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Saying I eat fish isnt the same as saying I am eating fish.But whats the difference?To understand why the two statements are different, you need to understand English tenses.In this post, Ill cover the main English tenses for beginners and show you how and when to use them.ContentsWhat Are the English Tenses?There are only three basic tenses in
the English language: the past, the present and the future.The past tense is used for anything that happened before this moment in time.The present tense is used for anything that happens right now or for general statements.The future tense is used for anything that will happen at some point later than right now.(There is also a perfect tense, but
this article will stick to the three basic tenses described above.)These tenses have a few variations that make them more specific and talk about the exact time during which actions happen.All three tenses have two main types of variations:simple andcontinuous.The simple tenses are used for everything else!With this easy guide below, youll be able to
identify exactly when to use these tenses in English.The Most Important English Tenses For BeginnersSimple TensesLook back at the very first example used in this blog: I eat fish. This sentence uses the simple present tense.Simple PresentThe simple present tense is mostly used for three things:1. To describe things that are permanent or
unchanging.2. To describe how often something happens.3. To talk about scheduled events.To use the tense, add an -s to the end of the verbwhen he or she is doing the action (he speaks, she eats).Use the unchanged verb when anyone else is doing it (we speak, I eat).You would use this tense if you wanted to tell someone about yourself or your
hobbies, share something you believe to be true, or ask about when you can catch the next bus at the stop.Here are some examples:If your hobby is the violin, you can say I play the violin. Since its just a hobby though, you can add: I am not a professional violinist.You might be worried about your friend if you notice hes biting his nails because he bites
his nails when hes nervous.Youll need to get ready quickly if you want to make it to your friends party, because she just told you that the party starts in an hour.Maybe you should remind your friend to bring a gift since he never remembers birthdays.Simple PastThe simple past is used in a very similar way to the simple present.Simple past regular
verbs use -ed(I walked, he smiled). There are many irregular verbs that dont use the -ed form, which you will need to learn (I spoke, he ate).This tense talks about something that has already happened or is no longer true.Use the simple past if you want to describe an action that already happened.This description of a trip uses the simple past tense:
Last year I visited New York. I lived in a hotel for a month. I rode the train, took many pictures and walked all around Central Park.You can also use this tense for many of the same reasons as the simple present. It can be used to describe a hobby or habit you had in the past, or something you used to believe was true.In fact, the words used to are
often used for this tense. You can say it either way: I used to play the violin when I was young has the same meaning as I played the violin when I was young.Continuous TensesThe word continuousmeans something thats ongoing, happening right now.The continuous tense uses the -ing ending of a verb (eating, speaking) in both the present and the
past.But wait, if the continuous tense is happening right now, how can you have a past continuous tense? Read on to find out!Present ContinuousYou can use the present continuous to talk about something ongoing thats happening now or soon.Right now, you are reading this article. Maybe youre drinking some coffee or taking a break from work.
Later today you might be meeting some friends for dinner.By adding the words always or constantly you can expressthe frequency ofthe action. For example: My mother-in-law is always complaining, or that child is constantly crying. These are not good things, but they do use the right tense!Past ContinuousThe past continuous tense is used to
describe a continuous action that got interrupted. If you got a phone call late at night, you could say I was sleeping last night when I got the call.You can also use this tense to say what you were doing at a specific time in the past. For example: I was already writing at 6 in the morning, or yesterday in the evening I was eating dinner.Looking to the
FutureThe future is anything that hasnt happened yet. It can be a few seconds from now or a few years from now.Simple FutureSpeaking about the future is pretty simple: just add the words will or is going to before an unchanged verb.How do you know when to use will and when to use is going to?Dont worry about it too muchyou can usually use
either one! You can say I will call you later, or I am going to call you later. They are both correct.The slight difference is in the meaning: going to is used more often for things that are planned. So in the above example, the first sentence is more offhand (without giving it too much thought), but the second sentence sounds like you will make sure to call
later.The difference is subtle (not too big) and you can get away with using either one. Just remember that will is used more often for promises and things you do by choice, and going to is used for making plans.Both can be used for predictions too, or things you think will happen. You can say the world will end in ten years, and you can also say the
world is going to end in ten years. Either way is correctbut hopefully the prediction is wrong!Future ContinuousThis last way to talk about the future has the same uses as the past continuous.You use the future continuous to talk about things that might be interrupted in the future, or to say what will be happening at a specific time in the future.Just
add the -ing form of a verb after the words will be or am going to be.If you know your friend is coming to visit you tomorrow, for example, you could tell her to come before 7 because we will be eating dinner at 7. You can also tell her: Iwill be waiting for you at the train station.A Quick Summary of English TensesHere is everything this post has
covered, summarized in a quick list:Simple presentSomething that is unchanging, general, scheduled or happening at certain intervals.Uses: verb / verb-s.Present continuousSomething that is happening now or in the near future.Uses: Is + verb-ing.Simple pastSomething that happened before now.Uses: Verb-ed.Past continuousSomething that got
interrupted by an event or a time.Uses: Was + verb-ing.Simple futureSomething that will happen later than now.Uses: Will + verb, Is going to + verb.Future continuousSomething that will be interrupted by an event or a time.Uses: Will be + verb-ing , Is going to be + verb-ing.Resources to Review English TensesNow that you know the different
tenses in the English language, its time to practice them so you can start using them in your conversations!The resources below are great options. No matter your level of English or preferred style of learning, theres a tool for you.British CouncilThe British Council English learning website is full of free resources to help you refresh your
understanding of grammar and English tenses, along with short exercises for each section.Most of us have that one particular English tense that we find a bit difficult. In the Grammar section, you can find easy-to-understand explanations of grammar rules according to your English level.To feel more comfortable using them in your own conversations,
take some time to listen to how these tenses are used by native English speakers.FluentUFluentU lets you turn authentic media into personalized language lessons, so you can learn English exactly the way native speakers use it.With FluentUs Chrome extension, you can use our interactive learning tools with any subtitled content on YouTube or
Netflix. You can even import your favorite YouTube videos directly into your FluentU account for customized learning!FluentU also gives you access to a huge library of real-world English videosmovie trailers, news clips, music videos, and moreall organized by topic and level.No more stopping to look up words or struggling to keep up with fast
speech. While you watch, FluentUs interactive captions let you tap on any word for an instant definition, audio, image, and example sentences.Worried youll forget all those new words from the videos? Weve got you! Our fun, adaptive quizzes reinforce what youve learned and even give you extra practice with words you find difficult, making sure they
stick for the long run.Ready to make every video a language lesson? Start using FluentU on your computer or tablet, or download the FluentU app from the App Store or Google Play. Click here to take advantage of our current sale!Verb Tenses and Passives course from UC IrvineThis course from the well-known University of California, Irvine will give
you a structured learning experience and the opportunity to interact and discuss with people from other parts of the world.It covers 12 English verb tenses and how to mix them together the way native speakers often do.Ifyou feel that a routine or schedule helps you to focus, online Coursera classes like this one are a great option. They push you to
follow through and do a bit of homework, all from the comfort of your sofa!EnglishForEveryoneEveryone learns in a slightly different way. I find doodling and writing things down help me remember better. If youre like me, EnglishForEveryone is just the thing.On this website, youll find a variety of downloadable verb worksheets available in PDF form,
organized according to tense type.Theyre one-page exercises, which means you can do them quickly whenever you get a spare moment. Its handy to have them saved on the computer or phone or print them out. That way, you have them on hand when youre waiting for the doctor or that colleague of yours thats always late to
meetings!GrammarBankAs the name indicates, this is where you can go for all things grammar. Some of their exercisesare a real workout. For example, there are several where you have to compare English tenses and structures that are often confused, likePresent Perfect vs. Past Perfect orWill vs. Going To.GrammarBank also has some great mixed
verb tense exercises, so you can practice the different tenses.Theyre online exercises, but you could easily print them out as well. Now you know the tenses in English, youre ready to start using them.Practice them and youll soon start incorporating them naturally into your own English conversations and writing!Ive asked many English learners over
the years what the most challenging part of learning English for them is. Over 90% of people have told me the tenses.Its not a surprising answer. Especially given the fact that Ive started almost every one of my English courses Ive ever taught with teaching the English tenses.But its also not surprising because learning the tenses can be quite difficult.
Dont believe any of the YouTube videos or blog posts promising you can learn English tenses in 10 minutes, or even 30.These people need to look up the definition of learn before they start trying to teach other people.Learning something doesnt just mean hearing or seeing an explanation or new information. Its an actual process in your brain that
takes time for your brain to complete.Those YouTube videos should change their titles to Listen to me tell you what the tenses are for 30 minutes, but I imagine that wouldnt get them as many clicks for their channels.What I mean by learn the tenses quickly and easilyLearning English tenses can certainly be a challenging task for many English
learners. But it doesnt have to be difficult. My English teaching history is 100% with adult professionals.Adult language learners learn languages differently than children, and it requires more effort when youre past the age of 26 to learn new languages or improve your language skills in a language you already know.The challenge all of my students
have had in the past is that despite this need for more time and effort, they all had the same thing in common: they were all busy.When youre busy, you cant afford to do things that dont work or take more time than they should.You need someone to tell you what works and how to do it so that you can do it as quickly as possible.Heres my definition of
quick: spend the appropriate amount of time you need to actually learn the tenses and have the ability to use them without thinking.Heres my definition of easy: follow a step-by-step outline for learning the information and practicing it without having to do any extra effort or thinking. Just follow the plan and everything will fall in place.So how can we
put these two things together to make the process of learning the tenses quick and easy? Well, Im so happy you asked An all-in-one solution to master English tenseslI created two courses called Master the English Tenses and Master the English Tenses (Business English).Each of these courses has 4 video lessons from 20-30 minutes explaining each
tense fully, in a simple and easy-to-understand way.I provide numerous real-world examples of the use of each tense and also explain the difference between each use.Each lesson also has two online exercises and a quiz. It may sound like extra work, but I designed these exercises specifically for each tense to help you learn the material in a long-term
way, so you can use the tenses correctly when you need them without thinking about them.By the time you finish the quiz in each lesson, you will have a firm grasp of that tense before you move on to learning the next one.I promise that if you take this course you will feel comfortable and confident using the English tenses when you finish.And on top
of that, I promise that you wont spend any more time than you need learning them.If youre interested in learning more about the tenses in general and want an overview of what well cover in the course, continue reading the rest of this post for a high-level overview of what each of the English tenses are and how theyre used.Why do we have tenses?
One of the fundamental aspects of English grammar is understanding and using different tenses correctly. Tenses help us express actions in different time frames, allowing effective communication with others.Understanding the Importance of English verb TensesEnglish verb tenses not only convey the timing of an action but also influence the overall
meaning of a sentence. For instance, using the present tense implies current actions, while the past tense refers to actions that have already occurred.The Present TensesSimple Present TenseThe simple present tense is used to describe routine activities, general truths, and permanent situations. It is formed by using the base form of the verb and
adding 's' or 'es' for third-person singular subjects.Present Continuous TenseThe present continuous tense is used to describe actions that are happening at the moment of speaking. It is formed with the present tense of the verb 'to be' (am, is, are) and the present participle of the main verb.Present Perfect TenseThe present perfect tense is used to
talk about past actions with a connection to the present. It is formed using the present tense of the verb 'to have' and the past participle of the main verb.Present Perfect Continuous TenseThe present perfect continuous tense is used to describe actions that started in the past and are still continuing. It is formed using the present perfect tense of the
verb 'to have' and the present participle of the main verb.The Past TensesSimple Past TenseThe simple past tense is used in the English language to describe completed actions in the past. It is formed by using the past form of the verb.Past Continuous TenseThe past continuous tense is used to describe actions that were ongoing in the past at a
specific moment. It is formed with the past tense of the verb 'to be' (was, were) and the present participle of the main verb.Past Perfect TenseThe past perfect tense is used to talk about an action that happened before another action in the past. It is formed using the past tense of the verb 'to have' and the past participle of the main verb.Past Perfect
Continuous TenseThe past perfect continuous tense is used to describe ongoing actions that were completed before a certain point in the past. It is formed using the past perfect tense of the verb 'to have' and the present participle of the main verb.The Future TensesSimple Future TenseThe simple future tense is used to describe actions that will
happen in the future. It is formed by using 'will' or 'shall' before the base form of the verb.Future Continuous TenseThe future continuous tense is used to describe actions that will be happening at a specific time in the future. It is formed with 'will be' and the present participle of the main verb.Future Perfect TenseThe future perfect tense is used to
talk about actions that will be completed before a specific point in the future. It is formed using 'will have' and the past participle of the main verb.Future Perfect Continuous TenseThe future perfect continuous tense is used to describe ongoing actions that will be completed before a certain time in the future. It is formed using 'will have been' and the
present participle of the main verb.Tips for Learning English Tenses EffectivelyPractice regularly and consistentlyLearning the tenses requires practice, and the key is to make it a regular part of your routine. Dedicate a few minutes each day to review and practice different tenses. You can start with simple exercises and gradually progress to more
complex ones.Consistency is crucial, as it helps reinforce your understanding and familiarity with the tenses over time.Create flashcards to memorize verb formsFlashcards are a handy tool to help you memorize verb forms for each tense. On one side, write the tense or the sentence context, and on the other side, the correct verb form. Quiz yourself
regularly using the flashcards to reinforce your memory and grasp the appropriate verb usage for each tense.Use online resources and mobile apps for interactive learningTake advantage of the many online resources and mobile apps available for learning the tenses in English interactively. These resources often offer quizzes, exercises, and games to
engage you actively in practicing the tenses. They can make the learning process more enjoyable and effective while catering to various learning styles. Applying what you learn in real-life situations is essential for mastering English tenses. Engage in conversations with native speakers or language exchange partners to put the tenses into
practice.The more you use them in real-life scenarios, the more natural they'll become in your speech and writing. Don't be afraid to make mistakes; learning from them will only enhance your understanding of the tenses.Common Mistakes to AvoidConfusing present and past tensesConfusing present and past tenses: One common mistake to avoid is
mixing up present and past tenses. Pay close attention to the time frame of your sentence. Use the present tense for actions happening now or regularly, and the past tense for actions that occurred in the past. Keep in mind that clear communication relies on using the appropriate tense to convey the correct timeframe of events.Misusing irregular
verbs in different tenseslrregular verbs can be tricky, but it's essential to learn their various forms in different tenses. Unlike regular verbs, irregular ones don't follow the standard pattern, so memorization is key. Regular practice with irregular verbs in different tenses will help you use them accurately and confidently in your writing and
conversations.Neglecting the importance of context in using tensesContext is vital in choosing the right tense. Consider the situation, time, and sequence of events before selecting a tense. Different tenses convey different meanings, so being mindful of the context will prevent misunderstandings. Be clear about whether you're discussing past,
present, or future events to ensure your tenses align with the intended message.Practice Makes Perfect: Exercises for English TensesTo reinforce your understanding of tenses in English, here are some valuable exercises to try. Write short paragraphs about your daily routine, using various tenses to describe different activities.Create a dialogue
between two people discussing past experiences, present situations, and future plans. Additionally, take existing texts and rewrite them in different tenses to practice transforming sentences effectively. Regularly practicing these exercises will improve your command of English tenses and boost your overall language proficiency.To reinforce your
understanding of English tenses, here are a few exercises to try:Fill in the Blank: Complete sentences with the correct tense. For example, you can have a worksheet testing your knowledge of the past simple vs the past continuous, or one testing continuous tenses vs perfect tenses.Conversational Practice: Engage in role-play using various
tenses.Narrative Writing: Create a short story using different tenses.Immersive Learning with English Media: Immerse yourself in English media like movies, TV shows, and podcasts. This exposure will familiarize you with natural language usage.Seeking Support from Language Partners: Finding language partners or joining language exchange
programs can provide valuable opportunities to practice English tenses with native speakers.What are your next steps?Learning the tenses is vital for effective communication and fluency in English. By understanding the nuances of each tense and practicing regularly, you can confidently express yourself in various situations.It shouldnt surprise you
that Im going to mention my online English course for Mastering the Tenses once again. Why wouldnt I? I created it myself to make sure that the students I teach can learn the tenses as quickly and easily as possible.Do yourself a favor and make sure to check it out.FAQsIs it essential to learn all English tenses?Yes, understanding all English tenses is
crucial for expressing yourself accurately and comprehending others in different contexts.How can I remember irregular verbs in past tenses?Create a list of irregular verbs and practice their past forms regularly. Use them in sentences to reinforce your memory.Can I use English tenses interchangeably?Using tenses interchangeably can lead to
confusion or miscommunication. It's essential to use the appropriate tense based on the context.Are there any shortcuts to learning tenses quickly?While there are no magic shortcuts, consistent practice, and immersive learning can expedite the learning process. Engage in regular conversations with native speakers or language partners. Practice
using different tenses in real-life situations.Have you ever felt unsure about which tense to use when speaking or writing in English? You're not alone! Tenses in English can be tricky, but once you get the hang of them, theyll make your sentences clear and easy to understand. In this guide, well walk you through the basics of English grammar tenses,
showing you how to use them correctly in a way that's simple and easy to follow. Lets make learning tenses easy and fun!What are Tenses?In simple terms, tenses refer to the way we use verbs to show when an action happens. Are you talking about something thats happening right now? Something that happened before? Or is it something that will
happen in the future? The structure of tenses helps us express this clearly. Why are Tenses Important?Tenses are essential for clear communication. Without them, sentences can get confusing. Understanding tenses in English allows you to express actions at different timespast, present, and future. Knowing the 12 types of tenses with examples and
formula will give you the tools to build more accurate and complex sentences.The 12 Types of Tenses in EnglishEnglish has three main time frames: Present, Past, and Future. Each has four different forms, making up the 12 types of tenses in total. Lets look at each one:Present Simple: Describes actions or facts that happen regularly.Example: "I read
books."Past Simple: Describes actions that happened in the past.Example: "I read the book yesterday."Future Simple: Describes actions that will happen in the future.Example: "I will read a book tomorrow."Present Continuous: Describes actions that are happening right now.Example: "I am reading."Past Continuous: Describes actions that were
happening in the past.Example: "I was reading when you called."Future Continuous: Describes actions that will be happening in the future.Example: "I will be reading at 8 PM."Present Perfect: Describes actions that happened at an unspecified time in the past.Example: "I have read the book."Past Perfect: Describes actions completed before another
action in the past.Example: "I had read the book before I saw the movie."Future Perfect: Describes actions that will be completed by a certain time in the future.Example: "I will have read the book by tomorrow."Present Perfect Continuous: Describes actions that started in the past and are still happening.Example: "I have been reading for an
hour."Past Perfect Continuous: Describes actions that were happening before another action in the past.Example: "I had been reading when you called."Future Perfect Continuous: Describes actions that will continue up to a specific point in the future.Example: "I will have been reading for two hours by the time you arrive."Tenses Chart: Quick LookTo
make things easier, you can use a tenses chart or beginner tenses chart to visually see the different forms of tenses. This will help you understand their structure and how each tense is used. simple tenses table to get you started:Easy Ways to Learn TensesFew tips to help you master tenses rules and use them confidently:Practice: The more you use
different tenses examples, the easier theyll become.Understand patterns: Each tense follows a specific structure. Recognising these patterns will help you feel more comfortable.Use a tenses exercise: Practising with tenses exercises can help you identify which tense to use in various contexts.Tenses Rules: How to Use Them Correctly?Using tenses
correctly is easy if you follow these simple rules:Think about when the action happens.Example:"I eat an apple." (Present)"I ate an apple." (Past)"I will eat an apple." (Future)Present Continuous Use am/is/are + verb-ing "I am eating."Past Continuous Use was/were + verb-ing "I was eating."Future Continuous Use will be + verb-ing "I will be
eating."Present Perfect have/has + past participle "I have eaten."Past Perfect had + past participle "I had eaten."Future Perfect will have + past participle "I will have eaten."Start with small, everyday sentences.Example: "She writes a letter." Change to different tenses:"She wrote a letter." (Past)"She is writing a letter." (Present Continuous)"She will
write a letter." (Future)The more you practise, the easier it gets! Try using tenses while speaking and writing every day.Tenses Exercises for PracticeTest your understanding of tenses with these simple exercises:Fill in the blanks with the correct tense:She  (read) a book every evening. (Present Simple)They  (play) football when it started
raining. (Past Continuous)By tomorrow, I _ (finish) my homework. (Future Perfect)2. Identify the tense used in each sentence:"He has been working all day.""We will visit Paris next year.""I had already eaten before you called."3. Rewrite the sentences in a different tense:"I am studying English." (Change to Past Continuous)"They played cricket."
(Change to Present Perfect)ConclusionBy understanding what are tenses and learning how to use them, youll be able to communicate more clearly and confidently in English. The more you practise the structure of tenses and use them in daily conversation, the easier theyll become. So, get started with these tenses examples and check out the tenses
chart to keep track of what youve learned!Saying I eat fish isnt the same as saying I am eating fish.But whats the difference?To understand why the two statements are different, you need to understand English tenses.In this post, Ill cover the main English tenses for beginners and show you how and when to use them.ContentsWhat Are the English
Tenses?There are only three basic tenses in the English language: the past, the present and the future.The past tense is used for anything that happened before this moment in time.The present tense is used for anything that happens right now or for general statements.The future tense is used for anything that will happen at some point later than
right now.(There is also a perfect tense, but this article will stick to the three basic tenses described above.)These tenses have a few variations that make them more specific and talk about the exact time during which actions happen.All three tenses have two main types of variations:simple andcontinuous.The simple tenses are used for everything
else!With this easy guide below, youll be able to identify exactly when to use these tenses in English.The Most Important English Tenses For BeginnersSimple TensesLook back at the very first example used in this blog: I eat fish. This sentence uses the simple present tense.Simple PresentThe simple present tense is mostly used for three things:1. To
describe things that are permanent or unchanging.2. To describe how often something happens.3. To talk about scheduled events.To use the tense, add an -s to the end of the verbwhen he or she is doing the action (he speaks, she eats).Use the unchanged verb when anyone else is doing it (we speak, I eat).You would use this tense if you wanted to tell
someone about yourself or your hobbies, share something you believe to be true, or ask about when you can catch the next bus at the stop.Here are some examples:If your hobby is the violin, you can say I play the violin. Since its just a hobby though, you can add: I am not a professional violinist.You might be worried about your friend if you notice hes
biting his nails because he bites his nails when hes nervous.Youll need to get ready quickly if you want to make it to your friends party, because she just told you that the party starts in an hour.Maybe you should remind your friend to bring a gift since he never remembers birthdays.Simple PastThe simple past is used in a very similar way to the
simple present.Simple past regular verbs use -ed(I walked, he smiled). There are many irregular verbs that dont use the -ed form, which you will need to learn (I spoke, he ate).This tense talks about something that has already happened or is no longer true.Use the simple past if you want to describe an action that already happened.This description of
a trip uses the simple past tense: Last year I visited New York. I lived in a hotel for a month. I rode the train, took many pictures and walked all around Central Park.You can also use this tense for many of the same reasons as the simple present. It can be used to describe a hobby or habit you had in the past, or something you used to believe was
true.In fact, the words used to are often used for this tense. You can say it either way: I used to play the violin when I was young has the same meaning as I played the violin when I was young.Continuous TensesThe word continuousmeans something thats ongoing, happening right now.The continuous tense uses the -ing ending of a verb (eating,
speaking) in both the present and the past.But wait, if the continuous tense is happening right now, how can you have a past continuous tense? Read on to find out!Present ContinuousYou can use the present continuous to talk about something ongoing thats happening now or soon.Right now, you are reading this article. Maybe youre drinking some
coffee or taking a break from work. Later today you might be meeting some friends for dinner.By adding the words always or constantly you can expressthe frequency ofthe action. For example: My mother-in-law is always complaining, or that child is constantly crying. These are not good things, but they do use the right tense!Past ContinuousThe
past continuous tense is used to describe a continuous action that got interrupted. If you got a phone call late at night, you could say I was sleeping last night when I got the call.You can also use this tense to say what you were doing at a specific time in the past. For example: I was already writing at 6 in the morning, or yesterday in the evening I was
eating dinner.Looking to the FutureThe future is anything that hasnt happened yet. It can be a few seconds from now or a few years from now.Simple FutureSpeaking about the future is pretty simple: just add the words will or is going to before an unchanged verb.How do you know when to use will and when to use is going to?Dont worry about it too
muchyou can usually use either one! You can say I will call you later, or I am going to call you later. They are both correct.The slight difference is in the meaning: going to is used more often for things that are planned. So in the above example, the first sentence is more offhand (without giving it too much thought), but the second sentence sounds like
you will make sure to call later.The difference is subtle (not too big) and you can get away with using either one. Just remember that will is used more often for promises and things you do by choice, and going to is used for making plans.Both can be used for predictions too, or things you think will happen. You can say the world will end in ten years,
and you can also say the world is going to end in ten years. Either way is correctbut hopefully the prediction is wrong!Future ContinuousThis last way to talk about the future has the same uses as the past continuous.You use the future continuous to talk about things that might be interrupted in the future, or to say what will be happening at a specific
time in the future.Just add the -ing form of a verb after the words will be or am going to be.If you know your friend is coming to visit you tomorrow, for example, you could tell her to come before 7 because we will be eating dinner at 7. You can also tell her: Iwill be waiting for you at the train station.A Quick Summary of English TensesHere is
everything this post has covered, summarized in a quick list:Simple presentSomething that is unchanging, general, scheduled or happening at certain intervals.Uses: verb / verb-s.Present continuousSomething that is happening now or in the near future.Uses: Is + verb-ing.Simple pastSomething that happened before now.Uses: Verb-ed.Past
continuousSomething that got interrupted by an event or a time.Uses: Was + verb-ing.Simple futureSomething that will happen later than now.Uses: Will + verb, Is going to + verb.Future continuousSomething that will be interrupted by an event or a time.Uses: Will be + verb-ing , Is going to be + verb-ing.Resources to Review English TensesNow
that you know the different tenses in the English language, its time to practice them so you can start using them in your conversations!The resources below are great options. No matter your level of English or preferred style of learning, theres a tool for you.British CouncilThe British Council English learning website is full of free resources to help
you refresh your understanding of grammar and English tenses, along with short exercises for each section.Most of us have that one particular English tense that we find a bit difficult. In the Grammar section, you can find easy-to-understand explanations of grammar rules according to your English level.To feel more comfortable using them in your
own conversations, take some time to listen to how these tenses are used by native English speakers.FluentUFluentU lets you turn authentic media into personalized language lessons, so you can learn English exactly the way native speakers use it. With FluentUs Chrome extension, you can use our interactive learning tools with any subtitled content
on YouTube or Netflix. You can even import your favorite YouTube videos directly into your FluentU account for customized learning!FluentU also gives you access to a huge library of real-world English videosmovie trailers, news clips, music videos, and moreall organized by topic and level.No more stopping to look up words or struggling to keep up
with fast speech. While you watch, FluentUs interactive captions let you tap on any word for an instant definition, audio, image, and example sentences.Worried youll forget all those new words from the videos? Weve got you! Our fun, adaptive quizzes reinforce what youve learned and even give you extra practice with words you find difficult, making
sure they stick for the long run.Ready to make every video a language lesson? Start using FluentU on your computer or tablet, or download the FluentU app from the App Store or Google Play. Click here to take advantage of our current sale!Verb Tenses and Passives course from UC IrvineThis course from the well-known University of California,
Irvine will give you a structured learning experience and the opportunity to interact and discuss with people from other parts of the world.It covers 12 English verb tenses and how to mix them together the way native speakers often do.Ifyou feel that a routine or schedule helps you to focus, online Coursera classes like this one are a great option. They
push you to follow through and do a bit of homework, all from the comfort of your sofa!EnglishForEveryoneEveryone learns in a slightly different way. I find doodling and writing things down help me remember better. If youre like me, EnglishForEveryone is just the thing.On this website, youll find a variety of downloadable verb worksheets available
in PDF form, organized according to tense type.Theyre one-page exercises, which means you can do them quickly whenever you get a spare moment. Its handy to have them saved on the computer or phone or print them out. That way, you have them on hand when youre waiting for the doctor or that colleague of yours thats always late to
meetings!GrammarBankAs the name indicates, this is where you can go for all things grammar. Some of their exercisesare a real workout. For example, there are several where you have to compare English tenses and structures that are often confused, likePresent Perfect vs. Past Perfect orWill vs. Going To.GrammarBank also has some great mixed
verb tense exercises, so you can practice the different tenses.Theyre online exercises, but you could easily print them out as well.Now you know the tenses in English, youre ready to start using them.Practice them and youll soon start incorporating them naturally into your own English conversations and writing! 3.6K When you look up a verb in the
dictionary, you might only see the base form of the verb. This means theres a good chance youll have to conjugate the verb yourself! The verb conjugation English uses is simpler than some other languages, but there are also some things to watch out for. Use this guide as a reference for basic verb conjugation charts, examples, and rules. If you still
have questions, dig deeper with our other English grammar guides and stay curious. A verb conjugation is when you change a base verb form depending on how its being used in a sentence. In English, several things require verbs to be conjugated, such as: Point of view (1st person, 2nd person, 3rd person) pronouns tense (such as present, past, and
future) The good news is that verbs are the only English part of speech that require conjugation. Whats more, English verb conjugations do not change based on gender. This means you have fewer conjugations to memorize when learning how to speak English! To talk about when something happens, you use one of the English verb tenses. This allows
the speaker to say whether an event happened in the past, the present, or the future. The three simple tenses are: Each simple tense above also has three more complex tenses (sometimes called aspects): continuous: describes an action that is ongoing (verb ends in -ing) perfect: describes an action that is completed (looks like past tense) perfect
continuous: describes an action that was ongoing but is now completed (verb ends in -ing) This makes a total of 12 tenses. That can seem like a lot, but the verb conjugations are very similar. The main difference is the addition of other words before the primary verb. This chart of verb tenses can help you see how verb conjugation in English works.
cook PresentPastFuturecookcookedwill cookPresent ContinuousPast ContinuousFuture Continuousam cookingwas cookingwill be cookingPresent PerfectPast PerfectFuture Perfecthave cookedhad cookedwill have cookedPresent Perfect ContinuousPast Perfect ContinuousFuture Perfect Continuoushave been cookinghad been cookingwill have been
cooking I cook often. I cooked last night. I will cook tonight. I am cooking now. I was cooking an hour ago. I will be cooking in a few minutes. I have cooked before. If I had cooked earlier, I would not be hungry now. I will have cooked the pasta by 7:00. I have been cooking for you. I had been cooking all night. I will have been cooking for three hours.
When you first start learning English, youll probably use the simple tenses most often. The exact spelling of the conjugation changes slightly between verbs. However, there are some general rules you can remember for regular verbs. You may notice how similar the conjugations are between English pronouns. Verb conjugations can change based on
the point of view or pronoun in the present, but simple tenses in English are consistent. In present tense, there are two main conjugations. For pronouns I, you, we, and they, you dont need to change the base verb. For pronouns he, she, and it, you will need to add -s or -es to the end of the base verb to correctly conjugate it. Most verbs will only need
an -s. like PronounPresentPastFuturellikelikedwill likeYou/We/Theylikelikedwill likeHe/She/Itlikeslikedwill like I like spaghetti. He likes spaghetti. However, depending on the final letters of a word, you may need to add -es instead. This applies to words that end in -ch, -ss, -sh, -x, or -zz. pass PronounPresentPastFuturelpasspassedwill
passYou/We/Theypasspassedwill passHe/She/Itpassespassedwill pass You pass the inspection. It passes the inspection. Regular verbs that end in -y after a consonant are a little special. The -y changes to -i, and then you add -es. study PronounPresentPastFuturelstudystudiedwill studyYou/We/Theystudystudiedwill studyHe/She/Itstudiesstudiedwill
study We study at the library. She studies at the library. Unlike present tense, all pronouns use the same past tense verb conjugation. In general, when you have a regular verb that ends in -e, you will add an -d on the end of the word for past tense. shove PronounPresentPastFutureluseusedwill useYou/We/Theyuseusedwill useHe/She/Itusesusedwill
use Regular verbs that do not end in -e usually need an -ed on the end to make a past tense conjugation. landed PronounPresentPastFuturelwalkwalkedwill walkYou/We/Theywalkwalkedwill walkHe/She/Itwalkswalkedwill walk Conjugating future tense is very simple. All you need to do is add the word will before the base verb form. play
PronounPresentPastFuturelplayplayedwill playYou/We/Theyplayplayedwill playHe/She/Itplaysplayedwill play work PronounPresentPastFutureIlworkworkedwill workYou/We/Theyworkworkedwill workHe/She/Itworksworkedwill work By definition, irregular verbs do not follow a standard set of rules. English has several irregular verbs with unique
conjugations where nearly the entire word will change. This primarily affects the past tense, which you can see in these two chart examples. see PronounPresentPastFuturelseesawwill seeYou/We/Theyseesawwill seeHe/She/Itseessawwill see think PronounPresentPastFuturelthinkthoughtwill thinkYou/We/Theythinkthoughtwill
thinkHe/She/Itthinksthoughtwill think Irregular verbs take many forms. While some only change a letter or two, others look completely different from the base verb. I see the movie now. I saw a movie yesterday. We think it will rain. We thought it was going to rain. They go to high school now. They went to high school last year. She will bring dinner
tonight. She brought dinner last night. Look at these verbs carefully when they appear in a sentence, but try not to worry about memorizing them too much. Many irregular verbs are common enough that youll pick them up naturally through immersion learning. English verb conjugations ending in -ing have multiple purposes. This conjugation is used
for: Continuous aspect: describes ongoing actions (e.g., I am reading) Gerund: using a verb like a noun (e.g., I like reading). Adjective: using a verb to describe nouns (e.g., This book is exciting). The rules surrounding the conjugation are fairly straightforward. For most verbs, you can add an -ing to the end of the base verb. For verbs that end in an e,
you usually remove the e before adding -ing. Some verbs also require you to double the consonant at the endkeep an eye out for them! Base VerbExamplebeginbeginningdrinkdrinkingeateatinglikelikingmakemakingswimswimming Auxiliary verbs in English support the main verb of a sentence. You can also call them helping verbs. They appear in the
more complex conjugations to describe when something is happening. English has three main auxiliary verbs: be, do, and have. The verb be is probably one of the first verbs you learned in English. You can use it as a state-of-being verb like I am British. However, be also plays a supporting role as an auxiliary verb when you combine it with a main
verb. PronounPresentPastFuturelamwaswill beYou/We/Theyarewerewill beHe/She/Itiswaswill be Continuous conjugations (which end in -ing) always use a conjugation of the auxiliary verb be in addition to the conjugated main verb. I walk to school. I am walking to school. She walks to school. She is walking to school. Sometimes, a person or object is
affected by an action instead of doing the action themselves. This is called passive form. When using it, a conjugation of be is also used. In this example, the past tense conjugation was is combined with sent. I sent a package. The package was sent. When used as an auxiliary verb, have is used in both present and past perfect tenses.
PronounPresentPastFuturelhavehadwill haveYou/We/Theyhavehadwill haveHe/She/Ithashadwill have Perfect tenses describe things that have already finished. Joe eats sushi. Joe has eaten sushi. We played in the park. We had played in the park. The auxiliary verb do performs many functions: making sentences negative asking questions showing
emphasis PronounPresentPastFutureldodidwill doYou/We/Theydodidwill doHe/She/Itdoesdidwill do When asking a question, the subject goes between the conjugation of do and the main verb. Youll also use do in response to questions. Did you work at a doctors office? Yes, I did. For negative sentences, you add the word not between the conjugated do
and the main verb. They do not speak Spanish. You can also say something more strongly by adding do before the main verb. A verb can be combined with an adverb or a preposition to create one action, and its known as a phrasal verb. Some may be familiar to you already: calm down: to relax after getting excited or upset cheer up: to become
happier after being sad throw away: to put something in the trash When conjugating phrasal verbs, only the verb portion is conjugated and not the additional adverb or preposition. For example, look at this chart for the phrasal verb look after: PronounPresentPastFuturellook afterlooked afterwill look afterYou/We/Theylook afterlooked afterwill look
afterHe/She/Itlooks afterlooked afterwill look after Do you see how look was conjugated and after stayed the same? Phrasal verbs can be tricky, but theyre very common English words. Youll pick them up over time the more you use them! Look after your sister. You looked after your sister. Phrasal verbs are another place where youll see irregular
verb conjugations. For the verb break up, the past tense doesnt follow the usual -ed or -d rule. PronounPresentPastFuturelbreak upbroke upwill break upYou/We/Theybreak upbroke upwill break upHe/She/Itbreaks upbroke upwill break up Did she break up with her boyfriend? She broke up with her boyfriend. Conjugating verbs is often regarded as a
challenging part of learning a new language. Its natural to have questions about whether or not verbs make English a hard language to learn. Here are a few things that other people wonder about the rules of verb conjugation English uses. First, identify your base verb. Then, determine the tense or aspect you want to conjugate the verb into. If its a
regular verb, follow the standard rules (which you can find in the conjugation charts in this guide). If its an irregular verb, you may need to look up its unique conjugations in a dictionary or English verb conjugation chart on irregular verbs. There isnt a specific verb conjugation English uses that acts directly on the base verb form for simple future
tense in English. Instead, English often uses auxiliary verbs like be, have, will and going to before the base form of the main verb. For example, You will learn English and You are going to succeed. English conjugations can be hard, but they might also be easier than your native language. For example, English conjugations dont change based on
gender (like some Romance languages). The best way to learn them is to use them often. Use programs and apps designed to teach English (like Rosetta Stone) and you can pick up verb conjugations naturally! English tenses can be tricky to understand, especially for non-native speakers. Thats why weve created this guide to help you learn and
master the 12 basic English tenses. Whether youre just starting out or looking to brush up on your grammar skills, this article will provide you with a comprehensive overview of the different tenses and how to use them correctly.In this article, well cover everything you need to know about the main verb tenses in English, including the past, present,
and future tenses. Well also dive into additional aspects that give extra details, such as the length of time an action occurred, which actions happened first, or whether a past action has an impact on the present. By the end of this article, youll have a solid understanding of English tenses and be able to use them confidently in your writing and
speaking. Understanding English TensesIn English, there are three main tenses: past, present, and future. Each tense has its own set of verb forms that indicate the time of an action or event. Understanding how to use these tenses is essential for effective communication in English.The past tense is used to indicate that an action or event occurred in
the past.For example, I walked to the store yesterday. The present tense is used to indicate that an action or event is happening now.For example, I am writing an article about English tenses. The future tense is used to indicate that an action or event will happen in the future.For example, I will finish this article tomorrow.English tenses can be
further divided into simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous forms. The simple form is the most basic and is used to describe a single action or event. The continuous form is used to describe an action or event that is ongoing or in progress. The perfect form is used to describe an action or event that was completed at some point in the past
but has ongoing relevance or impact. The perfect continuous form is used to describe an action or event that started in the past and is still ongoing.Its important to note that English tenses can be used in a variety of ways to convey different meanings. For example, the present tense can be used to describe a future event that is scheduled or planned,
as in My flight leaves tomorrow. It can also be used to describe a past event that has ongoing relevance or impact, as in I have lived in this city for five years.Simple TensesIn English, there are three simple tenses: Simple Present, Simple Past, and Simple Future. These tenses are used to describe actions that happen in the present, past, and future
respectively.Simple PresentThe Simple Present tense is used to describe actions that happen regularly or habits. It is also used to describe general truths or facts. We form the Simple Present tense by adding -s or -es to the base form of the verb for third-person singular subjects (he, she, it). For example:I eat breakfast every morning.She studies hard
for her exams.The sun rises in the east.Simple PastThe Simple Past tense is used to describe actions that happened in the past and are now completed. We form the Simple Past tense by adding -ed to the base form of regular verbs. For irregular verbs, the past form must be memorized. For example:I walked to the store yesterday.She ate sushi for the
first time last week.They saw a movie last night.Simple FutureThe Simple Future tense is used to describe actions that will happen in the future. We form the Simple Future tense by using the auxiliary verb will or shall followed by the base form of the verb. For example:I will call you later.She shall finish her project by tomorrow.They will travel to
Europe next summer.It is important to note that the Simple Tenses can also be used in negative and interrogative sentences. In negative sentences, we use do not or does not before the base form of the verb. In interrogative sentences, we use do or does before the subject and the base form of the verb.Related Common Nouns: A Step-by-Step Guide
to Mastering English GrammarContinuous TensesIn this section, we will discuss the continuous tenses in English. These tenses are used to describe actions that are ongoing or in progress at a specific time. The continuous tenses are formed by using the verb be followed by the present participle (-ing form) of the main verb.Present ContinuousThe
present continuous tense is used to describe actions that are happening right now or at the present moment. It is formed by using the present tense of the verb be (am, is, are) followed by the present participle (-ing form) of the main verb. For example:I am writing an article about English tenses.She is studying for her exams.They are watching a
movie.Past ContinuousThe past continuous tense is used to describe actions that were ongoing or in progress at a specific time in the past. It is formed by using the past tense of the verb be (was, were) followed by the present participle (-ing form) of the main verb. For example:I was studying when my friend called me.She was cooking dinner when
the guests arrived.They were playing football when it started raining.Future ContinuousThe future continuous tense is used to describe actions that will be ongoing or in progress at a specific time in the future. It is formed by using the future tense of the verb be (will be, shall be) followed by the present participle (-ing form) of the main verb. For
example:I will be working on my project at 8 pm tonight.She will be traveling to Paris next week.They will be celebrating their anniversary next month.Perfect TensesPerfect tenses are used to describe actions that have been completed or will be completed at a certain point in time. There are three types of perfect tenses: present perfect, past perfect,
and future perfect.Present PerfectThe present perfect tense is used to describe an action that started in the past and has continued up to the present. It is formed with the auxiliary verb have or has and the past participle of the main verb.For example, I have lived in New York for five years.The present perfect tense can also be used to describe an
action that was completed in the past but has relevance to the present. For example, She has written a book.Related How to Use "So That" in EnglishPast PerfectThe past perfect tense is used to describe an action that was completed before another action in the past. It is formed with the auxiliary verb had and the past participle of the main verb.For
example, I had finished my dinner before he arrived.The past perfect tense is often used in conjunction with the simple past tense to show the sequence of events in the past. For example, She had gone to the store before she realized she had forgotten her wallet.Future PerfectThe future perfect tense is used to describe an action that will be
completed at a specific point in the future. It is formed with the auxiliary verb will have and the past participle of the main verb.For example, By this time next year, I will have graduated from college.The future perfect tense is often used to talk about accomplishments or achievements that will be completed by a certain time in the future. For
example, By the time I turn 30, I will have visited every continent.Perfect Continuous TensesIn English, there are three perfect continuous tenses: present perfect continuous, past perfect continuous, and future perfect continuous. These tenses are used to describe actions that started in the past and are still ongoing, or actions that have been
completed but have a direct connection to the present or future.Present Perfect ContinuousThe present perfect continuous tense is formed using the present tense of have + been + the present participle (-ing) of the verb. It is used to describe an action that started in the past and is still ongoing. For example:We have been studying English for three
years.In this example, the action of studying English started in the past and is still ongoing.Past Perfect ContinuousThe past perfect continuous tense is formed using the past tense of have + been + the present participle (-ing) of the verb. It is used to describe an action that started in the past and continued up until another point in the past. For
example:We had been studying English for three years when we finally became fluent.In this example, the action of studying English started in the past and continued up until the point when the speakers became fluent.Future Perfect ContinuousThe future perfect continuous tense is formed using will have + been + the present participle (-ing) of the
verb. It is used to describe an action that will start in the future and will continue up until a specific point in the future. For example:By next year, we will have been studying English for four years.In this example, the action of studying English will start in the future and will continue up until next year.Tenses in Conditional SentencesIn English,
conditional sentences are used to express a hypothetical situation and its potential outcome. There are four types of conditional sentences, and each type uses different tenses to convey different degrees of probability.Zero ConditionalThe zero conditional is used to express general truths or facts that are always true. In this type of conditional
sentence, both the condition and the result are in the present simple tense. For example:If you heat water to 100 degrees, it boils.This sentence means that whenever you heat water to 100 degrees, it always boils.Related Demonstratives Adjectives & Pronouns - This, That, These, ThoseFirst ConditionalThe first conditional is used to express a real
possibility or a situation that is likely to happen in the future. In this type of conditional sentence, the condition is in the present simple tense, and the result is in the future simple tense. For example:If it rains tomorrow, well go to the cinema.This sentence means that if it rains tomorrow, it is likely that we will go to the cinema.Second ConditionalThe
second conditional is used to express an unlikely or hypothetical situation in the present or future. In this type of conditional sentence, the condition is in the past simple tense, and the result is in the present conditional tense. For example:If I had a million dollars, I would buy a yacht.This sentence means that I dont have a million dollars, and it is
unlikely that I will ever have a million dollars. However, if I did have a million dollars, I would buy a yacht.Third ConditionalThe third conditional is used to express a hypothetical situation in the past that did not happen. In this type of conditional sentence, the condition is in the past perfect tense, and the result is in the past conditional tense. For
example:If I had studied harder, I would have passed the exam.This sentence means that I didnt study hard enough, and as a result, I didnt pass the exam. However, if I had studied harder, it is hypothetical that I would have passed the exam.Frequently Asked QuestionsWhat are the different types of past tense in English?In English, there are four



different types of past tense: simple past, past continuous, past perfect, and past perfect continuous. The simple past is used to describe a completed action in the past, while the past continuous is used to describe an action that was in progress at a specific point in the past. The past perfect is used to describe an action that was completed before
another past action, and the past perfect continuous is used to describe an action that was ongoing in the past before another action.How many tenses are there in English?There are twelve tenses in English: simple present, present continuous, present perfect, present perfect continuous, simple past, past continuous, past perfect, past perfect
continuous, simple future, future continuous, future perfect, and future perfect continuous. However, its important to note that not all of these tenses are used frequently in everyday conversation.What are the 12 basic tenses in English?The 12 basic tenses in English are: simple present, present continuous, present perfect, present perfect continuous,
simple past, past continuous, past perfect, past perfect continuous, simple future, future continuous, future perfect, and future perfect continuous. Each of these tenses has a specific use and can be used to describe different actions and events.Is learning tenses enough to become fluent in English?No, learning tenses is not enough to become fluent in
English. While understanding the different tenses is important, fluency in English requires a combination of skills, including vocabulary, pronunciation, listening, and speaking. Its also important to practice using English in real-life situations and to immerse yourself in the language as much as possible.
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