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Posted	on	04	August	2023	When	examining	vintage	pieces,	keep	an	eye	out	for	identifying	marks	or	signatures	left	by	the	designer	or	manufacturer.	Notable	vintage	costume	jewelry	brands	like	"Trifari,"	"Coro,"	or	"Miriam	Haskell"	often	stamped	their	creations,	offering	valuable	clues	about	the	era	and	origin	of	the	jewelry.	Discover	a	treasure	trove
of	vintage	jewelry	with	detailed	markings	at	Sparklesplendorvintage	and	SugarNY.	The	design	elements	can	reveal	a	lot	about	the	jewelry's	age.	For	instance,	the	geometric	shapes	and	bold	colors	of	Art	Deco	pieces	from	the	1920s	differ	from	the	floral	motifs	and	pastel	colors	commonly	seen	in	1950s	jewelry.	Vintage	costume	jewelry	is	typically
crafted	from	non-precious	metals	and	imitation	gemstones.	However,	specific	materials	can	indicate	the	era.	For	instance,	Bakelite	gained	popularity	in	the	1930s	and	1940s,	while	Lucite	became	prominent	in	the	1950s.	Leverage	the	power	of	the	internet!	Online	communities,	forums,	and	websites	dedicated	to	vintage	costume	jewelry	offer	extensive
catalogs,	images,	and	valuable	information	about	different	designers	and	their	creations.	Use	these	resources	to	compare	your	piece	to	others	and	narrow	down	its	age.	At	Sparklesplendor.com	and	Sugarny.com	you'll	find	a	comprehensive	catalog	of	exquisite	vintage	pieces,	helpful	images,	and	in-depth	information	on	different	designers	and	their
creations.	If	you	possess	a	particularly	valuable	or	rare	piece	of	vintage	costume	jewelry,	consider	consulting	an	expert	or	appraiser.	Their	specialized	knowledge	can	provide	you	with	more	accurate	information	and	help	authenticate	your	cherished	piece.	Dating	vintage	costume	jewelry	can	be	an	enjoyable	and	rewarding	endeavor.	Uncover	the
history	and	stories	behind	these	exquisite	pieces	as	you	delve	into	the	past.	If	you	have	any	questions,	feel	free	to	reach	out	at	Sparklesplendor.com	and	Sugarny.com	By	following	these	tips,	you'll	become	a	pro	at	dating	vintage	costume	jewelry,	and	your	collection	will	continue	to	amaze	and	fascinate	you	and	others.	Happy	hunting!	Jewelry	used	to
complement	a	particular	costume	This	article	needs	additional	citations	for	verification.	Please	help	improve	this	article	by	adding	citations	to	reliable	sources.	Unsourced	material	may	be	challenged	and	removed.Find	sources:	"Costume	jewelry"	–	news	·	newspapers	·	books	·	scholar	·	JSTOR	(November	2010)	(Learn	how	and	when	to	remove	this
message)	Swatch	Bijoux	Jewelry	Costume	or	fashion	jewelry	includes	a	range	of	decorative	items	worn	for	personal	adornment	that	are	manufactured	as	less	expensive	ornamentation	to	complement	a	particular	fashionable	outfit	or	garment[1]	as	opposed	to	"real"	(fine)	jewelry,	which	is	more	costly	and	which	may	be	regarded	primarily	as
collectibles,	keepsakes,	or	investments.	From	the	outset,	costume	jewelry	—	also	known	as	fashion	jewelry	—	paralleled	the	styles	of	its	more	precious	fine	counterparts.[2]	It	is	also	known	as	artificial	jewellery,	imitation	jewellery,	imitated	jewelry,	trinkets,	fashion	jewelry,	junk	jewelry,	fake	jewelry,	or	fallalery.	The	term	costume	jewelry	dates	back	to
the	early	20th	century.	It	reflects	the	use	of	the	word	"costume"	to	refer	to	what	is	now	called	an	"outfit".	An	example	of	gold	plated	jewelry	Originally,	costume	or	fashion	jewelry	was	made	of	inexpensive	simulated	gemstones,	such	as	rhinestones	or	lucite,	set	in	pewter,	silver,	nickel,	or	brass.	During	the	depression	years,	some	manufacturers	even
downgraded	rhinestones	to	meet	the	cost	of	production.[1]	During	the	World	War	II	era,	sterling	silver	was	often	incorporated	into	costume	jewelry	designs	primarily	because:	The	components	used	for	base	metal	were	needed	for	wartime	production	(i.e.,	military	applications),	and	a	ban	was	placed	on	their	use	in	the	private	sector.	Base	metal	was
originally	popular	because	it	could	approximate	platinum's	color,	sterling	silver	fulfilled	the	same	function.	This	resulted	in	some	years	during	which	sterling	silver	costume	jewelry	was	produced	and	some	can	still	be	found	in	today's	vintage	jewelry	marketplace.	Modern	costume	jewelry	incorporates	a	wide	range	of	materials.	High-end	crystals,	cubic
zirconia	simulated	diamonds,	and	some	semi-precious	stones	are	used	in	place	of	precious	stones.	Metals	include	gold-	or	silver-plated	brass,	and	sometimes	vermeil	or	sterling	silver.	Lower-priced	jewelry	may	still	use	gold	plating	over	pewter,	nickel,	or	other	metals;	items	made	in	countries	outside	the	United	States[dubious	–	discuss]	may	contain
lead.	Some	pieces	incorporate	plastic,	acrylic,	leather,	or	wood.	Costume	jewelry	can	be	characterized	by	the	period	in	history	in	which	it	was	made.	The	Art	Deco	movement	attempted	to	combine	the	harshness	of	mass	production	with	the	sensitivity	of	art	and	design.	The	movement	died	with	the	onset	of	the	Great	Depression	and	the	outbreak	of
World	War	II.[3]	According	to	Schiffer,	some	of	the	characteristics	of	the	costume	jewelry	in	the	Art	Deco	period	were:[4]	Free-flowing	curves	were	replaced	with	a	harshly	geometric	and	symmetrical	theme	Long	pendants,	bangle	bracelets,	cocktail	rings,	and	elaborate	accessory	items	such	as	cigarette	cases	and	holders	In	the	Retro	period,
designers	struggled	with	the	art	versus	mass	production	dilemma.	Natural	materials	merged	with	plastics.	The	retro	period	primarily	included	American-made	jewelry	with	a	distinctly	American	look.	With	the	war	in	Europe,	many	European	jewelry	firms	were	forced	to	shut	down.	Many	European	designers	emigrated	to	the	U.S.	since	the	economy
was	recovering.	According	to	Schiffer,	some	of	the	characteristics	of	costume	jewelry	in	the	Retro	period	were:[4]	Glamour,	elegance,	and	sophistication	Flowers,	bows,	and	sunburst	designs	with	a	Hollywood	flair	Moonstones,	horse	motifs,	military	influence,	and	ballerinas	Bakelite	and	other	plastic	jewelry	Sarah	Coventry	1959	"Sultana"	jewelry	set.
In	the	Art	Modern	period	following	World	War	II,	jewelry	designs	became	more	traditional	and	understated.	The	big,	bold	styles	of	the	Retro	period	went	out	of	style	and	were	replaced	by	the	more	tailored	styles	of	the	1950s	and	1960s.[1]	According	to	Schiffer,	some	of	the	characteristics	of	costume	jewelry	in	the	Art	Modern	period	were:[4]	Bold,
lavish	jewelry	Large,	chunky	bracelets,	charm	bracelets,	Jade/opal,	citrine	and	topaz	Poodle	pins,	Christmas	tree	pins,	and	other	Christmas	jewelry	Rhinestones	With	the	advent	of	the	Mod	period	came	"Body	Jewelry".	Carl	Schimel	of	Kim	Craftsmen	Jewelry	was	at	the	forefront	of	this	style.[5]	While	Kim	Craftsmen	closed	in	the	early	1990s,	many
collectors	still	forage	for	their	items	at	antique	shows	and	flea	markets.[6][7]	Costume	jewelry	has	been	part	of	the	culture	for	almost	300	years.	During	the	18th	century,	jewelers	began	making	pieces	with	inexpensive	glass.	In	the	19th	century,	costume	jewelry	made	of	semi-precious	material	came	into	the	market.	Jewels	made	of	semi-precious
material	were	more	affordable,	allowing	common	people	to	own	costume	jewelry.[4]	However,	the	real	golden	era	for	costume	jewelry	began	in	the	middle	of	the	20th	century.	The	new	middle	class	wanted	beautiful,	but	affordable	jewelry.	The	demand	for	jewelry	of	this	type	coincided	with	the	machine	age	and	the	Industrial	Revolution.	The
revolution	made	the	production	of	carefully	executed	replicas	of	admired	heirloom	pieces	possible.[1]	As	the	class	structure	in	America	changed,	so	did	measures	of	real	wealth.	Women	in	all	social	stations,	even	working-class	women,	could	own	a	small	piece	of	costume	jewelry.	The	average	town	and	countrywoman	could	acquire	and	wear	a
considerable	amount	of	this	mass-produced	jewelry	that	was	both	affordable	and	stylish.[4]	Costume	jewelry	was	also	made	popular	by	various	designers	in	the	mid-20th	century.	Some	of	the	most	remembered	names	in	costume	jewelry	include	both	the	high	and	low	priced	brands:	Crown	Trifari,	Dior,	Chanel,	Miriam	Haskell,	Sherman,	Monet,
Napier,	Corocraft,	Coventry,	and	Kim	Craftsmen.[1][8]	A	significant	factor	in	the	popularization	of	costume	jewelry	was	Hollywood	movies.	The	leading	female	stars	of	the	1940s	and	1950s	often	wore	and	endorsed	the	pieces	produced	by	various	designers.	If	you	admired	a	necklace	worn	by	Bette	Davis	in	The	Private	Lives	of	Elizabeth	and	Essex,	you
could	buy	a	copy	from	Joseff	of	Hollywood,	who	made	the	original.	Stars	such	as	Vivien	Leigh,	Elizabeth	Taylor,	and	Jane	Russell	appeared	in	adverts	for	the	pieces	and	the	availability	of	the	collections	in	shops	such	as	Woolworth	made	it	possible	for	ordinary	women	to	own	and	wear	such	jewelry.[9]	Coco	Chanel	greatly	popularized	the	use	of	faux
jewelry	in	her	years	as	a	fashion	designer,	bringing	costume	jewelry	to	life	with	gold	and	faux	pearls.	Chanel's	designs	drew	from	various	historical	styles,	including	Byzantine	and	Renaissance	influences,	often	featuring	crosses	and	intricate	metalwork.	Her	collaboration	with	glassmakers,	such	as	the	Gripoix	family,	introduced	richly	colored	glass
beads	and	simulated	gemstones,	which	added	depth	to	her	creations	without	the	high	cost	of	traditional	precious	stones.[10]	Kenneth	Jay	Lane	has	since	the	1960s	been	known	for	creating	unique	pieces	for	Jackie	Onassis,	Elizabeth	Taylor,	Diana	Vreeland,	and	Audrey	Hepburn.	He	is	probably	best	known	for	his	three-strand	faux	pearl	necklace	worn
by	Barbara	Bush	to	her	husband's	inaugural	ball.	Celebrated	names	who	wore	Lane's	creations	include	Jackie	Kennedy,	Babe	Paley,	the	Duchess	of	Windsor,	and	Nancy	Reagan.[11]	Elsa	Schiaparelli	brought	surrealist	influences	into	costume	jewelry	design,	collaborating	with	artists	such	as	Salvador	Dalí.[12]	In	many	instances,	high-end	fashion
jewelry	has	achieved	a	"collectible"	status	and	increased	value	over	time.	Today,	there	is	a	substantial	secondary	market	for	vintage	fashion	jewelry.	The	main	collecting	market	is	for	'signed	pieces',	which	have	the	maker's	mark,	usually	stamped	on	the	reverse.	Amongst	the	most	sought	after	are	Miriam	Haskell,	Sherman,	Coro,	Butler	and	Wilson,
Crown	Trifari,	and	Sphinx.	However,	there	is	also	demand	for	good	quality	'unsigned'	pieces,	especially	if	they	are	of	an	unusual	design.[13]	Costume	jewelry	is	considered	a	discrete	category	of	fashion	accessory	and	displays	many	characteristics	of	a	self-contained	industry.	Costume	jewelry	manufacturers	are	located	throughout	the	world,	with	a
particular	concentration	in	parts	of	China	and	India,	where	the	trade	of	these	goods	dominates	entire	citywide	and	region-wide	economies.	There	has	been	considerable	controversy	in	the	United	States	and	elsewhere	about	the	lack	of	regulations	in	the	manufacture	of	such	jewelry—these	range	from	human	rights	issues	surrounding	the	treatment	of
labor,	to	the	use	of	manufacturing	processes	in	which	small,	but	potentially	harmful,	amounts	of	toxic	metals	are	added	during	production.	In	2010,	the	Associated	Press	released	the	story	that	toxic	levels	of	the	metal	cadmium	were	found	in	children's	jewelry.	An	Associated	Press	investigation	found	some	pieces	contained	more	than	80	percent	of
cadmium.	The	broader	issues	surrounding	imports,	exports,	trade	laws,	and	globalization	also	apply	to	the	costume	jewelry	trade.	As	part	of	the	supply	chain,	wholesalers	in	the	United	States	and	other	nations	purchase	costume	jewelry	from	manufacturers.	They	typically	import	or	export	it	to	wholesale	distributors	and	suppliers	who	deal	directly
with	retailers.	Wholesale	costume	jewelry	merchants	traditionally	seek	new	suppliers	at	trade	shows.	The	trade-show	model	has	changed	as	the	Internet	has	become	increasingly	important	in	global	trade.	Retailers	can	now	select	from	many	wholesalers	with	sites	on	the	World	Wide	Web.	The	wholesalers	purchase	from	international	suppliers
available	on	the	Web	from	different	parts	of	the	world,	like	Chinese,	Korean,	Indonesian,	Thai,	and	Indian	jewelry	companies,	with	their	wide	range	of	products	in	bulk	quantities.	Some	sites	also	market	directly	to	consumers	who	can	purchase	costume	jewelry	at	significantly	reduced	prices.	Some	websites	categorize	fashion	jewelry	separately,	while
others	use	this	term	instead	of	costume	jewelry.	The	trend	of	jewelry-making	at	home	by	hobbyists	for	personal	enjoyment	or	sale	on	sites	like	Etsy	has	resulted	in	the	common	practice	of	buying	wholesale	costume	jewelry	in	bulk	and	using	it	for	parts.	There	is	a	rise	in	demand	for	artificial	or	imitation	jewelry	by	85%	due	to	the	increase	in	gold
prices,	according	to	a	2011	report.[14]	Marcasite	jewelry	Gustave	Sherman	^	a	b	c	d	e	Baker,	Lillian.	Fifty	Years	of	Collectable	Fashion	Jewelry.	Paducah:	Collector	Books,	1986.	^	"Adorning	Fashion:	The	History	of	Costume	Jewellery	to	Modern	Times".	Jewelry	Connoisseur.	2020-07-26.	Archived	from	the	original	on	2021-05-20.	Retrieved	2021-05-
20.	^	"The	Art	Deco	Movement:	Technology	and	Geometry	Combined	with	Modern	Art".	EMPTYEASEL.	21	August	2007.	Retrieved	15	November	2021.	^	a	b	c	d	e	Schiffer,	Nancy.	The	Best	of	Costume	Jewelry.	Atglen:	Schiffer	Publishing,	1999.	^	See	archived	article	from	The	Milwaukee	Sentinel	–	Jul	31,	1969:	Mod	Bods	And	Chains	Archived
December	9,	2015,	at	the	Wayback	Machine.	^	The	Milwaukee	Sentinel	–	Jul	31,	1969.	p.	4.	^	Feith,	Molly.	"Kim	Craftsmen	–	A	Tale	of	Two	Brothers."	Costume	Jewelry	Collectors	International.	Spring	2010	–	Vol.	1,	Issue	1.	^	Felth,	Molly.	"Kim	Craftsmen	–	A	Tale	of	Two	Brothers."	CJCI	Magazine,	Summer	2010	–	Vol.	1,	Issue	2.	^	See	Tanenbaum,	C.
(2006)	Fabulous	Fakes:	A	Passion	for	Vintage	Costume	Jewelry,	ISBN	978-1-57965-292-0.	^	"Coco	Chanel	Jewelry	-	All	You	Need	To	Know".	DSF	Antique	Jewelry.	Retrieved	2024-10-28.	^	Chicago,	Classic	(2022-05-28).	"Kenneth	Jay	Lane	and	His	Fabulous	Fakes	|	Classic	Chicago	Magazine".	classicchicagomagazine.com.	Retrieved	2024-10-28.	^
"Remembering	Elsa	Schiaparelli:	A	Look	at	the	World's	First	Surrealist	Fashion	Designer".	Lone	Wolf	Magazine.	2016-01-10.	Retrieved	2024-10-28.	^	Miller,	J.	(2007)	Costume	Jewellery,	ISBN	1-4053-1812-0.	^	"High	gold	prices	drive	up	imitation	jewellery	demand	by	85%:	Assocham".	The	Economic	Times.	20	November	2012.	Retrieved	25	February
2020.	Wikimedia	Commons	has	media	related	to	Costume	jewellery.	Look	up	costume	jewelry	in	Wiktionary,	the	free	dictionary.	Retrieved	from	"	Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The
licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or
build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain
or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Did	you	know	that	the	best	varieties	of	collectibles	in	the	jewelry
world	are	gorgeous	vintage	costume	jewelry	pieces?And	the	reason	for	this	is	the	fact	that	the	jewelry	is	not	only	beautiful	but	also	quite	affordable	compared	to	the	real	jewelry	options.But	there	are	many	options	of	costume	jewelry	in	the	market,	and	most	of	the	time,	fakes	will	be	passed	off	as	genuine	vintage	costume	jewelry.Then	there	is	the
challenge	of	the	markings	and	how	most	of	the	best	vintage	costume	jewelry	pieces	are	unsigned,	which	presents	a	bigger	challenge	when	it	comes	to	identifying	the	genuine	vintage	pieces.So,	how	do	you	identify	real	vintage	costume	jewelry	varieties	when	they	are	unsigned?Why	is	there	so	much	unsigned	vintage	costume	jewelry?The	reason	why
there	are	so	many	unsigned	varieties	of	vintage	costume	jewelry,	despite	the	jewelry	holding	great	value,	is	because	signing	and	hallmarking	jewelry	was	not	a	thing	then,	and	goldsmiths	or	jewelry	creators	just	made	jewelry	without	thinking	much	about	it.At	the	same	time,	costume	jewelry	is	not	made	using	premium	quality	metals,	which	means	that
no	mind	is	put	into	making	the	jewelry.Some	of	the	companies	that	made	the	vintage	costume	pieces	made	use	of	paper	hang	tags	instead	of	stamping	the	costume	jewelry,	which	was	the	case	for	jewelry	from	the	1940s	and	the	1950s.	All	this	made	the	signing	of	the	jewelry	a	big	challenge.It’s	also	important	to	note	that	jewelry	over	or	about	100
years	is	considered	antique	jewelry	–	meaning	this	is	jewelry	from	the	1900s.	Jewelry	from	the	1950s	to	the	1990s	is	also	considered	a	vintage	piece.Essentially,	vintage	jewelry	is	inspired	by	antique	jewelry	designs,	which	remain	prominent	to	date.	These	pieces	often	feature	and	are	inspired	by	enamel,	fauna,	flora,	figurals,	rhinestones,	as	well	as
kitschy	motifs.These	vintage	pieces	are	also	known	as	costume	jewelry	pieces,	and	they	are	all	the	pieces	that	feature	big	statement	pieces.	They	are	not,	however,	made	of	real,	solid	gold	and/or	high-value	precious	stones.	So,	how	do	you	identify	the	unsigned	pieces	of	vintage	costume	jewelry?9	tips	for	identifying	unsigned	vintage	costume
jewelryGenerally,	the	ability	to	correctly	identify	pieces	of	jewelry	and	to	name	the	era	it’s	from	and	the	materials	it’s	made	of	will	require	more	of	a	practiced	eye,	authoritative	documentation,	as	well	as	very	in-depth	knowledge	of	the	output	by	the	manufacturer.Unfortunately,	the	biggest	challenge	and	mistake	made	around	the	jewelry	happens
when	you	come	across	unsigned	jewelry.	In	such	cases,	you’d	have	to	look	for	more	things	about	the	jewelry,	such	as	the	design	and	construction	of	the	clasp,	to	determine	when	it’s	from	or	who	made	it.But	even	this	is	not	a	fool-proof	option	because	hardware	alone	is	never	the	most	reliable	clue	to	go	with	because	many	jewelers	purchased	their
jewelry	findings	from	the	same	manufacturers.Therefore,	being	able	to	carefully	analyze	all	the	elements	of	the	jewelry	–	design,	materials,	construction,	and	jewelry	quality	–	to	determine	who	made	the	jewelry.Below,	we	take	a	detailed	look	at	some	of	the	famous	creators	of	the	unsigned	costume	jewelry	options	and	what	to	expect.1.Louis	Rousselet:
Bead	Maker	&	Jewelry	DesignerIf	the	jewelry	was	made	by	Rousselet,	it’s	likely	that	it	is	an	unsigned	vintage	costume	jewelry	piece.	This	jewelry-designed	and	infamous	bead	maker	is	known	for	its	huge	variety	of	vintage	costume	jewelry	pieces.This	designer	from	1922	is	known	for	the	glass	beads	and	pearls	available	in	different	styles	and	colors.
The	beads	come	in	different	styles	like	the	iridescent	ones,	foiled	ones,	and	even	the	lamp-wounded	swirls	in	multi-colored	designs.These	pieces	from	more	than	50	years	ago	stand	out	from	the	brand,	despite	the	pieces	not	being	signed.	The	company	also	supplied	their	handmade	beads	across	the	world,	with	Rousselet	producing	some	of	the	most
opulent	varieties	of	jewelry	for	the	couturiers	from	1945	to	1975.Some	of	the	big	brands	they	worked	with	include	Chanel,	Christian	Dior,	Schiaparelli,	Jean	Patou,	Lanvin,	Robert	Piquet,	Jacques	Fath,	Nina	Ricci,	and	Balmain.	Other	designs	were	also	sold	to	leading	French	department	stores	like	Saks	Fifth	Ave.The	most	unfortunate	thing	about	this
brand	is	that	despite	the	successes	they	attained,	the	fact	that	the	pieces	were	unsigned	was	really	a	big	deal.2.Rousselet	Earring	ClaspsThe	Rousselet	earrings	clasps	on	the	apple-green	glass	bead	earrings	from	the	1950s	are	an	example	of	unsigned	and	valuable	costume	jewelry	pieces,	and	they	are	identified	by	the	fact	that	these	barrel-shaped
beads	feature	striations	that	make	them	easy	to	identify.The	glass	beads	are	not	only	lovely	but	also	boast	the	best	construction	design.The	earrings	have	a	horseshoe-shaped	clip.	And	the	wiring	of	the	glass	beads	on	the	metallic	support	was	more	of	the	signature	feature	for	the	earrings,	and	it’s	what	to	look	out	for	to	identify	the	piece	easily	and
unmistakably.	As	a	result,	you	can	find	this	signature	on	most	of	the	Rousselet	necklaces.It’s	also	worth	noting	that	this	type	of	earring	clasp	is	not	limited	to	specific	jewelry	maker’s	designs.	This	is	the	case	because	when	it	comes	to	Rousselet,	for	example,	the	brand	also	made	metal	structures,	settings,	and	clasps,	and	they	may	have	sold	the
hardware	and	even	their	beads	to	other	jewelry	makers.This	is	rather	unclear,	and	it’s	the	uncertainty	that	comes	from	the	parts	used	to	make	the	vintage	jewelry.There	is	also	the	fact	that	you	can	find	two	pairs	of	earrings	by	different	brands,	each	with	the	Rousselet	horseshoe	clasps,	and	this	makes	you	wonder	who	actually	made	them.Rousselet’s
Necklace	ClaspsThe	other	feature	that	stands	out	from	this	iconic	brand	known	for	some	of	the	most	beautiful	vintage	costume	jewelry	is	the	design	of	the	necklace	clasps.Although	the	clasps	come	in	different	designs,	the	most	common	designs	for	the	clasps	include	the	beehive-shaped	barrel	clasps	or	the	embellished	box	clasp.These	clasps	do,
however,	have	the	Made	in	France	mark	on	them,	and	it	can	be	a	little	misleading.	Like	the	beaded	earrings,	the	necklaces	also	feature	cylindrical	beads	and	cylindrical-shaped	clasps	in	more	of	an	overall	geometric	design.So,	how	would	you	identify	the	vintage	Rousselet	costume	jewelry?In	addition	to	the	paper	label	signatures,	some	of	the
Rousselet	costume	jewelry	will	feature	different	signatures	like	Made	in	France,	Modèle	Déposé,	or	Louis	ROUSSELET	or	LR	on	them.	But	even	these	signatures	are	not	present	in	all	pieces	of	jewelry	by	Rousselet.But	you’re	still	not	likely	to	find	a	signed	piece	by	Rousselet,	which	means	that	when	you’re	buying	the	costume	jewelry	by	the	brand,	you
would	want	to	be	very	cautious	about	the	pieces	in	question.	Many	pieces	attributed	to	Rousselet	are	not	actually	by	the	brand,	so	be	a	little	cautious.2.EisenbergEisenberg	is	a	brand	that	started	out	as	a	clothing	company	that	specialized	in	making	pins	that	were	necessary	for	their	evening	dresses/	gown.	The	pins	soon	proved	very	popular,	and	the
company	opted	to	start	selling	the	pieces	separately.Eisenberg	pieces	are	not	signed,	but	they	are	easily	identifiable	by	the	fact	that	the	brand	creates	jewelry	using	fine-quality	pieces	that	are	made	of	Swarovski	Rhinestones.They	also	featured	large	statement	pieces,	which	were	known	for	the	boldness	of	their	designs	and	the	elements.	You	also	have
the	early	1940s	figural	pins	that	remain	the	best	collectible	pieces.Eisenberg	also	boasts	rhodium-plated	metals	with	bezel	settings	and	prongs,	and	these	were	equally	popular.But	despite	some	of	the	vintage	pieces	lacking	signatures,	some	of	them	from	1930-1945	was	marked	with	the	Eisenberg	Original	mark,	and	in	1945,	they	were	marked	with
the	Eisenberg	Ice	mark.3.Hobe		Hobe	is	the	other	big	vintage	costume	jewelry	brand	that	dates	back	to	1887	to	date.	Hobe	was	founded	in	New	York	by	a	Parisian	goldsmith’s	son.The	pieces	are,	however,	easy	to	identify,	thanks	to	the	design	and	the	materials	used	to	make	the	jewelry.	Hobe	pieces	are	made	of	gold	vermeils	or	gold-plated	silver,
pastes,	platinum,	as	well	as	semi-precious	stones.	They	are	feature	exotic	designs,	as	well	as	reproductions	from	the	jewelry	that	was	owned	by	European	royalty.4.Marcel	BoucherThis	is	a	jewelry	brand	that	dates	back	from	1937-to	1972.	Marcel	Boucher	created	exquisite	jewelry	designed	from	learning	some	of	the	finest	skills	in	jewelry	from	the
masters	Cartier.As	a	result,	the	pieces	created	by	Marcel	were	often	mistaken	for	being	real	Cartier	pieces	even	though	they	were	costume	pieces.	Marcel	was	born	to	French,	and	he	soon	became	one	of	the	finest	designers	of	costume	jewelry	in	the	US.	The	features	of	their	work	include;Innovative	designs	that	boast	exquisite	levels	of	metalwork	and
the	rhinestones	are	cut	and	made	in	bold	colors	resembling	precious	gemstones	and	with	nicely	done	colorful	enameling.	The	enamel	colors	were	shaded	expertly.Some	of	the	pieces	were	marked,	though,	and	the	jewelry	by	Boucher	had	the	MB	stamp,	Boucher,	Marcel	Boucher,	and	Marboux.	The	pieces	are	also	priced	competitively,	and	though	they
can	be	undervalued,	they	are	worth	your	investment.5.Hollywood’s	Eugene	JoseffHollywood’s	Joseff	lived	between	1905	and	1948,	and	he	is	an	iconic	name	that	is	known	to	have	designed	the	best	of	costume	jewelry	for	the	biggest	Hollywood	film	studios,	although	the	brand	sold	some	copies	to	their	star-struck	fans.Essentially,	the	jewelry	designs
were	mostly	made	of	Russian	gold,	which	is	made	of	a	semi-matter	copper-gold	finish	that	had	a	rather	minimized	flare	when	exposed	to	the	studio	lights.Generally,	there	were	signed	pieces,	but	not	all	were	signed.	But	if	you	are	to	identify	what	the	differences	are	between	the	real	Joseff	jewelry	and	the	fakes	–	the	fake	pieces	are	most	brightly
polished.	Also,	know	that	if	the	Eugene	Joseff	signature	is	in	block	letters,	then	it	means	that	it	was	made	between	the	1930s	and	1940s.6.Elsa	Schiaparelli:	1890-1973Elsa	Schiaparelli	was	the	founder	of	one	of	the	earliest	fashion	houses	in	Paris	and	was	quite	famous	in	the	1920s,	and	from	the	brand’s	debut,	the	brand	dived	into	costume	jewelry,
creating	some	of	the	most	cutting	edge	fashion	pieces.Despite	creating	the	most	iconic	costume	jewelry	designs,	the	earlier	pieces	by	Elsa	were	not	signed,	but	the	later	versions	were	signed.	For	the	unsigned	pieces,	Elsa’s	signature	was	the	color	of	the	jewelry	–	they	had	a	shocking	pink	color	that	stood	out	at	that	time	when	the	famous	Coco
Channel	little	black	dress	was	the	de	rigueur.Generally,	these	pieces	were	identified	by	their	quirky,	highly-prized,	and	also	surrealist-inspired	design.	In	addition	to	this,	Elsa’s	designs	were	largely	inspired	by	the	planets,	the	milky	way,	and	also	the	celestial	lights.	Also,	her	uncle	was	the	infamous	Italian	astronomer	Giovanni	Schiaparelli	that
discovered	the	infamous	canals	of	Mars.Regarding	the	designs	from	the	1950s,	a	time	when	Elsa	lived	and	worked	in	New	York,	her	costume	jewelry	pieces	largely	featured	the	floral	and	abstract	designs	made	from	colorful	glass	and	stones.With	many	of	the	designs	by	Elsa	being	unsigned,	there	have	been	multiple	fakes	produced	to	date,	making	it
very	hard	to	identify	real	pieces	of	vintage	costume	jewelry	by	Elsa	Schiaparelli.7.Weiss:	1942-72Weiss	is	the	other	big	name	where	vintage	costume	jewelry	is	concerned.	This	jewelry	creator	not	only	ran	one	of	the	most	successful	jewelry	companies	but	also	boasted	the	most	exquisitely	designed	foliate,	floral,	figural,	and	fruit	designs	of	jewelry	only
using	the	Australian	Crystal	rhinestones.	Unfortunately,	the	jewelry	was	unmarked,	and	there	are	many	versions	of	fake	Weiss	Costume	jewelry	in	today’s	jewelry	scene.To	identify	the	original	designs,	you	have	to	look	out	for	different	features	likeSettings	made	in	antiqued	gold	tones.And	the	most	convincing	reproductions	by	Weiss	were	from	the
German	Smoky	Quartz	Crystals,	better	known	as	the	black	diamonds.	These	stones	were	set	in	silver	and	gold	alloys,	some	of	which	were	enameled.	The	ones	from	the	1960s	were	dull	black	and	regarded	as	japanned	pieces.Although	they	were	undervalued	for	a	long	time,	the	prices	have	been	going	up.8.Mazer	BrothersThis	jewelry	company	ran	from
1927	to	1981	in	New	York	City	and	was	run	by	the	brothers	Joseph	and	Louis	Mazer.	Their	designs	were	the	affordable	alternatives	and	simulations	of	the	more	expensive	jewelry,	which	were	initially	unmarked.And	it	wasn’t	until	1946	when	Joseph	went	out	on	his	own	and	set	up	his	own	company,	that	he	started	to	sign	his	jewelry	Jomaz.To	identify
Mazer	costume	jewelry,	you	first	need	to	keep	in	mind	the	fact	that	costume	jewelry	pieces	by	Mazer	Boucher	were	all	designed	way	before	he	established	his	own	jewelry	company	in	1934.	Some	of	the	designs	that	stand	out	from	Mazer	include	the	foliate,	floral,	ribbon-and-bow	motif	accented	with	the	finest	of	Sea	Maze	Faux	pearls,	and	in	other
cases,	the	best	of	the	Australian	Rhinestones.	These	stones	all	come	in	the	most	sophisticated	settings	and	cuts.And	like	the	rest	of	the	unsigned	vintage	costume	jewelry	pieces,	Mazer’s	pieces	are	relatively	affordable	but	still	very	valuable.9.Miriam	HaskellMiriam	Haskell	is	the	other	big	name	in	the	world	of	jewelry,	specifically	vintage	costume
jewelry,	and	the	brand	lived	from	1899	to	1981.Miriam	Haskell	is	known	for	creating	some	of	the	most	elegant	costume	jewelry	options,	which	were	not	only	fashionable	but	quite	prestigious,	even	more	than	the	fine	antique	jewelry	options.Thanks	to	this	high	regard	for	jewelry,	Miriam	Haskell’s	jewelry	has	been	worn	by	people	of	all	walks	of	life,
including	celebrities.The	vintage	costume	jewelry	by	Miriam	Haskell	is	to	be	worn	and	treasured,	and	unfortunately,	even	the	jewelry	by	this	brand	was	unsigned.	And	to	be	able	to	easily	identify	the	Haskell	jewelry,	you’d	be	looking	out	for	components	like	the	roses	montees	and	fake	pearls.	The	rose	montees	are	flat-backed	pieces	of	rhinestones	set
up	in	the	cluster.Often,	the	pearls	will	be	attached	to	a	gilt	metallic	chain,	as	well	as	some	of	the	most	innovative	and	complex	hard-wired	pieces,	all	set	in	place	professionally.	Loss	or	any	damage	to	the	pearls	and/or	the	rhinestones	will,	unfortunately,	lower	the	value	of	the	jewelry.The	other	versions	and	brands	of	unsigned	vintage	costume	jewelry
options	include:Alce	Caviness	Crystal	Necklace	and	the	Bracelet	setThese	crystal	necklaces	feature	strands	of	pearls,	and	just	about	everyone	owned	these	back	in	the	1950s.	This	was	the	most	versatile	style	of	costume	jewelry,	and	even	the	most	fashionable	individuals	wear	these	crystal	pearl	necklaces	in	the	world	today.Bogoff	Rhodium-Plated
Rhinestone	BraceletsThe	Bogoff	bracelets	might	be	harder	to	find	in	the	market	today,	but	they	are	also	unsigned,	and	you	can	find	some	of	these	on	eBay.ConclusionKnowing	what	to	look	for	is	an	important	consideration	to	keep	in	mind	when	it	comes	to	determining	the	value	and	the	time	the	costume	jewelry	is	from.If	you	think	that	any	of	the
pieces	you	have	is	by	the	designers	mentioned	above,	you	will	know	exactly	what	to	look	out	for.Tiger	is	a	fashion&jewelry	lover.	He	is	also	a	fashion	jewelry	manufacturer	that	help	thousands	of	small	business	to	grow	and	also	do	business	with	some	big	fashion	jewelry	brands.	He	is	a	truly	metal	expert	and	he	will	share	some	information	you	are
looking	for.	Published	January	28,	2025	Authenticating	vintage	jewelry	is	an	exciting	and	rewarding	process	that	requires	a	keen	eye	and	a	solid	understanding	of	different	eras,	materials,	and	styles.	Whether	you’re	a	seasoned	collector	or	new	to	the	world	of	fine	vintage	jewelry,	knowing	how	to	identify	authentic	pieces	is	crucial.	At	Dover	Jewelry,
our	GIA-certified	gemologists	and	antique	jewelry	experts	have	compiled	key	tips	and	steps	to	help	you	authenticate	vintage	jewelry	effectively.	Key	Characteristics	of	Authentic	Vintage	Jewelry	When	it	comes	to	authenticating	vintage	jewelry,	there	are	several	key	aspects	to	consider.	By	examining	these	factors,	you	can	distinguish	genuine	vintage
pieces	from	modern	reproductions	or	fakes.	How	do	I	know	if	my	Brooch	is	Vintage	or	Estate?	Research	Different	Jewelry	Eras	The	first	step	in	authenticating	vintage	jewelry	is	familiarizing	yourself	with	various	jewelry	periods	such	as	Art	Deco,	Art	Nouveau,	Victorian,	and	Retro.	Each	period	has	its	own	distinct	design	characteristics,	from	the
geometric	lines	of	Art	Deco	to	the	flowing,	organic	shapes	of	Art	Nouveau.	Recognizing	these	era-specific	features	will	help	you	more	easily	identify	authentic	vintage	jewelry.	Materials	and	Gemstones	in	Vintage	Jewelry	Look	closely	at	the	materials	used	in	the	piece,	as	authentic	vintage	jewelry	often	features	precious	metals	like	gold,	silver,	and
platinum.	Many	vintage	pieces	also	include	natural	gemstones,	such	as	diamonds,	emeralds,	rubies,	and	sapphires,	which	were	commonly	used	in	various	settings.	Understanding	the	origins	of	these	gemstones	and	their	quality	can	help	you	confirm	whether	they	are	natural	or	synthetic.	To	learn	more	about	gemstone	authenticity,	visit	resources	like
GIA’s	Gemology	page.	Craftsmanship	and	Construction	of	Vintage	Pieces	Vintage	jewelry	is	often	handmade,	meaning	that	the	craftsmanship	can	tell	you	a	lot	about	its	authenticity.	Pay	attention	to	intricate	details	such	as	fine	engravings,	quality	gemstone	settings,	and	overall	construction.	High-quality	vintage	jewelry	often	displays	meticulous
craftsmanship	that	sets	it	apart	from	mass-produced	pieces.	Signs	of	Authenticity	in	Vintage	Jewelry	Several	signs	can	help	you	confirm	the	authenticity	of	vintage	jewelry,	even	if	the	piece	lacks	a	maker’s	mark.	These	key	indicators	should	be	carefully	examined:	Patina	and	Wear	As	jewelry	ages,	it	naturally	develops	a	subtle	patina	or	signs	of	wear,
such	as	tarnish	or	light	scratches.	These	signs	of	aging	often	enhance	the	authenticity	of	a	vintage	piece.	The	subtle	wear	and	patina	give	a	piece	character	and	tell	a	story,	helping	you	distinguish	it	from	newly	made	jewelry.	Clasps	and	Closures:	Vital	Clues	to	Age	The	design	of	clasps	and	closures	can	offer	additional	insight	into	the	era	of	the	piece.
Different	closure	styles	were	popular	during	various	periods,	so	identifying	the	type	of	clasp	can	help	you	authenticate	vintage	jewelry.	Researching	the	type	of	clasp	used	in	specific	time	periods	can	provide	valuable	clues.	Antique	&	Vintage	Jewelry:	Considering	A	Collection	Hallmarks	and	Marks:	Key	Indicators	of	Authenticity	When	identifying
vintage	jewelry,	hallmarks	and	maker’s	marks	are	crucial	to	understanding	a	piece’s	authenticity.	These	markings	can	tell	you	everything	from	the	type	of	metal	used	to	the	designer’s	identity.	Hallmarks	in	Vintage	Jewelry	Hallmarks	are	stamped	marks	that	confirm	the	purity	of	the	metal	used	in	the	jewelry.	For	example,	“925”	indicates	sterling
silver,	and	“750”	indicates	18K	gold.	These	marks	are	vital	in	confirming	the	metal’s	authenticity	and	quality.	Maker’s	Marks:	Identifying	the	Designer	Some	vintage	jewelry	features	maker’s	marks,	which	are	often	initials,	names,	or	symbols	that	identify	the	designer	or	jewelry	manufacturer.	Researching	these	marks	can	help	you	trace	the	origin	of
the	piece,	making	it	easier	to	confirm	whether	it	is	authentic	vintage	jewelry.	Other	Marks	to	Look	For	In	addition	to	hallmarks	and	maker’s	marks,	vintage	jewelry	may	feature	other	markings	such	as	date	stamps,	designer	signatures,	patent	numbers,	and	trademarks.	These	can	provide	more	context	and	help	verify	the	piece’s	age	and	authenticity.
Researching	these	marks	can	further	confirm	the	jewelry’s	provenance.	Expert	Consultation	for	Authenticating	Vintage	Jewelry	If	you’re	ever	uncertain	about	the	authenticity	of	a	piece,	consulting	an	expert	is	always	a	wise	decision.	Dover	Jewelry	offers	authentication	services,	where	our	GIA-certified	gemologists	and	antique	jewelry	experts	can
examine	your	piece	and	provide	a	detailed	report	on	its	authenticity.	Contact	Dover	Jewelry	for	more	information	on	expert	consultation	services.	Understanding	the	Difference	Between	Estate,	Antique,	and	Vintage	Jewelry	It’s	essential	to	understand	the	difference	between	estate,	antique,	and	vintage	jewelry,	as	the	terms	are	often	used
interchangeably	but	have	distinct	meanings.	Antique	jewelry	refers	to	pieces	that	are	over	100	years	old,	vintage	jewelry	typically	includes	pieces	that	are	at	least	20	years	old	but	less	than	100	years	old,	and	estate	jewelry	refers	to	pre-owned	pieces	that	may	be	either	antique	or	vintage.	What	is	the	Difference	between	Estate,	Antique	and	Vintage
Jewelry?	Use	Online	Resources	for	Identifying	Vintage	Jewelry	There	are	several	online	forums,	databases,	and	platforms	dedicated	to	vintage	jewelry	that	can	assist	you	in	identifying	pieces.	These	resources	allow	you	to	research	and	connect	with	other	collectors	and	experts,	expanding	your	knowledge	of	different	jewelry	styles	and	trends.	Explore
GIA	Gemology	Provenance	and	Its	Role	in	Authentication	Provenance—the	history	of	ownership—plays	a	significant	role	in	understanding	the	authenticity	and	value	of	vintage	jewelry.	By	gathering	information	about	a	piece’s	previous	owners	and	its	journey,	you	can	gain	insight	into	its	authenticity	and	even	increase	its	value.	Consult	The	National
Association	of	Jewelry	Appraisers	Selling	vintage	jewelry	you	no	longer	use	or	wear	is	one	of	the	best	ways	to	earn	a	good	amount	of	money.	Perhaps	you	have	a	piece	or	two	lying	around	the	corner	of	your	jewelry	box	that	you	want	to	sell.	Selling	antiques	and	vintage	jewelry,	however,	can	be	daunting,	especially	if	you	don’t	have	experience	on
identifying	its	value.	Obviously,	you	want	to	get	the	best	value	for	your	jewelry,	but	how	do	you	exactly	do	that?	Well,	this	entry	will	teach	you	how	to	identify	vintage	costume	jewelry.Antique	vs.	VintageThey	may	seem	similar	but	in	the	world	of	jewelry,	they	are	extremely	different	from	each	other.	For	a	piece	to	be	considered	vintage,	it	has	to	be	at
least	20	years	old.	This	means	Art	deco,	mid-20th,	70s	and	80s,	and	retro	are	all	considered	vintage	style	jewelries.	For	it	to	be	called	antique,	however,	it	has	to	be	more	than	100	years	old.	Both	can	be	really	valuable,	but	generally,	well-maintained	antique	jewelry	is	worth	so	much	more	than	a	similar	piece	of	the	same	quality.	One	way	to	know	if	it’s
antique	or	vintage	is	to	think	about	where	you	got	the	jewelry.	If	you	remember	purchasing	it	from	a	retailer	in	the	past	couple	of	years,	then	it’s	definitely	not	vintage	jewelry.	If	purchased	from	an	antique	shop,	flea	market,	or	an	estate	sale,	then	there’s	a	good	chance	it	is	vintage.	In	some	cases,	jewelry	bought	from	these	markets	are	rare	and
valuable.	Style	ErasLearn	about	different	styles	like	the	art	nouveau	from	the	1900s,	Blakelite	from	the	1940s,	the	“new	look”	from	the	1950s,	etc.	It	pays	to	familiarize	yourself	with	different	styles	from	different	eras,	as	this	can	help	you	quickly	pinpoint	the	time	and	manufacturer	a	certain	piece	was	made,	and	help	you	in	knowing	the	item’s	resale
value.	Fine	vs.	Costume	Fine	jewelry	refers	to	jewelries	made	with	precious	metals	like	sterling	silver,	gold,	platinum,	or	precious	or	semi-precious	gemstones	such	as	amethyst,	diamond,	emerald,	garnet,	pearl,	opal,	ruby,	sapphire,	etc.	They	are	made	with	careful	attention	to	details	and	with	high-quality	settings	to	secure	the	gemstones.	Since	it’s
made	with	precious	metals	and	real	gemstones,	they	are	durable	and	will	never	tarnish	(with	proper	care	and	storage	of	course).	They	can	be	easily	repaired	when	broken,	as	well.Costume	jewelries,	on	the	other	hand,	are	made	with	cheaper	materials	and	were	mass	produced.	The	first	challenge	among	newbies	is	learning	how	to	identify	vintage
costume	jewelry.	Well,	it’s	pretty	simple.	Costume	vintage	jewelries	also	use	precious	metals,	but	instead	of	using	solid	precious	metal,	they	are	made	with	cheaper	metal	and	plated	with	either	silver	or	gold.	The	stones	can	also	be	rhinestones,	plastic,	glass,	Swarovski	crystals,	or	various	inexpensive	materials.	Their	design	also	tends	to	be	bolder	and
louder.	Though	they	were	made	with	less	expensive	materials,	costume	vintage	jewelries	can	also	hold	value	over	time,	making	them	worth	reselling.	Many	people,	especially	collectors	like	the	certain	vintage	styles	of	the	costume	jewelry.	Some	designs	are	even	considered	iconic	and	often	sold	at	a	high	price,	depending	on	their	condition.	The
“hallmark”	is	the	stamp	or	tag	on	the	metal	piece	of	the	jewelry.	It	indicates	the	type	of	metal	and	sometimes,	even	the	designer	or	maker	of	the	piece.	Most,	if	not	all	fine	jewelries	come	with	hallmarks,	unless	the	stamp	has	worn	out.	Costume	jewelries	can	also	come	with	a	hallmark,	but	usually	they	are	names	of	the	manufacturer.	For	earrings,
hallmarks	are	found	in	the	post.	For	rings,	it’s	on	the	inside	of	the	ring.	For	bracelets,	they	are	placed	near	the	clasp.	For	brooches,	they	are	found	at	the	back.	Hallmarks	for	necklaces	are	often	found	on	the	tag.	It	is	also	important	to	note	that	having	a	hallmark	does	not	automatically	make	a	piece	legitimate	or	real.	Hallmarks	can	be	faked,	and
counterfeiters	have	become	really	good	at	it.	Obviously,	a	trained	eye	can	easily	spot	fake	hallmarks,	especially	from	well-known	jewelers	like	Cartier,	Chanel,	Dior,	etc.	Thus,	it	is	always	a	good	idea	to	have	the	jewelry	appraised	by	a	professional.	Scrutinize	the	jewelry	piece.	Turn	it	over	and	check	every	corner.	Start	with	the	craftsmanship.	Does	it
show	signs	of	being	handmade	or	is	it	mass	produced?	While	most	handmade	pieces	are	usually	priced	higher,	mass	produced	pieces	in	mint	quality	condition	can	still	be	quite	valuable.	There	were	quite	a	lot	of	mass	produced	jewelry	in	the	1940s	and	50s.	Next,	consider	the	materials	used.	Vintage	and	antique	jewelries	are	usually	made	with	gold,
platinum,	diamonds,	and	sapphires.	Some	less	expensive	pieces	are	made	with	silver,	amethysts,	and	rhinestones.	Look	for	the	stamp	using	a	magnifying	glass	as	well.	If	the	material	is	made	with	silver	or	gold,	it	will	most	likely	have	a	stamp.Next,	check	the	cut	of	the	gems	and	stones,	as	this	can	identify	the	era	the	jewelry	was	made.	European	and
old	mine	cut	diamonds	are	no	longer	produced,	which	means	they	can	be	really	old	and	valuable.	Then,	for	bracelets,	necklaces,	or	pins,	then	check	the	clasps.	Clasp	styles	can	indicate	a	certain	time	period	as	well.	Antique	and	vintage	pieces	mostly	use	box	and	ring	clasps.		Most	clasps	used	today	were	not	widely	used	until	the	70s.	Next,	look	for	the
trademark	of	the	designer.	Jewelry	designers	use	certain	logos	as	an	identifier	of	their	work.	Bulgari,	Cartier,	Chanel,	Christian	Dior,	and	Tiffany	for	example,	place	certain	marks	in	their	jewelry	as	their	signature.Track	the	paperwork	of	the	jewelry,	if	possible.	If	it	came	from	an	estate	sale	or	an	inherited	piece,	then	there’s	a	good	chance	it	comes
with	a	certification	of	authentication.	Paperwork	can	help	identify	the	authenticity	of	the	jewelry.	If	you	believe	that	your	jewelry	is	worth	something,	the	best	way	to	know	its	true	value	is	to	have	it	professionally	appraised.	Research	the	best	appraisers	in	your	area	who	specialize	in	vintage	and	antique	jewelries.	These	people	know	how	to	identify
vintage	costume	jewelry	and	help	you	get	its	maximum	value.		Related	Costume	jewelry,	also	known	as	fashion	jewelry,	includes	items	which	have	been	designed	as	more	affordable	ornamentation	and	has	been	around	for	about	300	years.	These	pieces	are	created	to	parallel	antique	or	fine	jewelry	which	is	typically	more	expensive	and	made	from
more	valuable	materials.	While	fine	jewelry	is	primarily	thought	of	as	collectible	jewelry,	costume	jewelry	is	designed	for	more	regular	wear	and	crafted	from	simulated	gemstones	including	rhinestone	and	set	in	cheaper	metals	such	as	pewter	or	brass.	Costume	jewelry	was	made	mostly	between	1900	and	1960,	although	the	earliest	examples	can	be
hundreds	of	years	old.	There	are	many	forms	of	valuable,	rare	and	vintage	costume	jewelry	on	the	market.	Here,	we’ll	present	a	guide	on	how	to	identify	costume	jewelry	including	brands	or	makers	to	look	out	for.	We’ll	also	list	some	of	the	most	valuable	kinds	of	costume	jewelry	along	with	a	valuing	guide,	and	provide	some	buying	and	selling	top
tips.	Whether	you	inherited	some	costume	jewelry	from	a	relative,	found	an	interesting	piece	at	an	auction,	or	have	become	interested	in	collecting	it,	you	have	come	to	the	right	place!	Most	Valuable	Costume	Jewelry:	Quick	Round-Up	List	Some	of	the	most	valuable	brands	of	costume	jewelry	include:	Eisenberg	Hobé	Christian	Dior	Elsa	Schiaparelli
Weiss	Miriam	Haskell	Coco	Chanel	Trifari	(Find	more	brands	listed	further	on	in	the	article!).	The	value	of	items	is	raised	when:	The	item	is	in	good	condition	(i.e.	mint	or	very	good	condition	as	opposed	to	good	or	fair	condition)	The	item	is	rare	or	unusual	(i.e.	not	many	items	were	made,	or	items	are	hard	to	obtain)	The	item	is	especially	beautiful	or
elegant	(this	is	subjective	but	particularly	striking	pieces	capture	the	imagination	more	than	“standard”	pieces	which	are	seen	regularly)	The	item	has	a	full	provenance	history	(i.e.	there	is	a	story	that	comes	with	it,	or	a	list	of	previous	owners)	The	materials	are	of	higher	value	(much	costume	jewelry	was	made	form	cheap	materials	like	glass	or
Bakeline,	and	gemstones	were	formed	from	paste.	Some	costume	jewelry	used	more	expensive	materials	like	brass	or	rhinestone)	Identifying	Costume	Jewelry	Getting	a	positive	ID	on	vintage	costume	jewelry	can	be	difficult,	especially	if	they	don’t	contain	clues	such	as	logos	or	maker’s	marks.	But	there	are	a	few	easy	steps	you	can	take	in	your
identification	quest…	1.	Inspect	The	Jewelry	Take	a	good	look	at	your	piece	of	costume	jewelry.	Does	it	have	any	signs	of	damage?	Are	there	missing	parts,	chipped	stones	or	worn	enamel?	Signs	of	wear	may	help	to	date	the	piece	–	clasps	which	were	once	stiff	will	be	loose	and	easy	to	open	and	close	now.	Pieces	which	were	worn	and	regularly	held	in
the	hand	to	put	on	or	take	off,	such	as	earrings,	will	have	wear	marks	around	the	edges.	Next,	try	to	find	a	signature,	logo,	maker’s	mark,	or	any	kind	of	letters	and	numbers.	Sometimes	pieces	were	stamped	or	etched	with	export	and	import	details.	(Find	more	information	on	jewelry	hallmarks	here).	This	may	point	to	the	provenance	and	therefore	the
value	of	the	piece.	However,	if	the	piece	is	unmarked	do	not	fear,	some	of	the	most	famous	and	renowned	costume	jewelry	makers	did	not	sign	their	pieces.	Most	Famous	Brands	Of	Costume	Jewelry	@corals_emporium	Here	is	a	list	of	the	most	famous	brands	or	makers	to	look	out	for	(with	more	information	on	brands	via	the	Antique	Jewlery	Investor
site	and	the	Love	To	Know	site):	Eisenberg	Hobé	Marcel	Boucher	Joseff	of	Hollywood	Christian	Dior	Maison	Gripoix	Kenneth	Jay	Lane	Elsa	Schiaparelli	Weiss	Mazer	Brothers	Miriam	Haskell	Carnegie	Coco	Chanel	Coro	Trifari	2.	Look	For	Notable	Features	@jellyfishventura	Try	to	identify	any	notable	features	in	the	design	of	the	piece.	Does	it	contain
a	geometric	pattern?	Is	there	a	natural	motif	such	as	a	butterfly	or	a	flower?	Architectural	or	geometric	designs	tend	to	originate	in	the	1920s	or	30s	and	were	very	popular	amongst	designers.	Nature	themed	motifs	typify	the	Art	Nouveau	period	which	happened	between	the	1890s	and	1910s.	Does	the	piece	contain	gemstones?	Or	faux	gemstones?
What	shape	do	these	gemstones	have?	Anything	notable	you	can	find	on	the	piece	will	be	a	step	towards	identifying	its	provenance.	Note	all	of	these	down	to	build	a	comprehensive	list.	3.	Search	For	Similar	Looking	Pieces	Online	Now	you’ve	noted	all	the	key	features	it’s	time	to	try	and	find	some	similar	pieces	online.	You	can	try	searching	an
antique	or	vintage	forum.	There	are	often	enthusiastic	amateurs	or	expert	collectors	who	like	to	help	one	another	out.	You	can	post	images	and	queries	on	forums	such	as:	Antique	Marks	Forum	Thrifty	Fun	Or	taking	advantage	of	auction	or	antiques	sites	where	similar	kinds	of	jewelry	are	often	listed	including:	eBay	–	the	collectible	jewelry	section
can	be	a	good	place	to	start.	Try	searching	for	keywords	pertaining	to	the	design	of	your	piece	(e.g.	“earrings,	geometric,	rhinestone”)	Collectors	Weekly	–	this	site	assembles	listings	and	interesting	lots	within	many	categories	of	vintage	and	antique	items.	Try	the	vintage	and	antique	costume	jewelry	section.	4.	Ask	An	Expert	If	you’re	really	stuck	and
need	a	little	extra	help	in	identifying	your	costume	jewelry	it	can	be	very	useful	to	ask	an	expert.	Some	professionals	offer	online	identification	and	appraisal	services,	while	others	may	be	happy	for	you	to	send	them	an	informal	email	with	detailed	photos	of	the	piece	to	help	you	out.	If	you	have	a	local	vintage	or	antiques	shop	this	can	be	a	good	place
to	start	and	staff	may	be	experts	in	the	field.	Bear	in	mind	that	you	may	need	to	pay	for	these	services.	Valuing	Costume	Jewelry	The	price	of	vintage	costume	jewelry	can	vary	greatly	depending	on	the	brand,	condition,	rarity,	and	beauty	of	the	piece.	While	some	pieces	can	be	purchased	for	somewhere	between	$10-$50	USD,	others	are	worth
hundreds	of	dollars!	Condition	The	condition	of	an	item	will	largely	dictate	the	price.	Check	whether	items	have	wear	and	tear,	or	if	they	have	been	repaired.	Have	the	gemstones	been	glued	in	or	are	the	still	in	their	original	holdings?	Has	any	of	the	metalwork	been	welded	together?	It	goes	without	saying	that	jewelry	in	mint	condition	will	sell	for	a
lot	more	than	that	in	fair	condition.	In	general,	the	better	the	condition	the	higher	the	price.	But	particularly	rare	or	collectible	pieces	can	fetch	a	high	price	even	with	damage.	Brand	@missyanacherie	We	listed	some	of	the	most	famous	and	popular	brands	and	maker’s	above.	The	top	brands	which	will	fetch	the	highest	price	are	generally	considered
to	be	early	pieces	made	by	Dior,	Chanel,	Triari,		Schiaparelli	or	Eisenberg.	Some	collectors	consider	Miriam	Haskell	jewelry	to	be	the	pieces	with	the	highest	collector	value.	Makers	like	Chanel	are	particularly	notable	for	having	made	jewelry	for	celebrities	and	notable	figures	including	Elizabeth	Taylor	and	Audrey	Hepburn.	This	increases	the
notoriety	and	therefore	price	of	their	items.	Rarity	Again,	as	a	general	rule,	the	rarer	the	item	the	higher	the	price.	The	Art	Deco	period	was	a	short	but	influential	period,	and	as	such,	costume	jewelry	made	during	this	time	can	be	sold	for	a	high	price.	Chanel	jewelry	from	the	late	1920s	tended	to	focus	on	“statement”	accessories,	large	pieces	like
brooches	in	the	shape	of	flowers	or	frogs.	This	movement	towards	wearing	jewelry	as	an	art	piece	rather	than	a	statement	of	wealth	makes	items	from	this	period	very	valuable.	If	you	cannot	find	other	pieces	like	yours	being	sold	or	discussed	on	the	internet,	it	means	one	of	two	things:	it	is	extremely	rare	or	it	is	unknown.	It	can	be	useful	to	get	an
expert	opinion	in	this	situation,	if	you	believe	the	piece	to	be	of	high	value	based	on	the	materials	it	is	made	from	and	a	distinctive	maker’s	mark.	Buying	And	Selling	Costume	Jewelry:	Tips	And	Tricks	While	costume	jewelry	can	be	made	from	materials	with	very	little	value	such	as	glass,	plastic,	Bakelite,	and	gemstones	made	from	paste,	the	designs
and	the	symbolism	surrounding	them	makes	them	highly	collectible.	Antique	costume	jewelry	is	harder	to	find,	and	is	only	classed	as	antique	if	it	over	100	years	old.	Vintage	costume	jewelry	is	much	more	common	and	is	classed	as	vintage	if	it	is	between	20	and	100	years	old.	Buying	Costume	Jewelry	If	you	are	wondering	where	to	buy	vintage
costume	jewelry,	we	recommend:	eBay	–	try	searching	for	costume	jewelry	or	fashion	jewelry	and	refine	your	search	to	match	your	desired	criteria	(for	example,	try	setting	the	date	limits	or	refining	the	country	of	origin)	Etsy	–	this	site	has	some	great	listings	of	mostly	vintage	costume	jewelry	Independent	jewelry	dealers	such	as	Christie’s	Remember
to	also	search	for	“fashion	jewelry”	as	this	term	is	often	interchangeable	with	costume	jewelry.	Also	make	sure	you	choose	items	which	have	plenty	of	details	provided	–	close-up	images	of	notable	features	like	logos	and	patterns	are	important,	as	well	as	transparency	when	it	comes	to	damage.	Try	to	find	a	reputable	seller,	and	don’t	be	afraid	to	ask
for	more	detail	about	the	piece	–	where	did	it	come	from,	what	is	its	history?	Good	sellers	will	be	quick	to	reply	and	happy	to	answer	your	questions.	Selling	Costume	Jewelry	We	would	also	recommend	eBay	as	a	place	to	sell	your	jewelry.	Targeting	costume	jewelry	collectors	and	making	sure	you	list	the	piece	within	the	appropriate	price	range	will
generate	the	most	interest	in	your	listing.	You	can	also	try	selling	through	an	auctioneer	or	setting	an	independent	advert	on	specialist	Facebook	Market	groups.	Make	sure	you	provide	plenty	of	information	–	the	provenance	of	the	jewelry,	special	features,	materials	(if	known),	maker’s	marks,	and	any	damage	present.	Include	lots	of	photos	from
different	angles.	Selling	items	as	part	of	a	collection	can	also	fetch	you	a	good	price,	sometimes	higher	than	selling	the	piece	alone.	Also	Read:	I’ve	heard	many	refer	to	costume	jewelry	as	“fake”	jewelry,	but	most	people	don’t	know	that	the	same	one	could	be	worth	thousands	today	if	it’s	old!	That’s	right!	Vintage	costume	jewelry	is	a	hot	collectible
right	now,	with	collectors	paying	insane	prices	for	it!So,	if	you	have	an	old	box	of	‘fake	jewelry’	from	your	grandmother’s	dresser?	This	guide	is	just	for	you!	Not	only	will	this	guide	introduce	you	to	some	of	the	most	collectible	vintage	costume	jewelry	pieces,	but	you’ll	also	learn	to	spot	authentic	pieces	and	what	makes	them	worth	the	money!Simply
put,	it’s	decorative	jewelry	made	from	non-precious	materials.	Instead	of	diamonds	and	gold,	you’ll	find	glass	stones,	faux	pearls,	and	base	metals.Costume	jewelry	really	took	off	in	the	1920s	when	fashion	icon	Coco	Chanel	shocked	everyone	by	mixing	fake	pearls	with	real	ones.	She	showed	the	world	that	jewelry	could	be	about	style,	not	just	showing
off	wealth.	But	its	craze	lasted	through	the	World	Wars	and	the	Great	Depression	till	the	present!Costume	jewelry	is	sure	made	of	nonprecious	materials,	but	that	doesn’t	make	it	any	less	valuable.	The	following	vintage	costume	jewelry	pieces	are	examples	of	its	rarity	and	desirability	today.Source:	eBay	–	FLX	Storage	Locker	FindzThis	breathtaking
brooch	featuring	a	large	red	stone	surrounded	by	what	appears	to	be	pearl-like	beads	is	a	prime	example	of	Schreiner’s	bold	design	aesthetic.	The	hefty	price	tag	of	almost	$8,000	speaks	to	the	rarity	of	this	piece.The	brooch	showcases	a	dramatic	red	centerpiece	surrounded	by	those	luminous	pearl-like	beads,	a	classic	Schreiner	style.	It’s	bold,	it’s
luxurious,	and	it’s	meant	to	be	noticed!	The	scale	is	impressive	too	–	Schreiner	wasn’t	about	dainty,	shrinking	violet	jewelry.Schreiner	pieces	are	particularly	rare	and	collectible	because	many	were	produced	in	small	quantities.	Also,	they	often	used	stones	of	special	shapes	and	unusual	colors,	which	are	no	longer	produced	now.Source:	eBay	–	Old
Costume	JewelryCreated	by	Marcel	Boucher,	one	of	the	most	celebrated	costume	jewelry	designers	of	the	20th	century,	this	stunning	black	and	white	octopus	brooch	is	a	true	collector’s	dream!	What	makes	this	octopus	pin	special	is	the	combination	of	black	enamel	work	with	brilliant	rhinestone	accents	and	lifelike	tentacles.Marcel	Boucher’s	pieces
are	known	for	their	exceptional	quality,	intricate	details,	and	three-dimensional	designs.	The	pieces	often	bear	the	“Marboux,”	“MB,”	or	later	“Boucher”	marks	with	a	copyright	symbol,	making	them	highly	identifiable	for	collectors.Source:	eBay	–	mmas8957This	fascinating	piece	shows	Eastern-inspired	figurals	in	what	appears	to	be	ivory-colored
material	with	turquoise	and	coral	accents.	What	makes	this	set	rare	and	collectible	is	that	it’s	a	“Duette”	–	Coro’s	patented	convertible	jewelry	design.Coro	patented	this	convertible	jewelry	concept	in	1935,	and	it	was	revolutionary!	These	pieces	are	essentially	two	matching	clips	that	you	could	wear	separately,	OR	connect	together	using	a	special
frame	to	create	one	statement	brooch.The	figures	in	this	Duette	appear	to	be	made	from	celluloid	and	likely	represent	an	empress	and	emperor	or	other	Asian	characters.	The	detailed	carving,	especially	the	tiny	facial	expressions,	is	extraordinary!Source:	eBay	–	urbantiquesThis	extraordinary	mermaid	brooch	combines	sterling	silver	construction
with	vermeil	(gold-over-silver)	plating,	giving	off	dimensional	pink	glass	“scales”	at	the	mermaid’s	tail.	The	figure	features	rhinestone	accents	and	a	large	faceted	pink	crystal	as	the	centerpiece.These	pieces	were	created	during	World	War	II	when	Eisenberg	switched	to	sterling	silver	due	to	metal	restrictions,	entering	a	unique	period	in	American
costume	jewelry	production.The	mermaid	brooch,	designed	by	Ruth	Kamke,	possibly	inspired	by	Verdura’s	high-end	“Naiad	Clip,”	shows	how	costume	jewelry	makers	took	inspiration	from	fine	jewelry.Source:	eBay	–	vintage-trendsIf	there’s	a	piece	that	represents	the	pinnacle	of	hand-crafted	costume	jewelry,	it’s	this	early	Miriam	Haskell	piece!	It
shows	Haskell’s	characteristic	attention	to	detail	–	every	single	bead	individually	hand-wired	onto	the	metal	framework,	a	not-extinct	labor-intensive	process!The	necklace	features	a	multi-strand	lariat	with	hand-wired	baroque	glass	pearls	in	cream	tones,	vibrant	turquoise	and	ruby-colored	glass	beads,	all	connected	to	intricate	filigree	medallions	that
showcase	Haskell’s	signature	Russian	gold-tone	finish.Dating	from	the	1930s,	this	necklace	predates	Haskell’s	permanent	signature	tags	(which	began	in	the	1940s),	making	construction	techniques	and	design	elements	sole	identifiers.Source:	eBay	–	xyla_vintageThe	high	value	of	this	red	carnation	Trifari	brooch	lies	in	the	fact	that	it	was	designed	by
Alfred	Philippe,	the	legendary	designer	who	defined	Trifari’s	signature	style	from	1930	until	his	retirement	in	1968.What	makes	it	more	exceptional	is	the	innovative	use	of	layered,	invisibly	set	red	rhinestones	that	create	the	dimensional	petals	of	the	carnation	flower.	The	green	enameled	stem	and	leaves	are	accented	with	pavé-set	clear	rhinestones,
adding	extra	sparkle.The	“Crown”	means	that	the	brooch	is	marked	with	the	crown	symbol	above	the	T,	dating	it	to	between	1937	and	1955!Source:	eBay	–	SwapShopGrImagine	paying	$2,000	for	fake	pearls.	Sounds	crazy,	right?	But	when	they’re	Chanel	fake	pearls,	suddenly	it	makes	perfect	sense!	This	gorgeous	necklace	with	its	cross-shaped
pendant	and	colorful	gripoix	stones	is	a	perfect	example.This	necklace	showcases	all	the	hallmarks	of	classic	Chanel.	For	instance,	the	perfect,	lustrous	faux	pearls	that	look	incredibly	real	and	the	striking	contrast	between	the	pearls	and	those	vivid	gripoix	glass	stones	(a	special	French	glass-making	technique).The	religious-inspired	cross	motif
(Chanel	loved	incorporating	symbolic	elements)	and	exquisite	gold-tone	settings	(not	precious	metals)	make	this	necklace	super	luxurious!Back	in	the	1920s,	when	“proper”	ladies	only	wore	real	jewels,	Coco	Chanel	boldly	declared,	“I	only	like	fake	jewelry,	because	it’s	provocative.”	Source:	Etsy	–	FaithsCostumeJewelryNow	here’s	a	piece	that
represents	vintage	costume	jewelry	royalty.	This	Crown	Trifari	penguin	brooch	features	the	famous	“Jelly	Belly”	construction	–	a	clear	Lucite	belly	that	gives	the	piece	its	iconic,	almost	translucent	appearance.The	penguin’s	body	is	outlined	with	pavé-set	rhinestones,	and	you	can	see	the	characteristic	black	enamel	detailing	that	defines	the	penguin’s
formal	“tuxedo”	appearance.	The	Jelly	Belly	collection	was	one	of	Alfred	Philippe’s	most	innovative	and	successful	designs	for	Trifari,	justifying	the	price	tag	of	$1,200!Introduced	in	the	1940s,	these	pieces	also	featured	figural	animals,	birds,	and	insects	with	rounded	middles	made	from	polished	Lucite.Source:	eBay	–	The	PurgeryThis	striking	figural
brooch	is	classic	Hattie	Carnegie	at	her	most	playful	and	bold.	The	piece	depicts	an	Aztec	warrior	or	witch	doctor	figure,	adorned	with	a	dramatic	headdress	of	red	cabochon	stones	and	emerald	green	and	crystal	rhinestone	details!What	makes	this	piece	remarkable	is	its	incredible	detail	–	from	the	figure’s	facial	features	with	rhinestone	eyes	to	the
elaborate	costume	with	dimensional	elements	like	the	staff	he’s	holding.The	use	of	vibrant	colored	stones	against	the	gold-toned	metal	creates	a	theatrical,	almost	costume-like	effect	that	was	Hattie	Carnegie’s	signature	style.Source:	eBay	–	rwtacThis	stunning	emerald-green	rhinestone	brooch	and	earring	combo	is	what	collectors	call	“Juliana”
jewelry.	What	makes	these	pieces	identifiable	as	D&E/Juliana	is	pretty	specific:	the	incredible	“open-back”	unfoiled,	deep	emerald	rhinestones.The	way	the	rhinestones	are	layered	to	create	dimension	and	depth	adds	an	elegant,	feminine	touch	to	the	set.	While	these	pieces	are	often	unsigned,	you	can	try	to	identify	them	by	construction	(puddling	on
back,	figure-eight	links).The	“Juliana”	name	has	a	funny	origin	story.	The	jewelry	was	actually	made	by	DeLizza	&	Elster	(D&E),	but	most	of	their	pieces	were	never	signed!	Jewelry	dealers	noticed	some	vintage	hang	tags	with	“Juliana”	on	them	and	started	using	it	as	a	catch-all	term	for	pieces!When	it	comes	to	spotting	genuine	vintage	costume
jewelry,	a	few	clues	are	clear	indicators.	Here’s	a	breakdown	of	what	to	look	for:Here’s	what	typically	sets	costume	jewelry	apart	from	fine	jewelry:It	uses	brass,	copper,	or	pot	metal	instead	of	gold	or	platinumYou’ll	find	glass	or	acrylic	stones	rather	than	real	gemstonesThe	pearls	are	simulated,	not	natural	or	culturedPoured	glass	(Pâte	de	Verre),
faux	pearls,	semi-precious	stonesMany	pieces	feature	plastics	like	Bakelite,	Celluloid,	or	LuciteHere	are	more	aging	clues	based	on	materials:The	20s	&	30s	Jewelry:	These	pieces	often	feature	white	metals,	glass	stones,	paste	(early	rhinestones),	and	sleek	art	deco	geometric	designs.	Early	plastics	like	Bakelite	were	huge	–	it	came	in	fun	colors	with
quirky	names	like	“butterscotch”	and	“apple	juice.”The	1940s	(WWII	Era):	During	the	war,	metal	restrictions	meant	jewelry	makers	got	creative.	Sterling	silver	became	common	in	costume	jewelry	(check	for	“sterling”	marks),	and	materials	like	wood,	leather,	and	Lucite	filled	in	when	metals	weren’t	available.	Look	for	patriotic	themes	and	big,	bold
brooches	from	this	time.The	Fabulous	50s:	Post-war	prosperity	brought	back	gold	tones	and	glamour!	This	is	when	matching	sets	with	necklace,	bracelet,	and	earrings	became	all	the	rage.	Movies	like	“Breakfast	at	Tiffany’s”	promoted	costume	jewelry	even	more!	The	biggest	innovation?	Swarovski’s	Aurora	Borealis	rhinestones	in	1955.The	Swinging
60s	&	70s:	The	mod	era	brought	plastic,	vinyl,	bright	colors,	and	global	influences.	Pieces	got	bigger	and	bolder	–	think	chunky	chains,	large	pendants,	and	hoop	earrings.	Flower	power	and	bohemian	styles	used	natural	materials	like	wood,	bone,	and	shell.The	quickest	way	to	identify	an	authentic	and	valuable	vintage	costume	piece	is	to	flip	it	over



and	look	for	a	signature	or	mark.	Some	brands	are	worth	WAY	more	than	others,	so	this	step	is	crucial!Signatures:	Most	pieces	just	have	the	company	name	stamped	on	them.	You’ll	spot	marks	like	“TRIFARI,”	“CORO,”	or	“HASKELL”	right	on	the	piece.Initials/Monograms:	Some	designers	kept	it	simple	with	just	their	initials.	If	you	see	“MB,”	that’s
Marcel	Boucher’s	work.	“HC”	means	you’ve	got	a	Hattie	Carnegie	piece	in	your	hands.Pat.	Pending/Patent	Numbers:	Found	“Pat.	Pend.”	on	your	jewelry?	That	means	they	applied	for	a	patent	but	hadn’t	gotten	it	yet.	Actual	patent	numbers	are	even	better	–	you	can	look	them	up	to	nail	down	exactly	when	a	design	was	registered.Copyright	Symbol
(©):	This	little	mark	is	a	dead	giveaway	for	newer	pieces.	They	didn’t	start	using	©	on	jewelry	until	1955,	so	anything	with	this	symbol	was	made	after	that.Design/Inventory	Numbers:	The	fancy	designers	like	Boucher	and	Schreiner	often	added	style	or	inventory	numbers	to	their	pieces.	If	you’re	lucky,	you	can	match	these	numbers	to	old	catalogs
and	figure	out	exactly	what	collection	your	piece	came	from.To	make	identification	easier,	here’s	a	quick	breakdown	of	some	notable	costume	jewelry	brands	and	their	notable	signs,	marks,	and	more!Source:	eBay	–	xyla_vintageMarks:	Early	pieces	show	“KTF”	(1920s-30s).	Then	they	switched	to	“Trifari”	with	a	crown	over	the	“T”	(1930s-50s).	After
1955,	you’ll	see	“Trifari	©”.	Some	have	“Trifari”	in	flowing	script.What	to	look	for:	Their	rhodium	plating	was	top-notch,	and	they	often	used	custom-cut	rhinestones.	The	best	pieces	come	from	the	“Crown	Trifari”	years	when	Alfred	Philippe	(who’d	worked	at	Cartier!)	was	designing.	Hunt	for	pieces	with	“invisible	settings”	–	they’re	worth	more.Marks:
The	earliest	pieces	aren’t	signed	at	all.	Later,	you’ll	find	“MIRIAM	HASKELL”	on	an	oval	plaque,	or	sometimes	block	letters	on	a	cartouche	or	horseshoe	shape.	Some	early	pieces	just	have	an	“H”	on	the	clasp.What	to	look	for:	The	craftsmanship	is	incredible	–	intricate	wiring	(usually	gold-tone),	hand-set	stones,	and	lots	of	baroque	pearls	and	filigree.
Haskell	pieces	feel	substantial	in	your	hand.	Even	the	unsigned	early	pieces	fetch	good	money	if	you	can	spot	her	construction	style.Source:	eBay	–	TIKIAGOGO’S	RETRO	RAG	SHOPMarks:	They	made	tons	of	different	lines.	Look	for	“CORO”	in	various	fonts,	“Coro	Craft”	(their	higher-end	stuff),	“Coro	Duette”	(clever	brooches	that	split	into	dress
clips),	or	“Vendome”	(their	luxury	line	after	the	1940s).What	to	look	for:	They	made	everything	from	cheap	to	high-end.	Their	convertible	pieces	are	clever,	and	they	did	beautiful	work	with	colorful	rhinestones	and	enamel.Marks:	“SCHREINER,”	“SCHREINER	NEW	YORK.”	Weirdly,	many	of	their	best	pieces	aren’t	marked	at	all	or	just	had	a	paper	tag
(now	long	gone).What	to	look	for:	They	did	quirky	things	like	setting	rhinestones	upside-down	so	the	pointy	part	faces	up	(creates	amazing	sparkle),	making	big	domed	designs,	and	using	“dog-tooth”	prongs.	You	often	have	to	identify	them	by	their	construction	rather	than	marks.Marks:	“Eisenberg	Original”	(earliest	and	most	valuable),	“Eisenberg
Ice”	(after	1940s),	“Eisenberg	©.”What	to	look	for:	They	started	as	a	clothing	company	and	made	jewelry	to	dress	up	their	outfits.	Their	rhinestones	are	exceptional	–	often	unfoiled	and	set	in	sterling	silver	or	rhodium-plated	metal.	The	pieces	are	heavy	and	could	pass	for	real	diamond	jewelry.Marks:	“MB”	in	a	cartouche,	“Marboux”	(early	pieces),
“Boucher”	(later	work),	“Boucher	©.”	Often	includes	a	design	number.What	to	look	for:	His	pieces	are	like	sculptures	–	very	three-dimensional	with	incredible	detail.	He	did	amazing	animal	designs	and	used	high-quality	plating.	His	work	feels	like	fine	jewelry.The	way	a	jewelry	piece	was	made	can	tell	you	a	lot	about	its	age	and	value.	Here	are	some
construction	clues	to	look	for:C-Clasps:	Simple	hooks	without	the	safety	catch	on	brooches	–	late	1800s	to	early	1900s.Trombone	Clasps:	Tube	with	sliding	pin,	mostly	European	–	1920s-40s.Roll-Over	Safety	Clasps:	Pin	tucks	under	rotating	hood	–	standard	for	brooches	from	the	1930s	on.Barrel	Clasps:	Screw-together	halves	on	beaded	pieces	–	pre-
1970s.Fishhook	Clasps:	Basic	hook-and-eye	mechanism	–	older	necklaces.Fold-Over	Clasps:	Hinged	flap	that	snaps	shut	–	vintage	link	bracelets.Spring	Ring	Clasps:	Small	circle	with	spring-loaded	opening	–	mid-century	onwards.Lobster	Claw	Clasps:	Secure	pinchy	clasp	–	1970s	to	present	(not	truly	antique).Screw-backs	were	common	from	the	1920s
to	50sClip-backs	became	popular	in	the	1930sClip-backs	with	comfort	pads	showed	up	in	the	1940sPost	earrings	for	pierced	ears	gained	popularity	from	the	1960s	onwardProng	Settings:	Little	metal	“claws”	grip	the	stones.	Look	for	chunkier,	heavier	prongs	on	the	older	stuff.Pave	Settings:	Tiny	stones	set	right	next	to	each	other	to	create	a	solid
surface	of	sparkle.Bezel	Settings:	A	metal	rim	wraps	around	the	stone	to	hold	it	in	place.Channel	Settings:	Stones	sit	snugly	in	a	metal	channel	without	any	prongs	showing.Gluing	vs.	Setting:	Good	vintage	costume	jewelry	rarely	has	glued-in	stones.	If	you	spot	glue	(especially	in	older	pieces),	you’re	probably	looking	at	the	cheaper	stuff.	Quality	pieces
have	stones	mechanically	secured	with	prongs,	bezels,	or	metal	work.	Now	for	the	fun	part	–	figuring	out	if	that	flea	market	find	is	worth	$5	or	$500!	Here’s	what	drives	value	in	vintage	costume	jewelry:Condition:	condition	makes	or	breaks	value.	A	mint	condition	piece	can	be	worth	ten	times	more	than	the	same	piece	with	damage.	Things	you	must
always	check:	Are	all	stones	present	and	secure?	Is	the	finish	intact	(no	worn	plating)?	Do	clasps	and	mechanisms	work	properly?	Is	there	any	verdigris?	Any	chips,	cracks,	or	repairs?Completeness:	Complete	sets	are	worth	more,	too	–	finding	a	matching	necklace,	bracelet,	and	earrings	together	(called	a	“parure”)	is	always	more	valuable	than	single
pieces.Rarity	and	History:	Just	like	any	collectible,	rarity	drives	the	value	of	vintage	costume	jewelry,	too.	Limited	production	runs,	experimental	pieces,	a	designer’s	prototype	or	sample,	worn	by	a	celebrity	or	featured	in	a	film,	and	discontinued	lines	typically	command	higher	prices.Brand	Power:	Let’s	be	real	–	brand	names	matter	a	ton	in	costume
jewelry.	The	most	valuable	pieces	come	from	renowned	designers	and	quality	manufacturers,	such	as	Chanel,	Schiaparelli,	Miriam	Haskell,	Eisenberg,	Trifari	(especially	Alfred	Philippe	designs),	Marcel	Boucher,	and	Joseff	of	Hollywood.Special	Features:	Certain	decorative	elements	can	make	a	piece	extra	desirable.	Look	for:	Jelly	Belly	designs,
Aurora	Borealis	finishes	(rainbow	iridescent	coating),	Art	glass	elements,	three-dimensional	designs,	figurals	(animals,	people,	or	objects),	and	hand-painted	enamel.


