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Ella	Enchanted	(Ella	Enchanted,	#1)	by	4.01	avg	rating	—	420,967	ratings	Vermont	Golden	Dome	Book	Award	(1999)	Small	Steps:	The	Year	I	Got	Polio	by	4.44	avg	rating	—	7,978	ratings	Vermont	Golden	Dome	Book	Award	(1998)	Mick	Harte	Was	Here	by	4.28	avg	rating	—	4,172	ratings	Vermont	Golden	Dome	Book	Award	(1997)	Time	for	Andrew:	A
Ghost	Story	by	4.11	avg	rating	—	4,379	ratings	Vermont	Golden	Dome	Book	Award	(1996)	«	previous	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	…	65	66	next	»	“Would	there	be	room	in	the	boat	for	me	to	ride	to	shore	with	you?”	she	begged.	“I	know	it’s	silly,	but	there	is	America	so	close	to	me	for	the	first	time	in	my	life	–	I	can’t	bear	not	to	set	my	foot	upon	it!”	“What	a	child	you
are,	Kit,”	smiled	Mrs.	Eaton.	“Sometimes	‘tis	hard	to	believe	you	are	sixteen.”	"I	was	born	in	Melrose,	Massachusetts,	on	November	21,	1908.	I	have	lived	all	my	life	in	New	England,	and	though	I	love	to	travel	I	can't	imagine	ever	calling	any	other	place	on	earth	home.	Since	I	can't	remember	a	time	when	I	didn't	intend	to	write,	it	is	hard	to	explain	why	I
took	so	long	getting	around	to	it	in	earnest.	But	the	years	seemed	to	go	by	very	quickly.	In	1936	I	married	Alden	Speare	and	came	to	Connecticut.	Not	till	both	children	were	in	junior	high	did	I	find	time	at	last	to	sit	down	quietly	with	a	pencil	and	paper.	I	turned	naturally	to	the	things	which	had	filled	my	days	and	thoughts	and	began	to	write	magazine
articles	about	family	living.	Then	one	day	I	stumbled	on	a	true	story	from	New	England	history	with	a	character	who	seemed	to	me	an	ideal	heroine.	Though	I	had	my	first	historical	novel	almost	by	accident	it	soon	proved	to	be	an	absorbing	hobby."	Elizabeth	George	Speare	(1908-1994)	won	the	1959	Newbery	Medal	for	THE	WITCH	OF	BLACKBIRD
POND,	and	the	1962	Newbery	Medal	for	THE	BRONZE	BOW.	She	also	received	a	Newbery	Honor	Award	in	1983,	and	in	1989	she	was	presented	with	the	Laura	Ingalls	Wilder	Award	for	her	substantial	and	enduring	contribution	to	children’s	literature.	By	Elizabeth	George	SpeareCopyright	©1958	Elizabeth	George	SpeareAll	right	reserved.ISBN:
9780395071144On	a	morning	in	mid-April;	1687,	the	brigantine	Dolphin	left	the	open	sea,	sailed	briskly	across	the	Sound	to	the	wide	mouth	of	the	Connecticut	River	and	into	Saybrook	harbor.	Kit	Tyler	had	been	on	the	forecastle	deck	since	daybreak,	standing	close	to	the	rail,	staring	hungrily	at	the	first	sight	of	land	for	five	weeks."There's	Connecticut
Colony,"	a	voice	spoke	in	her	ear	.	"You've	come	a	long	way	to	see	it."She	looked	up,	surprised	and	flattered.	On	the	whole	long	voyage	the	captain's	son	had	spoken	scarcely	a	dozen	words	to	her,	She	had	noticed	him	often,	his	thin	wiry	figure	swinging	easily	hand	over	hand	up	the	rigging,	his	sandy,	sun-bleached	head	bent	over	a	coil	of	rope.	Nathaniel
Eaton,	first	mate,	but	his	mother	called	him	Nat.	Now,	seeing	him	so	close	beside	her,	she	was	surprised	that,	for	all	he	looked	so	slight,	the	top	of	her	head	barely	reached	his	shoulder."How	does	it	look	to	you?"	he	questioned.Kit	hesitated.	She	didn't	want	to	admit	how	disappointing	she	found	this	first	glimpse	of	America.	The	bleak	line	of	shore
surrounding	*the	gray	harbor	was	a	disheartening	contrast	to	the	shimmering	green	and	white	that	fringed	the	turquoise	bay	of	Barbados	which	was	her	home.	The	earthen	wall	of	the	fortification	that	faced	the	river	was	bare	and	ugly,	and	the	houses	beyond	were	no	more	than	plain	wooden	boxes."Is	that	Wethersfield?"	she	inquired	instead."Oh,	no,
Wethersfield	is	some	way	up	the	river.	This	is	the	port	of	Saybrook.	Home	to	us	Eatons.	There's	my	father's	shipyard,	just	beyond	the	dock."She	could	just	make	out	the	row	of	unimpressive	shacks	and	the	flash	of	raw	new	lumber.	Her	smile	was	admiring	from	pure	relief.	At	least	this	grim	place	was	not	her	destination,	and	surely	the	colony	at
Wethersfield	would	prove	more	inviting."We've	made	good	time	this	year,"	Nat	went	on.	"It's	been	a	fair	passage,	hasn't	it?""Oh,	yes,"	she	sparkled.	"Though	I'm	glad	now	'tis	over.""Aye,"	he	agreed.	"I	never	know	myself	which	is	best,	the	setting	out	or	the	coming	back	to	harbor.	Ever	been	on	a	ship	before?""Just	the	little	pinnaces	in	the	islands.	I've
sailed'	on	those	all	my	life."He	nodded.	"That's	where	you	learned	to	keep	your	balance."So	he	had	noticed!	To	her	pride,	she	had	proved	to	be	a	natural	sailor.	Certainly	she	had	not	spent	the	voyage	groaning	and	retching	like	some	of	the	passengers."You're	not	afraid	of	the	wind	and	the	salt,	anyway.	At	least,	you	haven't	spent	much	time	below.""Not	if	I
could	help	it,"	she	laughed.	Did	he	think	anyone	would	stay	in	that	stuffy	cabin	by	choice?	Would	she	ever	have	had	the	courage	to	sail	at	all	had	she	known,	before	she	booked	passage,	that	the	sugar	and	molasses	-in	the	hold	had	been	paid	for	by	a	load	of	Connecticut	horses,	and	that	all	the	winds	of	the	Atlantic	could	never	blow	the	ship	clean	of	that
unbearable	stench?	"That's	what	I	minded	most	about	the	storm,"	she	added,	"four	days	shut	away	down	there	with	the	deadlights	up.""Were	you	scared?""Scared	to	death.	Especially	when	the	ship	stood	right	on	end,	and	the	water	leaked	under	the	cabin	door.	But	now	I	wouldn't	have	missed	it	for	anything.	'Twas	the	most	exciting	thing	I	ever	knew."His
face	lighted	with	admiration,	but	all	for	the	ship.	"She's	a	stout	one,	the	Dolphin,"	he	said	"She's	come	through	many	a	worse	blow	than	that."	His	eyes	dwelt	fondly	on	the	topsails."What	is	happening?"	Kit	asked,	noting	the	sudden	activity	along	the	deck,	-Four	husky	sailors	in	blue	jackets	and	bright	kerchiefs	had	hurried	forward	to	man	the	capstan	bars.
Captain	Eaton,	in	his	good	blue	coat,	was	shouting	orders	from	the	quarterdeck.	"Are	we	stopping	here?""There	are	passengers	to	go	ashore,"	Nat	explained.	"And	we	need	food	and	water	for	the	trip	upriver.	But	we've	missed	the	tide,	and	the	wind	is	blowing	too	hard	from	the	west	for	us	to	make	the	landing.	We're	going	to	anchor	out	here	and	take	the
longboat	in	to	shore.	That	means	I'd	better	look	to	the	oars."	He	swung	away,	moving	lightly	and	confidently;	there	was	a	bounce	in	his	step	that	matched	the	laughter	in	his	eyes.With	dismay,	Kit	saw	the	captain's	wife	among	the	passengers	preparing	to	disembark.	Must	she	say	goodbye	so	soon	to	to	Mistress	Eaton?	They	had	shared	the	bond	of	being
the	only	two	women	aboard	the	Dolphin	and	the	older	woman	had	been	sociable	and	kindly.	Now,	catching	Kit's	eye,	she	came	hurrying	along	the	deck."Are	you	leaving	the	ship,	Mistress	Eaton?"	Kit	greeted	her	wistfully."Aye,	didn't	I	tell	you	I'd	be	leaving	you	at	Say	brook?	But	don't	look	so	sad,	child.	'Tis	not	far	to	Wethersfield,	and	we'll	be	meeting
again.""But	I	thought	the	Dolphin	was	your	home!""In	the	wintertime	it	is,	when	we	sail	to	the	West	Indies.	But	I	was	born	in	Saybrook,	and	in	the	spring	I	get	to	hankering	for	my	house	and	garden.	Besides,,	l'd	never	let	on	to	my	husband,	but	the	summer	trips	are	tedious,	just	back	and	forth	up	and	down	the	river.	I	stay	at	home	and	tend	my	vegetables
and	my	spinning	like	a	proper	housewife.	Then,	come	November,	when	he	sails	for	Barbados	again,	I'm	ready	enough	to.	go	with	him.	'Tis	a	good	life,	and	one	of	the	best	things	about	it	is	coming	home	in	the	springtime.Kit	glanced	again	-	at	the	forbidding	shore.	She	could	see	nothing	about	it	to	put	such	a	twinkle	of	anticipation	in	anyone's	eye.	Could
there	be	some	charm	that	was	not	visible	from	out	here	in	the	harbor?	She	spoke	on	a	sudden	impulse.Continues...Excerpted	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pondby	Elizabeth	George	Speare	Copyright	©1958	by	Elizabeth	George	Speare.	Excerpted	by	permission.	All	rights	reserved.	No	part	of	this	excerpt	may	be	reproduced	or	reprinted	without	permission
in	writing	from	the	publisher.Excerpts	are	provided	by	Dial-A-Book	Inc.	solely	for	the	personal	use	of	visitors	to	this	web	site.	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	“What	a	pity	every	child	couldn't	learn	to	read	under	a	willow	tree...”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“All	the	way	up	the	river	she's	been	holding	back
somehow,	waiting.	Now	you'll	both	have	to	wait.	I'm	not	going	to	disappoint	her,	Kit.	When	I	take	you	on	board	the	Witch,	it's	going	to	be	for	keeps.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“After	the	keen	still	days	of	September,	the	October	sun	filled	the	world	with	mellow	warmth...The	maple	tree	in	front	of	the	doorstep
burned	like	a	gigantic	red	torch.	The	oaks	along	the	roadway	glowed	yellow	and	bronze.	The	fields	stretched	like	a	carpet	of	jewels,	emerald	and	topaz	and	garnet.	Everywhere	she	walked	the	color	shouted	and	sang	around	her...In	October	any	wonderful	unexpected	thing	might	be	possible.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird
Pond	“She	snatched	at	the	dream	that	had	comforted	her	for	so	long.	It	was	faded	and	thin,	like	a	letter	too	often	read.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“There	is	no	escape	if	love	is	not	there,"	Hannah	had	said.	Had	Hannah	known	when	she	herself	had	not	even	suspected?	It	was	not	escape	that	she	had	dreamed
about,	it	was	love.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“Tis	a	strange	thing,	that	the	only	friends	I	have	I	found	in	the	same	way,	lying	flat	in	the	meadows,	crying	as	if	their	hearts	would	break.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“Who	would	guess,"	he	teased,	"that	I'd	ever	see	you	on	a
rooftop	with	straw	in	your	hair?"Kit	giggled.	"Are	you	saying	I've	turned	into	a	crow?""Not	exactly."	His	eyes	were	intensely	blue	with	merriment.	"I	can	still	see	the	green	feathers	if	I	look	hard	enough.	But	they've	done	their	best	to	make	you	into	a	sparrow,	haven't	they?”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“There	is	no
escape	if	love	is	not	there”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“From	that	first	moment,	in	a	way	she	could	never	explain,	the	Meadows	claimed	her	and	made	her	their	own.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“There	was	something	irresistible	about	popcorn.”	―	Elizabeth	George
Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“How	right-	how	incredibly,	utterly	right-	and	how	impossible!”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“Hannah's	magic	cure	for	every	ill,"	he	teased.	"Blueberry	cake	and	a	kitten.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“Have	you	noticed	her
name?"Kit	leaned	sideways	to	see	the	letters	painted	jauntily	on	the	transom.	"The	WITCH!	How	did	you	dare?	Does	Hannah	know?"	"Oh,	she's	not	named	after	Hannah.	I	hadn't	gone	ten	miles	down	the	river	that	day	before	I	knew	I'd	left	the	real	witch	behind.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“When	I	take	you	on
board	the	Witch,	it's	going	to	be	for	keeps.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“She	rolled	over	and	stretched,	blinking	up	at	the	blue	sky.	The	tips	of	the	long	grasses	swished	gently	in	the	breeze.	The	hot	sun	pressed	down	on	her	so	that	she	felt	hot	and	empty.	Slowly,	the	meadow	began	to	fulfill	its	promise.”	―
Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“If	you	ask	me,	it's	all	that	schooling.	It	takes	the	fun	out	of	life,	being	cooped	up	like	that	day	after	day...Books,	now	that's	different.	There's	nothing	like	a	book	to	keep	you	company	of	a	long	voyage.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“AS	THE	heavy
door	shut	behind	him	the	cloud	gradually	lifted	from	the	room.	Rachel	moved	nervously	to	the	table	and	began	to	wrap	the	leftover	corn	bread	in	a	clean	linen	napkin.	"Before	I	do	another	thing,"	she	said,	"I	must	take	this	to	Widow	Brown.	She's	still	far	too	weak	to	fend	for	herself.	Forgive	me	for	leaving	you,	Katherine,	but	I'll	be	back	in	no	time	at	all."
"In	no	time,"	echoed	Judith	bitterly,	as	her	mother	hurried	out	into	the	foggy	morning.	"Just	as	soon	as	she's	built	up	the	fire	and	made	gruel	and	tidied	the	whole	cabin.	With	more	than	a	day's	work	waiting	here	at	home.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“The	maple	tree	in	front	of	the	doorstep	burned	like	a	gigantic
red	torch.	The	oaks	along	the	roadway	glowed	yellow	and	bronze.	The	fields	stretched	like	a	carpet	of	jewels,	emerald	and	topaz	and	garnet.	Everywhere	she	walked	the	color	shouted	and	sang	around	her.	The	dried	brown	leaves	crackled	beneath	her	feet	and	gave	off	a	delicious	smoky	fragrance.	No	one	had	ever	told	her	about	autumn	in	New	England.
The	excitement	of	it	beat	in	her	blood.	Every	morning	she	woke	with	a	new	confidence	and	buoyancy	she	could	not	explain.	In	October	any	wonderful	unexpected	thing	might	be	possible.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“I'm	sure	they	would,"	said	Mercy	promptly.	"Besides,	that's	not	the	point.	You'll	give	Kit	a	fine
impression	of	us,	Judith,	and	anyway,	we'd	better	start	on	the	work	that's	waiting	right	here."	Judith	did	not	move.	Her	attention	had	turned	again	to	the	row	of	trunks.	"Do	you	mean	to	say	that	every	one	of	those	trunks	is	full	of	dresses	like	the	one	you	have	on?”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“She	saw	now	that	she
could	not	tell	him	about	the	books	she	had	loved	any	more	than	she	could	make	him	see	the	palm	trees	swaying	under	a	brilliant	blue	sky.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“Yes,	I	do	think	William	is	serious.	But	you	don’t	need	to	be	worried,	dear.	No	one	is	going	to	hurry	you,	least	of	all	William	himself.	He	is	a	very
fine	young	man.	Of	course	you	feel	like	strangers	now.	But	I	think	you’ll	find	sufficient	to	talk	about	before	long.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“William	seemed	to	find	nothing	lacking	in	those	evenings.	For	him	it	was	enough	simply	to	sit	across	the	room	and	look	at	her.	It	was	flattering,	she	had	to	admit.	The	most
eligible	bachelor	in	Wethersfield	and	handsome,	actually,	in	his	substantial	way.	Sometimes,	as	she	sat	knitting,	aware	that	William’s	eyes	were	on	her	face,	she	felt	her	breath	tightening	in	a	way	that	was	strange	and	not	unpleasant.	Then,	just	as	suddenly,	rebellion	would	rise	in	her.	He	was	so	sure!	Without	even	asking,	he	was	reckoning	on	her	as
deliberately	as	he	calculated	his	growing	pile	of	lumber.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“If	only	I	could	be	here	alone,	without	Judith	or	anyone,	she	thought	with	longing.	Someday	I	am	going	to	come	back	to	this	place,	when	there	is	time	just	to	stand	still	and	look	at	it.	How	often	she	would	come	back	she	had	no
way	of	foreseeing,	nor	could	she	know	that	never,	in	the	months	to	come,	would	the	Meadows	break	the	promise	they	held	for	her	at	this	moment,	a	promise	of	peace	and	quietness	and	of	comfort	for	a	troubled	heart.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“The	one	small	room	the	house	contained	was	scoured	as	a	seashell.
There	was	a	table,	a	chest,	a	bedstead	with	a	faded	quilt,	a	spinning	wheel,	and	a	small	loom.	A	few	ancient	kettles	hung	about	the	clean-swept	hearth.	From	a	square	of	sunlight	on	the	floor	an	enormous	yellow	cat	opened	one	eye	to	look	at	them.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“The	girl	looked	about	her.	“’	Tis	a
pretty	room,”	she	said	without	thinking,	and	then	wondered	how	that	could	be,	when	it	was	so	plain	and	bare.	Perhaps	it	was	only	the	sunlight	on	boards	that	were	scrubbed	smooth	and	white,	or	perhaps	it	was	the	feeling	of	peace	that	lay	across	the	room	as	tangibly	as	the	bar	of	sunshine.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird
Pond	“Tis	so	beautiful—flowers	every	day	of	the	year.	You	can	always	smell	them	in	the	air,	even	out	to	sea.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“As	Kit	reached	the	part	about	the	schoolmaster	and	his	cane,	to	her	amazement	a	rusty	chuckle	interrupted	her.	Hannah’s	face	had	crumpled	into	a	thousand	gleeful	wrinkles.”
―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“Outside	the	house,	against	a	sheltered	wall	to	the	south,	a	single	stalk	of	green	thrust	upwards,	with	slender	rapierlike	leaves	and	one	huge	scarlet	blossom.	Kit	went	down	on	her	knees.	“It	looks	just	like	the	flowers	at	home,”	she	marveled.	“I	didn’t	know	you	had	such	flowers	here.”
“It	came	all	the	way	from	Africa,	from	the	Cape	of	Good	Hope,”	Hannah	told	her.	“My	friend	brought	the	bulb	to	me,	a	little	brown	thing	like	an	onion.	I	doubted	it	would	grow	here,	but	it	just	seemed	determined	to	keep	on	trying	and	look	what	has	happened.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“Tell	them	the	truth	if	you
like,"	responded	Kit	airily,	knowing	quite	well	that	Judith,	for	all	her	disapproval,	would	never	give	her	away.	The	common	bond	of	just	being	young	together	in	that	household	was	strong	enough	for	that.”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	quote	from	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	“And	when	has	waiting	ever	been	troublesome	to	a	dwarf?”	―	M.L.	Forman,
quote	from	Slathbog's	Gold	“Sometimes	it	was	hard	to	express	how	much	you	loved	someone.	You	said	the	words,	but	you	could	never	quite	capture	the	depth	of	it.	You	could	never	quite	hold	someone	tightly	enough.”	―	Diane	Chamberlain,	quote	from	The	Midwife's	Confession	“It	was	a	godless	sound;	one	of	those	low-keyed,	insidious	outrages	of	Nature
which	are	not	meant	to	be.	To	call	it	a	dull	wail,	a	doom-dragged	whine,	or	a	hopeless	howl	of	chorused	anguish	and	stricken	flesh	without	mind	would	be	to	miss	its	most	quintessential	loathsomeness	and	soul-sickening	overtones.”	―	H.P.	Lovecraft,	quote	from	The	Case	of	Charles	Dexter	Ward	“of	the	actual	objects	of	physical	reality.	Physical	objects
are	not	in	space,	but	these	objects	are	spatially	extended.”	―	Albert	Einstein,	quote	from	Relativity:	The	Special	and	the	General	Theory	“What	love	lays	bare	in	me	is	energy.”	―	Roland	Barthes,	quote	from	A	Lover's	Discourse:	Fragments	Freak	the	Mighty	by	Rodman	Philbrick	Nick	&	Norah's	Infin...	by	Rachel	Cohn	To	a	God	Unknown	by	John	Steinbeck
The	Blinding	Knife	by	Brent	Weeks	The	Yiddish	Policeme...	by	Michael	Chabon	The	Crimson	Crown	by	Cinda	Williams	Chima	BookQuoters	is	a	community	of	passionate	readers	who	enjoy	sharing	the	most	meaningful,	memorable	and	interesting	quotes	from	great	books.	As	the	world	communicates	more	and	more	via	texts,	memes	and	sound	bytes,	short
but	profound	quotes	from	books	have	become	more	relevant	and	important.	For	some	of	us	a	quote	becomes	a	mantra,	a	goal	or	a	philosophy	by	which	we	live.	For	all	of	us,	quotes	are	a	great	way	to	remember	a	book	and	to	carry	with	us	the	author’s	best	ideas.	We	thoughtfully	gather	quotes	from	our	favorite	books,	both	classic	and	current,	and	choose
the	ones	that	are	most	thought-provoking.	Each	quote	represents	a	book	that	is	interesting,	well	written	and	has	potential	to	enhance	the	reader’s	life.	We	also	accept	submissions	from	our	visitors	and	will	select	the	quotes	we	feel	are	most	appealing	to	the	BookQuoters	community.	Founded	in	2023,	BookQuoters	has	quickly	become	a	large	and	vibrant
community	of	people	who	share	an	affinity	for	books.	Books	are	seen	by	some	as	a	throwback	to	a	previous	world;	conversely,	gleaning	the	main	ideas	of	a	book	via	a	quote	or	a	quick	summary	is	typical	of	the	Information	Age	but	is	a	habit	disdained	by	some	diehard	readers.	We	feel	that	we	have	the	best	of	both	worlds	at	BookQuoters;	we	read	books
cover-to-cover	but	offer	you	some	of	the	highlights.	We	hope	you’ll	join	us.	"But	the	proper	use	of	reading	is	to	improve	our	sinful	nature	and	fill	our	minds	with	God's	holy	words."	Chapter	2,	page	25	"The	charter	guarantees	every	right	and	privilege	we	have	earned,	the	very	ground	we	stand	on	and	the	laws	we	have	made	for	ourselves."	Chapter	7,	page
70	"The	only	rights	worth	all	that	toil	and	sacrifice	are	the	rights	of	free	men	free	and	equal	under	God	to	decide	their	own	justice."	Chapter	7,	page	71	"The	answer	is	in	thy	heart,	thee	can	always	hear	it	if	thee	listens	for	it."	Chapter	9,	page	97.	"Here	I've	been	working	like	a	slave,	...but	I	feel	as	though	nothing	mattered	except	just	to	be	alive	right	at
this	moment."	Chapter	12,	page	126	"Better	for	the	young	people	to	remember	idleness	breeds	mischief."	Chapter	16,	page	164	'Under	a	cloudless	blue	sky	stretched	a	breath-taking	glittering	universe,	carved	of	dazzling	white	coral,	unreal	and	silent...	edit	descriptions	of	this	character	“Would	there	be	room	in	the	boat	for	me	to	ride	to	shore	with	you?”
she	begged.	“I	know	it’s	silly,	but	there	is	America	so	close	to	me	for	the	first	time	in	my	life	–	I	can’t	bear	not...“I	don’t	remember	my	parents	at	all,”	she	told	him.	“My	father	was	born	on	the	island	and	was	sent	to	England	to	school.	He	met	my	mother	there	and	brought	her	back	to	Barbados	with	him.	Th...She	pulled	up	the	hood	of	her	scarlet	cloak	and
turned	away.	Embarrassment	was	a	new	sensation	for	Kit.	No	one	on	the	island	had	ever	presumed	to	stare	like	that	at	Sir	Francis	Tyler’s	granddaugh...“You	are	not	a	Puritan	then?”“Puritan?	You	mean	a	Roundhead?	One	of	those	traitors	who	murdered	King	Charles?”A	spark	of	protest	flashed	across	his	mild	gray	eyes.	He	started	to	speak,	then...“You
are	not	a	Puritan	then?”“Puritan?	You	mean	a	Roundhead?	One	of	those	traitors	who	murdered	King	Charles?”A	spark	of	protest	flashed	across	his	mild	gray	eyes.	He	started	to	speak,	then...Only	three	shabbily-dressed	women	lingered	near	her,	and	because	she	could	not	contain	her	eagerness,	Kit	smiled	and	would	have	spoken,	but	she	was	abruptly
repulsed	by	their	sharply	curious	eyes....“How	does	it	look	to	you?”	he	questioned.Kit	hesitated.	She	didn’t	want	to	admit	how	disappointing	she	found	this	first	glimpse	of	America.	The	bleak	line	of	shore	surrounding	the	gray	harbor...“I	suppose	it	was	foolish	for	a	tanner’s	son	even	to	think	about	Harvard,”	John	told	her.	“It	was	six	miles	to	the	school,
and	my	father	never	could	spare	me	for	more	than	a	month	or	so	out...“Her	name	is	Rachel,	and	she	was	charming	and	gay,	and	they	said	she	could	have	her	pick	of	any	man	in	her	father’s	regiment.	But	instead	she	fell	in	love	with	a	Puritan	and	ran	away	to	America...“Her	name	is	Rachel,	and	she	was	charming	and	gay,	and	they	said	she	could	have	had
her	pick	of	any	man	in	her	father’s	regiment.	But	instead	she	fell	in	love	with	a	Puritan	and	ran	away	to	Ame...“Justice!	What	do	you	young	men	know	about	rights	and	justice?	A	soft	life	is	all	you	have	ever	known.	Have	you	felled	trees	in	a	wilderness	and	built	a	home	with	your	bare	hands?	Have	you	fought...	,	the	free	encyclopedia	that	anyone	can	edit.
110,331	active	editors	7,023,877	articles	in	English	Igor	Judge,	Baron	Judge,	a	British	judge	Nominative	determinism	is	the	hypothesis	that	people	are	drawn	to	professions	that	fit	their	name.	The	term	was	first	used	in	the	magazine	New	Scientist	in	1994,	after	its	humorous	Feedback	column	mentioned	a	book	on	polar	explorations	by	Daniel	Snowman
and	an	article	on	urology	by	researchers	named	Splatt	and	Weedon.	The	hypothesis	had	been	suggested	by	psychologist	Carl	Jung,	citing	as	an	example	Sigmund	Freud	(German	for	'joy'),	who	studied	pleasure.	A	few	recent	empirical	studies	have	indicated	that	certain	professions	are	disproportionately	represented	by	people	with	appropriate	surnames,
though	the	methods	of	these	studies	have	been	challenged.	One	explanation	for	nominative	determinism	is	the	theory	of	implicit	egotism,	which	states	that	humans	have	an	unconscious	preference	for	things	they	associate	with	themselves.	An	alternative	explanation	is	genetic:	an	ancestor	might	have	been	named	Smith	or	Taylor	according	to	their
occupation,	and	the	genes	they	passed	down	might	correlate	to	aptitudes	for	those	professions.	(Full	article...)	Recently	featured:	Donkey	Kong	Land	History	of	education	in	Wales	(1701–1870)	White	dwarf	Archive	By	email	More	featured	articles	About	Congregation	Shaar	Hashomayim	...	that	the	Congregation	Shaar	Hashomayim	(pictured)	in	Windsor,
Ontario,	was	modelled	after	a	synagogue	in	Montreal?	...	that	NASA	promoted	the	"faster,	better,	cheaper"	approach	to	spacecraft	missions	in	the	1990s?	...	that	Black	model	Debra	Shaw	walked	the	runway	in	Bellmer	La	Poupée	wearing	a	metal	frame	that	generated	controversy	over	a	perceived	reference	to	slavery?	...	that	a	spokesman	for	the	Kaw
Nation	credited	Robert	L.	Rankin	with	single-handedly	preserving	their	language?	...	that	multiple	members	of	various	royal	families	have	competed	in	the	Olympics?	...	that	The	Westerlies	folded	a	piece	of	tin	foil	over	the	bell	of	a	trombone	to	make	it	hiss?	...	that	after	runner	Frej	Liewendahl	had	broken	Paavo	Nurmi's	five-year	winning	streak,	he	went
to	his	hotel	room	with	flowers	to	apologise?	...	that	the	crew	of	the	US	Coast	Guard	Cutter	Dione	repeatedly	attacked	the	shipwrecks	of	oil	tankers,	believing	them	to	be	German	U-boats?	...	that	one	issue	facing	tsunami	sirens	in	New	Zealand	has	been	a	youth	subculture	that	steals	sirens	to	compete	for	the	loudest	and	clearest	sound?	Archive	Start	a	new
article	Nominate	an	article	Trifid	and	Lagoon	nebulae	The	Vera	C.	Rubin	Observatory	in	Chile	releases	the	first	light	images	(example	shown)	from	its	new	8.4-metre	(28	ft)	telescope.	In	basketball,	the	Oklahoma	City	Thunder	defeat	the	Indiana	Pacers	to	win	the	NBA	Finals.	An	attack	on	a	Greek	Orthodox	church	in	Damascus,	Syria,	kills	at	least	25
people.	The	United	States	conducts	military	strikes	on	three	nuclear	facilities	in	Iran.	In	rugby	union,	the	Crusaders	defeat	the	Chiefs	to	win	the	Super	Rugby	Pacific	final.	Ongoing:	Gaza	war	Iran–Israel	war	Russian	invasion	of	Ukraine	timeline	Sudanese	civil	war	timeline	Recent	deaths:	John	R.	Casani	Richard	Gerald	Jordan	Franco	Testa	Raymond
Laflamme	Gertrud	Leutenegger	Maria	Voce	Nominate	an	article	June	27:	Helen	Keller	Day	in	the	United	States	Depiction	of	Pope	Agatho	678	–	Pope	Agatho	(depicted),	later	venerated	as	a	saint	in	both	the	Catholic	and	Eastern	Orthodox	churches,	began	his	pontificate.	1800	–	War	of	the	Second	Coalition:	French	forces	won	a	victory	at	the	Battle	of
Neuburg,	ending	Austrian	control	over	the	River	Danube.	1905	–	First	Russian	Revolution:	The	crew	of	the	Russian	battleship	Potemkin	began	a	mutiny	against	their	officers.	1950	–	Korean	War:	Five	North	Korean	aircraft	attacked	an	American	air	convoy	above	Suwon	Air	Base	in	the	first	air	engagement	of	the	Korean	War.	2015	–	Ignition	of	corn	starch
caused	a	dust	fire	at	a	water	park	in	New	Taipei	City,	Taiwan,	killing	12	people	and	injuring	more	than	400	others.	Wilhelmina	FitzClarence,	Countess	of	Munster	(b.	1830)Frank	Rattray	Lillie	(b.	1870)Harry	Pollitt	(d.	1960)Nico	Rosberg	(b.	1985)	More	anniversaries:	June	26	June	27	June	28	Archive	By	email	List	of	days	of	the	year	About	2024	variant	of
the	Men's	T20	World	Cup	logo	The	ICC	Men's	T20	World	Cup,	formerly	the	ICC	World	Twenty20,	is	a	biennial	world	cup	for	cricket	in	the	Twenty20	International	(T20I)	format,	organised	by	the	International	Cricket	Council	(ICC).	It	was	held	in	every	odd	year	from	2007	to	2009,	and	since	2010	has	been	held	in	every	even	year	with	the	exception	of	2018
and	2020.	In	2018,	the	tournament	was	rebranded	from	the	World	Twenty20	to	the	Men's	T20	World	Cup.	As	of	the	2024	tournament,	twenty-four	nations	have	played	in	the	T20	World	Cup.	Nine	teams	have	competed	in	every	tournament,	six	of	which	have	won	the	title.	The	West	Indies,	England	and	India	have	won	the	title	twice	each,	while	Pakistan,
Sri	Lanka	and	Australia	have	won	the	title	once	each.	Sri	Lanka,	England,	Pakistan	and	India	have	each	made	three	final	appearances,	while	Pakistan	have	also	made	six	semi-final	appearances.	The	best	result	by	a	non-Test	playing	nation	is	the	second	round	appearance	by	the	United	States	in	2024,	while	the	worst	result	by	a	Test	playing	nation	is	the
second	round	appearance	by	Zimbabwe	in	2022.	(Full	list...)	Recently	featured:	Michelin-starred	restaurants	in	Turkey	Timeline	of	Partygate	Songs	by	Gen	Hoshino	Archive	More	featured	lists	Whitehead's	trogon	(Harpactes	whiteheadi)	is	a	species	of	bird	in	the	family	Trogonidae.	It	is	endemic	to	the	island	of	Borneo,	where	it	is	an	uncommon	resident	in
primary	mountain	forest.	One	of	Borneo's	largest	trogons,	at	29	to	33	centimetres	(11	to	13	inches)	long,	it	is	sexually	dimorphic.	The	male	is	crimson	on	the	head,	nape,	and	underparts,	with	a	black	throat	and	grey	chest;	the	rest	of	its	upperparts	are	cinnamon-coloured.	The	female	is	similarly	patterned,	but	cinnamon-brown	where	the	male	is	scarlet.
The	species	is	primarily	an	insectivore,	but	also	eats	various	plant	materials,	including	fruits	and	seeds.	Other	than	the	timing	of	its	breeding,	typically	between	April	and	June,	little	is	known	about	its	breeding	biology.	It	is	classified	as	a	near-threatened	species,	with	population	numbers	thought	to	be	declining	and	habitat	loss	a	key	threat.	This	male
Whitehead's	trogon	was	photographed	perching	on	a	branch	near	Mount	Kinabalu	in	the	Malaysian	state	of	Sabah.	Photograph	credit:	John	Harrison	Recently	featured:	Atacamite	Turban	Head	eagle	Springbok	Archive	More	featured	pictures	Community	portal	–	The	central	hub	for	editors,	with	resources,	links,	tasks,	and	announcements.	Village	pump	–
Forum	for	discussions	about	Wikipedia	itself,	including	policies	and	technical	issues.	Site	news	–	Sources	of	news	about	Wikipedia	and	the	broader	Wikimedia	movement.	Teahouse	–	Ask	basic	questions	about	using	or	editing	Wikipedia.	Help	desk	–	Ask	questions	about	using	or	editing	Wikipedia.	Reference	desk	–	Ask	research	questions	about
encyclopedic	topics.	Content	portals	–	A	unique	way	to	navigate	the	encyclopedia.	Wikipedia	is	written	by	volunteer	editors	and	hosted	by	the	Wikimedia	Foundation,	a	non-profit	organization	that	also	hosts	a	range	of	other	volunteer	projects:	CommonsFree	media	repository	MediaWikiWiki	software	development	Meta-WikiWikimedia	project	coordination
WikibooksFree	textbooks	and	manuals	WikidataFree	knowledge	base	WikinewsFree-content	news	WikiquoteCollection	of	quotations	WikisourceFree-content	library	WikispeciesDirectory	of	species	WikiversityFree	learning	tools	WikivoyageFree	travel	guide	WiktionaryDictionary	and	thesaurus	This	Wikipedia	is	written	in	English.	Many	other	Wikipedias
are	available;	some	of	the	largest	are	listed	below.	1,000,000+	articles	 ةيبرعلا 	Deutsch	Español	 یسراف ​	Français	Italiano	Nederlands	日本語	Polski	Português	Русский	Svenska	Українська	Tiếng	Việt	中文	250,000+	articles	Bahasa	Indonesia	Bahasa	Melayu	Bân-lâm-gú	Български	Català	Čeština	Dansk	Eesti	Ελληνικά	Esperanto	Euskara	עברית	Հայերեն	
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about	the	year	678.	For	the	film,	see	678	(film).	For	the	Argentine	TV	program,	see	6,	7,	8.	Calendar	year	Years	Millennium	1st	millennium	Centuries	6th	century	7th	century	8th	century	Decades	650s	660s	670s	680s	690s	Years	675	676	677	678	679	680	681	vte	678	by	topic	Leaders	Political	entities	State	leaders	Religious	leaders	Categories	Births
Deaths	Establishments	vte	678	in	various	calendarsGregorian	calendar678DCLXXVIIIAb	urbe	condita1431Armenian	calendar127ԹՎ	ՃԻԷAssyrian	calendar5428Balinese	saka	calendar599–600Bengali	calendar84–85Berber	calendar1628Buddhist	calendar1222Burmese	calendar40Byzantine	calendar6186–6187Chinese	calendar丁丑年	(Fire	Ox)3375	or
3168				—	to	—戊寅年	(Earth	Tiger)3376	or	3169Coptic	calendar394–395Discordian	calendar1844Ethiopian	calendar670–671Hebrew	calendar4438–4439Hindu	calendars	-	Vikram	Samvat734–735	-	Shaka	Samvat599–600	-	Kali	Yuga3778–3779Holocene	calendar10678Iranian	calendar56–57Islamic	calendar58–59Japanese	calendarHakuchi	29(白雉２９
年)Javanese	calendar570–571Julian	calendar678DCLXXVIIIKorean	calendar3011Minguo	calendar1234	before	ROC民前1234年Nanakshahi	calendar−790Seleucid	era989/990	AGThai	solar	calendar1220–1221Tibetan	calendar阴火牛年(female	Fire-Ox)804	or	423	or	−349				—	to	—阳土虎年(male	Earth-Tiger)805	or	424	or	−348	Pope	Agatho	I	(678–681)	Year
678	(DCLXXVIII)	was	a	common	year	starting	on	Friday	of	the	Julian	calendar.	The	denomination	678	for	this	year	has	been	used	since	the	early	medieval	period,	when	the	Anno	Domini	calendar	era	became	the	prevalent	method	in	Europe	for	naming	years.	July	27	–	The	Siege	of	Thessalonica	(676–678)	ends,	when	the	Sclaveni	withdraw.	Autumn	–	Siege
of	Constantinople:	Emperor	Constantine	IV	confronts	the	Arab	besiegers	in	a	head-on	engagement.	The	Byzantine	fleet,	equipped	with	Greek	fire,	destroys	the	Muslim	fleet	at	Sillyon,[1][2][3][4]	ending	the	Arab	threat	to	Europe,	and	forcing	Yazid	(a	son	of	caliph	Muawiyah	I)	to	lift	the	siege	on	land	and	sea.	The	victory	also	frees	up	forces	that	are	sent	to
raise	the	two-year	siege	of	Thessalonica	by	the	local	Slavic	tribes.	King	Æthelred	of	Mercia	defeats	the	Northumbrian	forces	under	King	Ecgfrith,	in	a	battle	near	the	River	Trent.	Archbishop	Theodore	helps	to	resolve	differences	between	the	two,	Æthelred	agreeing	to	pay	a	weregild	to	avoid	any	resumption	of	hostilities	(approximate	date).	April	27	–
Emperor	Tenmu	holds	divination	for	the	purpose	of	proceeding	to	the	Abstinence	Palace.	May	3	–	Princess	Tōchi	suddenly	takes	ill	and	dies	within	the	palace.	Tenmu,	her	father,	is	unable	to	sacrifice	to	the	Gods	of	Heaven	and	Earth.	May	10	–	Tōchi	is	buried	at	a	place	which	could	be	Akō	(Hyōgo	Prefecture).	Tenmu	is	graciously	pleased	to	raise	lament
for	her.	Wilfrid,	bishop	of	York,	is	at	the	height	of	his	power	and	owns	vast	estates	throughout	Northumbria.	After	his	refusal	to	agree	to	a	division	of	his	see,	Ecgfrith	and	Theodore,	archbishop	of	Canterbury,	have	him	banished	from	Northumbria.	April	11	–	Pope	Donus	dies	at	Rome,	after	a	reign	of	1	year	and	160	days.	He	is	succeeded	by	Agatho	I,	who
becomes	the	79th	pope.	He	is	the	first	pope	to	stop	paying	tribute	to	Emperor	Constantine	IV	upon	election.	In	Japan,	the	national	worshiping	to	the	Gods	of	Heaven	and	Earth	is	planned.	Tenmu	tries	to	select	his	daughter	Tōchi	as	a	Saiō	to	make	her	serve	the	Gods.	However,	Tōchi	suddenly	takes	ill	and	dies.	The	Beomeosa	temple	complex	in
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Press.	ISBN	0-19-822568-7.	Treadgold,	Warren	(1997).	A	History	of	the	Byzantine	State	and	Society.	Stanford,	California:	Stanford	University	Press.	ISBN	0-8047-2630-2.	Retrieved	from	"	32009	Argentine	TV	series	or	program	6,	7,	8First	logoAlso	known	asThe	Critique	to	Real	PowerGenreArchive	television	programPresented	by	Orlando	Barone	Carlos
Barragán	Jorge	Dorio	Cynthia	García	Eduardo	Massa	Alcántara	Mariana	Moyano	Dante	Palma	Sandra	Russo	Nora	Veiras	Country	of	originArgentinaOriginal	languageSpanishNo.	of	seasons7ProductionExecutive	producerDiego	GvirtzProducerPensado	Para	TelevisiónOriginal	releaseNetworkTelevisión	Pública	ArgentinaReleaseMarch	9,	2009	(2009-03-
09)	–23	December	2015	(2015-12-23)	Six	in	the	Seven	at	Eight,	usually	called	6,	7,	8,	was	an	Argentine	political	commentary	TV	program	broadcast	by	the	government-run	Channel	7	since	2009.	Its	name	comes	from	the	fact	that,	when	it	first	started	airing,	there	were	five	members	on	the	show's	panel,	and	its	motto	was	you	are	the	sixth	one	(the
viewer).	Since	it	was	broadcast	by	Channel	7	at	8	p.m.,	the	name	was	shortened	to	"6,	7,	8".	In	late	2009,	the	program	was	moved	to	9	p.m.,	a	new	segment	was	added	to	be	aired	on	Sundays	at	night,	and	new	guest	panelists	were	invited,	making	it	more	than	six	members.[1]	Nevertheless,	the	show's	name	remained	unchanged.	It	was	first	hosted	by
María	Julia	Oliván	and	a	panel	which	included	Orlando	Barone,	Carla	Czudnowsky,	Eduardo	Cabito	Massa	Alcántara,	Luciano	Galende	and	Sandra	Russo,	along	with	a	guest	analyst	who	would	give	their	opinions	throughout	the	program.	María	Julia	Oliván	announced	in	an	interview	for	web	site	Television.com.ar	that,	on	January	28,	2010,	should	make
her	last	appearance	on	the	program.[2]	Her	place	was	occupied	by	Luciano	Galende,	and	from	2013	onward	the	host	has	been	Carlos	Barragán.	The	program	was	nominated	to	the	2010	Martín	Fierro	Awards	in	the	category	Best	Journalistic	Program.	The	program's	panel	discussed	national	and	world	events	and	analyzed	their	social	and	political
repercussions	on	Argentina.	The	program	has	come	under	criticism	due	to	its	perceived	advocacy	of	Kirchnerism,	which	is	controversial	since	it	is	aired	by	a	state-owned	TV	channel	during	the	time	when	Cristina	Kirchner	was	president.	The	program	ceased	to	be	aired	shortly	after	the	end	of	the	presidency	of	Cristina	Kirchner.	6,	7,	8	was	first	aired	on
March	9,	2009.	The	initial	name	was	"6	in	the	7	at	8",	making	reference	to	the	6	people	in	the	program,	the	channel	Televisión	Pública	Argentina	that	airs	in	channel	7,	and	that	the	program	was	broadcast	at	8:00	pm.	Although	the	number	of	people	and	the	timeslot	changed	over	time,	the	name	"678"	was	kept.	It	is	an	Archive	television	program	focused
on	politics	and	journalism.	It	was	created	during	the	campaign	for	the	2009	midterm	elections,	in	order	to	broadcast	the	Kirchnerite	propaganda	known	as	Relato	K,	and	to	attack	the	opposing	candidates.	It	received	a	privileged	timeslot	on	Sundays,	right	after	the	broadcasting	of	the	Fútbol	para	todos	weekly	matches.	Once	the	elections	were	over,	it
continued	to	voice	the	Kirchnerite	view	in	the	conflict	between	Kirchnerism	and	the	media.[3]	Mauricio	Macri,	president	of	Argentina	since	December	10,	2015,	appointed	Hernán	Lombardi	as	the	new	manager	for	Channel	7.	Soon	thereafter	it	was	announced	that	the	channel	would	not	air	6,	7,	8	because	the	production	company	decided	not	to	renew	the
contract	with	the	TV	Pública.[4][5]	According	to	Clarín	newspaper	the	program	uses	archive	footage	to	criticize	Mass	Media	outlets,	judges	and	political	opponents	to	the	national	government.[6]	On	October	13,	2009	the	program	aired	a	video	that	had	circulated	in	blogs.	The	anonymous	video	was	recorded	through	a	hidden	camera,	and	it	shows	the
journalist	and	columnist	of	newspaper	La	Nación,	Carlos	Pagni,	in	an	alleged	operation	to	publish	false	information	for	the	purpose	of	damaging	the	oil	company	Repsol	YPF.	The	broadcast	of	the	video	was	criticized	by	the	Partido	Solidario	deputy	Carlos	Heller	who	was	a	guest	on	the	program	that	day,	expressing	his	objection	to	the	publication	of
anonymous	films.	The	contents	of	the	video	were	criticized	by	the	panelists	after	it	was	shown.	According	to	an	article	in	La	Nación	that	was	published	the	next	day	about	the	segment,	"the	presentation	of	the	hidden	camera,	and	the	images	of	the	hidden	camera	(cut,	but	carefully	and	professionally	edited)	do	not,	at	any	moment,	show	the	columnist	in
situations	that	could	corroborate	the	serious	and	injurious	charges	about	corruption	that	are	made	in	the	video	through	printed	boards	and	a	voice-over".[7]	In	the	video,	there	are	appearances	by	other	people	who	may	represent	Pagni,	receiving	money	in	return	for	newspaper	articles.	However,	after	the	airing	on	October	13,	Pagni	received	the	support
of	the	Argentine	Journalism	Forum	(Foro	del	Periodismo	Argentino)	and	other	journalists.[8]	YPF	issued	a	complaint	to	investigate	who	recorded	the	video,	and	the	veracity	of	the	facts	that	are	seen	on	it.	They	assured	that	"it	is	true	that	the	video	is	anonymous	and	made	in	a	more	obscure	way.	However,	it	warns	that	it	was	a	journalistic	operation
against	us".[9]	2013	Martín	Fierro	Awards	Best	journalism	program[10]	^	Asteriscos.tv	Seis,	siete,	ocho	¿y	ahora	a	las	nueve?	(in	Spanish)	^	"6,	7,	8	en	TVPública.com.ar".	Archived	from	the	original	on	2013-08-04.	Retrieved	2010-04-16.	^	Oliván,	pp.	9-12	^	"Chau	6,	7,	8".	Archived	from	the	original	on	2015-11-25.	Retrieved	2015-11-24.	^	"Adiós	678".	^
Clarin.com,	«El	programa	que	ataca	a	los	medios	críticos	cuesta	caro»	Archived	2010-01-13	at	the	Wayback	Machine	(in	Spanish)	^	La	Nación.com,	«Agravia	Canal	7	a	un	columnista	con	un	video	anónimo»	Archived	2011-06-05	at	the	Wayback	Machine	(in	Spanish)	^	Cable	en	Minutouno	Archived	2011-07-06	at	the	Wayback	Machine	(in	Spanish)	^
“Igual	hubo	una	operación”,	por	Raúl	Kollmann	(in	Spanish)	^	"Todos	los	nominados	a	los	Martín	Fierro	2014"	[All	the	nominations	for	the	2014	Martín	Fierro].	La	Nación	(in	Spanish).	April	15,	2014.	Retrieved	April	15,	2014.	Oliván,	María	Julia	(2010).	678:	La	creación	de	otra	realidad.	Argentina:	Paidos.	ISBN	978-950-12-0700-2.	Website	for	the
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she	gazes	for	the	first	time	at	the	cold,	bleak	shores	of	Connecticut	Colony,	that	her	new	home	will	never	be	like	the	shimmering	Caribbean	island	she	left	behind.	In	her	relatives'	stern	Puritan	community,	she	feels	like	a	tropical	bird	that	has	flown	to	the	wrong	part	of	the	world,	a	bird	that	is	now	caged	and	lonely.	The	only	place	where	Kit	feels
completely	free	is	in	the	meadows,	where	she	enjoys	the	company	of	the	old	Quaker	woman	known	as	the	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond,	and	on	occasion,	her	young	sailor	friend	Nat.	But	when	Kit's	friendship	with	the	"witch"	is	discovered,	Kit	is	faced	with	suspicion,	fear,	and	anger.	She	herself	is	accused	of	witchcraft!	2426	people	are	currently	reading85189
people	want	to	readI	was	born	in	Melrose,	Massachusetts,	on	November	21,	1908.	I	have	lived	all	my	life	in	New	England,	and	though	I	love	to	travel	I	can't	imagine	ever	calling	any	other	place	on	earth	home.	Since	I	can't	remember	a	time	when	I	didn't	intend	to	write,	it	is	hard	to	explain	why	I	took	so	long	getting	around	to	it	in	earnest.	But	the	years
seemed	to	go	by	very	quickly.	In	1936	I	married	Alden	Speare	and	came	to	Connecticut.	Not	till	both	children	were	in	junior	high	did	I	find	time	at	last	to	sit	down	quietly	with	a	pencil	and	paper.	I	turned	naturally	to	the	things	which	had	filled	my	days	and	thoughts	and	began	to	write	magazine	articles	about	family	living.	Then	one	day	I	stumbled	on	a
true	story	from	New	England	history	with	a	character	who	seemed	to	me	an	ideal	heroine.	Though	I	had	my	first	historical	novel	almost	by	accident	it	soon	proved	to	be	an	absorbing	hobby."	Elizabeth	George	Speare	(1908-1994)	won	the	1959	Newbery	Medal	for	THE	WITCH	OF	BLACKBIRD	POND,	and	the	1962	Newbery	Medal	for	THE	BRONZE	BOW.
She	also	received	a	Newbery	Honor	Award	in	1983,	and	in	1989	she	was	presented	with	the	Laura	Ingalls	Wilder	Award	for	her	substantial	and	enduring	contribution	to	children’s	literature.Displaying	1	-	30	of	7,909	reviewsJanuary	29,	2016I	really	liked	this	book,	and	have	therefore	come	to	the	conclusion	that	books	written	for	children	can	be	higher
quality	writing	than	books	written	for	adults	because	there	isn't	this	pressure	to	impress	with	heavy	metaphor	and	poignant	statements	about	life.	When	adults	write	for	adults	there	is	too	much	pressure,	adults	writing	for	children	understand	that	it	is	the	story	and	the	characters	that	matter	most,	and	if	those	two	are	well	written	then	I	think	you	have	a
deep,	satisfying	book.	childrens	middle-grade	newberyApril	13,	2020A	good	witch	is	hard	to	find.I	should	know;	I've	been	searching	for	one	my	entire	life.So,	I	went	into	this	read	thinking.	.	.	maybe	this	is	her.	.	.	the	witch	of	blackbird	pond.	Maybe	she	will	finally	be	the	“tatter-haired	witch”	that	Karla	Kuskin	decribes,	or	the	“magical	prognosticator,
chanting,	canting,	calculator”	that	Felice	Holman	makes	me	want	to	meet.I	wasn't	looking	for	a	Bellatrix	LeStrange,	I	just	wanted	the	witch	I've	been	waiting	for.	.	.	And	I	didn't	find	her	here.Nope.	No	real	witches	here.	Just	a	bunch	of	those	Arthur	Miller	type	“witches”	from	The	Crucible.	Meaning,	no	delightful	cleavage	or	cackle,	no	orgies	by	the	river.	.
.	no	incantation,	no	levitation,	no	black	tresses	or	long	black	gowns.Just	a	sad,	partially	demented	Quaker	woman	who	has	been	ostracized	from	the	town	for	her	religious	beliefs.Oh,	and	a	town	with	“a	pillory,	a	whipping	post	and	stocks.”	All	of	the	proper	accoutrements	for	provoking	public	humiliation	in	the	village	square	in	Connecticut	in	the	17th
century.God,	I	hate	Puritans.I	hate	'em,	and	so	does	Kit,	our	protagonist,	who	is	forced	to	leave	wealth	and	the	paradise	that	is	Barbados	for	the	bleak,	never	ending	Puritans	and	snow.I	think	this	is	known	as	“hell,”	or	purgatory,	at	the	very	least.Poor	Kit.And	poor	me.	But	once	I	let	go	of	my	attachment	to	the	perfect	witch,	I	allowed	this	Newberry	winner
from	1958	and	Kit	Tyler	to	capture	my	attention,	and	I	found	an	“old	school”	appealing	story	and	a	winning	protagonist.This	is	good,	clean	story-telling,	and	it's	a	surprisingly	romantic	coming-of-age	story	as	well.	And,	God	as	my	witness,	as	I	finished	up	the	story	today,	my	9-year-old	daughter	arrived	home	carrying	a	giant,	black	cauldron	from	a	thrift
store.	I	retreat	to	my	lair	with	magical	thoughts.50-from-the-1950s	a-connecticut-yankee	grab-your-broom	February	12,	2008"Buy	the	truth,	and	do	not	sell	it,also	wisdom	and	instruction	and	understanding"	->	Psalm	23:23A	wholly	satisfying	read	(and	respectable	look	at	Puritan	life)!	(I'm	a	23	yr	old	[in	college]	guy,	and->)	Who	knew	I'd	get	so
emotionally	invested??	I	certainly	didn't.	There	were	several	parts	when	I	was	legitimately	frustrated,	angry,	and	a	little	teary-eyed	(to	level	with	you...).	My	favorite	scenes	were	quite	easily	John's	return	home	(the	teary-eyes;	c'mon->	I'm	just	trying	to	give	you	an	honest	review)	as	well	as	the	final	pages	of	the	book.	Sidenote->	With	a	character	named
"Thankful	Peabody",	how	could	you	possibly	go	wrong?	Sidenote-sidenote->	Goodwife	Cruff	was	completely	(and	impressively)	unlikeable.	If	I'm	lucky	enough	to	have	a	daughter	or	two,	this	one'll	most	definitely	have	a	space	their	bookshelf.September	24,	2017My	autumn	witch-a-thon	continues	with	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond,	the	Newberry	Medal
winning	novel	by	Elizabeth	George	Speare.	Published	in	1958,	I	gather	this	is	required	reading	in	some	public	schools;	The	Bookman	in	Orange	carries	new	copies,	while	a	buddy	of	mine	named	Steve	Green	at	McClain's	Coffeehouse	in	Fullerton	caught	me	reading	this	and	experienced	a	bad	flashback	to	his	junior	high	days.	I	was	enamored	by	the	finesse
with	which	Speare	propels	her	narrative	and	the	historical	detail	she	wields,	but	the	story	didn't	deliver	on	my	wicked	witch-a-thon	expectations	and	suffers	from	issues	common	to	the	Young	Adult	genre.The	drama	centers	on	Katherine	"Kit"	Tyler,	a	sixteen-year-old	who	arrives	in	the	Connecticut	Colony	in	April	1687.	Born	and	raised	on	a	plantation	in
Barbados	with	her	grandfather,	Kit	departs	for	the	Colonies	after	his	passing	to	live	with	her	Aunt	Rachel.	Aboard	the	Dolphin	as	it	docks	in	the	village	of	Saybrook,	Kit	meets	two	young	men:	Nathaniel	"Nat"	Eaton,	son	of	the	vessel's	captain,	and	John	Holbrook,	a	clergyman	headed	to	the	town	of	Wethersby	upriver	to	study	with	a	reverend	doctor.	When
a	wooden	doll	belonging	to	a	put	upon	child	named	Prudence	goes	overboard,	Kit	boldly	dives	in	to	the	bay	to	retrieve	it,	alarming	those	who	have	never	known	a	woman	to	swim.Kit	continues	to	make	waves	by	revealing	to	Holbrook	that	she	can	read.	Upon	finally	reaching	Wethersby	when	the	winds	permit,	Kit	reveals	to	the	captain	that	she	has	not	sent
word	to	her	aunt	of	her	arrival	and	her	seven	trunks	must	be	transported	to	"town,"	which	Kit	is	shocked	to	learn	is	little	more	than	a	church,	a	square	and	the	scattered	homes	or	fields	of	the	Puritan	villagers.	Aunt	Rachel	initially	mistakes	Kit	for	her	dead	sister,	but	is	welcomed,	even	when	Kit	notifies	her	aunt	that	she	has	come	to	live	with	them.	Her
uncle	Matthew	is	a	taciturn	farmer	whose	word	is	law,	and	does	not	truck	to	his	daughters	Judith	and	Mercy	idling	the	day	away	trying	on	the	dresses	Kit	offer	as	presents.Her	uncle	regarded	her	with	scorn.	"No	one	in	my	family	has	any	use	for	such	frippery,"	he	said,	coldly.	"Nor	are	we	beholden	on	anyone's	charity	for	our	clothing.""But	they	are	gifts,"
cried	Kit,	tears	of	hurt	and	anger	springing	to	her	eyes.	"Everyone	brings--""Be	quiet,	girl!	It	is	time	you	understood	one	thing	at	the	start.	This	will	be	your	home,	since	you	have	no	other,	but	you	will	fit	yourself	to	our	ways	and	do	no	more	to	interrupt	the	work	of	the	household	or	to	turn	the	heads	of	my	daughters	with	your	vanity.	Now	you	will	close
your	trunks	and	allow	them	to	get	about	the	work	they	have	neglected.	Rachel,	take	off	that	ridiculous	thing!""Even	the	gloves,	Father?"	Judith	was	still	rebellious.	"Everyone	wears	gloves	to	Meeting.""Everything.	No	member	of	my	household	will	appear	in	public	in	such	unseemly	apparel."Mercy	had	said	no	word,	but	now	as	she	folded	the	blue	shawl
and	laid	it	quietly	on	top	of	the	trunk,	Rachel	found	courage	for	her	only	protest.	"Will	you	allow	Mercy	to	keep	the	shawl?"	she	pleaded.	"'Tis	not	gaudy,	and	'twill	keep	off	the	draft	there	by	the	chimney."Matthew's	glance	moved	from	the	shawl	to	his	daughter's	quiet	eyes,	and	barely	perceptibly	the	grim	line	of	his	jaw	relaxed.	So	there	was	one	weakness
in	this	hard	man!Kit	tries	her	best	to	fit	in	to	the	Puritan	village.	Upon	learning	that	her	people	have	no	servants,	she	tries	to	earn	her	keep	carding	wool,	preparing	meals	or	making	soap.	Bossy	Judith	settles	on	assigning	her	cousin	corn	pudding.	To	the	more	sympathetic	Mercy,	Kit	reveals	the	reason	she	did	not	give	her	aunt	prior	notice	is	that	her	late
grandfather's	debts	made	her	vulnerable	to	marriage	to	one	of	his	creditors.	The	runaway	bride	turns	heads	by	attending	Sabbath	Meeting	in	silk,	the	only	outfit	she	has.	Kit	despairs	that	the	boring	service	lasts	practically	all	day,	but	garners	the	attention	of	William	Ashby,	a	wealthy	young	suitor	who	has	never	seen	anything	like	her.The	stranger	in	a
strange	land	begins	to	find	her	stride	when	she	assists	Mercy	in	teaching	the	dame	school	for	young	children.	Helping	Judith	weed	the	onion	field	out	by	Blackbird	Pond,	Kit	inquires	about	a	shack	out	there	in	the	tranquil	meadow	and	is	told	a	witch	lives	there,	a	Quaker	named	Hannah	Tupper.	When	Kit	improvises	a	lesson	by	involving	her	students	in
playacting	a	Bible	scene,	chaos	erupts	and	her	Puritan	observers	fire	Kit.	She	flees	to	the	meadow	for	solace,	where	she	is	comforted	by	Hannah	and	learns	that	the	woman	is	no	witch,	just	a	misunderstood	widow	who's	persecuted	in	Massachusetts	for	her	religious	beliefs.	Kit	befriends	the	old	woman.Kit	summons	the	courage	to	ask	for	her	job	back.
William	has	come	courting	Kit,	with	John	Holbrook	putting	in	similar	family	time	with	Mercy,	but	Kit	finds	her	thoughts	turning	back	to	Nat,	who	she	encounters	at	Hannah's	home	delivering	her	goods	and	helping	with	repairs	to	her	roof.	Uncle	Matthew	forbids	Kit	from	visiting	the	Quaker,	which	Kit	ignores	with	support	from	her	aunt.	She	even	starts	to
teach	her	young	fan	Prudence	how	to	read	in	secret,	introducing	her	to	Hannah	and	turning	over	lessons	to	the	old	woman.	But	when	a	fever	afflicts	the	youth	of	the	village,	Hannah	is	singled	out	as	the	cause	and	the	rebellious	Kit's	relationship	with	the	woman	pulls	her	into	the	witch	hunt."Do	you	deny	that	on	a	certain	day	in	August	last,	on	passing	the
pasture	of	Goodman	Whittlesley	you	cast	a	spell	upon	his	cattle	so	that	they	were	rooted	to	the	ground	where	they	stood	and	refused	to	answer	his	call	or	to	give	any	milk	on	that	evening?""Goodman	Whittlesley,	will	you	repeat	your	complaint	for	this	assembly?"Her	head	reeling,	Kit	stood	helpless	as,	one	after	the	other,	they	rose	and	made	their
complaints,	these	men	and	women	whom	she	scarcely	recognized.	The	evidence	rolled	against	her	like	a	dark	wave.One	man's	child	had	cried	aloud	all	night	that	someone	was	sticking	pins	into	him.	Another	child	had	seen	a	dark	creature	with	horns	at	the	foot	of	her	bed.	A	woman	who	lived	along	South	Road	testified	that	one	morning	Kit	had	stopped
and	spoken	to	her	child	and	that	within	ten	minutes	the	child	had	fallen	into	a	fit	and	lain	ill	for	five	days.	Another	woman	testified	that	one	afternoon	last	September	she	had	been	sitting	in	the	window,	sewing	a	jacket	for	her	husband,	when	she	had	looked	up	and	seen	Kit	walking	past	her	house,	staring	up	at	the	window	in	a	strange	manner.
Whereupon,	try	as	she	would,	the	sleeve	would	never	set	right	in	the	jacket.	A	man	swore	he	had	seen	Kit	and	Goody	Tupper	dance	round	a	fire	in	the	meadow	one	moonlit	night,	and	that	a	great	black	man,	taller	tan	an	Indian,	had	suddenly	appeared	from	nowhere	and	joined	in	the	dance.Elizabeth	George	Speare	does	a	wonderful	job	of	not	only	placing
the	reader	in	a	working	Puritan	village	in	the	17th	century	but	populating	her	story	with	compelling	characters	and	leaving	the	readers	with	a	good	message.	If	it	adhered	a	bit	closer	to	history,	it's	a	story	that	had	the	potential	for	great	violence	and	tragedy,	but	perhaps	due	to	its	young	audience,	everything	turns	out	happy	in	the	end.	I	liked	how	Speare
introduces	close	to	a	dozen	characters,	assigning	them	roles	in	the	village	and	personalities	that	distinguish	them	from	one	another.	Most	of	the	characters	remain	static,	while	Uncle	Matthew	and	Nat	evolve	the	more	they	come	to	understand	and	appreciate	Kit.	The	prose	is	poised	and	illustrates	its	setting	quite	effectively.What	a	pity	every	child
couldn't	learn	to	read	under	a	willow	tree,	Kit	thought	a	week	later.	She	and	Prudence	sat	on	a	cool	grassy	carpet.	A	pale	green	curtain	of	branches	just	brushed	the	grasses	and	threw	a	filigree	of	shadows,	as	delicate	as	the	wrought	silver,	on	the	child's	face.	This	was	the	third	lesson.	At	first	Prudence	had	been	speechless.	In	all	her	short	life	the	child
had	seldom	seen,	and	certainly	never	held	in	her	hands,	anything	so	lovely	as	the	exquisite	little	silver	hornbook.	For	long	moments	she	had	been	too	dazed	that	the	tiny	alphabet	fastened	to	it	were	made	up	of	the	same	a's	and	b's	that	she	had	overheard	through	the	school	doorway.	But	now,	by	this	third	meeting,	she	was	drinking	in	the	precious	letters
so	speedily	that	Kit	knew	she	must	soon	find	a	primer	as	well.There's	a	lot	of	Drama(!)	in	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond,	with	the	sister	who	loves	the	boy	who	loves	the	other	sister,	and	parents	who	just	don't	understand.	I	was	amused	by	the	suggestion	that	teenagers	were	apparently	running	wild	in	the	streets	as	far	back	as	the	first	Thanksgiving.	Speare
handles	her	story	with	class,	with	language	that	is	poised	and	vivid,	and	takes	her	historical	subject	matter	seriously.	That	was	my	problem	with	the	novel:	nothing	eerie	or	frightening	occurs.	Hannah	Tupper	is	easily	the	most	static	and	forgettable	character	in	the	book	despite	being	the	title	character.	Cover	art	over	the	years	hints	at	different	types	of
books.	My	favorite	is	Cover	#4,	from	the	first	Dell	printing	in	1971.	This	promises	a	far	out	chiller	and	a	thriller	featuring	a	spooky	witch	haunting	the	countryside.	I	love	the	proportionality	of	its	elements	and	the	beguiling	mood	it	conjures.	Cover	#1	accurately	reflects	the	YA	novel	the	author	wrote,	which	despite	the	colonial	setting	and	high	level	of



writing,	is	in	many	ways	a	generic	teen	book.	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	is	a	good	book,	but	not	one	I'd	recommend	to	get	the	pulse	racing	on	Halloween.November	1,	2019Not	anything	like	my	preconceived	notion,	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	is	a	wonderful	young	adult	novel	set	in	the	late	1600s	in	New	England	among	the	Puritans.	Kit	Tyler	has
arrived	on	a	ship	from	Barbados	and	doesn't	fit	in	from	her	first	moments	in	Connecticut	when	she	reveals	that	she	can	swim.	The	neighbors	think	she	must	be	a	witch	since	she	can	float!	Her	relatives	take	her	in	reluctantly	and	Kit	tried	to	make	herself	useful	by	working	hard	in	this	new	grim	environment,	so	unlike	the	tropical	paradise	she	was	born	in.
Kit	comes	from	an	affluent	family	whose	work	was	done	by	slaves	that	they	owned.	Her	hardy	Connecticut	cousins	try	to	make	her	understand	how	wrong	this	is.	Kit's	loneliness	and	despair	soon	bring	her	to	connect	with	another	outcast	from	the	Puritan's	society.	This	connection	may	mean	Kit's	death.Bren	fall	in	love	with	the	sea.December	22,
2023“What	a	pity	every	child	couldn't	learn	to	read	under	a	willow	tree...”	―	Elizabeth	George	Speare,	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	PondA	book	from	my	childhood	and	one	of	the	best	pieces	of	Historical	fiction..one	of	the	best	BOOKS..I	have	ever	read.PLEASE	do	not	go	into	this..if	you	have	not	read	it..thinking	it	is	only	for	children	or	young	adults.	Do	you
know	how	many	people	I	know	who	read	this	in	adulthood?	So	have	I	although	my	first	reading	of	it	was	in	my	childhood.So	Kit	is	a	newcomer	to	the	United	States.	She	has	come	here	from	Barbados.	She	knows	nobody.	She	knows	nothing	of	the	Puritan	culture.	Her	grandfather	has	died	and	her	only	family	left	is	her	Aunt	Rachel.	She	has	come	in	the
hopes	of	living	with	Rachel	and	her	family	as	she	is	bereft	and	is	leaving	little	behind.Kit	is	used	to	the	free	spirited	way	of	living	that	she	has	always	embraced	in	Barbados.	She	knows	nothing	of	the	customs	that	guide	New	England.	She	knows	nothing	about	how	the	village	people	regard	women.	She	does	not	know	that	women	here	don't	know	how	to
read,	do	not	know	how	to	swim	and	most	of	all	she	does	not	know	about	witch	trials	and	about	the	rules	governing	the	lands.It	isn't	long	before	Kit	befriends	two	people.	One	of	them	is	Prudence,	a	scared	little	child	whose	family	thinks	she	is	"dumb"	and	as	a	result	she	does	not	go	to	school.	The	other	is	Hannah.	Regarded	with	deep	suspicion	and
mistrust	Hanna	is	a	widow	and	a	Quaker	who	lives	alone.	Nobody	in	the	village	will	speak	to	her.	There	is	a	deep	certainty	amongst	the	villagers	that	Hannah	must	be	a	witch.So	this	is	a	bit	of	what	the	book	is	about	but	I	have	not	even	scratched	the	surface.	It	is	considered	a	classic	and	I	reread	every	few	years	especially	when	I	want	to	go	back	in	time
and	touch	my	childhood.	I	cannot	think	of	a	piece	of	writing	better	in	the	Historical	Fiction	genre	and	if	you	missed	it	as	a	kid	or	an	adult,	it	is	one	that	will	stay	with	you.Now	I	have	some	SPOILERS..just	about	the	ending..so	if	you	have	not	read	it,	stop	here.The	last	scene	is	among	the	most	romantic	and	satisfying	I	have	ever	read.	Likewise	the	trial	and
the	testimony	of	Prudence	are	also	written	so	flawlessly.	I	often	think	of	Kit	and	Nat	and	Mercy	and	Judith	and	John	Holbrook	and	Aunt	Rachel	and	Mathew	and	Prudence	and	Hanna.	They	all	stepped	off	the	pages	and	became	my	friends.	Sometimes	the	smell	of	New	England	will	bring	me	back	to	the	book	as	will	apple	pie,	kittens,	boats	and	the	sound	of
the	ocean.	Please	read	this	book.childhood	classics	educational	September	16,	2012Kit,	Katherine	Tyler,	is	a	free	spirit.	When	her	grandfather	dies,	she	sells	off	his	giant	home	in	Barbados	and	sets	sail	to	find	her	only	remaining	family	in	Connecticut	colony.	She	weathers	a	storm,	avoids	seasickness,	and	even	manages	to	wrangle	two	entire	conversations
out	of	the	blue-eyed	son	of	the	ship’s	captain.However,	the	Connecticut	mainland	has	a	sharper	edge	than	any	of	the	challenges	on	board	ship.	How	can	Kit	bear	the	insidious	patience	required	to	drop	cornmeal	in	a	bowl	one	pinch	at	a	time?	And	the	agony	of	spending	her	entire	Sunday	on	a	hard	pew	in	church	service?	And	the	spiteful	tongue	of	her
cousin	Judith?	But	there	are	far	greater	things	to	fear	in	the	colonies	than	boredom.And	when	Kit	begins	sneaking	away	to	find	her	own	happiness.The	real	danger	begins.	I	love	Kit!	And	Nat	(the	captain’s	son)!	And	Hannah	(the	Quaker	woman	who	shares	soft	kittens	and	blueberry	pie).	And	Prudence	(the	little	girl	who	needs	Kit	almost	as	much	as	Kit
needs	her).	This	is	one	of	my	favorite	books.	Full	of	wonderful	historical	detail	but	also	fun,	alive	characters	that	you	feel	as	though	you	would	love	to	meet.	I’ve	read	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	at	least	a	dozen	times—maybe	two-dozen.	And	now	may	have	to	read	it	again.February	22,	2017This	book	got	me	into	historical	fiction	which	is	the	genre
perhaps	closest	to	my	heart.	The	conflict	between	freedom	and	responsibility,	between	individual	and	family	and	community	ring	as	clear	today	as	they	did	when	I	first	read	this	book	as	a	kidJanuary	6,	2019My	wife	Barb	had	read	this	back	in	the	90s,	and	mentioned	to	me	at	the	time	how	much	she	liked	it,	which	had	put	it	on	my	radar.	So	last	fall,	when	I
was	considering	a	new	book	to	read	aloud	to	her,	I	selected	this	one,	guessing	rightly	that	after	the	lapse	of	25	years	or	so,	it	would	be	like	a	new	read.	The	very	short	Goodreads	description	for	this	edition	says	it	"brings	to	life	the	witch	hysteria	of	Puritan	New	England."	That's	true	as	far	as	it	goes,	but	very	incomplete;	one	plot	strand	depicts	the	witch
hysteria	of	that	day,	rising	to	an	intense	climax	that	evokes	considerable	drama	and	suspense,	but	there's	significantly	more	to	the	book	than	that.	(The	cover	blurb	tends	to	be	more	lurid	and	Gothic	than	the	book	itself	justifies,	as	well.)	It's	solid	historical	fiction	(the	kind	that	earned	a	Newbery	Award,	at	a	time	when	quality	was	required	for	that)	rather
than	schmaltzy	melodrama.	The	16-17	year	old	heroine/viewpoint	character	will	appeal	to	teens,	but	adults	can	thoroughly	appreciate	the	novel	as	well.Our	setting	is	the	fictional	town	of	Wethersfield	in	the	colony	of	Connecticut	in	1687-88,	on	the	cusp	of	England's	Glorious	Revolution,	a	time	when	New	England	history	buffs	know	that	royal	governor	Sir
Edmund	Andros	was	pushing	the	envelope	of	royal	absolutism	to	its	limit.	(Speare	does	an	excellent	job	of	working	this	historical	backdrop	into	the	fabric	of	the	story.)	But	we	see	it	through	eyes	that	can	view	it	with	more	than	slight	detachment:	those	of	Katherine	"Kit"	Tyler,	born	and	raised	on	Barbados,	in	a	very	different	milieu.	Orphaned	young,	she
was	raised	by	her	now	dead,	wealthy	grandfather;	but	misuse	of	his	trust	by	a	thieving	overseer	replaced	the	wealth	with	a	plethora	of	debts,	and	after	his	passing	the	plantation	had	to	be	sold	to	pay	them.	As	our	story	opens,	Kit's	now	sailed	to	Connecticut	--without	sending	any	advance	word	ahead	of	her!--	without	any	money	except	what	paid	for	her
passage,	to	seek	a	home	with	her	mother's	surviving	sister,	Rachel	Wood	(whom	the	niece	has	never	seen),	and	her	family.	Both	she	and	the	Wood	family	are	in	for	culture	shock	galore.IMO,	this	is	a	wonderful	novel,	without	any	significant	downside	that	I	could	see.	It's	a	nuanced	and	fascinating	portrayal	of	human	relationships,	across	cultural	and
generational	lines;	and	Speare	avoids	the	pitfalls	of	caricaturing	Puritan	society	or	creating	cartoon	characters	depicted	as	entirely	good	or	entirely	bad.	Kit's	a	basically	likable	person,	free-spirited	and	kind-hearted,	smart	and	book	loving	(her	grandfather	taught	her	to	read,	and	had	an	extensive	library),	appreciative	of	beauty.	But	she's	also,	at	16,	got	a
definite	lazy	and	entitled	streak,	a	product	of	her	upbringing;	she	takes	for	granted	the	slavery-based	economy	she's	benefited	from	all	of	her	young	life,	and	she	views	the	Crown	with	a	rather	naive	subservience.	(For	all	that	they	tend	to	be	more	narrow,	both	religiously	and	culturally,	than	Kit,	the	New	Englanders	she	meets	tend	to	be	more	on	what	we
would	recognize	as	the	right	side	of	those	issues.)	The	author	also	makes	it	clear	that	New	England	society	isn't	monolithic;	aged	Quaker	Hannah	Tupper,	who	becomes	Kit's	fast	friend,	and	seaman	Nat	Eaton,	with	his	travel-based	broader	outlook,	are	also	part	of	its	fabric,	and	even	among	the	Puritan	congregation	of	Wethersfield,	there	are	differences
in	personalities	and	attitudes.	Most	of	them	aren't	genuinely	malevolent	(though	Goodwife	Cruff	certainly	is,	and	Speare	also	depicts	the	insidious	way	that	mob	psychology,	given	a	chance,	can	work);	they're	just	regular	people,	with	the	same	range	of	moral	and	psychological	qualities	we'd	find	in	a	small	town	today,	and	most	prove	to	be	sympathetic.
Speare	has	also	created,	in	many	cases,	dynamic	characters	--that	is	to	say,	characters	who	can	learn	from	each	other	and	from	experiences,	and	change	some	attitudes	and	perspectives.	And	while	Kit	understandably	doesn't	relate	well	to	the	ultra-long,	tedious	monologue	sermon-centered	Puritan	church	services	twice	on	Sundays,	and	doesn't	support
the	bigotry	against	Quakers,	there's	no	anti-Christian	attitude	on	her	part,	and	no	anti-religious	propaganda	in	the	book.Speare's	plotting	is	perfectly-crafted,	and	her	prose	style	felicitous;	at	just	223	pages,	this	is	an	absorbing,	fast-paced	read	that	held	my	interest	throughout.	If	a	reader	could	devote	time	to	reading	it	without	much	interruption	(Barb
and	I	couldn't,	of	course),	it	would	actually	be	a	quick	read.	A	lifelong	New	Englander	herself,	her	love	for	and	knowledge	of	the	beauties	of	New	England's	natural	world	is	evident	in	many	places	in	the	text.	Finally	(and	which	is	an	important	consideration	for	this	genre)	her	historical	accuracy	and	faithful	reconstruction	of	the	life	and	ethos	of	the	times
are	impeccable.	This	book	really	gives	you	an	appreciation	of	the	back-breaking,	monotonous	labor	that	filled	daily	life,	for	both	sexes	(though	the	focus	is	on	females),	as	well	as	the	community	spirit	and	some	of	the	folkways.	Some	might	say	I	give	too	many	books	five	star	ratings;	but	in	all	honesty,	I	couldn't	give	this	one	any	less!books-i-own	historical-
fictionJanuary	8,	2021This	is	one	of	my	favorite	books	in	a	middle	grade	range.	This,	Heidi,	little	princess,	Secret	Garden,	and	Little	Women	are	some	of	the	best	books	the	grade	level	has	to	offer.	We	meet	Kit	who	is	on	a	boat	heading	to	the	colonies	with	a	group	of	Puritans.	Her	parents	died	and	she	is	moving	to	live	with	her	strict	uncle.	She	wasn't	a
puritan	and	so	the	life	she	comes	into	is	difficult	and	people	don't	trust	her.	The	genius	of	the	books	is	the	old	woman	who	lives	next	to	Blackbird	pond.	This	is	a	marshy	area	and	it	can	flood	so	she	lives	alone,	but	the	woman	loves	the	area	because	of	the	beauty.	The	rest	of	the	town	see	her	as	a	witch.	So	of	course	Kit	finds	refuge	with	this	woman.	I	can
tell	you,	reading	this	the	first	time,	I	simply	hated	these	puritan	people.	They	just	seem	so	cruel	and	harsh	for	no	real	reason.	This	story	is	beautiful	and	it	really	touches	me.	I	should	re-read	this	story	this	year.	It's	a	fantastic	story	and	is	still	a	great	read	for	modern	readers.1950s	award-newberry	award-various	October	12,	20202020	Re-ReadMe:	I	re-
read	this	book	every	year!Also	me:	*	lets	3	years	go	by	between	reading*	Considering	I	own	3	copies	you'd	think	this	one	would	come	up	more.	Re-read	3.22.17I've	read	this	book	easily	over	20,	maybe	30,	times	yet	it	still	remains	one	of	my	all-time	favorites.	......................Re-read	2013I	was	around	11	years	old	the	first	time	Mom	read	The	Witch	of
Blackbird	Pond	by	Elizabeth	George	Speare	out	loud	to	us.	That	was	a	good	year	for	read-out-louds.	We	were	studying	American	history,	and	that	meant	Johnny	Tremain,	Carry	On	Mr	Bowditch,	Sign	of	the	Beaver,	and	Calico	Bush.	My	favorite,	though,	the	book	I	picked	up	and	read	and	re-read	until	I	wore	out	our	copy	and	had	to	buy	a	new	one…that	was
The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond.	It	is	the	first	book	I	remember	reading	over	and	over	and	probably	remains	the	story	I	have	read	the	most.	In	fact,	I	just	re-read	it.	I	wasn’t	sure	I	could	put	words	to	a	review.	Can	something	so	personal	really	be	explained?	Plot:For	those	of	you	who	haven’t	read	it,	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	is	about	orphaned	sixteen-year-
old	Kit	Tyler.	Raised	on	the	beautiful	island	of	Barbados,	Kit	is	forced	to	leave	her	tropical	home	for	the	cold,	uninviting	Connecticut	Colony	of	Wethersfield	where	her	strict	Puritan	relatives	don’t	know	what	to	do	with	her.	Where	once	she	knew	silks	and	petticoats	and	the	care	of	black	slaves,	she	is	now	forced	to	work	and	wear	the	plain	cotton	dress
considered	appropriate	to	the	austere	population.	Her	only	comfort	is	found	in	the	meadows	where	the	old	Quaker	woman,	Hannah	Tupper,	resides.	Will	she	ever	be	able	to	reconcile	herself	to	the	stubborn	New	England	population,	or	will	she	return	to	Barbados?	And	when	the	unthinkable	happens	and	the	mob	goes	after	Hannah	as	a	witch,	can	she	save
her	in	time?	And	where	does	the	mocking	young	sailor,	Nat	Eaton,	fit	in?	Literary	Love:One	of	my	favorite	passages	is	when	Kit	first	sees	the	meadows…"As	they	came	out	from	the	shelter	of	the	trees	and	the	Great	Meadows	stretched	before	them,	Kit	caught	her	breath.	She	had	not	expected	anything	like	this.	From	the	first	moment,	in	a	way	she	could
never	explain,	the	Meadows	claimed	her	and	made	her	their	own.	As	far	as	she	could	see	they	stretched	on	either	side,	a	great	level	sea	of	green,	broken	here	and	there	by	a	solitary	graceful	elm.	Was	it	the	fields	of	sugar	cane	they	brought	to	mind,	or	the	endless	reach	of	the	ocean	to	meet	the	sky?	Or	was	it	simply	the	sense	of	freedom	and	space	and
light	that	spoke	to	her	of	home?…How	often	she	would	come	back	she	had	no	way	of	foreseeing,	nor	could	she	know	that	never,	in	the	months	to	come,	would	the	Meadows	break	the	promise	they	held	for	her	at	this	moment,	a	promise	of	peace	and	quietness	and	of	comfort	for	a	troubled	heart."Go	and	ahead	and	re-read	that.	Form	each	word	in	your
mouth.	Taste	it.	I	love	the	writing	in	this	book.I	also	love	the	characters.	Hannah	Tupper	used	to	mystify	me.	Where	did	she	go	when	the	floods	came	and	filled	her	little	cottage	by	Blackbird	Pond?	She	was	homey	and	wonderful	and	more	then	once,	I	joined	Kit	and	Prudence	and	Hannah	on	the	sun-warmed	floor	with	the	kittens	and	blueberry	cake	or	sat
in	the	eaves	as	the	roof	as	Kit	and	Nat	re-thatched	it.	There	is	lots	of	character	change,	whether	Kit	learning	to	love	her	new	homeland	or	her	cousin	Judith	navigating	beaus.	I	love	Kit’s	cousin	Mercy.	I	think	Nat	might	have	been	my	first	Favorite	Literary	Guy.	More	than	anything,	though,	more	than	the	characters	and	the	writing…I	love	the	time	this
takes	place.	When	men	and	women	grew	up	fast	and	worked	hard.	When	America	was	tamed	by	colonist	and	their	fight	for	the	independence.	I	love	the	description	of	the	New	England	men,	firm	rock.	Uncle	Matthew,	John	Holbrook,	William	Ashby,	and	of	course	Nat	Eaton.	They	valued	their	independence	and	would	not	easily	submit	to	a	King’s	rule,	a
King’s	governor,	or	extra	taxes	on	the	land	they	tamed	with	their	own	hand.	This	is	the	true	founding	of	the	United	States.	The	beginning	steps	that	led	up	to	Lexington	and	the	Declaration	of	Independence	and	on	and	on….All	in	a	novel.	It’s	books	like	this	one	that	prove	why	stories	can	be	so	powerful.	There	is	no	deeper	meaning	carefully	hidden	in	the
pages,	you	don’t	have	to	have	a	doctorate	to	discern	the	story.	It’s	a	good	novel,	comforting	and	well-written,	but	it	is	also	a	young	woman	from	Barbados,	a	Royalist,	a	total	stranger	coming	to	understand	and	love	the	spirit	that	tamed	the	colonies.	It	was	a	spirit	that	fed	me	as	a	girl,	that	formed	deep	within	and	taught	me	to	hope	and	dream.	It	was	a
spirit	that	found	strength	from	the	novels	I	loved	and	the	history	I	read.	So	to	understand	me,	you	have	to	try	and	understand	that	part	of	me.	The	reason	I	was	probably	the	only	high	school	girl	with	a	picture	of	George	Washington	hanging	above	my	bed	instead	of	a	favorite	pop-band.	The	reason	the	Revolutionary	War	captures	my	imagination	so.	The
reason	I	can	get	so	excited	over	long	dead	philosophers	like	John	Locke	and	Charles	de	Montesquieu.	Because	they	wrote	about	freedom.	I	look	out	my	window,	and	I	see	carefully	paved	roads,	solid	houses,	and	trees	that	have	never	felt	the	bite	of	an	ax.	But	go	a	little	farther	and	you	can	see	the	stone-field	farmhouse	from	the	1800s	where	my
Grandparents	live	and	my	ancestors	settled	many,	many	years	ago.	Go	a	little	farther	and	you	can	see	the	one-room	school	house	still	standing	where	my	relative	many,	many	years	ago	taught	school	to	the	pioneer	children.	Go	back	even	farther	and	watch	as	my	ancestor	joined	in	signing	the	Mayflower	Compact.	Go	back	farther	and	trace	British	roots
and	the	sense	of	personal	freedom	stretching	from	the	Magna	Carta	to	the	book	of	Deuteronomy	and	on	and	on.	Patriotic	is	sort	of	a	cheesy	word	these	days.	Red,	white	and	blue.	And	yet	it	is	possible	for	us	to	be	patriotic	because	of	those	log	cabins	and	the	ships	that	traded	dangerously	in	wind-tossed	sea.	It	is	possible	for	us	to	be	patriotic	because	our
ancestors	so	many	years	ago	stood	up	for	their	rights	and	freedom	against	the	King.	I	love	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	because	that	rock	that	Kit	learns	to	lean	on,	that	stubborn	independence,	that	fight	for	liberty….that’s	in	my	blood.	Our	culture	may	dilute	it.	Historians	may	re-write	it.	The	well-manicured	lawns	outside	my	window	may	poo-poo	it.	But	I
know,	deep	down	inside,	that	when	the	time	comes,	we	must	fight	for	our	rights.	The	United	States	was	an	experiment.	It	was	men	fighting	the	charters	of	their	King.	And	though	time	may	lull	us,	the	experiment	is	not	yet	over.	That	is	what	I	know,	and	that	is	why	this	book	is	so	important	to	me.	Published	on	Fernweh's	Call	3,	2019Wethersfield,
Connecticut	Colony,	1687As	the	granddaughter	of	a	wealthy	plantation	owner,	Katherine	“Kit”	Tyler	was	considered	a	person	of	importance	in	her	childhood	home	on	Barbados.	Now	that	Grandfather	is	dead,	Kit	has	pleaded	with	her	Aunt	Rachel	in	Connecticut	to	take	her	in.	Aunt	Rachel	gladly	opens	her	home	to	Kit,	but	Rachel’s	husband,	Puritan	elder
Matthew	Wood,	is	less	enthused.	Kit	is	very	much	a	part	of	the	mainstream	Anglican	culture	of	the	day—she’s	a	fan	of	playacting	and	colorful	clothing.	Matthew	is	worried	that	his	niece	will	be	a	bad	influence	on	his	teenage	daughters,	and	that	she	might	draw	negative	attention	to	his	household.	Matthew’s	fears	of	public	disapproval	are	not	entirely
baseless.	Wethersfield	is	peopled	with	paranoid	gossips.	Like	all	New	England	residents	in	the	seventeenth	century,	they	must	constantly	strive	against	the	elements	for	survival	and	have	almost	no	leisure	time.	But	as	Puritans	particularly,	they	have	left	themselves	almost	no	amusements	save	fomenting	mistrust	of	any	neighbor	who’s	even	a	bit
unusual.Kit	is	sheltered	and	spoiled,	but	naturally	kind	and	brave.	She	tries	admirably	to	adapt	to	her	new	home.	But	on	a	particularly	trying	day,	she	meets	elderly	Hannah	Tupper,	a	Quaker	widow	cast	out	of	the	community.	Hannah’s	house	becomes	a	hideout	for	local	misfits,	including	Kit,	abused	little	Prudence	Cruff,	and	handsome	Nat	Eaton	from	the
neighboring	settlement.	A	foul	wind	is	starting	to	blow	through	New	England…Content	AdvisoryViolence:	Hanging	mentioned	but	doesn’t	happen.Sex:	Nothing.Language:	Nothing.Substance	Abuse:	Nothing.Nightmare	Fuel:	Nothing.Politics	&	Religion:	Kit	has	an	alarmingly	cavalier	attitude	about	the	African	slave	trade,	which	surfaces	once	or	twice.	Nat
disagrees	with	her	rather	vehemently	on	the	subject,	and	it’s	implied	that	he	may	be	able	to	change	her	mind	in	the	future.	The	people	of	Wethersfield	have	ostracized	Hannah	because	she’s	a	Quaker.	She	is	not	a	witch	in	any	sense	of	the	word,	and	nor	is	anyone	else	in	the	book.	At	Kit’s	trial,	common	accusations	against	alleged	witches	are	tossed	about,
including	that	she	was	seen	conversing	with	the	Devil.ConclusionsThe	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	has	been	a	favorite	of	mine	since	I	was	about	eleven.	While	often	used	in	social	studies	classes	to	reinforce	lessons	on	the	Salem	Witch	Trials,	the	book	itself	is	set	in	a	different	colony,	a	few	years	before	the	Salem	hysteria	began,	and	its	accusers	are	not	that
notorious	group	of	girls.	It’s	a	precursor	to	those	events,	but	on	a	smaller	scale,	and	luckily	ends	with	Hannah,	Nat,	Kit	and	Prudence	all	alive	and	well.	But	while	the	sword	does	not	fall	on	the	main	characters,	Speare	does	a	fine	job	establishing	a	tension	in	the	novel’s	atmosphere	that	lingers	even	after	they’re	vindicated.	These	individuals	were	spared,
but	others	will	not	be	so	lucky.There’s	also	a	lot	of	subtle	foreshadowing	of	the	American	Revolution	in	the	dialogue	of	Uncle	Matthew	and	some	of	the	other	town	council	members.	They	bristle	against	the	high-handed	behavior	of	the	King	toward	the	colonists,	and	they	predict	that	this	discontent	will	eventually	turn	bloody,	although	they	are	not	sure
they’ll	be	alive	to	see	it	happen.	The	event	they	foresaw	finally	arrived	ninety	years	later,	and	while	they	were	long-dead,	one	can	imagine	that	their	descendants	were	at	the	head	of	it.	You	can	tell	that	Speare	took	great	pride	in	her	fiery	New	England	ancestors.A	big	part	of	this	book’s	enduring	appeal	is	how	relatable	its	heroine	is.	Poor	Kit.	She’s
impulsive	and	rather	spoiled,	but	always	means	well,	and	strives	not	to	make	waves	except	when	she	needs	to.	She	is	misunderstood	by	most	and	reviled	by	many.	The	only	people	who	understand	her	are	an	elderly	person,	a	child,	and	an	attractive	male	peer	who	doesn’t	fit	neatly	in	the	Puritan	youth	box	either.	Kit	learns	that	the	quantity	of	friends	one
has	means	nothing,	but	the	quality	of	those	friends	means	everything.	Speare	is	also	quite	adept	at	conveying	a	lot	of	interpersonal	drama	with	a	large	cast,	in	a	comparatively	short	book,	without	making	it	seem	crammed.	Like	The	Bronze	Bow,	there’s	a	lot	of	young	characters	here	struggling	to	balance	their	ideals	with	families	and	courtships.	It	adds	a
great	deal	of	human	interest	to	the	story	without	ever	tipping	over	into	soap	opera	territory.	I	cared	about	how	the	little	dance	between	Kit	and	Nat,	Judith	and	William,	and	Mercy	and	John	would	resolve	itself—because	they	were	all	likeable	enough,	they	all	had	lives	outside	of	their	romantic	travails,	and	the	book’s	main	focus	was	elsewhere.	I	wish	more
authors	these	days	remembered	how	to	do	this…I	love	a	good	romance,	but	it	seems	like	every	book	these	days	forgets	its	real	object	as	it	ruminates	upon	the	raging	hormones	of	its	characters.	Who	cares	about	saving	the	world	when	we	have	love	triangles	to	solve?	It’s	like	the	authors	are	writing	their	own	fanfiction.	The	attitude	of	Blackbird	Pond,
among	other	YA	offerings	from	this	earlier	era	(The	Sherwood	Ring,	The	Perilous	Gard,	The	Bronze	Bow,	Johnny	Tremain,	etc.)	was	that	your	relationship	angst	would	take	care	of	itself	if	you	prioritized	it	behind	more	pressing	matters,	such	as	defending	the	defenseless	and	protecting	one’s	homeland.This	book	has	moments	of	bleakness	and	dread,
balanced	with	cozy	hearthside	family	scenes	that	still	acknowledge	the	darkness	outside.	It	saturates	you	in	the	world	of	the	characters,	riddled	with	ignorance	and	fear	but	shot	through	with	hope,	courage,	and	the	serenity	that	comes	from	doing	the	right	thing.	Worth	reading	no	matter	your	age.	childhood-favorites	childhood-memories	classics	July	22,
2016FULL	REVIEW	HERE:	She	​snatched	at	the	dream	that	had	comforted	her	for	so	long.	It	was	faded	and	thin,	like	a	letter	too	often	read."A	search	of	identity,	belonging,	friendship,	and	breaking	social	class	boundaries,	this	book	is	uncharacteristically	deep	for	young	adult	novels.	Not	only	is	the	time	period	historically	accurate,	but	Elizabeth	George
Spear	incorporates	easy	to	read,	yet	distinct	and	complex,	accents.	From	the	Quaker	'witch',	to	the	Barbados	Kit	Tyler,	to	the	Connecticut	colony	residents,	each	of	the	many	characters	has	a	personality	that	can't	be	mistaken.	Don't	be	put	off	by	the	title.	There	is	absolutely	no	witchcraft	involved	in	the	book.	It's	basically	a	Salem	Witch	Trial	book	that
takes	place	in	another	New	England	coastal	town,	Wethersfield.A	few	major	themes	in	The	Witch	of	Blackbird	Pond	include	the	political	issues	of	the	17th	century,	religious	differences	from	protestants	and	Quakers,	how	education	differs	from	country	to	country	("What	a	pity	every	child	couldn't	learn	to	read	under	a	willow	tree..."	-Kit,	who	learned	in
Barbados),	judgement	and	how	it	affects	culture...	these	are	just	a	few	of	many	elements.	See?	Didn't	I	say	it	was	deep	for	a	YA	novel?	;)If	you're	into	history,	you'll	love	the	richly	detailed	depiction	of	day-to-day	life	in	17th	century	America.	Even	if	you're	not	(like	me)	you	will	still	definitely	enjoy	this	Newberry	Medal-winning	classic.We'd	love	to	hear	your
thoughts!	Please	feel	free	to	comment	on	the	blog!	15,	2008A	serious	favourite	from	my	formative	youth,	strange	and	harsh	and	nearly	illicitly	romantic	so	that	I	reread	it,	no	matter	how	much	Kit's	predicament	upset	and	scared	me	(mobs	and	trials	and	institutions	are	some	of	my	worst	fears).Reading	it	quickly	now	-	for	the	first	time	in	English	-	many
decades	after	first	finding	it	in	the	small	town	library,	I'm	struck	by	how	good	a	book	it	is.	Many,	amongst	them	the	woman	who	"raised/formed"	me	as	well	as	Narnia,	crumble	in	retrospect,	but	there	was	a	reason	I'd	remembered	the	title	and	found	this	book	and	even	wrote	a	report	on	it	at	my	brief	stint	working	in	a	bookshop,	a	report	also	decades	after
having	read	it.Due	to	circumstances	I'd	like	to	explain	elsewhere,	I've	been	searching	romance	novels	again,	tempted	by	what	I	know	are	false	reviews	and	would	lead	only	to	more	bad,	boring	and	soul-sapping	money-wasters.	This	children's	book	has	more	romance	than	ANY	of	the	official	adult	romances,	even	should	those	have	explicit	sex	scenes.	Nat's
wiry	figure,	his	hard	tanned	wrists	in	the	stocks,	how	Kit	sees	those	glimpses	is	so	much	more	effective	and	still	to	my	taste	after	all	those	years.The	terror	of	the	mob	is	lessened,	and	I	took	in	more	of	the	political	situation	(Royalists	and	American	rebels),	but	I'm	still	surprised	that	Speare	wrote	such	a	liberal	book	50	years	ago.	Of	course	Puritans	today
are	also	positive	like	Gale	portrayed	them	in	"Notes",	but	to	realise	it	was	just	Quakers	they	branded	and	killed	and	to	see	tiny	inserts	about	how	the	baby	son	died	because	he	had	to	be	christened	in	the	freezing	cold	is	unusual.There	is	a	great	economy	of	writing,	nothing	superfluous,	another	mark	of	all	the	books	I	wanted	to	keep	and	not	return	to	the
library,	back	when	I	read	a	lot	without	it	all	getting	mixed	up	or	being	washed	out,	when	I	reread;	all	those	books	seem	so	much	shorter	now,	but	it's	THERE,	just	as	in	old	movies	-	more	content	in	less	space.Speare	also	shows	great	fairness,	shows	how	the	gruff	and	initially	"hateful"	uncle	is	a	good	man,	having	fought	hard,	his	grief	and	load	shown	in	a
single	simple	powerful	image,	his	politics	and	those	of	other	men	balanced	to	cross	over,	checkboard,	religion	and	politics	and	ethics	not	all	given	to	the	"good"	or	"bad"	side.I	had	forgotten	that	the	old	"witch"	was	saved,	and	even	the	cat,	and	was	glad.	I	had	not	forgotten	that	the	beautiful	young	priest	came	back	and	fell	into	the	lap	of	the	crippled	girl,
or	how	Kit	met	Nate	again	in	the	bright	sunny	wheat	field,	and	the	pleasant	surprise	of	that	at	my	first	read.It	should	be	public	knowledge	by	now	that	it's	not	easier	to	write	for	children	than	for	adults.	I	hope	as	much	care	is	still	paid	to	YA	Lit.,	because	it's	missing	in	romance	and	fantasy	novels,	the	genres	we	progress	to	as	"adults".	I	wish	there	were
adult	books	like	this.ETA:	since	the	Swedish	series	Gulla	was	another	formative	book	before	I	went	into	romantic	thriller	land,	I	guess	there	is	Puritan	in	me	or	my	upbringing.April	29,	2016So.	I	read	this	for	the	first	time	since	5th	grade.As	a	kid,	the	romance	between	Kit	&	Nat	gave	me	great	anxiety.	I	really	wanted	them	to	end	up	together.	The	idea	that
they	might	not	was	excruciating	because	it	was	SO	OBVIOUS!!!	that	they	were	the	OTP	of	this	book...so	when	I	picked	it	up	again	after	so	many	years,	I	remembered	little	else	about	the	story.	But	as	an	adult,	two	things	stand	out:	the	relationship	between	Kit	&	her	uncle	Matthew,	&	the	complete	lack	of	sexual	menace	in	a	period	rife	with	that	particular
issue.I	really	liked	the	way	Kit	&	Matthew's	interactions	developed.	They	butt	heads	over	huge	differences	in	ideology,	both	religious	&	political;	Kit	makes	no	apologies	for	having	owned	slaves	in	the	past	(which	is	great	--	no	overly	sanitized	21st	century	disease)	&	she	doesn't	understand	her	uncle's	Puritan	obsession	with	work,	work,	work	for	the
enjoyment	of	working.	Matthew,	meanwhile,	thinks	Kit	is	too	lazy	&	needs	supervision	to	finish	basic	chores	(which	she	does);	her	religious	training	is	lax	(which	it	is);	her	flouting	convention	sometimes	goes	too	far	(which	it	does).	But	for	all	that,	he's	clearly	a	good	man.	He	takes	her	in,	treats	her	as	equal	to	his	daughters,	&	stands	up	for	her	in	public	--
all	of	which	Kit	gradually	comes	to	appreciate.	Reading	between	the	lines,	we	also	see	how	Matthew	comes	to	esteem	her	'wild'	instincts	of	charity	&	inclusion,	&	I	thought	they	were	very	realistic	in	terms	of	guardian	&	ward.	By	the	close	of	the	book	they	still	don't	agree	on	everything,	but	they	do	respect	each	other.That	said,	this	is	clearly	a	book	for
younger	readers.	None	of	the	male	characters	ever	thinks	or	behaves	in	any	way	improper,	no	matter	their	age	or	role	in	the	story.	There's	no	exploration	of	the	sexual	jealousy	that	was	so	important	to	the	Salem-area	paranoia	--	particularly	with	young,	pretty	'witches'	like	Kit,	who	were	frequently	charged	with	wantonly	tempting	the	so-called
upstanding	male	citizens.	It's	not	that	there	wasn't	plenty	of	room	for	these	elements	in	the	storyline	--	rather,	they	were	nonexistent.	Likewise,	Kit's	adventures	could	well	be	the	outline	for	an	excellent	bodice	ripper	--	but	the	author	glossed	over	much	of	the	peril	inherent	in	her	story.	It's	a	book	which	would	take	only	a	small	nudge	to	turn	into	a
gripping	ripper-style	novel	for	adults...but	it's	a	young	adult	read	from	40+	years	ago,	so	that	nudge	is	simply	not	there.	It's	not	that	I	demand	every	book	flaunt	a	score	of	hardcore	ripper	themes,	but	when	the	plot	presents	SO	MANY	opportunities	&	ignores	them...well,	that's	disappointing	to	my	sophisticated	eyes	of	adulthood.**	Certainly	I	loved	this
book	as	a	5th	grader.	Nowadays	I	call	it	an	enjoyable	light	read	&	give	3.5	stars,	but	I'm	rounding	up	for	the	sake	of	nostalgia.	(I	still	love	that	beautiful	red	cover,	though.	It's	one	of	my	favorites.)**Says	the	girl	who	will	never	give	up	her	Ghostbusters	dvd.	Never,	dammit.	That's	a	big	twinkie.cover-lust	cover-me-red	historical	February	8,	2016This	is	a
breathtaking	book.	It	takes	us	to	Puritan	New	England,	in	the	colony	of	Connecticut.	Sixteen	year	old	Katherine	(Kit)	arrives	in	America	after	having	been	brought	up	by	her	grandfather	in	Barbados.	Her	liberal	Shakespeare-reading,	ocean-swimming,	silk-dress	wearing	upbringing	did	nothing	to	prepare	her	for	the	inflexibility	and	piousness	of	her	aunt’s
family	that	takes	her	in.	In	fact,	Kit’s	free	thinking	and	outspoken	ways	create	suspicion	and	irrational	fear.Speare’s	characters	are	fleshed	out	and	conflicted	and	it	is	a	pleasure	to	watch	them	learn	and	grow	throughout	the	book.	Kit’s	constant	impulsive	decision	making	and	the	inadvertent	consequences	never	felt	contrived.	The	time	period	and	its	rigid
culture	played	a	huge	part	in	the	plot	of	this	novel	–	where	seemingly	harmless	gestures	and	friendships	can	somehow	make	a	person	seem	like	a	Satan-worshipper	and	be	put	on	trial	for	witchcraft.	It	was	a	tremulous	and	frightening	time,	where	politics	were	a	constant	topic	of	conversation	as	the	colonists	were	just	beginning	to	decide	that	they	no
longer	wanted	a	king.Kit’s	indecision	about	what	and	who	she	loves,	and	where	she	belongs,	rang	so	true	to	me.	The	descriptions	of	New	England	itself	and	of	the	traditions	and	chores	of	the	time	were	expertly	woven	into	the	prose.	The	sprinkling	of	romance	throughout	the	story	fit	just	right	and	I	loved	the	ending.	If	you	are	a	lover	of	young	adult
historical	fiction,	this	Newberry	Award	winner	is	a	must-read.2008	american	classics	September	28,	2017Ahoy	there	mateys!	This	being	Banned	Books	Week	and	having	just	finished	a	historical	fiction	about	witchcraft	in	England,	I	thought	it	be	high	time	to	read	the	beloved	favorite.	I	reread	this	in	one	delightful	sitting.This	book	is	a	young	adult
historical	fiction	about	a	girl	named	Katherine,	i.e.	Kit,	who	is	forced	to	leave	her	home	in	Barbados	and	move	to	Connecticut	to	live	with	her	Aunt	and	Uncle.	She	goes	from	a	care-free	rich	island	lifestyle	to	a	hard-working	Puritan	one	in	America.	It	is	a	tale	about	growing	up,	change,	and	family.	And	it	has	witchcraft.	Or	better	yet	it	doesn’t.The	two
people	accused	of	witchcraft	in	the	book	are	not	witches.	However	this	book	has	been	banned	because	of	promoting	witchcraft	and	violence.	Huh?	What	is	shown	instead	are	the	consequences	of	gossiping,	fear,	and	ignorance.	The	book	dispels	the	notions	of	witchcraft	using	proper	proof.	Instead	the	book	promotes	hard	work,	good	relationships,	and
education.	I	find	the	idea	of	banning	this	book	to	be	ludicrous.The	book	certainly	stood	up	to	the	passage	of	time	and	I	found	meself	happily	rediscovering	old	details	that	had	been	clouded	over.	Kit	is	strong,	intelligent,	and	above	all	changes	for	the	better.	The	other	characters	are	equally	well	drawn	and	compelling.	I	love	that	Kit	is	challenged	over	her
ideas	of	politics,	religion,	slavery,	and	class.	It	is	still	fast	paced	and	engrossing.	The	love	and	friendships	and	bonds	formed	by	Kit	and	her	family	and	neighbors	made	me	happy.	I	also	think	credit	goes	to	this	novel	for	teaching	me	to	call	kittens	“tiny	balls	of	fluff.”	I	believe	that	it	completely	deserved	winning	the	Newbery	Medal	of	Honor.If	ye	haven’t
read	this	one	then	hoist	those	sails	and	get	moving!Check	out	me	other	reviews	at	3,	2016This	is	my	9th	Newbery	Medal	book	and	maybe	the	best	so	far.	Well	written	with	good	characters,	especially	Kit	Tyler,	the	young	lady	who	is	the	heroine	of	the	novel.	There	is	a	bit	of	a	history	lesson	here	also	since	the	setting	is	1687	in	Wethersfield	of	the
Connecticut	Colony	where	the	heavy	handed	Puritan's	are	dispensing	their	brand	of	religion	and	law.	You	can	get	an	idea	of	the	plot	from	the	book	description,	but	it	plays	out	on	the	pages	so	well	with	such	a	strong,	young	female	character	that	it's	just	a	pleasure	to	read.1979	Newbery	Medal	winner.2016-book-challenge	5-star-books	childrens	July	7,
2019Read	this	as	a	teen	and	can't	remember	the	plot	to	save	my	life	now.	I	remember	loving	this	author,	though.April	14,	2025April	2025	ReviewI'd	forgotten	much	of	it,	and	this	was	lovely	to	revisit.	For	the	most	part,	it	held	up.	The	writing	is	skilled	and	the	characterization	is	rich.	Speare	even	gives	even	the	side	characters	depth,	somehow	with	just	a
few	words.	The	descriptions	of	the	seasons,	along	with	few	vocabulary	words	unique	to	the	time,	give	this	a	great	atmosphere.This	time,	the	contrast	in	worldviews	stuck	out	to	me,	the	attitude	of:	Those	stuffy	Puritans	with	their	Bible	judge	everybody	and	just	want	to	follow	rules.	Instead,	the	kind	woman	says	"Look	for	answers	in	your	heart."	It's	the
usual	"look	within"	and	"follow	your	heart"	Disney	advice.	Why	couldn't	we	instead	contrast	the	Puritans	with	a	different	version	of	Christianity?	The	author's	overall	unfriendliness	to	Christianity	was	off-putting	to	me.Also	from	Speare:--The	Sign	of	the	Beaver--The	Bronze	BowSeptember	2014	ReviewMasterful.	Unhurried	and	understated.	Simple,	yet
deep	enough	for	a	young	child	to	appreciate	the	first	layer,	while	sensing	something	more...	Beautifully	done.	Highly	recommended	to	anyone	looking	for	a	good	children's	book.I	haven't	read	a	children's	book	this	deep	in	a	long	time.	Every	character	had	inner	conflict	and	multiple	layers...	enough	to	keep	the	interaction	new	and	spontaneous,	their
character	traits	growing,	the	plot	diverse	and	unpredictable.It	was	a	breath	of	fresh	air	not	to	be	able	to	see	what	was	coming	next.	I	was	surprised	by	the	simple	and	understated	ending	--	yay	for	subtext	in	a	kids'	book!	Even	though	this	isn't	really	a	favorite	setting	or	writing	style	for	me,	as	a	fan	I	wished	the	author	would	have	written	even	more
between	Nat	and	Kit!	Sequel	please?!I	can	see	why	my	dear	friend	Amy	loves	this	book	to	pieces.	There	are	true	political	and	cultural	undertones,	and	while	they	don't	overshadow	the	plot	or	characters,	they're	a	part	of	everyday	life.	Wonderful	piece	that	was	moving,	yet	still	realistic.Newbery	Medal	winner	in	1959.books-owned	childrens-books	to-
reread-in-2025October	2,	2024I	remember	reading	this	as	a	9-year-old—	a	few	years	before	moving	to	Connecticut.	Funny.	As	much	as	I	remembered	loving	this	book,	I	had	forgotten	so	much	of	the	story,	including	the	fact	it	took	place	in	Connecticut!It	is	a	book	that	has	aged	beautifully.	Well-written,	filled	with	solid	characters	and	a	young	heroine
perfect	for	any	time.	Puritans.	Scary	accusations	of	witchcraft.	And	finding	a	place	or	a	person	that	fits.	Timeless!!I’m	so	glad	I	revisited	this	childhood	favorite.	It	was	a	step	back	in	Connecticut’s	history	as	well	as	my	own.(Reviewed	7/1/19)2019-goal	historical-fiction	young-adultSeptember	13,	2016Now	I	recall	why	I	wasn't	a	huge	fan	of	his	book	while	I
was	a	kid.	Between	the	main	character	lamenting	every	single	moment	that	she's	being	worked	like	a	slave	and	the	Puritans	sounding	scarily	familiar	about	people	being	evil	if	they	don't	worship	as	they	do,	I	was	over	this	book	almost	as	soon	as	I	started	it.Taking	place	in	1687,	we	get	a	sneak	peek	at	the	colonies	prior	to	the	American	revolution.	The
main	character	Kit	who	has	lived	in	Barbados	her	whole	life	with	her	grandfather	as	her	only	guardian	sets	off	to	live	with	her	aunt	that	lives	in	the	Connecticut	colony.	We	find	out	that	Kit	has	just	shown	up	without	writing	her	family	because	she's	penniless	and	without	a	home	after	her	grandfather	dies.	That	should	have	made	me	more	sympathetic,
instead	I	was	just	as	irritated	as	her	uncle	when	she	shows	up	and	has	disdain	for	the	town	and	how	no	one	else	dresses	like	she	does.	Trying	to	make	friends	with	her	two	cousins,	Kit	is	set	to	work	and	we	quickly	find	out	she's	not	that	great	at	doing	anything	besides	feeling	self	righteous	and	angry	that	she's	being	treated	worse	than	a	slave.I	wish	we
had	more	time	to	study	the	other	characters,	but	we	don't.	We	know	Mercy	is	very	generous	and	good	and	that	Judith	is	selfish	and	vain.	We	know	that	Uncle	Matthew	is	hard	and	religious	and	Aunt	Rachel	is	a	doormat.	We	could	have	explored	the	Quaker	faith,	but	we	don't.	We	just	hear	from	other	characters	what	occurred	to	Hannah	and	why	she's
seen	as	being	a	witch.	There	was	no	outrage	about	what	was	done	to	her	and	the	fact	that	she	had	to	flee	her	home	because	of	this	backwards	town.The	only	reason	why	I	gave	this	book	three	stars	was	the	fact	that	at	least	Speare	takes	time	to	explain	how	the	town,	seaport,	and	other	areas	look.	It	was	an	interesting	time	she	took	the	reader	back	to,	so	I
was	actually	interested	in	seeing	the	first	seeds	of	discontent	among	those	who	lived	in	the	colonies.	The	dialogue	was	just	okay	and	the	flow	was	fine.	I	think	i	just	wanted	more	set	up	since	we	just	randomly	have	every	character	getting	a	happily	ever	after	and	considering	that	we	know	how	the	Salem	witch	trials	went,	I	find	it	hard	to	believe	that	there
would	have	been	no	further	repercussions	towards	Kit's	family	due	to	her	hanging	out	with	a	"witch".February	10,	2008I	know	this	is	a	classic.	A	Newberry	award	winner	for	juvenile	fiction,	I	can	hardly	criticize	such	a	loved	book.	Sadly,	I	did	not	read	this	when	it	was	meant	to	be	read,	as	a	youth	struggling	to	know	it's	more	important	to	do	the	right
thing	than	to	fit	in	with	what	everybody	else	is	doing.Important,	worthy	lesson,	but	after	reading	two	young	adult	novels	this	week	with	very	similar	themes	(does	this	happen	to	anyone	else?	I	always	seem	to	inadvertently	read	books	in	"themes"),	I	feel	there	is	something	lacking	when	an	adult	reads	young	adult	literature.	Innocence,	perhaps.	It's	too
simple.	The	protagonists	don't	fit	inside	the	story.	They	are	almost	always	ahead	of	their	times	and	privy	to	understanding	that	their	peers	don't	seem	to	have	access	to.	Where	did	Kit	come	from?	Barbados,	yes...but	possibly	from	the	20th	century	as	well?	As	modern	readers,	we	have	the	hindsight	to	see	and	learn	from	the	foibles	of	our	ancestors	and
their	limited	understanding,	but	the	author	gave	this	sort	of	vision	to	Kit	immediately.I	don't	know	if	this	is	ever	argued	(and	why	am	I	arguing,	didn't	I	promise	not	to?)	but	part	of	me	feels	like	there	is	an	anti-obedience	theme	in	this	book.	Kit	is	almost	always	disobedient,	and	her	disobedience	always	turned	out	to	be	the	right	thing	to	do.	Because	it's
young	adult	literature,	everything	turns	out	fine	in	the	end,	but	there	is	a	difference	in	doing	the	right	thing	and	doing	what	you	want	to.	This	is	a	much	deeper	discussion	to	be	typed	out	here,	and	I	won't	blaspheme	this	good	book	any	more.	I	know	it's	a	favorite.March	24,	2018Oh,	my	heart.	I	have	a	new	favorite.


