	of	human	beings	handle	sensory	words	differently	than	ordinary	words.	In	a	2011	study	published	in	The	Quarterly	Journal	of
Experimental	Psychology,	experts	found	that	our	brains	process	tangible	(i.e.	sensory)	words	faster	than	other	words.	And	in	a	study	published	for	Brain	and	Language	in	2012,	psychologists	found	that	a	certain	part	of	our	brain	is	activated	when	we	read	sensory	words.	In	other	words:	So,	we	know	why	sensory	details	are	powerful.	And	we	know	writers	have	been	tapping	into	their	power	for	a	long,	long	time.	Now	lets	define	them	and	go	over	a	few	sensory	language	examples:	Lets	break	each	one	down	each	different	sense:	Sight	words	are	related	to	vision
and	describe	the	appearance	of	something	(its	color,	size,	shape,	and	so	on).	Sight	word	examples:	Her	golden	hair	looked	disheveled	thanks	to	the	gust	of	wind.	He	was	a	towering	presence.	I	ordered	a	large	orange	juice,	but	the	waiter	brought	me	a	teeny-tiny	glass	the	size	of	a	thimble.	Words	related	to	hearing	often	describe	the	sound	they	make	(known	as	onomatopoeia),	but	this	isnt	always	the	case.	Examples	of	hearing	words:	He	had	a	big,	booming	voice.	The	sound	of	screeching	tires	was	soon	followed	by	the	deafening	sound	of	a	car	horn.	As	I	peeked
under	the	bed,	the	cackling	laughter	coming	from	the	closet	made	the	hairs	on	my	arms	stand	up.	Touch	words	describe	the	texture	of	how	something	feels.	They	can	also	describe	emotional	feelings.	Examples	of	touch	words:	Two	minutes	into	the	interview,	I	knew	his	abrasive	personality	would	be	an	issue	if	we	hired	him.	With	a	forced	smile,	I	put	on	the	itchy	Christmas	sweater	my	grandmother	bought	me.	The	Hot	Pocket	was	scalding	on	the	outside,	but	ice-cold	in	the	middle.	Taste	words	are	interesting.	Though	they	can	describe	food,	and	tease	your	taste
buds	with	their	deliciousness,	theyre	often	used	in	comparisons	and	metaphors.	Examples	of	taste	words:	Its	a	bittersweet	situation.	Her	zesty	personality	caught	Karls	eye.	The	scrumptious	jalapeno	poppers	comforted	Karl	after	his	bitter	rejection.	Words	related	to	smell	describe	yes,	you	guessed	it	how	things	smell.	Often	underutilized,	sensory	words	connected	with	smell	can	be	very	effective.	Examples	of	smell	words:	The	pungent	smell	was	unmistakable:	someone	in	this	elevator	was	wearing	Axe	Body	Spray.	No	matter	the	expiration	date,	it	was	clear
from	its	rancid	stench	the	milk	had	gone	bad.	The	flowery	aroma	was	a	welcome	change	after	the	elevator	and	milk	incidents.	Because	theyre	closely	related,	some	sensory	words	can	be	used	for	both	taste	and	smell.	Examples:	fruity,	minty,	and	tantalizing.	Next,	well	look	at	a	few	real-world	examples	of	sensory	details.	Imagine	the	following	headline	came	across	your	Twitter	feed:	How	to	Avoid	Using	Boring	Stock	Photo	Images	in	Your	Content	Would	you	click	it?	Better	question	Could	you	read	the	headline	without	falling	asleep?	The	answers	are	probably
no	and	heck	no.	Now	imagine	you	saw	this	headline:	Much	better,	right?	The	simple	addition	of	the	sensory	word	cringeworthy	changes	the	tone	of	the	entire	headline.	Instead	of	yawning,	youre	thinking	of	an	awkward	or	embarrassing	moment	you	really	dont	want	to	relive.	Lets	look	at	a	few	more	modern-day	examples	of	sharp	people	using	sensory	language	to	spruce	up	their	content:	Ill	pick	on	me	for	this	one.	Heres	one	of	my	old	author	bios:	Kevin	J.	Duncan	is	the	Editor	of	Smart	Blogger,	where	he	helps	writers	learn	the	skills	they	need	to	land	writing
gigs	that	pay.	Now	look	at	the	author	bio	my	friend	Henneke	wrote	for	Writers	Block:	27	Techniques	to	Overcome	It	Forever:	Henneke	Duistermaat	is	an	irreverent	copywriter	and	business	writing	coach.	Shes	on	a	mission	to	stamp	out	gobbledygook	and	to	make	boring	business	blogs	sparkle.	My	bio	is	devoid	of	sensory	words	(or	any	interesting	words	at	all,	if	were	being	honest).	Hennekes	is	chock	full	of	them.	Her	bio	is	interesting.	Mine	is	boring.	The	lesson?	Add	at	least	one	sensory	word	to	your	author	bio.	Some	people	opt	for	brevity	when	writing	their
social	media	profiles,	and	thats	fine.	But	if	you	want	your	Twitter	profile	(or	Facebook,	Instagram,	or	any	other	social	media	profile)	to	stand	out	from	the	crowd,	sprinkle	in	a	sensory	word	or	two.	Like	so:	Mel	Wicks	is	a	veteran	copywriter	who	knows	a	thing	or	two	about	the	effectiveness	of	descriptive	detail,	so	she	uses	them	to	spice	up	her	Twitter	profile.	Heres	an	example	from	my	badly-neglected	Instagram	account:	Enchanting	and	adorably-jubilant	are	wonderful	sensory	words	so	wonderful,	its	a	shame	theyre	wasted	on	a	profile	no	one	sees.	Look	at	your
own	profiles	and	see	if	theres	a	place	to	add	a	sensory	word	or	two.	Theyll	help	your	profile	jump	off	the	screen.	Heck,	see	if	you	can	use	enchanting	and	adorably-jubilant.	They	deserve	to	be	seen.	The	opening	lines	of	your	content	are	so	important.	If	youre	a	student,	your	opening	sets	the	tone	for	your	teacher	(who	we	both	know	is	dying	to	use	his	red	pen).	If	youre	an	author,	your	opening	can	be	the	difference	between	someone	buying	(and	reading)	your	book	or	putting	it	back	on	the	shelf	in	favor	of	one	of	those	Twilight	books	(probably).	And	if	youre	a
blogger,	writer,	content	marketer,	or	business;	your	opening	sentence	can	hook	the	readers	interest	(increasing	dwell	time,	which	is	great	in	Googles	eyes)	or	send	them	scurrying	for	the	back	button.	Its	why	we	put	such	an	emphasis	on	introductions	here	at	Smart	Blogger.	Sometimes	our	openings	hook	you	with	a	question.	Sometimes	we	strike	a	note	of	empathy	or	(like	this	blog	post)	focus	on	searcher	intent.	And	sometimes	we	give	you	a	heaping	helping	of	sensory	words:	Imagine	youre	sitting	in	a	lounge	chair	on	the	beach,	staring	out	over	the	glittering
sea,	the	ocean	breeze	ruffling	your	hair,	listening	to	the	slow,	steady	rhythm	of	the	waves.	In	the	above	opening	for	How	to	Become	a	Freelance	Writer,	Starting	from	Scratch,	Jon	Morrow	uses	figurative	language	to	set	a	scene	for	the	reader.	And	its	highly,	highly	effective.	Like	you,	your	readers	are	flooded	with	emails.	And	with	open	rates	in	a	steady	decline,	people	are	trying	anything	and	everything	to	make	their	email	subject	lines	stand	out:	Emojis;	Capitalized	words;	All	lowercase	letters;	Two	exclamation	points;	Clickbait	that	would	make	even	BuzzFeed
go,	thats	too	far,	man.	You	name	it,	people	are	trying	it.	Want	a	simpler,	far-more-effective	way	to	help	your	emails	stand	out	from	the	crowd?	Add	a	sensory	detail.	Brian	Dean	loves	to	include	words	like	boom	in	his	subjects:	The	folks	at	AppSumo	and	Sumo	(formerly	SumoMe)	regularly	feature	descriptive	words	in	their	subjects	and	headlines.	Heres	one	example:	And	descriptive	language	appears	in	most	everything	Henneke	writes,	including	her	subject	lines.	In	this	one	she	also	uses	an	emoji	related	to	her	sensory	word.	Very	clever:	Now	that	weve	covered
several	examples,	lets	dig	a	bit	deeper	Lets	discuss	some	practical	steps	you	can	take	that	will	make	adding	figurative	language	to	your	own	writing	style	a	breeze:	If	youve	taken	a	good	English	or	creative	writing	class,	youve	probably	been	told	a	time	or	two	to	show,	dont	tell.	This	means	you	should	create	an	engaging	experience	for	your	target	audience,	not	just	tell	them	what	you	want	them	to	know.	You	accomplish	this	by	using	descriptive	writing	that	conveys	sensations	and	lets	readers	experience	your	words	(rather	than	simply	read	them).	And	how	do
you	do	that,	exactly?	Ask	yourself	these	five	questions	when	youre	writing:	It	isnt	enough	to	tell	your	readers	there	was	a	scary	house	in	your	neighborhood	when	you	were	a	child.	Describe	the	house	to	them	in	vivid	sensory	detail.	What	shade	of	gray	was	it?	Were	the	doors	boarded	up?	Precisely	how	many	ghostly	figures	did	you	and	the	neighbor	kids	see	staring	at	you	from	the	upstairs	bedroom	windows,	and	how	many	are	standing	behind	you	right	now?	Paint	a	mental	image	for	your	readers.	We	listen	to	uptempo	songs	to	push	us	through	cardio	workouts.
Many	of	us	listen	to	rainfall	when	were	trying	to	sleep.	Some	of	us	listen	to	Justin	Bieber	when	we	want	to	punish	our	neighbors.	Want	to	transplant	readers	into	your	literary	world?	Talk	about	the	drip,	drip,	drip	of	the	faucet.	Mention	the	squeaking	floors	beneath	your	feet.	Describe	the	awful	music	coming	from	your	next-door	neighbors	house.	Touch	sensory	words	can	convey	both	tactile	and	emotional	sensations.	Can	you	describe	to	the	reader	how	something	feels	when	touched?	Is	it	smooth	or	rough?	Round	or	flat?	Is	it	covered	in	goo	or	is	it	goo-less?
Paint	a	picture	for	your	reader	so	they	can	touch	what	youre	touching.	The	same	goes	for	emotion.	Help	the	reader	feel	what	you	(or	your	character)	are	feeling.	Draw	them	in.	Does	the	beach	air	taste	salty?	Is	the	roaring	fire	so	intense	you	can	taste	the	smoke?	Is	the	smell	of	your	roommates	tuna	fish	sandwich	so	strong	you	can	taste	it	from	across	the	room?	Tell	your	audience.	Be	descriptive.	Make	them	taste	the	fishiness.	It	wasnt	a	basement	you	walked	into	it	was	a	musty,	moldy	basement.	And	you	didnt	simply	enjoy	your	Moms	homemade	lasagna.	You
inhaled	the	aromatic	scents	of	sauce,	cheese,	and	basil.	Evoking	the	sense	of	smell	is	possibly	the	most	effective	way	to	pull	readers	out	of	their	world	and	into	yours.	So	when	you	sit	down	to	write,	ask	yourself	if	its	possible	to	describe	how	something	smells.	And	if	you	can?	Do	it.	Once	youve	asked	and	answered	the	five	questions	above,	your	writing	will	be	packed	with	sensory	details.	In	time,	youll	build	up	your	own	massive	list	of	sensory	words	you	can	reference	and	sprinkle	throughout	your	work	(no	thesaurus	needed!).	But	in	the	meantime,	heres	my	list.
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Goodbye	to	indifferent	readers	ready	to	move	on	to	something,	anything,	else.	You	now	know	why	sensory	details	are	so	effective.	You	know	how	to	sprinkle	this	literary	device	throughout	your	content	to	paint	a	vivid	description.	And	you	now	have	a	massive,	ever-growing	list	of	sensory	words	to	bookmark	and	come	back	to	again	and	again.	Variations	of	the	following	quote	have	been	attributed	to	everyone	from	Carl	W.	Buehner	to	Maya	Angelou,	but	regardless	of	who	said	it,	and	how	they	said	it,	its	true:	People	may	forget	what	you	said,	but	theyll	never
forget	how	you	made	them	feel.	Its	time	to	make	your	readers	feel.	Are	you	ready?	Then	lets	do	this	thing.	This	post	was	originally	published	on	April	19,	2019.	It's	been	updated	for	clarity	and	comprehensiveness.	Kevin	J.	Duncan	Smart	Blogger's	Editor-in-Chief	since	2019,	Kevin	J.	Duncan	spent	50+	hours	researching	sensory	words	and	details	when	writing	this	post.	Now,	he	uses	them	in	almost	everything	he	writes.	Imagine	walking	through	a	bustling	market,	where	the	air	is	thick	with	the	scent	of	spices	and	fresh	produce.	Sensory	details	examples	can
transform	your	writing	from	ordinary	to	extraordinary,	allowing	readers	to	fully	immerse	themselves	in	your	narrative.	By	engaging	the	sensessight,	sound,	smell,	taste,	and	touchyou	create	vivid	imagery	that	resonates	deeply.Sensory	details	enrich	writing	by	engaging	the	readers	senses.	They	create	vivid	imagery,	allowing	you	to	transport	readers	into	your	narrative.	By	incorporating	sensory	elements,	you	enhance	emotional	connections	and	evoke	memories.Sensory	details	refer	to	descriptions	that	engage	the	five	senses:	sight,	sound,	smell,	taste,	and
touch.	These	details	pull	readers	into	the	scene	by	painting	a	complete	picture.	For	instance:Sight:	The	vibrant	colors	of	a	sunset.Sound:	The	rustling	leaves	in	a	gentle	breeze.Smell:	The	aroma	of	freshly	baked	bread	wafting	through	the	air.Taste:	A	tart	lemon	that	makes	your	mouth	pucker.Touch:	The	warmth	of	sun	on	your	skin.These	examples	illustrate	how	sensory	details	can	make	narratives	come	alive.Incorporating	sensory	details	in	writing	enhances	reader	engagement	and	immersion.	When	you	describe	sights	or	sounds	effectively,	it	draws	readers
deeper	into	the	experience.	Consider	these	key	points:Creates	Vivid	Imagery:	Detailed	descriptions	help	visualize	scenes.Evokes	Emotions:	Specific	sensations	can	trigger	feelings	and	memories.Enhances	Atmosphere:	Sensory	elements	establish	mood	and	tone	in	stories.By	using	sensory	details	thoughtfully,	you	transform	ordinary	prose	into	captivating	storytelling.Incorporating	sensory	details	enhances	your	writing,	making	it	more	immersive.	Each	type	of	sensory	detail	focuses	on	a	specific	sense,	enriching	the	readers	experience.Visual	sensory	details
engage	the	reader	through	vivid	imagery.	Examples	include:Brightly	colored	flowers	in	full	bloom.A	clear	blue	sky	dotted	with	fluffy	white	clouds.Glimmering	city	lights	at	night.These	details	create	strong	mental	images,	helping	readers	visualize	scenes	clearly.Auditory	sensory	details	bring	sounds	to	life	within	your	narrative.	Consider	these	examples:The	distant	sound	of	waves	crashing	against	the	shore.Children	laughing	and	playing	in	a	park.The	soft	rustle	of	leaves	in	a	gentle	breeze.Such	descriptions	immerse	readers	in	the	soundscape	of	your	story,
enhancing	their	emotional	connection.Tactile	sensory	details	relate	to	touch	and	texture,	making	experiences	tangible.	Here	are	some	examples:The	smoothness	of	silk	fabric	sliding	through	fingers.The	rough	bark	of	an	ancient	tree	beneath	your	palm.Warm	sunlight	streaming	down,	warming	skin	on	a	chilly	day.These	elements	allow	readers	to	feel	sensations	as	they	read,	adding	depth	to	their	experience.Olfactory	sensory	details	evoke	scents	that	can	trigger	memories	and	emotions.	Examples	include:The	rich	aroma	of	freshly	brewed	coffee	filling	the	air.The
smell	of	rain	on	dry	earth,	known	as	petrichor.Sweet	floral	notes	wafting	from	blooming	jasmine	plants.Describing	scents	creates	a	powerful	atmosphere	that	resonates	with	readers	personal	experiences.Gustatory	sensory	details	enhance	flavor	descriptions	that	tantalize	taste	buds.	Consider	these	examples:The	tangy	sweetness	of	ripe	strawberries,	bursting	with	juice.Spicy	warmth	from	chili	peppers,	igniting	your	palate.Creamy	richness	of	chocolate	melting	slowly,	indulgent	and	satisfying.These	flavors	draw	readers	into	culinary	experiences,	making	them
crave	more	from	the	narrative.Sensory	details	enhance	narratives	by	appealing	to	the	readers	senses.	Here	are	some	notable	examples	from	classic	and	contemporary	literature.In	classic	literature,	sensory	details	create	vivid	imagery	that	immerses	readers.	For	instance:Moby	Dick	by	Herman	Melville:	The	smell	of	saltwater	fills	the	air	as	Captain	Ahab	hunts	the	elusive	whale.Pride	and	Prejudice	by	Jane	Austen:	The	sound	of	laughter	echoes	through	ballrooms,	capturing	the	joy	and	tension	of	social	interactions.The	Great	Gatsby	by	F.	Scott	Fitzgerald:	The
sight	of	green	lights	shimmering	across	the	bay	symbolizes	unattainable	dreams.These	examples	illustrate	how	sensory	elements	deepen	emotional	connections	and	bring	scenes	to	life.Contemporary	literature	also	packs	sensory	details	that	resonate	with	readers	today.	Consider	these	examples:The	Road	by	Cormac	McCarthy:	The	chilling	wind	bites	at	skin	while	ash	falls	like	snow	in	a	post-apocalyptic	world.The	Night	Circus	by	Erin	Morgenstern:	The	taste	of	caramel	popcorn	lingers	on	the	tongue	as	mysterious	performers	enchant	audiences	under	a	starry
sky.A	Man	Called	Ove	by	Fredrik	Backman:	The	warmth	of	freshly	baked	cinnamon	buns	wraps	around	characters,	evoking	memories	of	home.These	instances	show	how	modern	authors	use	sensory	details	to	engage	readers	fully	in	their	narratives.Incorporating	sensory	details	enhances	your	writing	and	engages	readers	on	multiple	levels.	Here	are	some	effective	strategies	to	achieve	this.Use	precise	language	to	paint	a	vivid	picture.	Instead	of	saying	flowers,	specify	vibrant	red	tulips	or	delicate	white	daisies.	This	specificity	creates	stronger	imagery	that
resonates	with	readers.	Think	about	what	makes	each	detail	unique,	like	the	specific	shade	of	blue	in	a	summer	sky	or	the	exact	texture	of	sand	beneath	bare	feet.Dont	limit	yourself	to	just	sight.	Include	auditory	elements,	such	as	the	rustling	of	leaves	or	distant	laughter.	Add	olfactory	descriptions	like	the	scent	of	freshly	cut	grass	or	baking	cookies.	Incorporate	tactile	sensations	too,	such	as	cold	raindrops	on	skin	or	warm	sunlight	on	a	face.	By	engaging	all	senses,	you	immerse	your	audience	fully	in	your	narrative.Craft	comparisons	that	resonate	with
emotions.	Instead	of	stating	something	is	beautiful,	say	its	as	captivating	as	a	sunset.	Such	phrases	evoke	feelings	while	enhancing	sensory	perceptions.	Keep	them	relevant;	if	describing	taste,	you	might	compare	ripe	fruit	to	natures	candy.	Effective	use	of	similes	and	metaphors	deepens	connections	with	readers	by	making	experiences	relatable.

What's	a	sensory	description.	What	does	sensory	details	mean.	What	is	a	sensory	detail.


