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There are two things to keep in mind about this misunderstood punctuation mark. First, there should not be spaces around hyphens. Second, hyphens should not be used interchangeably with dashes (with the exception of Rule 6 below), which are noticeably longer. Hyphens' main purpose is to glue words together. They notify the reader that two or
more elements in a sentence are linked. Although there are rules and customs governing hyphens, there are also situations when writers must decide whether to add them for clarity. Hyphens Between Words Rule la. Generally, hyphenate two or more words when they come before a noun they modify and act as a single idea. This is called a
compound adjective. Examples: an off-campus apartment state-of-the-art designWhen a compound adjective follows a noun, a hyphen is usually not necessary. Example: The apartment is off campus.However, some established compound adjectives are always hyphenated. Double-check with a dictionary or online. Example: The design is state-of-the-
art. Rule 1b. Use suspended hyphens when two or more compound adjectives come before the noun they modify. Example: We offer the finest protective equipment, including latex- and phthalate-free gloves. Incorrect: You can expect a three-four-week delay in processing. Correct: You can expect a three- to four-week delay in processing. This is
equivalent to writing You can expect a three-week to four-week delay in processing. Rule 2a. A hyphen is frequently required when forming original compound verbs for vivid writing, humor, or special situations. Examples: The slacker video-gamed his way through life. Queen Victoria throne-sat for six decades. Rule 2b. When writing out new, original,
or unusual compound nouns, writers should hyphenate whenever doing so avoids confusion. Examples: I changed my diet and became a no-meater. No-meater is too confusing without the hyphen. The slacker was a video gamer. Video gamer is clear without a hyphen, although some writers might prefer to hyphenate it.Writers using familiar
compound verbs and nouns should consult a dictionary or look online to decide if these verbs and nouns should be hyphenated. Rule 3. An often overlooked rule for hyphens: The adverb very and adverbs ending in ly are not hyphenated. Incorrect: the very-elegant watch Incorrect: the finely-tuned watchThis rule applies only to adverbs. The following
two examples are correct because the ly words are not adverbs: Correct: the friendly-looking dog Correct: a family-owned cafe Rule 4. Hyphens are often used to tell the ages of people and things. A handy rule, whether writing about years, months, or any other period of time, is to use hyphens unless the period of time (years, months, weeks, days) is
written in plural form: With hyphens: We have a two-year-old child. We have a two-year-old. No hyphens: The child is two years old. (Because years is plural.) Exception: The child is one year old. (Or day, week, month, etc.)Note that when hyphens are involved in expressing ages, two hyphens are required. Many writers forget the second hyphen:
Incorrect: We have a two-year old child.Without the second hyphen, the sentence is about an "old child." Rule 5. Never hesitate to add a hyphen if it solves a possible problem. Following are two examples of well-advised hyphens: Confusing: Springfield has little town charm. With hyphen: Springfield has little-town charm.Without the hyphen, the
sentence seems to say that Springfield is a dreary place. With the hyphen, little-town becomes a compound adjective, making the writer's intention clear: Springfield is a charming small town. Confusing: She had a concealed weapons permit. With hyphen: She had a concealed-weapons permit.With no hyphen, we can only guess: Was the weapons
permit hidden from sight, or was it a permit for concealed weapons? The hyphen makes concealed-weapons a compound adjective, so the reader knows that the writer meant a permit for concealed weapons. Rule 6. When using numbers, hyphenate spans or estimates of time, distance, or other quantities. Remember not to use spaces around hyphens.
Examples: 3:15-3:45 p.m. 1999-2016 300-325 peopleNote: Most publishers use the slightly longer en dash instead of a hyphen in this situation. Examples: 3:15-3:45 p.m. 1999-2016 300-325 people Rule 7a. In general, with physical quantities, use a hyphen when the unit, abbreviation, or symbol is spelled out. Examples: 80-pound bag six-centimeter
caterpillar (Note: the number is spelled out here because it's less than ten and not used with a symbol or abbreviation.) 100-meter dash Rule 7b. In general, hyphens are not used between the numeral and the abbreviation or symbol, even when they are in adjectival form. Examples: 80 lb. bag 6 cm caterpillar 100 m dash (Note: use a period when
abbreviating English units but not when abbreviating metric units.) NOTE Rules 7a. and 7b. are based on standard usages in mathematical, statistical, technical, and scientific texts. However, specialized fields such as healthcare, education, and science often adhere to their own specific stylebook. In those cases, the stylebook should serve as the
writer’s guiding authority. Rule 8. Hyphenate all compound numbers from twenty-one through ninety-nine. Examples: thirty-two children one thousand two hundred twenty-one dollars Rule 9a. Hyphenate all spelled-out fractions. But do not hyphenate fractions introduced with a or an. Examples: More than one-third of registered voters oppose the
measure. More than a third of registered voters oppose the measure. Rule 9b. When writing out numbers with fractions, hyphenate only the fractions unless the construction is a compound adjective. Correct: The sign is five and one-half feet long. Correct: A five-and-one-half-foot-long sign. Incorrect: The sign is five-and-one-half feet long.See also Rule
2b in Writing Numbers. Rule 10a. Do not hyphenate proper nouns of more than one word when they are used as compound adjectives. Incorrect: She is an Academy-Award nominee. Correct: She is an Academy Award nominee. Rule 10b. However, hyphenate most double last names. Example: Sir Winthrop Heinz-Eakins will attend. Rule 11. Many
editors do not hyphenate certain well-known expressions. They believe that set phrases, because of their familiarity (e.g., high school, ice cream, twentieth century), can go before a noun without risk of confusing the reader. Examples: a high school senior an ice cream cone a twentieth century throwbackHowever, other editors prefer hyphenating all
compound modifiers, even those with low risk of ambiguity. Examples: a high-school senior an ice-cream cone a twentieth-century throwback Rule 12. When in doubt, look it up. Some familiar phrases may require hyphens. For instance, is a book up to date or up-to-date? Don't guess; have a dictionary close by, or look it up online. Hyphens with
Prefixes A prefix (a, un, de, ab, sub, post, anti, etc.) is a letter or set of letters placed before a root word. The word prefix itself contains the prefix pre. Prefixes expand or change a word's meaning, sometimes radically: the prefixes a, un, and dis, for example, change words into their opposites (e.g., political, apolitical; friendly, unfriendly; regular,
irregular; honor, dishonor). Rule 1. Hyphenate prefixes when they come before proper nouns or proper adjectives. Examples: trans-American mid-July Rule 2. In describing family relations, great requires a hyphen, but grand becomes part of the word without a hyphen. Examples: My grandson and my granduncle never met. My great-great-
grandfather fought in the Civil War.Do not hyphenate half brother or half sister. Rule 3. For clarity, many writers hyphenate prefixes ending in a vowel when the root word begins with the same letter. Example: ultra-ambitious semi-invalidHowever, in recognition of the modern trend toward spare hyphenation, do not hyphenate after pre and re
prefixes when the root word begins with e. Rule 4. Hyphenate all words beginning with the prefixes self-, ex- (i.e., former), and all-. Examples: self-assured ex-mayor all-knowing Rule 5. Use a hyphen with the prefix re when omitting the hyphen would cause confusion with another word. Examples: Will she recover from her illness? I have re-covered
the sofa twice. Omitting the hyphen would cause confusion with recover. I must re-press the shirt. Omitting the hyphen would cause confusion with repress. The stamps have been reissued. A hyphen after re- is not needed because there is no confusion with another word. Rule 6. Writers often hyphenate prefixes when they feel a word might be
distracting or confusing without the hyphen. Examples: de-ice With no hyphen we get deice, which might stump readers. co-worker With no hyphen we get coworker, which could be distracting because it starts with cow. Hyphens with Suffixes A suffix (y, er, ism, able, etc.) is a letter or set of letters that follows a root word. Suffixes form new words or
alter the original word to perform a different task. For example, the noun scandal can be made into the adjective scandalous by adding the suffix ous. It becomes the verb scandalize by adding the suffix ize. Rule 1. Suffixes are not usually hyphenated. Some exceptions: -style, -elect, -free, -based. Examples: Modernist-style paintings Mayor-elect Smith
sugar-free soda oil-based sludge Rule 2. For clarity, writers often hyphenate when the last letter in the root word is the same as the first letter in the suffix. Examples: graffiti-ism wiretap-proof Rule 3. Use discretion—and sometimes a dictionary—before deciding to place a hyphen before a suffix. But do not hesitate to hyphenate a rare usage if it
avoids confusion. Examples: the annual dance-athon an eel-esque sea creatureAlthough the preceding hyphens help clarify unusual terms, they are optional and might not be every writer's choice. Still, many readers would scratch their heads for a moment over danceathon and eelesque. Are you ready for the quiz? Posted at 01:30h in FAQ - English &
Grammar by HeyTutor A hyphen is a short horizontal line (-) that glues words or parts of words together. A fun example would be the name of Marvel’s iconic web-slinging hero—which is “Spider-man” and not “Spiderman.” While a hyphen might look slightly similar to a dash, both are not interchangeable. Hyphens serve a completely different role, as
you’ll soon find out. We write hyphens with the symbol (-). If you're using a U.S keyboard, you'll find the hyphen symbol next to the “0” key. Understanding when to use a hyphen is easy. You just need to follow a few simple rules. Using a Hyphen with Compound words (Hyphenated Compound) We use hyphens when two or more words combine to
create a compound word with a new meaning. For instance, the words “broad” and “minded” mean two different things on their own. However, when you pair them together, they form “broad-minded”—which is a compound word with a completely new meaning. Some other examples of compound words that we can create using hyphens include:
Two-tone Mother-in-Law Half-baked Sugar-free Get-together Self-restraint All-to-common Good-bye (also spelled goodbye)Using Hyphens with Numbers Hyphens work with numbers. We use hyphens when spelling numbers between 21 and 99. For instance, if you write out a list of numbers between eighteen and twenty-eight, it should read: Eighteen
Nineteen Twenty Twenty-one Twenty-two Twenty-three Twenty-four Twenty-five Twenty-six Twenty-seven Twenty-eight Hyphens with Fractions Hyphens also come in handy when we write fractions. The figure is spelled by placing a hyphen between the numerator and denominator. Some examples of this include: One-third Four-fifth Four-tenths Six-
hundredth Hyphens with Numbers and an Adjectival Compound Hyphens help join a number with a word when it occurs as a compound adjective. To see how this might work, consider the following examples: John was so exhausted that he slept all through his 10-hour flight. We have a three-year-old son The last thing he expected to find on his
doorstep was a seven-month-old pup In these examples, 10-hour and seven-month are linked by a hyphen because they are compound adjectives made up of multiple words. We also sometimes use hyphens to connect words with unit abbreviations. For instance: Sarah watered the garden using a 6-ft long hose Adam struggled to walk up the stairs
with the 10-1b bag of flour Note: Hyphens should never be used with a metric symbol such as ° (degrees). Using Hyphens with Compound Modifiers When multiple words join to modify a noun, they become a compound adjective and require a connecting hyphen. Some examples of two-word compound adjectives linked by hyphens include: Will Smith
is a well-known actor Cameron is a part-time worker Kindness is a two-way street An important rule to remember is that hyphens only connect word-pairs that modify (or come before) the noun.* When the words occur after the noun, they do not always need a hyphen. For instance, we can rewrite the example above as: Will Smith is an actor who is
well known *There are the occasional exceptions. Some editors advise against the use of hyphens with popular compound expressions. For instance, the words high school and ice cream are easy to identify. Still, it’s best to use a hyphen to reduce the risk of ambiguity in a sentence. Hyphens with Three or More words Most compound adjectives
consist of two words. However, they can sometimes be longer. For example: He fell in love with her salt-and-pepper hair Forgetting to use a hyphen is an all-to-common mistake Jane is a far-too-chatty counselor Mark turned out to be a by-the-numbers accountant Hyphens with Prefixes and Suffixes While hyphens are sometimes used with prefixes
and suffixes, knowing when to add them can be a little challenging at first. However, you can quickly solve this by following a few quick rules: Always use a hyphen when the letter at the start of the base word is the same as the letter at the end of the prefix. For example: Co-occupants Anti-inflammatory Intra-arterial Use a hyphen with word pairs
that start with any of these prefixes: Self (e.g., Self-service) All (e.g., All-knowing) Ex (e.g., Ex-girlfriend) Use a hyphen whenever a proper noun follows a prefix. For example: Mid-July Pro-Nazi Afro-American Un-British Hyphens with Suffixes We use a hyphen with words that end with suffixes like “elect,” “type,” and “designate.” For example,
governor-elect, president-elect, and bold-type. Other suffixes that may require a suffix include words that end with like and fold, such as bell-like or twenty-fold. What is a Suspended Hyphen? A suspended hyphen (also known as suspensive hyphenation) is an English rule that determines how hyphens work when writing a sentence with multiple
hyphenated adjectives that end with the same last word. Instead of listing out all the compound adjectives, we simply add a hyphen to the last word and delete all the other instances. Some examples include: Wrong: “We’re considering a three-week to five-week vacation.” Correct: “We’re considering taking a three- to five-week vacation.” Wrong: “The
company is reviewing its open-door and close-door policies.” Correct: “The company is reviewing its open- and close-door policies.” What's the difference between a hyphen and a dash? Although hyphens and dashes are both straight lines, they serve different purposes. A dash (—) is longer than a hyphen (-). Dashes also separate a group of words,
while hyphens join words or parts of a word. In some cases, dashes may serve as a replacement for commas or parenthesis. For example: One of the things I love about long-eared dogs—in addition to how adorable they look—is that they’re incredibly loyal. In the above example, a hyphen is used with long-eared. In contrast, an em-dash separates the
phrase “in addition to how cuddly they are.” Share — copy and redistribute the material in any medium or format for any purpose, even commercially. Adapt — remix, transform, and build upon the material for any purpose, even commercially. The licensor cannot revoke these freedoms as long as you follow the license terms. Attribution — You must
give appropriate credit , provide a link to the license, and indicate if changes were made . You may do so in any reasonable manner, but not in any way that suggests the licensor endorses you or your use. ShareAlike — If you remix, transform, or build upon the material, you must distribute your contributions under the same license as the original. No
additional restrictions — You may not apply legal terms or technological measures that legally restrict others from doing anything the license permits. You do not have to comply with the license for elements of the material in the public domain or where your use is permitted by an applicable exception or limitation . No warranties are given. The
license may not give you all of the permissions necessary for your intended use. For example, other rights such as publicity, privacy, or moral rights may limit how you use the material. Hyphens may seem like small marks, but they play an important role in making writing clearer and more precise. Knowing when to use a hyphen can help avoid
confusion, especially when combining words or forming compound adjectives. This guide will explore when hyphens are necessary, how they can change the meaning of sentences, and some common mistakes to watch out for. Whether you’re new to hyphen rules or just looking to brush up, these tips and examples will help you feel confident in using
hyphens correctly. Why Do Hyphens Confuse People? Hyphens often confuse people due to their seemingly inconsistent rules and the varying contexts in which they are used. Writers frequently struggle with whether to hyphenate compound words, as some combinations require a hyphen while others do not. For instance, “mother-in-law” uses
hyphens, but “basketball” does not. Additionally, the same word can convey different meanings based on hyphen usage, leading to misunderstandings; for example, “high-speed chase” refers specifically to a chase at high speeds, whereas “high speed chase” can be interpreted more broadly. This inconsistency and the potential for ambiguity make it
challenging for many to master hyphen use in their writing. ¥ Quick Summary Hyphens are small but powerful punctuation marks that link words and clarify meaning. Use hyphens for compound modifiers before nouns (e.g., well-known author), with certain prefixes (e.g., self-esteem), in numbers like twenty-one, and to avoid ambiguity. Avoid
hyphens with adverbs ending in -ly, common compound words (e.g., notebook), and compound adjectives after nouns. Knowing these rules helps make your writing clearer and more professional. What is a Hyphen? A hyphen (-) is a small dash that connects words or parts of words to clarify their relationship. Unlike a dash, which is longer, a hyphen
serves very specific functions in writing, such as joining compound words, linking prefixes and suffixes, and forming compound modifiers. Hyphens are especially useful in creating clear, concise expressions that can help avoid misunderstandings. While they may seem minor, hyphens play a vital role in ensuring that sentences convey exactly what
they’re meant to. Hyphen (-) vs Dash (- or —) Hyphens and dashes look similar but serve different purposes in writing. A hyphen (-) is shorter and connects words or parts of words, such as in “well-known” or “mother-in-law.” Dashes, on the other hand, come in two types: the en dash (-) and the em dash (—). An en dash typically indicates a range, like
“pages 10-20,” while an em dash is used for breaks in thought or to add emphasis, as in “She had one goal—success.” When to Use a Hyphen Hyphens are often used in compound words, numbers, prefixes, and to avoid ambiguity. Below, we’ll break down the main instances where hyphens are commonly used. Compound Modifiers Before Nouns
Hyphens are used to link two or more words that work together to describe a noun. This helps clarify meaning, as the hyphen indicates that the words function as a single adjective. Examples: well-known author (an author who is well-known) high-quality materials (materials of high quality) Note: Hyphens are typically omitted if the modifier follows
the noun (e.g., The author is well known). Compound Words Some compound words require hyphens, especially when they could otherwise be confusing or unclear. While many compounds are solid (like “notebook”) or open (like “ice cream”), hyphens are used in cases where they improve readability. Examples: mother-in-law two-thirds editor-in-chief
Compound words with hyphens often appear in dictionaries, so checking for the correct form can be helpful. Numbers and Fractions Hyphens are used in numbers between twenty-one and ninety-nine and for fractions used as adjectives. Examples: thirty-three students one-third of the pie However, fractions used as nouns generally don’t require
hyphens (e.g., He ate one third of the cake). Prefixes and Suffixes Hyphens are often used to join prefixes and suffixes to base words, especially when adding clarity or avoiding awkward combinations of letters. Common cases include prefixes like self- and ex-, or when the prefix ends and the base word begins with the same vowel. Examples: self-
esteem ex-husband re-enter anti-inflammatory Note: Many modern prefixes, like re and pre, no longer require hyphens unless clarity is an issue. Avoiding Ambiguity or Awkward Readings Hyphens can help prevent confusion by clarifying meaning in cases where a sentence might otherwise be misread. Examples: re-sign (to sign again) vs. resign (to
quit) co-op (a cooperative organization) vs. coop (a cage for poultry) Hyphens play a small but significant role in preventing misunderstandings in such cases. In Compound Numbers and Compound Nouns In dates, ages, and spelled-out numbers, hyphens help maintain clarity and readability. Examples: twenty-five-year-old man two-hour meeting
ninety-five percent For age, if it directly describes a noun, hyphens are used (e.g., a five-year-old child); however, they aren’t needed when the age is used as a standalone phrase (e.g., The child is five years old). With Specific Prefixes Some prefixes are almost always hyphenated, including ex-, self-, and all-. Examples: all-inclusive package self-care
routine ex-mayor Must Read: Semicolon or Semi-Colon: Correct Spelling & Usage Explained When Not to Use a Hyphen While hyphens can be helpful in clarifying meaning, they aren’t always necessary. Here are some guidelines on when not to use a hyphen, along with examples to illustrate common mistakes. With Adverbs Ending in -ly When an
adverb ending in -ly modifies an adjective, a hyphen is generally not needed. This is because the -ly ending makes it clear that the adverb is modifying the adjective, so adding a hyphen would be redundant. Examples: Correct: a highly regarded author Incorrect: a highly-regarded author Correct: an easily accessible location Incorrect: an easily-
accessible location In Common Compound Words Many compound words have become standard without hyphens, especially when they are frequently used. Over time, compound words often lose their hyphens as they become more familiar to readers. If you’'re unsure, check a dictionary to confirm whether the compound is solid (no hyphen) or open
(two words). Examples: Correct: notebook, email, postman Incorrect: note-book, e-mail, post-man With Most Prefixes Most prefixes do not require a hyphen unless it’s necessary to avoid confusion or awkward combinations of letters. Common prefixes like pre-, non-, sub-, and re- usually form closed compounds without hyphens. Examples: Correct:
rethink, preorder, nonprofit Incorrect: re-think, pre-order, non-profit Exception: Hyphens may still be used with prefixes if it helps avoid ambiguity (e.g., re-cover vs. recover) or in cases where the prefix and root word start with the same vowel, as in re-enter. With Ages and Numbers Used as Nouns Hyphens are typically used in ages and numbers
only when they act as adjectives directly modifying a noun. When ages and numbers are used as standalone nouns or within phrases, they don’t require hyphens. Examples: Correct: The child is five years old. Incorrect: The child is five-years-old. Correct: I'll arrive in twenty minutes. Incorrect: I'll arrive in twenty-minutes. With Compound Adjectives
Following a Noun When a compound adjective follows the noun it describes, it usually does not require a hyphen. Hyphens are generally used for compound adjectives only when they come directly before the noun. Examples: Correct: The solution is well known. Incorrect: The solution is well-known. Correct: The approach is cost effective. Incorrect:
The approach is cost-effective. With Possessive Forms of Compound Nouns When using possessive forms of compound nouns, it’s best to avoid adding a hyphen in the possessive format. Instead, place the possessive apostrophe directly at the end of the word. Examples: Correct: my sister-in-law’s house Incorrect: my sister-in-law’s-house Correct: the
editor in chief’s opinion Incorrect: the editor-in-chief’s-opinion Avoiding unnecessary hyphens keeps writing clean and easy to read. By following these guidelines, you’ll be able to identify when hyphens truly add clarity and when they might just clutter your sentences. Etymology of Hyphen The term hyphen traces back to the Greek word hyphén,
meaning “together” or “in one,” reflecting its early use to connect syllables or words meant to be spoken as a unit. This use began as a Greek adverb, translating roughly to “under one,” from the elements hypo- (meaning “under”) and hen (“one”). Scholars in ancient Greece used a mark, later called the hyphen, to show that two parts should be read
as a single word. This symbol and meaning were later adopted by Latin and eventually entered English in the 1600s, becoming an essential tool for linking words and clarifying phrases in writing. Conclusion Understanding when to use a hyphen is a valuable skill that can make your writing clearer and more precise. Hyphens are especially helpful in
linking compound words, clarifying modifiers, and preventing misinterpretations. However, knowing when not to use a hyphen is equally important, as unnecessary hyphens can clutter your text. By following the guidelines on hyphen usage—and keeping an eye on common pitfalls—you’ll create well-structured, professional writing. The hyphen might
seem small, but its proper use has a big impact on readability and comprehension. Sources Merriam-Webster (Hyphen Definition & Meaning), Scribbr (Hyphen (-) | Rules of Correct Punctuation), and Etymonline (Etymology of hyphen by etymonline). Knowing when to use a hyphen in a sentence improves your grammar. It allows you to tell between
hyphenated adjectives and open compound words. This skill also helps you differentiate between a hyphen and a dash.If you're not sure whether you should hyphenate a word or not, this guide will show you the rules, usage, and examples you need to learn. Compound words are common in English writing. Some examples include “brother-in-law,”
“ex-commissioner,” and “anti-intellectual.” The hyphen (-) is a type of punctuation mark that connects these multiple words. Place the hyphen between the letters without any spaces.According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, a hyphen is a “punctuation mark that divides or compounds different numbers, word elements, and words.” However, not all
compound words use a hyphen. A hyphen connects numbers and words, while a dash separates them. Many get confused between the two because they are commonly found in non-fiction and fiction writing, and they have a similar look. You can interchange the two in informal writing but not in formal contexts.A hyphen (-) joins two words to have one
meaning. Use hyphens in writing as compound nouns, verbs, and adjectives. For example:Not-so-pretty.Run-down.Editor-in-chief.Up-to-date.Bell-like.Fifty-one.Anti-nuclear.The en dash (-) is a type of dash that marks ranges with the meaning “to.” For example:Denver-Los Angeles.1925-1989.Pages 68-78.In the phrases “between... and...” and “from...
to...,” you can keep the word “to” or “and” instead of including the en dash. Incorrect: She traveled from Washington-London to see him.Correct: She traveled from Washington to London to see him.Sometimes, an en dash can replace a hyphen in a compound adjective. This rule applies to open compounds. For example:The post-World War II years
were difficult for some countries.The em dash (—), which is longer than the hyphen and en dash, separates information in a sentence. It separates details that you can remove from the sentence without consequence. The punctuation mark functions as a pair of commas or parentheses. For example:Berries—such as blackberries, strawberries, and
cherries—should be added as cake toppings.In this sentence, you can remove the phrase “such as blackberries, strawberries, and cherries,” and the sentence is still understandable. Write the em dash without spaces on both sides. Use hyphens at the end of a line when dividing a word that doesn’t fit in the line. Make sure you're dividing between
syllables, and you don’t divide a one-syllable word. Here’s an example:Ronald asked Jemma, “When are you perform-ing?” Do not divide a word into syllables if there’s only one letter left in the word. In the same way, do not divide the word into syllables if only two letters will start the line. Instead, place the whole word in the following line.Incorrect:
She’s not a-fraid of the dark.Correct: She’s not afraid of the dark.Hyphens in compound nouns are common. But others can also be in the form of open or closed compounds. Here are some examples of hyphenated compound nouns:My brother-in-law came to visit yesterday.She was promoted to editor-in-chief.Note that modern dictionaries have
different spellings for some words. For example, some prefer “bookkeeper,” while others recommend “book keeper.” Only a few say that it should be “book-keeper.” Check your preferred dictionary if you’re unsure.The plurals of compound nouns can be tricky. But the general rule is to add “s” to the principal word. For example:Brothers-in-
law.Editors-in-chief.Passers-by.Use a hyphen for a compound modifier only if the word you are modifying is right after the modifier. Hyphenated compound adjectives are the most common modifiers. For example:Please refrain from making last-minute changes to the paper because we might not be able to explain them.We have three two-bedroom
units available.In this sentence, “last-minute” is hyphenated as a single adjective because the word it modifies, “changes,” comes after it. Here are other examples of phrases that use hyphens in compound adjectives:High-level radiation.Prize-winning book.Four-storey building.Cost-effective project.Real-time plotting.Larger compound adjectives also
use hyphens. For example:Their not-so-happy ending led to a divorce.Wait until he sends you the it’s-not-you-it’s-me message.Some complex compounds require an en dash instead of a hyphen. These difficult compound terms change the punctuation because the element is an open compound or hyphenated compound. For example:The old man was a
National Book Award-winning writer.The e-book-only publisher sent me an approval email.Consult the dictionary to check if you should hyphenate some familiar compound verbs. Here are some examples of hyphenated compound verbs in sentences:Thanks for gift-wrapping my purchase.She baby-sat the neighbor’s sons last week.Use a hyphen every
time you form original compound verbs for particular contexts or humor. For example:An uninspired man video-games his problems away.Participle compound adjectives are another type of compound modifier that sometimes require hyphenation. In the English language, participles are words that come from a verb but can act as adjectives or
construct verb tenses. However, a key rule is only to hyphenate participles when the participle you are mixing comes after the noun. As with other compound adjectives, hyphenating means the words function as one unit of meaning. For example:The good-looking man stared at me.A well-known chef will be cooking for the wedding.Use a hyphen to
make words with double vowels more readable. For example:The country stayed semi-independent after being colonized.Hallmark is a pre-eminent greeting card company.Use a hyphen with compound numbers. For example:Isn’t she turning forty-six this year?This company turned fifty-five years old last month.Use a hyphen to tell the age and lengths
of time of things and people. A handy rule to avoid confusion is to use hyphens except when the period is in plural form. This guideline applies to months, years, weeks, days, and more. For example:Lily and Ron now have a three-year-old child. (compound adjective)Lily and Ron now have a three-year-old. (multi-word compound noun)In the first
sentence, “three-year-old” is a unit that modifies the noun “child.” In the second sentence, “three-year-old” is a noun in itself.Here’s a sentence example where you don’t need to put a hyphen because “years” is in plural:Lily and Ron’s child is two years old. Use a hyphen to indicate distance and time estimates. Do not add a space between these
characters. For example:I'll be there at around 2:00-2:30 PM.There will be 300-400 attendees.Some publishers ignore this rule for hyphens. Instead, they use an en dash. For example:Most style guidelines use hyphens for modifiers that show metric and English units. For example:The businessman owns a 50-foot yacht.Four people carried the 100-
pound dining table.But The Chicago Manual of Style states that you shouldn’t use a hyphen when using the abbreviation for measurement. Here are some examples:The businessman owns a 50 ft. yacht.Four people carried the 100 lb. dining table.Another rule on when to use a hyphen is when you join a prefix to a capitalized word. For example:un-
American.post-Easter.pre-Christmas.You should also use hyphens in prefixes “self-,” “all-,” and the reflexive prefix “ex-.” For example:All-knowing.Ex-boyfriend.Self-esteem. Suffixes are letters that you can find after a root word. They form new words with different meanings. For example, adding the suffix ize after scandal turns it into
scandalize.Always add a hyphen with the suffixes “-elect,” “-type,” and “-designate.” For example:All the books I read mentioned the heroic act of the president-elect. Some words with the suffix “like” also require a hyphen if the root word has three or more syllables. For example:The factory-like school building needs a renovation. The suffix “-like”
also needs a hyphen if the combination of letters forms two L'’s or if the root word used is a proper noun. For example:The Sydney Opera House has a famous shell-like structure.She knows how to make Burger King-like burgers.The citizens want the woman to be re-elected for a second term.The Prefix Re-Use a hyphen with “re-” if removing the
hyphen will change its meaning or cause confusion. For example:The upholsterer re-covered the couch in red fabric.Removing the hyphen will cause confusion with recover, which means “to return to the normal state of health, strength, or mind.” Try to re-press the button.If you remove the hyphen, it will cause confusion with repress, which means
“to subdue someone or something using force.”Add a hyphen letter by letter if you’'re trying to explain or show how to spell out a word. For example:The correct spelling of “chiaroscurist” is c-h-i-a-r-o-s-c-u-r-i-s-t.Use a hyphen to show crying or stammering when narrating. For example:“I’m s-s-sorry I broke the c-car.”You can use other symbols or
punctuation marks instead of a hyphen, depending on the context.Never use a hyphen to denote a break or pause in your sentence. Instead, try a colon or a dash. For example:Incorrect: They finally came up with a unanimous verdict-not guilty.Correct: They finally came up with a unanimous verdict: not guilty.Correct: They finally came up with a
unanimous verdict—not guilty.The first sentence implies that “verdict-not” is a hyphenated compound word when it’s not.It’s incorrect to use a hyphen in place of “to” or “through,” except when discussing dates. Here’s an example:Incorrect: We were together from the fall of 2016 - summer of 2017.Correct: We were together from the fall of 2016 to
the summer of 2017.Use the conjunction “and” instead of a hyphen if the word “between” appears before. For example:Incorrect: The estimated arrival time is between 5-8 in the morning.Correct: The estimated arrival time is between 5 and 8 in the morning. Here are more examples of how you can use hyphens in sentences. Last month, BuzzFeed,
whose founder Jonah Peretti has insisted that his company’s ad-based model would allow it to provide free news to many more people than the Times’s subscribers base, announced another round of cuts to its news unit (Vox)Five Fifty-Five North will open in The Federal hotel, and Bay Bowls launches a second location. (Portland Press Herald)Same
for Spencer Dinwiddie, who had 22 points, but also missed six free throws. These are the not-so-little things that derail a team in a winnable playoff game. And this game certainly was winnable. (Dallas Mavericks)Place the pan in the hot oven for 10 to 15 minutes, then fluff the rice and check the texture. Once it’s ready to go, re-cover the rice and let
it sit on the counter until serving time. (The Pioneer Woman)It stated that the proposed development would provide 14 dwellings in a mix of five one-bed and two two-bed ground floor apartments, in addition to five three-bed and two four-bed duplexes. (Echo Live)Use a hyphen to separate words and word elements instead of separating parenthetical
statements. You should also use hyphenated adjectives if the word they modify comes after the modifier. It’s also correct to use this punctuation mark to tell lengths and time estimates. I hope this article boosted your grammar by teaching you when to use a hyphen in a sentence. A hyphen is a punctuation mark used to join words or parts of words.
Hyphens are frequently used in compound modifiers when the modifier comes before the word it’s modifying. Hyphens are also used in compound words. A hyphen is often incorrectly used in place of an en dash (-) or em dash (—). Numbers between twenty-one and ninety-nine should be hyphenated when spelled out. A hyphen is a punctuation mark
used to connect words, creating compounds. Sometimes, a hyphen becomes a permanent part of the spelling of a compound term, no matter where the term is used in a sentence. Other times, whether or not you should use a hyphen depends on how a compound functions grammatically in a particular sentence. Hyphens are extremely helpful, and
they can also be confusing at times. Read on to learn more about when to use a hyphen and how to use a hyphen correctly. The Al writing assistant for anyone with work to do Table of contents What is a hyphen? Hyphen vs. dashes How to use a hyphen correctly Hyphens in compound modifiers Hyphens in compound words Hyphens in numbers
Hyphens with prefixes Capitalizing hyphenated words Still not sure how to use a hyphen correctly? When to use a hyphen FAQs What is a hyphen? A hyphen (-) is a punctuation mark used to join words or parts of words, forming compounds. Hyphens are not interchangeable with dashes. Hyphen vs. dashes While a hyphen is used to join words or parts
of words, forming compounds, dashes can be used to separate words, indicate ranges, and in some cases, indicate the connection between words. There are two types of dash: the en dash (-) and the em dash (—). It can be easy to confuse a hyphen with a dash, as they’re all short horizontal lines between words. Here’s an easy way to tell the
difference: a hyphen is the shortest, an en dash is longer, and an em dash is the longest. But despite their visual similarity, they play different roles in writing. Here’s a quick example: Hyphen: Thirty-six people came to the party. En dash: Thirty-six people came to the party. The first example is correct, but the second one is not. How to use a hyphen
correctly When a compound modifier, also known as a phrasal adjective, appears before the noun it is modifying, hyphens are often used between the words in the compound modifier to avoid ambiguity or the possibility of misreading. For example, in the sentence The most-loved menu items are on the back, it is clear that most-loved refers to the
items on the menu that are the most popular. Now, read it again without the hyphen: The most loved menu items are on the back. This could be saying that the back of the menu is where you’ll find the highest number of loved menu items. It’s ambiguous without the hyphen. Check a dictionary to ensure you're using hyphens correctly in a compound
word; some compounds are hyphenated and some aren’t. Grammarly can identify correct hyphen usage as you write, saving you time and catching errors. Hyphens in compound modifiers Compound modifiers, also known as phrasal adjectives, are pairs or groups of words (of any part of speech) that join together to function as an adjective by
modifying a noun. When a compound modifier appears before the noun it is modifying, it often makes sense to place hyphens between the elements of the compound to make the connectedness of the elements clear. When a compound modifier appears after the noun it is modifying, it should almost always stay open (unhyphenated). Hyphens in
compound modifiers before nouns There is no grammatical rule that tells us exactly which compound modifiers to hyphenate before a noun and which ones to leave open. Instead, the rule is to hyphenate when doing so makes the sentence’s meaning clearer. Here are a few examples of hyphenated compound modifiers before nouns: It’s recommended
you don’t take down any load-bearing walls when renovating. My seventeen-year-old car is still running well. Zev’s impossible-to-miss hat made it easy to find them in the crowd. Our remodeling attempts this month ended up making a couch-size hole in the wall. With two exceptions, it’s never grammatically incorrect to use hyphens in a compound
modifier that appears before a noun. Those exceptions are when the first word of the compound modifier is an adverb that ends in -ly and when the compound modifier is a proper noun: I drank lightly sweetened tea. I drank lightly-sweetened tea. She was a Long Island resident for many years. She was a Long-Island resident for many years. No
hyphens in compound modifiers after nouns No hyphen is generally needed if the noun comes before its compound modifier. Here are a few examples: That wall is load bearing. My car is seventeen years old. Zev’s hat was impossible to miss, making them easy to spot in the crowd. Hyphens in compound modifiers with participles Compound modifiers
that include present or past participles follow the same rules as any other compound modifier. When we combine an adjective, a noun, or an adverb that doesn’t end in -ly with a present participle (the -ing form of a verb) to describe another word, we use a hyphen to clarify the combined descriptor’s meaning. There are beautiful looking flowers in the
garden. Without the hyphen between beautiful and looking, your reader may stumble over the sentence. Perhaps there’s a new type of daisy called the “looking flower”? There are some beautiful-looking flowers in the garden. Fast-acting medication can be useful when one has a headache. The belt-tightening measures at the company included some
layoffs. I prefer a forward-facing seat on the train. However, don’t use a hyphen when you are combining an adverb ending in -ly and a participle. The room was like an ornately decorated chandelier. The room was like an ornately-decorated chandelier. Compound modifiers that contain a past participle follow the same rules as other compound
modifiers. Use a hyphen when the compound goes before the noun it modifies: The municipal government is funding a community-based education system. Wind-powered generators can be excellent sources of electricity. Many veterinarians find meat-fed cats to be quite healthy. A well-known local singer will perform tonight. It’s unnecessary to use a
hyphen when a compound modifier containing a past participle follows the noun it's modifying. The singer performing tonight is well known. Depending on which dictionary you use, you may find that it lists one of these phrases and calls for a hyphen. For instance, your dictionary may show “well-known” with a hyphen, implying that you should
always spell it that way. You won'’t be wrong if you use the hyphen, but remember the principle we just stated: it’s unnecessary. Hyphens with high, low, and all When using high or low as part of a compound modifier, use a hyphen when the compound comes before the noun it’s modifying. Low-flying airplanes contribute to the noise pollution in the
area. This car runs best on high-octane gasoline. Low-income families often face more stress than their higher-income counterparts. A high-interest savings account is one of the best ways to save money. When using all as part of a compound, use a hyphen if the compound is adjectival, whether before or after the noun it’s modifying, and leave the
compound open if it is adverbial. It’s a bad leader who thinks of themself as all-powerful. The team went all in to meet the deadline for their project. Hyphens in compound words When a pair or group of words is used together frequently enough, it often becomes part of the general vocabulary in the form of a permanent compound. As time passes,
many of these compounds continue to be spelled with hyphens between their component words. However, some hyphenated compounds become closed compounds—teen-ager became teenager, for instance. Check a dictionary if you're not sure how to spell a compound. Here are a few examples of common hyphenated compound words: Mother-in-law
Half-pipe Ten-year-old Six-pack Foot-pound President-elect Closed compound words Hyphenated compounds tend to become closed compounds (single words with no spaces and no hyphens) over time. Email instead of e-mail, for example, is increasingly common. If you aren’t sure whether a word is a closed compound or a hyphenated one, check a
dictionary. Notebook Halftime Waistcoat Fundraiser Chairperson Open compound terms Open compounds are spelled as two or more words separated by spaces. If you look up a compound and it isn’t in the dictionary, that means it should be open. Living room Real estate Dinner table Home base Phrasal verbs vs. compounds Phrasal verbs are two or
more words—usually a verb plus a preposition—that together act as a completely new verb with a meaning separate from those of the individual words. Phrasal verbs are not hyphenated. Here are some examples of sentences using phrasal verbs: Go ahead and take a seat. Should we dress up for the dinner tonight? Let’s get together for coffee next
week. Often, phrasal verbs have noun and/or adjective forms that are compounds, and many of those forms are hyphenated (or closed). Take care not to add a hyphen to a phrasal verb because its corresponding compound noun or adjective has one—this is a common error. Here are some example sentences using the compound noun forms of the
phrasal verbs from above: Once I have the go-ahead, I'll start building the fence. The dinner tonight is a dress-up occasion. What time on Saturday does Lorenzo’s get-together start? Hyphens in numbers Numbers between twenty-one and ninety-nine should be hyphenated when they’'re spelled out, no matter what function they’re performing in a
sentence. My parents arrived in Bratislava twenty-four hours ago. This is the eighty-first baseball game of the regular season. I've got ninety-two of these gizmos to sell. Spelled-out two-word simple fractions are also hyphenated. However, one-word simple fractions (such as half and quarter) as part of a compound are not joined by hyphens to the
other word or words of the compound in its noun form. I’ve seen about one-third of the movies on the AFI’s list. We’ve been sitting here for about a half hour. Hyphens in compound modifiers involving numbers When a number appears as the first part of a compound modifier that comes before a noun in a sentence, the compound modifier is
hyphenated. This applies whether the number is spelled out or in numerals and whether it is cardinal or ordinal. The president of the company gave a ten-minute speech to the board of directors. The shopping mall installed a 107-foot-tall LED tower. He is knowledgeable about thirteenth-century politics. The kid threw a rock at the second-story
window. However, a hyphen is not required if the number is the second word in a compound adjective. She has type 2 diabetes. There’s no basement 3 button in this elevator because it doesn’t go down that far. Hyphens are also not used between a number and the word “percent” appearing before a noun. The channel got a 90 percent bump in
subscribers after the video went viral. Hyphens in compound modifiers involving fractions When a fraction (e.g., half or quarter) is used as part of a compound adjective appearing before a noun, it should be hyphenated. I went on a three-quarter-mile run yesterday. They pitched an idea for a half-hour comedy to the network. The word half also
combines with other words to form compounds in nonmathematical contexts. These compounds are generally hyphenated when they are used as adjectives (before or after a noun) and open when they are used as nouns or verbs. She managed to salvage quite a bit of the half-burned sauce. I was only half-awake when I answered your call. He made a
half attempt to contribute to the conversation, but he didn’t really mind just listening to the others. They half wished for a live-in assistant. Hyphens with prefixes Hyphens are occasionally used after prefixes to separate doubled letters or syllables that might be confusing or easy to misread otherwise: co-op anti-inflammatory re-creation (for the act of
creating something again) Use hyphens between prefixes and capitalized words or numerals: Always use a hyphen with the prefix ex- (meaning former). Don’t seat Masami and Ira next to each other! They are ex-partners! Though she no longer held an official position, the ex-mayor still attended all the town’s functions. Always use a hyphen with the
reflexive prefix self-. Lying on the floor beside the plant he had knocked over and chewed on, the cat looked extremely self-satisfied. The famous artist’s self-absorption was often noted. Capitalizing hyphenated words When a hyphenated word appears at the start of a sentence, capitalize only the first word. Here are two examples: Extra-large shrimp
are always on the menu here. Client-facing roles can be challenging if you're new to sales. Whether you capitalize a hyphenated word or words in a title depends on the style guide you’'re using. Chicago, MLA, and APA style typically recommend capitalizing words after hyphens, per the same principles as other words in the title. Driving an Open-Top
Jeep Our Favorite Banana-Filled Pie Recipes If you're following a different style guide, this may or may not be the case, so always check before you submit your work. Still not sure how to use a hyphen correctly? Generally, use a hyphen to create a compound modifier if it comes before the noun it modifies, and use hyphens in a permanent compound if
the dictionary lists it as spelled that way. Hyphens also appear in numbers, fractions, and, occasionally, words that include prefixes. Using hyphens correctly shows that you take your writing seriously and want the work that you submit or publish to be polished. If you're not sure if you're using a hyphen correctly, use Grammarly Editor to check your
writing. Grammarly catches mistakes and makes helpful suggestions that can help you write more confidently. When to use a hyphen FAQs When should you use a hyphen? Use a hyphen to join words or parts of words. Do you hyphenate numbers? Hyphenate numbers between twenty-one and ninety-nine when spelling them out. Hyphenate two-word
simple fractions like one-third when spelling them out. Can hyphens and dashes be used the same way? No. While hyphens join words, dashes are used to separate words and indicate ranges. Can I use a hyphen instead of a colon? No. A hyphen is not interchangeable with a colon. Your writing, at its best.Works on all your favorite websitesRelated
Articles Principal TranslationsWordReference English-Spanish Dictionary © 2025:fire n(combustion)fuego nm Fire produces heat and light. El fuego produce calor y luz.fire n(in a building)incendio, fuego nm There was a fire in an old warehouse nearby. Hubo un incendio en un viejo almacén cercano.fire n(for cooking, camping) (fuego de
campamento)fuego nm fogata nf hoguera nf They hung a kettle over the fire. Colgaron la tetera sobre el fuego.fire [sth]= vtr(gun: shoot)disparar= vtr They fired their guns. Dispararon sus armas.fire [sb]= vtr(dismiss [sb] from a job)despedir a vir + prep echar a vtr + prep The boss fired Eugene for being late each morning. Maria was fired from her
job last week. El jefe despidié a Eugenio por llegar tarde todas las mananas. // La semana pasada despidieron a Mariana de su trabajo.fire= vi(shoot a weapon)disparar= vtr Aim your weapon, then fire. Apunta tu arma y luego dispara.fire at [sth/sb] vi + prep(shoot a weapon at)disparar a vi + prep (formal)abrir fuego contra loc verb + prep The
soldiers were firing at the enemy. Los soldados le estaban disparando a los enemigos. Is something important missing? Report an error or suggest an improvement. Additional TranslationsWordReference English-Spanish Dictionary © 2025:fire adjslang (amazing, excellent)espectacular, excelente adj mf magnifico/a adj You look fire today, hon! jHoy
te ves espectacular, carino!fire nfigurative (gem brilliance)brillo nm Diamonds must be cut to show their fire. Hay que cortar los diamantes para que muestren su brillo.fire nfigurative (ardour) (figurado)ardor nm She was full of fire and energy. Estaba llena de ardor y energia.fire nfigurative (arduous trial) (figurado)infierno nm He went through fire
to try to find her again. Atravesé un infierno intentado encontrarla.fire n(guns, firearms: shooting)fuego nm disparo nm (sonido)tableteo nm He could hear the fire of guns nearby. El podia escuchar fuego de armas cercano.fire= vi(burn)quemarse= v prnl arder= vi The kindling began to fire. La lefia menuda comenzé a quemarse.fire vivery dated,
poetic, figurative (glow) (culto)alborear= vi brillar=, resplandecer= vi Dawn fired in the east. Hacia el este ya alboreaba la manana. Hacia el este resplandecia el alba.fire vifigurative (become passionate) (figurado)hervir= vi encenderse= v prnl He fired and fumed at the news. Hervia de ira y echaba pestes por las noticias.fire vi(have ignition in a
cylinder)encender= vtr arrancar= vi Eventually, the engine fired and they drove home. Por fin, el motor encendié y manejaron hasta su casa.fire vi(neuron activity)dispararse= v prnl activarse= v prnl The neurologist ordered several tests to determine whether the patient's neurons were firing properly. El neurdlogo hizo varios examenes para
determinar si las neuronas del paciente se disparaban adecuadamente.fire [sth]= vtr(set alight)encender= vtr prender fuego loc verb quemar= vtr They fired the big pile of rubbish they had collected. Encendieron la gran pila de basura que habian acumulado.fire [sth] vtr(supply fuel)alimentar= vtr You should fire the boiler with anthracite

coal. Debes alimentar la caldera con carbén de antracita.fire [sth] vir(ignite)encender= vtr Go ahead and fire the engine. Anda, enciende el motor.fire [sth] vtr(kiln)cocer= vtr The potter fires her stoneware in a kiln. El alfarero cuece sus piezas de gres en un horno.fire [sth] vtrfigurative (emotions: inflame) (figurado)encender= vtr Her kiss fired his
passion even more. El beso de ella encendié su pasién ain mas.fire [sth] vtrfigurative (inspire)avivar= vtr (figurado)encender= vtr The sight fired her imagination. La vista le avivé la imaginacién.fire [sth] vtrfigurative (throw)arrojar= vtr tirar= vtr He fired a ball through the open window. El arrojé la pelota por la ventana abierta. Is something
important missing? Report an error or suggest an improvement. Locuciones verbalesWordReference English-Spanish Dictionary © 2025:fire away vi phrasalinformal, figurative (begin asking questions) (coloquial, figurado)disparar= vir (AR, coloquial)preguntar nomas loc verb "Professor, could we ask you a few questions?" "Of course. Fire

away!" Profesor, ¢puedo hacerle una pregunta? jPor supuesto! Dispara.fire away vi phrasalinformal (begin shooting)disparar= vtr When you have a clear shot at the deer, fire away. Cuando tengas al venado en la mira, dispara. (coloquial)empezar a los tiros loc verb Esta oracién no es una traduccion de la original. Los asaltantes empezaron a los tiros
cuando el hombre intentd resistirse.fire back vi phrasalfigurative (retort quickly, angrily) (informal)retrucar= vtr replicar= vtrfire [sth] off vtr phrasal sep(shot)disparar= vtr The gunman fired off three shots before the police captured him. El pistolero disparo¢ tres tiros antes que la policia lo capturara.fire [sth] off vtr phrasal sepfigurative, informal
(letter, e-mail: write and send quickly)mandar=, enviar= vtr Tom fired off an e-mail to the sales manager. Tom le mandé (or: envid) un correo electrénico al gerente de ventas.fire [sth] off vir phrasal sepfigurative, informal (rapid questions) (informal)disparar= vtr hacer=, formular= vtr You fired off ten questions but didn't listen to the

answers. Disparaste diez preguntas, pero no escuchaste las respuestas. Hiciste (or: formulaste) diez preguntas, pero no escuchaste las respuestas.fire up [sth], fire [sth] up vtr phrasal sep(start ignition of)encender= vtr poner en marcha loc verb I pressed the starter button, fired up the engine, and took off into a cloudless blue sky. Pon en marcha el
coche y vdmonos de aqui. hacer arrancar loc verb En invierno me cuesta trabajo hacerlo arrancar, incluso con el cebador abierto.fire up [sb], fire [sb] up vtr phrasal sepfigurative (excite, enthuse) (figurado)enloquecer a vtr + prep entusiasmar a vtr + prep excitar a vir + prep enfervorizar a vtr + prep The inspirational speech fired up the

audience. El discurso motivacional enloquecié a la audiencia. enardecer los &nimos de loc verb + prepfire up [sth], fire [sth] up vtr phrasal sepfigurative (stimulate)avivar= vtr animar= vtr estimular= vtr A walk through the forest on a chill day fires up my senses. Una caminata por el bosque en un lindo dia aviva mis sentidos.fire up [sth], fire [sth]
up vtr phrasal sepfigurative (start: computer system, etc.)encender= vtr (AmL)prender= vtr Lucie fired up her computer and clicked on the email icon. Lucie encendi6 la computadora e hizo clic en el icono del correo electréonico. Is something important missing? Report an error or suggest an improvement. Compound Forms:WordReference English-
Spanish Dictionary © 2025:add fuel to the fire v exprfigurative (exacerbate the issue)echar lefia al fuego loc verb Shouting at angry pupils is only likely to add fuel to the fire. Esta oracion no es una traduccion de la original. Y tu céllate, no digas nada mas; bastante mal estan las cosas para que vengas, encima, a echar lena al fuego. (AR,
figurado)apagar el incendio con nafta loc verb Esta oracion no es una traduccion de la original. No, eso es justamente lo que no tenés que hacer, seria como tratar de apagar el incendio con nafta.ball of fire n(fireball)bola de fuego nf + loc adj We heard the explosion, then saw a great ball of fire shooting to the sky. The propane tanker exploded into a
great ball of fire. Oimos una explosién y luego vimos una gran bola de fuego disparada hacia el cielo.ball of fire nfigurative (dynamic person) (figurado, coloquial)chispa, chispita nf My aunt is always busy; she's a real ball of fire.baptism by fire, baptism of fire nfigurative (difficult initiation) (figurado)bautismo de fuego loc nom m My first day as a math
teacher was a baptism of fire. The pupils just wouldn't keep quiet! Mi primer dia como profesor de matematicas fue un auténtico bautismo de fuego. jLos alumnos no se callaban ni un momento!baptism by fire, baptism of fire nfigurative (soldier: first combat) (figurado, primer combate)bautismo de fuego loc nom m Bullets were flying all around and
people were dying; it was truly a baptism by fire. Las balas volaban por todas partes y la gente moria. Fue un verdadero bautismo de fuego.blazing fire n(fire: intense)fuego vivo, fuego intenso nm + adj fuego grande nm + adj llamarada nf They sat outside the tent, swapping stories and toasting marshmallows over the blazing fire. Se sentaron fuera
de la tienda contando historias y tostando malvavisco sobre el fuego vivo.blazing fire n(inside a home)fuego del hogar grupo nom They gathered round the blazing fire for warmth. Se sentaron alrededor del fuego del hogar para calentarse.brush fire n(blaze: destroys vegetation)incendio forestal nm + adj mfbuild a fire under [sb] v exprfigurative
(prompt to take action or work faster) (figurado)aguijonear a vtr + prepcamp fire n(fire made of twigs)fogata nf That evening we all sat around a camp fire drinking beer and telling ghost stories. Esa noche todos nos sentamos alrededor de la fogata tomando cerveza y contando historias de terror. fogén nm Esa noche todos nos sentamos alrededor del
fogon tomando cerveza y contando historias de terror. hoguera nf Esa noche todos nos sentamos alrededor de la hoguera tomando cerveza y contando historias de terror. fuego de campamento nm + loc adj Esa noche todos nos sentamos alrededor del fuego de campamento tomando cerveza y contando historias de terror.campfire, camp fire
n(outdoor fire made of twigs)fogata nf (AR)fogén nm fuego de campamento nm + loc adj After dinner, there are marshmallows to roast over the campfire. Después de la cena hay malvaviscos para asar sobre la fogata.catch fire, catch on fire, also UK: catch light, catch alight, also US: take fire v expr(ignite)prender fuego loc verb prender en llamas



loc verb Gasoline can catch fire very easily. If you knock that candle onto the rug, it will catch on fire. La gasolina puede prender fuego facilmente. incendiarse= v prnl prenderse fuego loc verb La gasolina puede incendiarse facilmente.catch fire, catch on fire v exprfigurative (create enthusiasm) (figurado)prender fuego loc verb entusiasmar=
vtrcease fire vtr + n(war: stop fighting)dar alto al fuego loc verb cesar el fuego loc verb The two sides agreed to cease fire. Ambos lados decidieron dar alto al fuego.ceasefire, cease-fire n(truce, end to hostilities)alto el fuego loc nom m cese de hostilidades loc nom m cese de fuego loc nom m The armies decided to have a ceasefire at
Christmas.come under fire for [sth] v exprfigurative (be criticized harshly)convertirse en blanco de las criticas exprcorona discharge, corona, electric glow, Saint Elmo's fire n(electrical discharge)efecto corona loc nom mcrossfire, cross-fire, cross fire n(point where gunshots cross)fuego cruzado loc nom m One soldier was injured in the
crossfire.crossfire, cross-fire, cross fire nfigurative (heated exchange of opinions) (figurado)fuego cruzado loc nom m Don't get caught in the crossfire between my aunt and uncle; their arguments are vicious.dumpster fire, garbage fire nUS, figurative, informal (shameful or chaotic situation)desastre nm caos nm invextinguisher n(device for putting
out fire)extintor nm (AmL)matafuegos nm inv extinguidor nm I smell smoke--quick, bring the extinguisher! Huelo a humo. jRapido! jTrae el extintor!fight fire with fire v exprfigurative (use same tactics as opponent)luchar con las mismas armas expr pagar con la misma moneda exprfire alarm n(siren or bell warning of fire)alarma de incendios nf +
loc adj alarma contra incendios nf + loc adj Someone set off the fire alarm at 3 am and the entire hotel had to be evacuated. You often have to smash a glass panel to activate a fire alarm. Alguien activo la alarma de incendios a las tres de la mafiana y tuvieron que evacuar a todo el hotel.fire and brimstone, brimstone and fire nfigurative (Christianity:
hell's torments)tormentos del infierno loc nom mplfire ant (insect) (insecto)hormiga colorada, hormiga roja loc nom f hormiga de fuego loc nom ffire back vi + adv(shoot back with a weapon)disparar de vuelta loc verbfire blight (plant disease) (Erwinia amylovora)fuego bacteriano loc nom mfire clay (refractory clay)barro refractario nm + adjfire code
(safety standards) (estandares de seguridad)cdédigo de incendios nm + loc adjfire company n(organization of fire fighters)compania de bomberos nf + loc adj bomberos nmplfire company n(fire insurance company)compafia de seguros contra incendio nf + loc adjfire control n(military: target-fixing process)sistema de control de fuego loc nom mfire
damage n(to property)dafnos provocados por incendio grupo nom dafos por fuego grupo nomfire department (US), fire brigade (UK) n(fire-fighting unit)bomberos nmpl cuerpo de bomberos nm + loc adj brigada contra incendios nf + loc adj departamento de bomberos nm + loc adj Someone called the fire department after we lit our bonfire. The fire
brigade took five hours to put out the house fire. Alguien llamé a los bomberos después de que encendiésemos una fogata. // Los bomberos tardaron cinco horas en apagar la casa en llamas.fire door n(fire-resistant inner door)puerta cortafuegos nf + adj The employees were told off for wedging the fire doors open in the hot weather.fire drill
n(evacuation procedure)simulacro de incendio nm + loc adj We had a fire drill at the office today. Hoy en la oficina tuvimos un simulacro de incendio.fire eater, fire-eater n(performer: fire tricks)tragallamas n comun inv A fire eater must hold kerosene in his mouth to perform. Un tragallamas debe mantener queroseno en la boca para poder

actuar. tragafuegos n comun invfire escape n(emergency stairway)escalera de incendio grupo nom In the event of fire, please use the fire escape to descend to the ground floor. Ante un incendio, por favor use la escalera de incendio para descender a la planta baja.fire exit n(emergency way out)salida de emergencia grupo nom The fire exit must be
unlocked and kept clear. La inspeccién mostré que la salida de emergencia se hallaba clausurada ese dia.fire extinguisher n(appliance for putting out fires)extintor nm Some fire extinguishers contain water and others foam. Algunos extintores contienen agua y otras espumas. extintor nm extintor de fuego loc nom m matafuegos nm inv Algunos
extintores contienen agua y otras espumas.fire hazard n(potential cause of fire)peligro de incendio nm + loc adj riesgo de incendio nm + loc adj Candles are a fire hazard. Las velas son un peligro de incendio.fire hose n(firefighting equipment) (de incendios)manguera nffire hydrant n(water pump)boca de incendio loc nom f hidrante nm In the UK, a
yellow sign with an 'H' on it indicates a fire hydrant.fire in the belly, fire in your belly nfigurative (passion, enthusiasm)pasién nf fuego en la sangre loc nom mfire insurance n(insurance against loss due to fire)seguro contra incendio grupo nom The bank requires borrowers to carry fire insurance for the house. En el banco le exigieron la presentacién
del seguro contra incendio.fire irons (fire tending tools) (herramientas auxiliares)herramientas para chimeneas nfpl + loc adj accesorios para chimeneas nmpl + loc adjfire marshal (US), fire chief (UK) n(leader of a fire fighting team)jefe de bomberos, jefa de bomberos loc nm, loc nf The fire chief directs his team during a fire. El jefe de bomberos
dirige a su equipo durante un incendio.fire opal n(red gemstone)dpalo de fuego loc nom ffire pit n(hole in ground where fire is made)pozo para hacer fuego nm + loc adj We dug a hole in the garden to use as a fire pit.fire pit n(container fire is made in)contenedor para hacer fuego nm + loc adj Brad grilled the steaks over a cast iron fire pit.fire point
(chemistry) (quimica)punto de ignicién nm + loc adjfire prevention n(fire safety measures) (Protecciéon Civil)prevencion contra incendios grupo nom Putting out your camp fire is one method of fire prevention. Apagar tu fogata es uno de los métodos de prevencién contra incendios. medidas anti-incendios grupo nom Apagar tu fogata es una de las
medidas anti-incendios.fire regulations npl(fire safety code)reglamento contra incendios nm + loc adj regulacion contra incendios nf + loc adjfire resistance (ability to resist fire)resistencia al fuego nf + loc adjfire resistant, fire-resistant adj(flameproof, difficult to set fire to)resistente al fuego grupo nomNote: Takes a hyphen when before a noun. The
sofa is made of fire-resistant material. El sofd es de un material resistente al fuego. ignifugo adj El sofd es de un material ignifugo. incombustible adj mf El sofa es de un material incombustible.fire risk n([sth] that can cause a fire)riesgo de incendio nm + loc adj Throwing a cigarette out of the car window is a fire risk.fire safety n(prevention of
accidental fire)prevencion contra incendios grupo nomfire sale n(sale of fire-damaged goods)liquidacién por incendio grupo nom The smoke-damaged merchandise was discounted for the fire sale.fire sale nfigurative (low-price selling of assets)liquidaciéon nf The struggling business had a fire sale on old stock items, to generate more cash flow.fire
screen, fireguard n(protective screen for a fireplace)pantalla de chimenea nf + loc adjfire setting (mining)torrefaccién nffire ship n(ship ignited to destroy an enemy ship)brulote nmfire sign (astrology)signo de fuego nm + loc adjfire station n(place where fire engines are kept) (ES)parque de bomberos grupo nom The girl scouts visited the fire station
to learn about fire safety. Las nifas exploradoras visitaron el parque de bomberos para aprender medidas de seguridad contra incendios. estaciéon de bomberos grupo nom Las niflas exploradoras visitaron la estacion de bomberos para aprender medidas de seguridad contra incendios. (CL)compaiiia de bomberos grupo nom Las nifias exploradoras
visitaron la compafiia de bomberos para aprender medidas de seguridad contra incendios.fire support (warfare)apoyo de fuego loc nom mfire tower n(lookout structure)torre de control de incendios grupo nomfire truck (US), fire engine (UK) n(fire fighting vehicle)camiéon de bomberos nm + loc adj (AmL)carro de bomberos nm + loc adj (ES)coche de
bomberos nm + loc adj (AR)autobomba n amb Most fire trucks are painted red. La mayoria de los camiones de bomberos son rojos.fire upon [sth] vi + prep(with weapon: shoot)abrir fuego sobre loc verb disparar contra vi + prep As soon as I give the order, fire upon the battleship. En cuanto dé la orden, abran fuego sobre el acorazado.fire upon [sb]
vi + prep(with weapon: shoot)dispararle a vi + prep disparar contra vi + prep The soldiers in the tower fired upon the defenceless people below. Los soldados en la torre le dispararon a la gente indefensa que estaba debajo.fire warden n(officer responsible for fire safety)encargado de la vigilancia contra incendios, encargada de la vigilancia contra
incendios nm, nf + loc adjfire-and-brimstone, fire and brimstone n as adjfigurative (preaching damnation) (religiéon: condenacién)fuego y azufre exprNote: Hyphens may be used when the adjective precedes the noun.fire-retardant adj(resistant to fire)resistente al fuego loc adj ignifugo adj Fire-retardant chemicals are added to the mattress. Al colchén
se la agregan quimicos resistentes al fuego.firebreak, fire line nUS (prevents spread of fire)cortafuego nm cortafuegos nm invfirefighter, fire fighter, fire-fighter n(member of fire brigade)bombero, bombera nm, nf (CL)combatiente del fuego n comun + loc adj Firefighters were called to tackle the blaze. Llamaron a los bomberos para combatir las
llamas.firefighting, fire fighting, also UK: fire-fighting n(act of combatting fires)extincién de incendio loc nom f The firefighting went on for days as crews tried to get the wildfires under control. La extincién del incendio llevé dias, mientras los bomberos trataban mantener las llamas bajo control.



