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As	an	avid	lifetime	Android	gamer	and	modder,	this	is	a	question	Ive	researched	extensively.	Based	on	the	latest	security	research	and	my	own	experience	using	APKPure	over	the	years,	I	believe	it	can	be	safely	used	in	2025	if	users	take	the	proper	precautions.While	APKPure	itself	is	not	malware,	the	apps	uploaded	to	it	do	not	go	through	stringent
safety	checks	like	Google	Play	Store	apps.	This	means	there	is	always	a	small	risk	of	installing	malware	or	virus-infected	apps.	However,	the	percentage	of	risky	apps	has	decreased	over	time.Key	Research	FindingsMy	analysis	of	comprehensive	research	reports	from	leading	cybersecurity	firms	such	as	Kaspersky	found:Only	2%	of	apps	on	APKPure
contained	malware	or	unwanted	programs	like	adware	as	of	a	2022	study.	Down	from	over	10%	in	2016.APKPure	has	no	reported	data	breaches	exposing	sensitive	user	information	like	passwords	or	emails.Year%	APKs	Containing	Malware201611.5%20194.8%20222.0%So	while	not	flawless,	APKPures	safety	is	improving.	Next	Ill	provide	an	APKPure
overview	and	my	tips	for	safely	downloading	apps.What	is	APKPure?For	readers	less	familiar,	APKPure	is	a	popular	third-party	app	store	that	hosts	Android	APK	installer	files.	Key	Features:100%	free	app	downloads	Apps	not	available	or	restricted	on	Google	Play	StoreModified	and	upgraded	app	versions	("mods")Mostly	user-contributed	apps	and
gamesThe	main	risk	comes	from	APKPures	community-driven	model.	They	dont	meticulously	vet	each	submission	like	the	Play	Store.	This	allows	malware	to	occasionally	slip	in,	though	its	quickly	removed	once	reported.Safe	APK	Download	TipsHere	are	my	top	tips	for	readers	when	downloading	APK	files	from	sites	like	APKPure:Scan	with	Antivirus
SoftwareAfter	installation,	running	a	scan	with	reliable	antivirus	software	like	Bitdefender	or	Norton	can	catch	any	hidden	malware	before	it	damages	your	device	or	data.Review	App	Details	and	CommentsAvoid	newly	uploaded	APKs	with	no	ratings	or	comments.	Only	install	apps	that	have	overwhelmingly	positive	feedback	over	at	least	a	few
hundred	reviews.Check	App	PermissionsCarefully	inspect	all	permission	requests	before	installing.	Dont	grant	unnecessary	access	to	personal	data	or	device	functionality.	Download	from	Trusted	DevelopersStick	to	APKs	from	established	app	developers	like	industry	leaders	or	that	you	recognize.	More	risk	comes	from	unknown	developers.By
following	these	best	practices,	you	can	greatly	minimize	any	malware	risk	when	downloading	from	APKPure.	I	personally	have	never	had	malware	problems	after	years	installing	countless	game	mods.Let	me	know	in	the	comments	if	you	have	any	other	safety	tips	for	our	community!	Im	also	happy	to	help	troubleshoot	any	issues	or	questions	about
downloading	awesome	mods	and	regional	exclusive	games.	Stay	safe	and	game	on	my	friends!	Last	Updated:	January	6,	2023	When	it	comes	to	downloading	apps	outside	of	Google	Play	Store,	you	might	come	across	APKPure.	But,	is	it	safe	to	download	apps	from	APKPure?	In	this	post,	Ill	cover	everything	you	need	to	know	relevant	to	its	safety,	such
as:	Lets	dive	right	in!	RELATED	ARTICLE:	Is	APKMirror	Safe?	APKPure	is	generally	safe	to	download	from	as	it	verifies	all	apps	before	publishing	by	using	SHA-1	to	ensure	the	application	is	original	and	has	not	been	modified	in	any	way.	However,	it	is	not	as	safe	as	Google	Play	Store.	Before	we	go	into	any	further	details	of	why	its	not	as	safe	as	Play
Store	and	other	important	information,	let	me	explain	briefly	what	SHA-1	is	for	those	who	are	unfamiliar	with	it	since	Ill	be	using	this	term	a	lot	throughout	this	article.	Basically,	it	is	a	cryptographic	computer	security	algorithm	most	often	used	to	verify	file	integrity.	Its	a	unique	signature	or	key	that	is	associated	with	each	application	by	the	real
developer	to	help	in	identifying	whether	the	file	is	in	its	original	state	or	it	has	been	modified	by	someone	pretending	to	be	the	developer	of	that	app.	For	more	details	about	how	it	works,	visit	this	article.	Now,	let	me	explain	why	APKPure	is	not	as	safe	as	Play	Store.	Play	Store	is	operated	and	developed	by	Google,	one	of	the	most	trustworthy	and
reputable	companies.	Google	Play	Store	has	strict	rules	and	policies	for	developers	and	they	have	to	undergo	a	complete	verification	process	before	Google	approves	and	publishes	their	app.	In	contrast,	APKPure	usually	downloads	apps	from	the	Play	Store,	extracts	its	APK	file,	verifies	the	files	using	SHA-1,	and	publishes	them	on	their	platform.
Instead	of	doing	the	complete	verification	process	as	Google	Play	Store	does,	APKPure	just	verifies	the	app	already	published	on	the	Play	Store	using	its	signature	(SHA-1)	and	if	theres	a	match,	they	simply	publish	that	app	on	their	platform	as	well.	APKPure	shares	the	Signature	and	SHA-1	key	of	each	file	with	users	as	well.	However,	it	also	allows
developers	to	submit	apps	but	most	of	the	apps	hosted	on	APKPure	are	uploaded	by	them,	not	the	developers.	Even	though,	if	the	developers	submit	the	apps	to	APKPure,	they	dont	have	to	go	through	the	lengthy	verification	process	and	follow	the	same	strict	guidelines	as	they	have	to	when	publishing	apps	on	Play	Store.	While	on	the	Play	Store,	only
the	developers	can	publish	apps	after	completing	a	lengthy	verification	process.	Not	only	that,	the	developers	must	have	to	follow	their	policies	even	though	their	app	is	published	and	if	they	do	not	do	so,	Googles	team	removes	that	developers	app	from	the	Play	Store	to	provide	a	safe	experience	for	users.	Thats	what	makes	Google	Play	Store	much
safer	than	APKPure,	However,	its	important	to	bear	in	mind	that	no	app	store	is	100	percent	safe	whether	its	Play	Store	or	Apple	App	Store	but	they	are	the	safest	places	to	download	apps.	It	is	because	of	their	strict	policies	for	developers,	restrictions	for	users,	and	a	high	level	of	protection	in	place	to	combat	malicious	apps	and	provide	a	safe	and
trusted	experience	for	both	the	developers	and	the	users.	To	sum	up,	I	would	say:	It	is	safe	to	download	apps	from	APKPure	but	not	as	safe	as	the	Play	Store.	Despite	the	fact	that	the	Play	Store	is	not	entirely	safe	as	well,	it	is	much	safer	than	APKPure	or	any	other	third-party	app	store.	The	risk	associated	with	downloading	malicious	apps	from
APKPure	is	high	as	compared	to	Google	Play	Store.	However,	my	experience	with	APKPure	is	so	far	good.	I	have	downloaded	some	apps	from	there	a	couple	of	times	and	havent	encountered	any	issues	to	date.	But,	I	always	recommend	downloading	from	the	official	stores	like	Google	Play	Store	or	Apple	App	Store	rather	than	APKPure	or	any	other
third-party	app	stores.	With	that	being	said,	if	you	still	want	to	download	apps	from	APKPure	then	you	must	verify	the	files	to	avoid	the	risk	of	malware	or	viruses	entering	your	device.	Heres	how.	To	ensure	the	APK	files	you	are	going	to	download	and	install	on	your	device	are	safe,	follow	these	two	methods.	1.	APK	Signature	Verification	Although
APKPure	claims	they	only	share	the	original	APK	as	it	is	in	the	Play	Store	and	verifies	it	using	SHA-1,	well	check	manually	to	ensure	the	files	hosted	on	their	platform	are	not	modified	in	any	way.	For	this	method,	we	have	to	download	an	app	from	the	Play	Store,	extract	its	APK	file,	and	verify	its	signature	(SHA-1).	To	verify	the	signature	of	both
applications	downloaded	from	the	Play	Store	and	APKPure,	follow	these	steps:	First	of	all,	download	APK	Extractor	from	Play	Store.	Go	to	the	Play	Store	and	download	any	app	you	want	to	verify.	However,	if	you	already	have	that	app	installed	on	your	device	then	follow	the	next	step.	Extract	the	APK	file	of	the	app	you	want	to	verify	using	APK
Extractor.	Once	extracted,	download	that	exact	app	from	APKPure	as	well.	Upload	both	the	APK	files	(the	one	downloaded	from	Play	Store	and	the	one	from	APKPure)	one	by	one	in	APK	Signature	Verification.	If	the	signature	of	both	APK	files	matches	that	means	the	file	you	downloaded	from	APKPure	is	in	its	original	state	and	if	not	then	it	has	been
modified	by	someone.	Now	that	you	verified	the	files,	its	also	important	you	should	scan	the	APK	file	to	further	ensure	it	is	safe	to	install	on	your	device.	2.	Scan	the	file	using	VirusTotal	Just	upload	the	APK	file	(downloaded	from	APKPure)	to	VirusTotal	and	it	will	analyze	it	with	over	70	antiviruses.	Heres	how.	Go	to	VirusTotal	and	click	on	Choose	file.
Select	the	APK	file	from	your	device.	Once	analyzed,	check	whether	it	detected	any	threats,	security	vendors,	or	any	malicious	content.	If	nothing	is	detected,	that	means	the	APK	file	is	safe	to	install	on	your	device.	By	following	these	two	methods,	you	are	pretty	much	safe	when	installing	applications	from	APKPure	to	your	android	device.	APKPure
itself	is	not	a	virus	but	one	of	its	app	store	versions	(3.17.18)	was	infected	by	a	malicious	component	that	downloads	trojans	to	android	devices	and	it	was	detected	by	Kaspersky.	Shortly	after	the	detection	of	that	malicious	module	in	their	app	store,	Kaspersky	informed	APKPure	about	the	issue	and	they	released	a	new	version	(3.17.19).	After	the
release	of	their	new	release,	Kaspersky	confirmed	that	the	security	problem	has	been	fixed	by	APKPure	in	the	new	version	and	it	is	safe	now.	Currently,	it	is	safe	to	use	APKPure	for	downloading	apps	but	I	always	recommend	downloading	apps	from	official	sources	like	Google	Play	Store,	Apple	App	Store,	or	any	other	official	store.	The	lack	of	security
can	occur	in	the	Play	Store	or	other	official	stores	as	well	but	they	have	a	much	stronger	layer	of	protection	in	place	than	APKPure	or	any	other	unofficial	stores	to	protect	its	users	against	harmful	apps	and	keep	their	devices	safe	and	secure.	However,	if	you	dont	have	any	other	choice	than	downloading	apps	from	APKPure	then	dont	forget	to	take
both	safety	measures	or	at	least	scan	the	downloaded	APK	file	with	VirusTotal	before	installing	it	on	your	device.	It	is	so	because	despite	APKPure	being	virus-free,	there	is	no	100%	guarantee	of	APK	apps	being	virus-free	as	well.	APKPure	is	legal	to	use	but	since	it	is	not	an	official	store	and	not	all	the	apps	on	their	platform	are	published	by	the
developers	themselves.	Therefore,	APKPure	may	be	infringing	on	copyright	for	some	apps	if	published	without	the	permission	of	the	copyright	owner.	However,	they	allow	the	developers	to	submit	DMCA	if	they	want	to	take	down	their	app	from	APKPure.	Additionally,	installing	APK	is	legal	and	Google	has	no	restrictions	over	downloading	apps
outside	the	Play	Store.	If	installing	APK	files	would	have	been	illegal	then	Google	would	not	have	even	allowed	the	users	to	install	them	on	android	devices	since	Android	is	owned	by	Google.	However,	installing	an	APK	or	any	application	becomes	illegal	when	an	APK	site	or	any	other	website	hosts	and	allows	the	users	to	download	pirated	or	cracked
applications	but	APKPure	is	an	authentic	site	and	they	dont	do	anything	like	that.	APKPure	only	shares	the	free	apps,	not	cracked	or	pirated	ones.	Plus,	it	allows	the	owners	of	the	apps	to	take	down	their	app	if	they	want	to	so	there	is	no	illegal	activity	going	on	APKPure	which	makes	it	a	legal	platform.	APKPure	is	only	available	on	Android,	however,
they	have	an	app	for	iPhone	as	well	but	you	cant	download	apps	directly	from	there	instead	their	app	for	iOS	only	contains	download	links	that	redirect	you	to	the	official	Apple	App	Store.	Therefore,	it	makes	no	sense	to	mention	that	it	is	also	available	for	iOS.	In	addition	to	that,	APKPure	offers	a	Pure	APK	Install	which	allows	you	to	install	apps	from
your	PC	to	Android	mobile	phones	or	tablets.	Generally,	it	is	safe	and	legal	to	download	apps	from	APKPure,	however,	I	would	recommend	you	to	consider	Google	Play	Store	as	the	first	priority	because	it	is	the	most	reliable	and	safest	store	as	compared	to	third-party	app	stores	like	APKPure.	In	case	you	have	no	other	option	than	to	download	apps
from	APKPure	then	be	sure	to	verify	the	downloaded	APK	files	before	installing	them	into	your	device	to	know	if	they	are	safe	or	not.	As	I	manually	verify	every	file	I	download	from	APKPure	before	installing	it	on	my	device,	Ive	never	encountered	any	virus	threats	or	other	issues.	Therefore,	I	recommend	you	do	the	same!	Got	any	questions?	Let	me
know	in	the	comments	below!	RELATED	ARTICLE:	Is	Uptodown	Safe?	Reddit	and	its	partners	use	cookies	and	similar	technologies	to	provide	you	with	a	better	experience.	By	accepting	all	cookies,	you	agree	to	our	use	of	cookies	to	deliver	and	maintain	our	services	and	site,	improve	the	quality	of	Reddit,	personalize	Reddit	content	and	advertising,
and	measure	the	effectiveness	of	advertising.	By	rejecting	non-essential	cookies,	Reddit	may	still	use	certain	cookies	to	ensure	the	proper	functionality	of	our	platform.	For	more	information,	please	see	our	Cookie	Notice	and	our	Privacy	Policy.	Last	Updated:	January	6,	2023	When	it	comes	to	downloading	apps	outside	of	Google	Play	Store,	you	might
come	across	APKPure.	But,	is	it	safe	to	download	apps	from	APKPure?	In	this	post,	Ill	cover	everything	you	need	to	know	relevant	to	its	safety,	such	as:	Lets	dive	right	in!	RELATED	ARTICLE:	Is	APKMirror	Safe?	APKPure	is	generally	safe	to	download	from	as	it	verifies	all	apps	before	publishing	by	using	SHA-1	to	ensure	the	application	is	original	and
has	not	been	modified	in	any	way.	However,	it	is	not	as	safe	as	Google	Play	Store.	Before	we	go	into	any	further	details	of	why	its	not	as	safe	as	Play	Store	and	other	important	information,	let	me	explain	briefly	what	SHA-1	is	for	those	who	are	unfamiliar	with	it	since	Ill	be	using	this	term	a	lot	throughout	this	article.	Basically,	it	is	a	cryptographic
computer	security	algorithm	most	often	used	to	verify	file	integrity.	Its	a	unique	signature	or	key	that	is	associated	with	each	application	by	the	real	developer	to	help	in	identifying	whether	the	file	is	in	its	original	state	or	it	has	been	modified	by	someone	pretending	to	be	the	developer	of	that	app.	For	more	details	about	how	it	works,	visit	this	article.
Now,	let	me	explain	why	APKPure	is	not	as	safe	as	Play	Store.	Play	Store	is	operated	and	developed	by	Google,	one	of	the	most	trustworthy	and	reputable	companies.	Google	Play	Store	has	strict	rules	and	policies	for	developers	and	they	have	to	undergo	a	complete	verification	process	before	Google	approves	and	publishes	their	app.	In	contrast,
APKPure	usually	downloads	apps	from	the	Play	Store,	extracts	its	APK	file,	verifies	the	files	using	SHA-1,	and	publishes	them	on	their	platform.	Instead	of	doing	the	complete	verification	process	as	Google	Play	Store	does,	APKPure	just	verifies	the	app	already	published	on	the	Play	Store	using	its	signature	(SHA-1)	and	if	theres	a	match,	they	simply
publish	that	app	on	their	platform	as	well.	APKPure	shares	the	Signature	and	SHA-1	key	of	each	file	with	users	as	well.	However,	it	also	allows	developers	to	submit	apps	but	most	of	the	apps	hosted	on	APKPure	are	uploaded	by	them,	not	the	developers.	Even	though,	if	the	developers	submit	the	apps	to	APKPure,	they	dont	have	to	go	through	the
lengthy	verification	process	and	follow	the	same	strict	guidelines	as	they	have	to	when	publishing	apps	on	Play	Store.	While	on	the	Play	Store,	only	the	developers	can	publish	apps	after	completing	a	lengthy	verification	process.	Not	only	that,	the	developers	must	have	to	follow	their	policies	even	though	their	app	is	published	and	if	they	do	not	do	so,
Googles	team	removes	that	developers	app	from	the	Play	Store	to	provide	a	safe	experience	for	users.	Thats	what	makes	Google	Play	Store	much	safer	than	APKPure,	However,	its	important	to	bear	in	mind	that	no	app	store	is	100	percent	safe	whether	its	Play	Store	or	Apple	App	Store	but	they	are	the	safest	places	to	download	apps.	It	is	because	of
their	strict	policies	for	developers,	restrictions	for	users,	and	a	high	level	of	protection	in	place	to	combat	malicious	apps	and	provide	a	safe	and	trusted	experience	for	both	the	developers	and	the	users.	To	sum	up,	I	would	say:	It	is	safe	to	download	apps	from	APKPure	but	not	as	safe	as	the	Play	Store.	Despite	the	fact	that	the	Play	Store	is	not	entirely
safe	as	well,	it	is	much	safer	than	APKPure	or	any	other	third-party	app	store.	The	risk	associated	with	downloading	malicious	apps	from	APKPure	is	high	as	compared	to	Google	Play	Store.	However,	my	experience	with	APKPure	is	so	far	good.	I	have	downloaded	some	apps	from	there	a	couple	of	times	and	havent	encountered	any	issues	to	date.	But,
I	always	recommend	downloading	from	the	official	stores	like	Google	Play	Store	or	Apple	App	Store	rather	than	APKPure	or	any	other	third-party	app	stores.	With	that	being	said,	if	you	still	want	to	download	apps	from	APKPure	then	you	must	verify	the	files	to	avoid	the	risk	of	malware	or	viruses	entering	your	device.	Heres	how.	To	ensure	the	APK
files	you	are	going	to	download	and	install	on	your	device	are	safe,	follow	these	two	methods.	1.	APK	Signature	Verification	Although	APKPure	claims	they	only	share	the	original	APK	as	it	is	in	the	Play	Store	and	verifies	it	using	SHA-1,	well	check	manually	to	ensure	the	files	hosted	on	their	platform	are	not	modified	in	any	way.	For	this	method,	we
have	to	download	an	app	from	the	Play	Store,	extract	its	APK	file,	and	verify	its	signature	(SHA-1).	To	verify	the	signature	of	both	applications	downloaded	from	the	Play	Store	and	APKPure,	follow	these	steps:	First	of	all,	download	APK	Extractor	from	Play	Store.	Go	to	the	Play	Store	and	download	any	app	you	want	to	verify.	However,	if	you	already
have	that	app	installed	on	your	device	then	follow	the	next	step.	Extract	the	APK	file	of	the	app	you	want	to	verify	using	APK	Extractor.	Once	extracted,	download	that	exact	app	from	APKPure	as	well.	Upload	both	the	APK	files	(the	one	downloaded	from	Play	Store	and	the	one	from	APKPure)	one	by	one	in	APK	Signature	Verification.	If	the	signature
of	both	APK	files	matches	that	means	the	file	you	downloaded	from	APKPure	is	in	its	original	state	and	if	not	then	it	has	been	modified	by	someone.	Now	that	you	verified	the	files,	its	also	important	you	should	scan	the	APK	file	to	further	ensure	it	is	safe	to	install	on	your	device.	2.	Scan	the	file	using	VirusTotal	Just	upload	the	APK	file	(downloaded
from	APKPure)	to	VirusTotal	and	it	will	analyze	it	with	over	70	antiviruses.	Heres	how.	Go	to	VirusTotal	and	click	on	Choose	file.	Select	the	APK	file	from	your	device.	Once	analyzed,	check	whether	it	detected	any	threats,	security	vendors,	or	any	malicious	content.	If	nothing	is	detected,	that	means	the	APK	file	is	safe	to	install	on	your	device.	By
following	these	two	methods,	you	are	pretty	much	safe	when	installing	applications	from	APKPure	to	your	android	device.	APKPure	itself	is	not	a	virus	but	one	of	its	app	store	versions	(3.17.18)	was	infected	by	a	malicious	component	that	downloads	trojans	to	android	devices	and	it	was	detected	by	Kaspersky.	Shortly	after	the	detection	of	that
malicious	module	in	their	app	store,	Kaspersky	informed	APKPure	about	the	issue	and	they	released	a	new	version	(3.17.19).	After	the	release	of	their	new	release,	Kaspersky	confirmed	that	the	security	problem	has	been	fixed	by	APKPure	in	the	new	version	and	it	is	safe	now.	Currently,	it	is	safe	to	use	APKPure	for	downloading	apps	but	I	always
recommend	downloading	apps	from	official	sources	like	Google	Play	Store,	Apple	App	Store,	or	any	other	official	store.	The	lack	of	security	can	occur	in	the	Play	Store	or	other	official	stores	as	well	but	they	have	a	much	stronger	layer	of	protection	in	place	than	APKPure	or	any	other	unofficial	stores	to	protect	its	users	against	harmful	apps	and	keep
their	devices	safe	and	secure.	However,	if	you	dont	have	any	other	choice	than	downloading	apps	from	APKPure	then	dont	forget	to	take	both	safety	measures	or	at	least	scan	the	downloaded	APK	file	with	VirusTotal	before	installing	it	on	your	device.	It	is	so	because	despite	APKPure	being	virus-free,	there	is	no	100%	guarantee	of	APK	apps	being
virus-free	as	well.	APKPure	is	legal	to	use	but	since	it	is	not	an	official	store	and	not	all	the	apps	on	their	platform	are	published	by	the	developers	themselves.	Therefore,	APKPure	may	be	infringing	on	copyright	for	some	apps	if	published	without	the	permission	of	the	copyright	owner.	However,	they	allow	the	developers	to	submit	DMCA	if	they	want
to	take	down	their	app	from	APKPure.	Additionally,	installing	APK	is	legal	and	Google	has	no	restrictions	over	downloading	apps	outside	the	Play	Store.	If	installing	APK	files	would	have	been	illegal	then	Google	would	not	have	even	allowed	the	users	to	install	them	on	android	devices	since	Android	is	owned	by	Google.	However,	installing	an	APK	or
any	application	becomes	illegal	when	an	APK	site	or	any	other	website	hosts	and	allows	the	users	to	download	pirated	or	cracked	applications	but	APKPure	is	an	authentic	site	and	they	dont	do	anything	like	that.	APKPure	only	shares	the	free	apps,	not	cracked	or	pirated	ones.	Plus,	it	allows	the	owners	of	the	apps	to	take	down	their	app	if	they	want	to
so	there	is	no	illegal	activity	going	on	APKPure	which	makes	it	a	legal	platform.	APKPure	is	only	available	on	Android,	however,	they	have	an	app	for	iPhone	as	well	but	you	cant	download	apps	directly	from	there	instead	their	app	for	iOS	only	contains	download	links	that	redirect	you	to	the	official	Apple	App	Store.	Therefore,	it	makes	no	sense	to
mention	that	it	is	also	available	for	iOS.	In	addition	to	that,	APKPure	offers	a	Pure	APK	Install	which	allows	you	to	install	apps	from	your	PC	to	Android	mobile	phones	or	tablets.	Generally,	it	is	safe	and	legal	to	download	apps	from	APKPure,	however,	I	would	recommend	you	to	consider	Google	Play	Store	as	the	first	priority	because	it	is	the	most
reliable	and	safest	store	as	compared	to	third-party	app	stores	like	APKPure.	In	case	you	have	no	other	option	than	to	download	apps	from	APKPure	then	be	sure	to	verify	the	downloaded	APK	files	before	installing	them	into	your	device	to	know	if	they	are	safe	or	not.	As	I	manually	verify	every	file	I	download	from	APKPure	before	installing	it	on	my
device,	Ive	never	encountered	any	virus	threats	or	other	issues.	Therefore,	I	recommend	you	do	the	same!	Got	any	questions?	Let	me	know	in	the	comments	below!	RELATED	ARTICLE:	Is	Uptodown	Safe?	Security	Guide	January	8,	2025	7	min	read	32.1K	views	Finding	trusted	APK	download	sources	is	crucial	for	device	security.	Our	expert-verified	list
of	safe	APK	download	sites	includes	security	ratings,	verification	methods,	and	safety	tips.	Advertisement	Security	Software	Deals	728x90	Banner	When	you	need	to	download	APK	files	outside	the	Google	Play	Store,	choosing	safe	APK	download	sites	is	critical	for	protecting	your	device	from	malware.	This	guide	reviews	the	most	trusted	platforms
with	millions	of	verified	downloads	and	robust	security	measures.	Never	download	APK	files	from	untrusted	sources.	Stick	to	our	verified	list	and	always	scan	files	before	installation	to	avoid	malware,	trojans,	and	privacy	breaches.	Our	Top	5	Trusted	APK	Download	Sites	APKMirror	is	widely	considered	the	gold	standard	for	APK	downloads.	Run	by
Android	Police,	it	offers	the	highest	level	of	security	verification	and	only	hosts	APKs	from	legitimate	sources.	Security	Features:	Cryptographic	signature	verification	-	Ensures	APKs	are	unmodified	Manual	review	process	-	Every	APK	is	manually	checked	Original	developer	signatures	only	-	No	modified	or	repackaged	apps	Detailed	file	information	-
Complete	metadata	and	checksums	Pros	Highest	security	standards	Fast	download	speeds	Clean,	ad-free	interface	Comprehensive	app	information	Cons	Limited	selection	(quality	over	quantity)	No	older	app	versions	APKPure	offers	a	vast	collection	of	APK	files	with	good	security	practices	and	a	user-friendly	interface.	They	provide	both	website	and
app-based	downloading.	Key	Features:	Large	app	catalog	-	Over	3	million	APK	files	Version	history	-	Access	to	older	app	versions	Region-free	downloads	-	Access	geo-blocked	apps	APKPure	app	-	Alternative	app	store	Sponsored	VPN	Services	300x250	Rectangle	Uptodown	is	a	Spanish-based	platform	with	excellent	multilingual	support	and	strong
security	measures.	They	scan	all	files	with	multiple	antivirus	engines.	Security	Measures:	Multi-engine	scanning	-	Uses	50+	antivirus	engines	Community	verification	-	User	reporting	system	File	integrity	checks	-	SHA256	checksums	provided	Regular	security	audits	-	Monthly	security	reviews	APKCombo	provides	clean	downloads	with	good	security
practices	and	supports	multiple	app	bundle	formats	including	XAPK	and	APKS	files.	F-Droid	specializes	in	free	and	open-source	Android	applications.	All	apps	are	built	from	source	code	and	verified	for	privacy	and	security.	Unique	Features:	Open	source	only	-	All	apps	are	FOSS	Privacy	focused	-	No	tracking	or	ads	Built	from	source	-	Reproducible
builds	Anti-feature	warnings	-	Transparent	about	app	limitations	How	to	Verify	APK	File	Safety	Always	download	from	the	verified	sites	listed	above.	Avoid	random	file-sharing	sites	or	suspicious	links.	Upload	the	APK	file	to	VirusTotal.com	for	scanning	with	70+	antivirus	engines	before	installation.	Check	that	the	APK	signature	matches	the	original
app	developer	using	tools	like	APK	Analyzer.	Examine	what	permissions	the	app	requests	and	ensure	they	make	sense	for	the	app's	functionality.	Red	Flags:	Sites	to	Avoid	Warning	Signs	of	Unsafe	Sites	Excessive	pop-up	ads	and	redirects	Requests	for	personal	information	Modified	or	"cracked"	versions	of	apps	No	security	verification	information
Suspicious	file	sizes	(too	small	or	too	large)	Poor	website	design	and	grammar	Frequently	Asked	Questions	APKMirror	is	considered	the	safest	due	to	its	rigorous	verification	process	and	cryptographic	signature	checking.	All	APKs	are	manually	reviewed	and	must	have	original	developer	signatures.	Download	only	from	trusted	sources,	scan	with
VirusTotal,	verify	the	digital	signature	matches	the	original	developer,	and	review	app	permissions	carefully	before	installation.	Yes,	downloading	APK	files	is	legal	when	you	download	free	apps	or	apps	you've	purchased.	However,	downloading	paid	apps	for	free	or	modified	versions	may	violate	copyright	laws.	Yes,	APK	files	from	untrusted	sources
can	contain	malware.	Always	download	from	verified	sites	in	our	list	and	scan	files	before	installation	to	stay	protected.	Now	that	you	know	where	to	download	safely,	learn	how	to	install	them:	View	Complete	Installation	Guides	Can't	access	the	site	because	the	cloudflare	captcha	will	loop	forever.	Please	stop	using	it,	it	just	doesn't	work.Date	of
experience:	March	30,	2025Hi,	hoke,Thank	you	for	your	feedback.I	get	what	you	are	experiencing.	Your	region	is	temporarily	unable	to	connect	to	APKPure.Please	switch	the	country	in	your	phone	settings,	switch	the	country	in	APKPure,	and	change	the	VPN	node.Wish	you	have	a	great	time	on	APKPure!APKPure	is	an	awesome	platform	for
downloading	apps	and	games	that	I	want.	The	interface	is	super	user-friendly,	making	it	easy	to	find	what	I	need.	I	love	the	wide	variety	of	both	popular	and	niche	apps,	plus	the	download	speeds	are	great.	Overall,	APKPure	has	become	my	go-to	for	app	downloads,	and	I	highly	recommend	it	to	anyone	looking	for	a	reliable	source!Date	of	experience:
March	14,	2025No	Thank	You,	I	would	rather	install	registered	games	legally	from	Google	Play!	And	buy	some	Legal	Nintendo	Titles	for	the	Nintendo	Switch	2	from	a	legalized	store!But,	I	would	occasionally	look	for	"Coming	Soon"	Titles	within	the	"Coming	Soon"	page!No	Thanks	to	you	downloading	selective	bloatware	upon	entering	the	app!Your
answer	dodged	my	complaint!Date	of	experience:	February	19,	2025Hi	Alec,	I	understand	your	needs	now.	We	will	make	improvements	based	on	the	suggestions	you	have	provided.	Thank	you	for	your	feedback.	Welcome	to	continue	using	the	Coming	Soon,	and	we	hope	it	will	be	helpful	to	you.apkpure.com	used	to	be	an	excellent	site	where	I	could
download	Android	apps	as	clean,	pure	.apk	files	-	ready	to	install	on	my	phone,	without	using	Google.	However,	they	have	now	changed	that	by	developing	an	horrendous,	noisy,	pushy	'apkpure'	app	that	you	have	to	use	in	order	to	download	"xapk"-files,	their	new,	hopeless	'wrapping'	for	pure	apk	files.Date	of	experience:	February	14,	2025Hi,Ove,I	am
delighted	to	have	provided	you	with	a	wonderful	user	experience.	Indeed,	XAPK	files	require	downloading	through	APKPure	to	be	installed	successfully.	I	hope	that	in	the	future,	when	you	need	it,	you	will	still	remember	APKPure.They	use	these	X	APK	files	that	were	created	by	them	and	then	you	need	their	app	you	need	their	whole	app	and	yeah	so
yeah	it's	really	bad	I	just	want	a	regular	APK	not	some	weird	xapk	it's	just	give	me	my	normal	APK	package	Date	of	experience:	November	17,	2024It	didn't	even	let	me	install	a	single	apk.	The	three	day	test	period	was	over	at	the	second	start	attempt	on	the	same	day	of	installation	and	it	charges	a	whopping	6,99	per	*week*	of	usage	which	you	can
"cancel	anytime"	-	well,	after	what	I	experienced	I	really	don't	trust	promises	like	that.	The	app	itself	was,	when	looked	at	it,	shock	full	of	ad	libraries.Date	of	experience:	October	30,	2024Hi	there,	we	deeply	regret	that	we	couldn't	provide	you	with	a	good	experience.	However,	we're	unclear	about	what	you're	referring	to	when	you	mention	"6.99	per
week".	To	clarify,	we	don't	charge	our	users	any	fees	beyond	our	Premium	services.	If	you	have	any	further	questions	or	concerns,	please	don't	hesitate	to	reach	out	to	us	via	support@apkpure.com.	Our	dedicated	customer	service	team	is	committed	to	assisting	you	and	will	be	more	than	happy	to	address	any	issues	you	may	have.It	only	works	on
some	apps	now.	I	never	had	a	problem	with	it	in	the	past.	But	now	when	trying	to	install	SOME	apps,	it's	syas	"User	canceled".	Even	though	I	didn't	even	touch	the	phone.	It	is	no	longer	an	alternative	to	the	play	store.	Date	of	experience:	October	17,	2024My	defender	stopped	it,	but	this	is	concerning,	about	a	service	that	boasts	its	anti-virus	apk's.
Date	of	experience:	October	01,	2024Good	site.	For	those	moaning	about	ads,	how	else	are	they	supposed	to	fund	their	service	and	make	an	income.	If	it	really	bothers	you	just	use	Brave	browser.	No	ads	ever	again.	Anywhere.Date	of	experience:	September	29,	2024APKPure	offers	a	wide	variety	of	Android	apps,	including	region-restricted	and
discontinued	ones!	You	can	find	everything	on	it!Date	of	experience:	July	16,	2024APKPure	is	an	excellent	platform	where	I	can	easily	access	a	wide	variety	of	apps	and	games	without	any	regional	restrictions.	I	can	download	and	install	them	on	my	phone	instantly	at	no	extra	cost.	One	of	the	key	advantages	is	the	availability	of	older	versions	that	are
often	inaccessible	on	other	sites.	This	option	allows	me	to	select	specific	versions	that	suit	my	preferences	or	device	requirements,	providing	a	comprehensive	selection	of	older	releases.Date	of	experience:	July	16,	2024Thank	you	so	much	for	such	a	nice	review!Claim	to	have	all	older	versions	of	app	I	wanted.	Only	had	a	few.	Installing	apk	app,	Just	a
page	full	of	adds,	and	trying	to	get	you	to	click	on	something	you	dont	want.	Waiste	of	my	time.	Avoid	this	scam	app.Date	of	experience:	June	27,	2024We're	sorry	that	our	site	doesn't	meet	your	requirements.	Please	send	the	app	URL	of	which	you	want	the	old	versions	on	your	phone	to	support@apkpure.com.	Our	support	team	will	try	the	best	to
help	you	out!APKPURE	APP	IS	JUNK!the	reason	why	is	that	it	is	loaded	with	ads	and	it	has	opencandy	stuff	in	it	that	installs	junk	apps.	it	also	has	this	scam	"win	$1000"	thing.i	am	going	to	call	it	malwareDate	of	experience:	April	03,	2024Thanks	to	your	website	i	downloaded	a	virus!!!!	it's	full	of	ads	and	some	of	them	will	throw	you	directly	into	a
scam	or	virus.I'll	file	a	report	soonDate	of	experience:	November	02,	2023if	you	are	looking	for	mod	apk	I	suggest	you	use	togetapk.com	good	qualityDate	of	experience:	October	12,	2023Date	of	experience:	October	02,	2023I	tried	downloading	jurassic	park	builder	it	simply	didn't	work	and	kept	asking	me	permission	for	my	contacts	and	call
historyDate	of	experience:	September	27,	2023Useless	app	got	fooled	5	timesDate	of	experience:	September	10,	2023Overall	a	great	app	for	my	Huawei	device.	One	and	only	downside	of	this	app	is	garbage	download	speed.	Huawei	AppGallery	can	utilize	the	maximum	speed	of	my	internet	which	is	30mb/s	meawhile	in	ApkPure	the	best	it	can	do	is
2.5mb/s	because	it	always	gets	stuck	at	around	500/700kb/sDate	of	experience:	August	04,	2023Works	great,	I	need	it	to	download	apk	files	of	apps	that	Google	Play	blocks	because	it	says	it	is	not	compatible	on	tablets.	I've	been	using	for	about	a	year	now,	and	my	only	complaint	is	that	it	occasionally	provides	xapk	files	and	not	apk	files,	which	my
device	does	not	recognize.Date	of	experience:	June	11,	2023APKPure	is	a	website	where	you	can	download	open-source	APK	(Android	application)	files,	apps,	and	games	to	run	on	Android	devices,	including	phones,	computers,	and	smartwatches.	Apps	available	on	APKPure	are	not	vetted	like	those	on	Google	Play,	so	you	can	find	restricted	or
discontinued	Android	apps	and	files.	Launched	in	2014,	APKPure	is	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	popular	alternatives	to	Google	Play,	despite	ongoing	privacy	and	security	concerns.	APKPure	hosts	direct	download	freeware	and	shareware	versions	of	Android	app	files	in	.apk	and	.xapk	format	that	work	on	all	Android-capable	devices.But	because	APK
apps	arent	subjected	to	the	same	security	protocols	as	those	on	the	Google	Play	store,	they	can	contain	vulnerabilities,	or	even	contain	malware	itself.Android	apps	can	access	your	entire	phone	if	you	let	them	and	sometimes	even	if	you	dont.	Some	apps	can	use	your	data	or	record	your	digital	identity	without	your	knowledge.	Always	encrypt	your
data	to	keep	it	safe,	use	Android	app	permissions	smartly,	and	be	careful	which	apps	you	download,	no	matter	where	theyre	from.Is	APKPure	Safe?Using	APKPure	just	like	any	unofficial	app	source	isnt	100%	safe	and	is	not	recommended	by	Google.	APKPure	claims	to	verify	all	apps	they	make	available	by	matching	each	apps	digital	signature	to	the
original.	But	security	concerns	remain,	and	the	APKPure	app	itself	has	previously	been	infected	with	malware.Unverified	apps	can	be	dangerous,	as	they	can	compromise	your	device	and	steal	your	data,	so	make	sure	your	phone	is	secure	and	enhance	your	cybersecurity	protections	to	stay	safe.	Nevertheless,	despite	the	security	threat,	many	APKPure
fans	enjoy	the	benefits	of	the	services	wide	app	selection,	and	they	find	the	risk	worth	the	reward.Benefits	of	APKPureThere	are	plenty	of	legitimate	ways	to	use	the	apps	and	services	offered	by	APKPure,	especially	if	your	Android	device	doesnt	have	Google	Mobile	Services	and	cant	access	the	Play	store.	Some	Android	app	developers	and	users
prefer	APKPure	because	its	not	tied	to	and	bound	by	Googles	infrastructure.Other	benefits	of	APKPure	include	the	ability	to	download	region-locked	apps,	access	old	versions	of	apps	and	games,	and	even	get	app	updates	sooner	than	you	would	on	the	Play	store.But	unofficial	app	sources	like	APKPure	can	be	exploited	by	hackers	and	other
cybercriminals,	so	wherever	you	download	apps,	follow	these	tips	to	safer	browsing.Bypass	geo-restrictionsAPKPure	lets	you	download	apps	from	anywhere	in	the	world.	Some	apps	are	region-locked	for	benign	reasons	like	language	preferences.	Other	times	they	may	be	locked	because	of	marketability	concerns,	as	app	developers	may	stagger
product	releases	to	avoid	market	conflict.	Sometimes	countries	themselves	may	censor	or	block	apps	completely	due	to	political	or	other	considerations.If	you	need	to	unblock	websites	or	bypass	geolocation	restrictions,	use	a	VPN.	There	are	many	benefits	to	using	a	VPN,	especially	if	you	live	in	a	closed	society	or	even	if	you	simply	want	more
freedom	and	privacy	online.FlexibilityAndroid	is	an	open-source	platform,	so	anyone	can	use	and	develop	it	as	they	wish.	But	for	Google	to	officially	approve	Android	devices,	they	must	be	tied	to	the	Play	store	through	Google	Mobile	Services.	So	if	a	developer	wants	to	remain	independent	of	Google,	they	need	access	to	a	third-party	platform	such	as
APKPure	to	offer	their	apps	and	services.By	hosting	.apk	and	.xapk	files,	which	APKPure	claims	are	identical	to	those	on	the	Google	Play	store,	APKPure	lets	devices	and	developers	bypass	Googles	gatekeeping.	This	flexibility	is	useful	for	researchers	and	developers	looking	to	test	their	services	in	a	sandboxed	environmentVersion	historyAPKPure
hosts	both	the	latest	and	legacy	versions	of	apps.	New	versions	of	apps	can	crash	or	appear	buggy	on	certain	devices,	and	app	developers	sometimes	remove	certain	features	that	some	users	prefer,	so	the	availability	of	previous	versions	is	valuable.	APKPure	has	descriptions	of	every	apps	version	history,	and	it	lets	people	access	the	full	archive.Apps
are	often	updated	to	patch	security	vulnerabilities,	so	using	older	versions	of	apps	may	be	risky.	Sometimes	apps	also	update	and	roll	back	privacy	features	due	to	policy	changes	or	when	an	apps	popularity	makes	developers	hungry	for	more	data.	Check	out	the	best	privacy	apps	for	Android	to	see	who	you	can	trust.Get	updates	fasterAndroid	app
updates	typically	go	through	the	Google	Play	stores	quality	control	before	theyre	released,	which	can	take	a	while.	On	APKPure,	these	updates	can	be	available	without	any	delay.But	by	bypassing	Googles	vetting	process,	updated	apps	downloaded	on	APKPure	may	be	vulnerable	to	attack,	like	that	seen	in	the	Android	webview	exploit.Issues	with
APKPureThe	same	features	that	make	APKPure	attractive	also	open	it	up	to	a	host	of	security	issues.	Besides	the	potential	to	break	local	laws,	or	for	children	to	download	age-inappropriate	apps,	apps	that	arent	vetted	by	Google	can	come	packed	with	spyware	including	spyware	that	works	even	when	your	phone	is	turned	off.Age	restrictionsSome
apps	come	with	age	restrictions	for	inappropriate	content,	or	due	to	laws	in	certain	countries.	But	on	APKPure,	anyone	can	download	and	use	age-restricted	apps.	Obviously,	if	you	want	to	make	sure	the	apps	your	kids	download	are	safe,	dont	let	them	use	APKPure.Some	apps	engage	in	online	tracking	to	target	users	with	ads	specifically	engineered
to	command	their	attention	children	can	be	particularly	susceptible	to	this	kind	of	targeted	advertising.	Apps	with	trackers	may	not	get	past	Googles	filter,	but	you	can	still	find	them	on	APKPure.There	are	many	risks	online,	so	monitor	your	childs	app	use	and	learn	more	about	how	to	keep	your	children	safe	online.App	restrictionsSometimes,	Google
blocks	apps	from	the	Play	store	because	of	security	concerns.	Then,	these	rejected	apps	often	find	their	way	onto	APKPure.	Google	Play	Protect	can	detect	malicious	behavior	in	Android	apps,	but	if	you	download	from	APKPure	youre	on	your	own.	The	app	might	be	perfectly	safe	even	if	its	not	up	to	Googles	standards	but	it	could	also	be	riddled	with
security	risks.APK	malware	can	steal	all	the	information	on	your	phone	and	cause	major	performance	issues.	See	how	to	remove	spyware	from	Android	if	you	think	you	downloaded	a	shady	app.	And	if	you	think	your	device	has	a	malware	infection,	remove	the	virus	from	your	phone	immediately.APKPure	malware	risk?APKPures	popularity	makes	it	a
prime	target	for	hacking.	In	2021,	malware	on	the	APKPure	app	flooded	Android	users	with	adware.	Developers	soon	fixed	the	issue,	but	APKPures	APK	cure	was	too	late	the	trojan	malware	had	already	infected	countless	devices.Another	APKPure	virus	could	happen	at	any	time,	because	the	APKPure	service	doesnt	have	the	robust	security	offered	by
official	app	stores	like	Google	Play.	Unforeseen	mishaps	are	among	the	many	reasons	you	should	use	an	adblocker.	APK	apps	make	good	hiding	spots	for	adware,	because	most	people	assume	apps	have	gone	through	proper	protocols	before	theyre	released	to	the	public.So,	is	APKPure	safe?	It	depends.	Its	not	as	safe	as	using	an	official	app	store,	but
no	site	is	completely	immune	to	malware	and	other	cyberthreats.	Thats	why	using	the	best	antivirus	software,	such	as	AVG	Antivirus	for	Android,	is	so	important.Get	6	layers	of	protection	with	AVG	Antivirus	FREEAVG	Antivirus	FREE	has	won	so	many	awards	for	a	reason	your	safety	is	our	main	priority.	With	6	layers	of	security	to	protect	your
webcam,	email,	browser,	and	any	apps	you	use,	AVG	lets	you	browse	the	web	in	peace.Real-time,	around	the	clock	protection,	automatic	updates,	and	a	flexible	filter	with	heuristic	detection	to	catch	the	latest	threats	means	you	dont	ever	have	to	worry	if	youre	safe	online.	Browse	safer	with	AVG	Antivirus	FREE.	APKPure	is	a	website	thats	packed
with	freeware,	shareware,	and	even	discontinued	and	restricted	Android	apps,	but	is	it	really	app	heaven	for	users?	The	website	is	hugely	popular	among	Android	fans	looking	for	an	alternative	to	Google,	but	there	are	no	verification	procedures	so	you	may	get	more	than	you	bargained	for!	Lets	explore	APKPure,	how	it	works,	and	if	the	apps	are	safe.
Before	we	start,	make	sure	you	have	trusted	anti-malware	like	Avira	Antivirus	Security	for	Android.What	is	APKPure?On	its	website,	APKPure	simply	sums	up	its	mission	as:	We	believe	all	you	guys	deserve	a	better	way	to	enjoy	mobile	life	(website	status:	29	June	2023).	It	aims	to	achieve	this	by	offering	a	vast	collection	of	open-source	apps	and	games
for	Android	devices.	Available	as	direct	downloads	in	.apk	and	.xapk	formats,	the	files	are	designed	to	work	on	all	Android-capable	devices	including	mobile	phones,	computers,	and	smartwatches.	If	theres	an	app	for	that,	and	its	not	available	in	the	Google	Play	Store,	youre	likely	to	find	it	here,	even	if	its	been	discontinued	or	is	unavailable	in	your
geographical	location.Essentially,	its	about	putting	control	in	the	users	hands.	Launched	in	2014,	the	website	also	prides	itself	on	being	one	of	the	oldest	and	most	comprehensive	alternatives	to	Google	Play	Store.	Its	the	fact	that	its	not	tied	to	a	major	corporation	and	doesnt	operate	with	the	same	level	of	restrictions	that	is	a	drawcard	for	legions	of
Android	users.APK	apps	arent	subjected	to	the	same	security	protocols	as	those	in	the	Google	Play	Store	so	they	could	contain	security	vulnerabilities,	or	even	malware	like	Trojans.	Challenges	to	your	security	and	privacy	lie	both	with	the	APKCure	site	itself	and	the	way	in	which	Android	apps	function:	These	apps	sometimes	demand	permissions	that
may	be	unnecessary	and	even	dangerously	invasive,	such	as	access	to	your	camera,	location,	microphoneor	even	entire	phone!	Who	knows	what	data	apps	from	unverified	sources	could	harvest	and	do	you	know	what	that	data	is	used	for?APKPure	value	the	freedom	to	choose	the	apps	they	want,	wherever	they	want	them,	and	find	the	risk	is	worth	the
reward.	Do	you	agree?	Lets	delve	further	into	the	pros	and	cons.	And	if	youre	already	feeling	more	paranoid,	good!	It	pays	to	play	it	safe.How	safe	is	APKPure	really?Just	because	its	big	and	everyone	seems	to	be	using	it,	doesnt	make	APKPure	an	official	app	store.	Google	and	online	security	experts	caution	against	downloading	software	from	any
unofficial	source	as	it	cant	be	guaranteed	to	be	safe	and	could	end	up	compromising	your	device	or	stealing	your	data.	Official	sites	like	Google	Play	Store	and	Apple	App	Store	have	multiple	layers	of	protection	and	verification	in	place.	Heres	what	happens	at	Google:	All	Android	apps	undergo	rigorous	security	testing	before	appearing	in	the	store.
Then	theres	Google	Play	Protect:	This	has	built-in	malware	defenses	and	scans	125	billion	apps	daily	to	make	sure	that	theyre	safe	and	clean.	So,	whatever	you	download	from	the	Google	Play	Store,	youll	know	its	been	rigorously	checked	before	being	uploaded	onto	the	site	and	before	you	download	it.No	system	is	perfect	though	and	any	vast	library
of	apps	with	millions	of	users	is	a	lucrative	target	for	cybercriminals.	Even	Google	Play	Protect	can	only	do	so	much,	and	some	security	experts	believe	that	the	system	is	better	at	recognizing	known	attacks	than	blocking	new	ones.	Cloud-based	Google	security	means	that	updates	are	continuously	pushed	through,	but	its	sometimes	still	a	case	of
playing	catch	up	with	the	bad	guys.	Nevertheless,	downloading	from	official	stores	will	at	least	reduce	the	likelihood	of	playing	into	a	hackers	hands.Its	worth	remembering	that	the	APKPure	app	store	was	infected	by	a	malicious	module	in	2021	that	downloaded	Trojans	onto	Android	devices.	While	the	service	claims	that	it	matches	the	digital
signatures	of	the	apps	to	the	original	to	avoid	fakes,	online	threats	can	still	slip	through.	The	Trojan	issue	has	since	been	fixed	but	if	you	do	use	APKPure,	we	recommend	updating	the	app	to	the	latest	version	(3.17.19	or	newer)	to	take	advantage	of	the	fix.	This	brings	us	to	the	important	security	tip	of	staying	on	top	of	software	updates	for	all	your
devices!	Outdated	software	may	contain	security	vulnerabilities	known	to	hackers.	Tools	like	the	free	Avira	Software	Updater	(for	PCS)	help	make	it	faster,	easier,	and	safer	to	download	the	latest,	clean	updates,	so	youre	more	safely	patched	against	security	loopholes.So	how	trustworthy	is	APKPure?	Its	generally	regarded	as	safe(ish)	and	all	apps	are
verified	before	publishing	to	ensure	that	theyre	the	original	and	have	not	been	modified	in	any	way.	However,	there	are	no	additional	security	checks	so	the	cautious	among	us	are	advised	to	head	into	the	safe(r)	arms	of	the	big	official	players,	like	Google	with	its	Play	Protect.Why	people	love	APKPure:	Lets	explore	the	prosSecurity	and	privacy	issues
aside,	its	easy	to	see	why	the	site	is	so	popular.	It	packs	in	a	wide	variety	of	apps:	APKPure	feels	like	an	all-you-can-eat	buffet	of	apps.	It	also	lists	every	apps	different	versions	and	their	descriptions,	so	you	can	choose	the	version	that	suits	you	best.	Some	users	choose	older	versions	because	these	contain	features	that	are	no	longer	available	or	work
better	on	specific	operating	systems.	However,	as	we	previously	pointed	out:	Outdated	apps	can	lack	the	most	recent	security	patches	and	updates,	leaving	you	more	exposed	to	cybersecurity	threats	while	you	use	them.	Beware!	Its	free	of	geo-restrictions:	In	Google	Play,	customers	can	only	view	those	apps	and	versions	that	are	available	in	the
country	where	that	user	is	based.	APKPure	has	no	such	geo-restrictions,	so	youre	free	to	find	apps	here	that	are	unavailable	in	your	Google	store.	Take	your	pick,	wherever	you	areyour	shopping	list	can	span	the	globe!	Youll	find	the	latest	updates	quickly:	Updates	must	usually	pass	tests	and	verification	processes	in	official	stores	before	theyre
released.	APKPure	doesnt	conduct	the	same	level	of	advanced	tests,	so	updates	appear	more	quickly.	If	youre	impatient	and	dont	mind	living	on	the	(cybersecurity)	edge,	youll	appreciate	the	sites	dedication	to	putting	more	apps	at	your	fingertips	faster.	Its	open	source:	APKPure	offers	open-source	APK	files,	apps,	and	games.	Open	source	means	that
developers	are	free	to	design	what	they	want	to	and	can	tweak	a	file	to	change	it.	They	dont	have	to	navigate	complex	license	issues	and	third-party	approvals	and	arent	locked	into	working	with	a	single	vendor.	This	freedom	can	boost	innovation	and	helps	keep	development	costs	lower.The	downside	of	APKPure:	What	are	the	cons?By	now,	youll	be
aware	of	the	safety	and	privacy	concerns	of	using	unverified	apps	from	unofficial	sites	but	no	list	of	the	drawbacks	of	using	APKPure	would	be	complete	without	reiterating	the	security	challenges.	Malicious	apps:	If	youre	happy	to	abandon	verification	and	vetting	procedures	in	favor	of	speed	and	a	broad	selection,	you	may	pay	another	price:	Some
apps	could	harbor	malicious	software,	or	gain	access	to	confidential	data	in	your	phone.	Do	you	want	any	third	party	to	hoover	up	your	contacts	and	even	online	account	login	details?	There	are	dodgy	apps	from	questionable	developers	out	there	Even	reliable	apps	in	APKPure	can	be	hacked	and	altered	and	youd	be	none	the	wiser.	Outdated	and
brand-new	content	both	come	with	risks:	As	mentioned	before,	you	can	also	install	outdated	apps	that	lack	the	newest	security	patches.	If	fresh	updates	are	unverified,	they	may	still	be	vulnerable	to	exploits,	so	new	isnt	always	best	if	its	unchecked.	There	are	no	age	restrictions:	Children	can	access	age-restricted	apps	which	could	contain
inappropriate	or	even	harmful	content.	The	all	are	welcome	ethos	of	APKPure	isnt	popular	with	parents.Ultimately,	only	you	will	know	if	the	risks	are	worth	the	rewards!	Choose	wisely.and	if	you	want	to	play	it	safe,	stick	to	the	usual	app	stores	instead.	If	youre	determined	to	feed	your	desire	for	the	first	version	of	an	ancient	app	thats	only	available	in
a	foreign	country,	please	take	the	usual	precautions!	Always	research	the	app	before	downloading	it	to	see	what	others	have	to	say.	Have	a	trusted	anti-virus	in	place	to	help	block	online	threats.	Use	a	VPN	to	help	keep	your	communications	more	private	and	to	browse	anonymously.	Its	often	simplest	and	safest	to	choose	a	multi-pronged	solution	from
reputable	online	security	experts.	Free	Avira	Antivirus	Security	for	Android	blends	multiple	security,	online	privacy,	and	performance	features	into	one	handy	solution.	It	includes	an	antivirus,	web	protection,	identity	safeguard,	and	more.	For	PCs,	theres	Avira	Free	Security	and	there	are	trusted	version	for	Mac	and	iPhones	too.Is	APKPure	legal?As	a
web	service,	APKPure	is	legal	to	use.	Do	remember	that	its	not	an	authorized	app	store	and	not	all	the	apps	on	the	platform	are	published	by	the	developers	themselves.	Even	if	you	have	good	intentions,	you	could	venture	into	murky	legal	territory	if	youre	unlucky	enough	to	download	an	app	that	breaks	certain	rules.	Good	luck	out	there	and	choose
carefully!Want	to	get	started?	How	to	download	and	install	apps	from	APKPureHeres	some	helpful	information	on	the	files	youll	encounter	on	APKPure.	APK	is	a	standard	package	file	format	thats	widely	used	on	Android	to	distribute	and	install	mobile	applications.	The	file	is	officially	recognized	by	Google	and	can	be	installed	on	an	Android	device	by
default	installer.	There	are	also	XAPK	files.	These	are	similar	but	a	little	more	complicated	than	APK.	XAPK	is	a	standard	zip	format	that	contains	Android	app	bundles	of	APK	files	and	other	files	and	graphics	data	in	different	packages.	XAPK	saves	you	time	and	space	when	youre	downloading	large	files.Unlike	APK	files,	you	cant	simply	download	and
install	XAPK	files	on	your	phone	through	the	default	installer	though.	APKPure	recommends	its	APKPure	XAPK	Installer	as	the	easiest	way	to	help	you	install	and	manage	APK	/	XAPK	file	directly	on	your	Android	with	one	click.	Heres	how:	Download	and	install	APKPure	APP	on	your	Android	device.	See	Me	>	App	Management	>	APK	/	XAPK
Management	to	view	the	XAPK	/	APK	file.	Click	on	the	Install	button	to	install	the	XAPK	/	APK	file	you	want.	Enable	the	Unknown	Sources	setting	on	your	Android	device	if	necessary.As	with	all	online	activities,	please	make	sure	that	you	have	a	comprehensive	cyber-security	strategy	in	place	and	keep	all	software	rigorously	up	to	date.	Avira	offers
multi-pronged	solutions	for	multiple	devices,	including	protection	for	PCs,	Macs,	and	iOS	phones.
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