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The	crook	walking	stick	has	been	an	essential	companion	to	farmers	and	shepherds	around	the	world	for	thousands	of	years.	They've	been	used	as	a	tool	for	herding	sheep,	to	provide	stability	on	hilly	ground,	to	hang	a	lantern	on	dark	mornings,	or	even	for	defence	against	predators.	While	farming	has	obvious	changed	a	lot,	the	historical	significance
and	symbolism	of	shepherd's	crooks	has	not!	Learn	more	about	them,	how	they're	made	and	maybe	even	find	a	shepherd's	crook	of	your	own	this	guide	to	The	History	of	Shepherd's	Crooks.How	Is	the	Crook	Shape	Made?There	are	two	main	ways	that	walking	stick	manufacturers	can	use	to	get	the	iconic	crook	in	their	wooden	sticks:CarvingThis
method	is	fairly	self-explanatory	but	is	easier	said	than	done!	Not	only	is	considerable	skill	needed	to	smoothly	round	the	crook	of	the	cane,	but	a	piece	of	wood	much	wider	than	the	final	product	is	also	needed.	This	is	so	that	the	stick	maker	can	carve	the	shaft	and	crook	from	a	single	piece,	instead	of	having	to	attach	two	pieces	of	wood	together,
which	could	compromise	stability.CurvingYes,	you	red	that	right,	curving!	Now	how	do	you	curve	wood,	especially	wood	that	you're	hopefully	turning	into	a	shepherd's	crook	strong	enough	to	withstand	the	rigours	of	farm	life?	Well	the	method	is	quite	ingenious:Steam	the	wood	until	it	becomes	pliableShape	the	end	around	a	metal	former	to	create
the	crookTie	the	wood	down	so	that	it	retains	its	shape	once	it	cools	and	driesThe	rope	used	will	leave	a	mark	on	the	wood,	which	is	then	sanded	off	this	creates	the	little	divot	often	found	on	crooksWhat	About	Horn-Handle	Crooks?For	an	even	more	regal	look,	shepherd	walking	sticks	are	sometimes	topped	with	animal	horns	instead	of	being
completely	made	of	wood.	This	can	be	done	with	horns	from	a	variety	of	animals	like	deer,	cattle,	goats	and	like	the	majestic	crooks	below,	rams.In	stock,	delivery	as	soon	as	Tomorrow.	Order	within	13	hrs	11	minsGreat	for	Catching	Sheep!For	farmers	the	primary	function	of	the	shepherd's	crooks	is	for	wrangling,	catching	and	corralling	sheep.	The
hook	and	extended	length	of	the	crook	walking	stick	make	it	easier	for	farmers	to	grab	onto	the	neck	or	leg	of	a	sheep	and	pull	them	in	the	direction	they	need	to	go.	Sheep	are	faster	than	they	look	and	moving	herds	of	them	can	be	really	difficult,	particularly	if	one	of	them	decides	to	go	for	a	wander!	The	crook	can	help	keep	them	on	the	right	path
without	farmers	having	to	run	around	after	them	as	much.Keeps	you	Steady	on	Rolling	Hills	and	Uneven	TerrainEven	for	farmers	and	hikers	that	are	sure	on	their	feet,	nature's	uneven	terrain	can	be	dangerous.	A	shepherd's	crook	can	help	you	avoid	trips	and	falls	by	providing	an	extra	thing	to	lean	on.	It	can	also	take	pressure	of	your	joints,	making
walking	uphill	and	downhill	much	easier.Defence	Against	PredatorsWhile	the	average	user	of	a	crook	walking	stick	probably	won't	have	to	worry	about	predators	on	their	hikes	or	walks,	farmers	and	shepherd's	might	have	to.	Whether	its	wolves,	foxes,	cayotes	or	whatever	else,	a	crook	staff	is	also	great	for	defending	your	flock.	After	all,	outside	of	the
regal	look	and	utilitarian	hook,	it	is	still	a	big	stick!The	Shepherd's	Crook	as	a	SymbolThe	shepherd's	crook	is	also	used	symbolically	in	some	religions	for	high	ranking	figures	to	show	their	responsibility	to	lead	their	'flock'.	This	idea	of	the	priest	as	the	shepherd	has	been	prevalent	in	a	lot	of	religious	writing	and	practice	thousands	of	years.	For
pharaohs	in	ancient	Egypt	the	crook	stood	for	kingship	and	the	pharaoh's	role	as	a	shepherd	in	caring	for	the	people	of	Egypt.More	Than	Just	a	Walking	Stick!We	hope	that	this	guide	has	taught	you	a	little	bit	about	shepherds	crooks,	both	their	versatility	and	history.	Whether	you're	an	avid	hiker,	farmer,	or	you're	just	a	fan	of	the	classic	look,	why	not
have	a	look	at	our	full	range	of	shepherd's	crooks	to	find	the	perfect	stick	for	you!Have	any	more	questions	about	shepherd's	crooks	or	just	something	to	say?	Let	us	know	in	the	comments,	or	find	us	onInstagramandFacebook!Tool	for	managing	livestockFor	the	calculation,	see	Johnson's	SU-distribution."crook	staff"	redirects	here.	For	the	hieroglyph,
see	Crook-staff	(Luwian	hieroglyph).Shepherd's	crookA	shepherd's	crookA	shepherd's	crook	is	a	long	and	sturdy	stick	with	a	hook	at	one	end,	often	with	the	point	flared	outwards,	used	by	a	shepherd	to	manage	and	sometimes	catch	sheep.	In	addition,	the	crook	may	aid	in	defending	against	attack	by	predators.	When	traversing	rough	terrain,	a	crook
is	an	aid	to	balance.	Shepherds	may	also	use	the	long	implement	to	part	thick	undergrowth	(for	example	at	the	edge	of	a	drovers'	road)	when	searching	for	lost	sheep	or	potential	predators.The	innovation	of	a	hook	facilitates	the	recovery	of	fallen	animals	by	ensnaring	them	by	the	neck	or	leg.	For	this	reason,	the	crook	has	been	used	as	a	religious
symbol	of	care	(particularly	in	difficult	circumstances),	including	the	Christian	bishop's	crosier.[1]In	medicine,	the	term	shepherd's	crook	is	used	to	describe	a	right	coronary	artery	that	follows	an	unusually	high	and	winding	route.	This	variant,	which	has	a	prevalence	of	about	5%,[2]	imposes	technical	problems	in	angioplasty	procedures.[3]The	letter
lamed	originated	as	a	representation	of	a	shepherd's	crook	or	goad,	from	which	the	Latin	letter	L	has	evolved.[citation	needed]Ancient	Greeks	called	it	,	and	and	in	their	art	the	crook	is	often	seen	in	the	hands	of	Pan	and	also	is	the	usual	attribute	of	Thalia,	as	the	Muse	of	pastoral	poetry.[4]The	shepherd's	crook	is	paired	with	the	agricultural	flail	to
form	an	insignia	of	pharaonic	authority,	with	the	crook	representing	kingship	and	the	flail	symbolizing	the	fertility	of	the	land.[5]Ramses	II,	with	the	heka	crook.	Museo	Egizio,	Turin.The	crook	and	flail	on	the	coffinette	of	TutankhamunWilliam	Blake's	hand	painted	print	for	his	poem	"The	Shepherd"	depicts	the	idyllic	scene	of	a	shepherd	watching	his
flock	with	a	shepherd's	crook.	This	image	represents	copy	B,	printed	and	painted	in	1789	and	currently	held	by	the	Library	of	Congress.[6]Cattle	prodCrook	and	flailGoadLassoMazzarellaShepherd's	hat^	Caeremoniale	Episcoporum	(Vatican	Polyglott	Press,	1985)^	Shriki,	Jabi	E.;	Shinbane,	Jerold	S.;	Rashid,	Mollie	A.;	Hindoyan,	Antereas;	Withey,
James	G.;	DeFrance,	Anthony;	Cunningham,	Mark;	Oliveira,	George	R.;	Warren,	Bill	H.	(March	1,	2012).	"Identifying,	Characterizing,	and	Classifying	Congenital	Anomalies	of	the	Coronary	Arteries".	RadioGraphics.	32	(2):	453468.	doi:10.1148/rg.322115097.	ISSN0271-5333.	PMID22411942.^	Gossman,	David	E.;	Tuzcu,	E.	Murat;	Simpfendorfer,
Conrad;	Beck,	Gerald	J.	(January	1,	1988).	"Percutaneous	transluminal	angioplasty	for	shepherd's	crook	right	coronary	artery	stenosis".	Catheterization	and	Cardiovascular	Diagnosis.	15	(3):	189191.	doi:10.1002/ccd.1810150313.	ISSN1097-0304.	PMID2973842.^	A	Dictionary	of	Greek	and	Roman	Antiquities	(1890),	Pedum^	Steele,	Philip	(2002).
Ancient	Egypt.	The	Rosen	Publishing	Group.	p.12.	ISBN1435851730.^	Morris	Eaves;	Robert	N.	Essick;	Joseph	Viscomi	(eds.).	"Songs	of	Innocence,	copy	B,	object	4	(Bentley	5,	Erdman	5,	Keynes	5)	"The	Shepherd"".	William	Blake	Archive.	Retrieved	January	17,	2014.	Media	related	to	Shepherd's	crooks	at	Wikimedia	Commons	The	dictionary	definition
of	shepherd's	crook	at	WiktionaryRetrieved	from	"	Dr	Clive	DaltonHistoryA	crook,	staff	or	stick	has	been	a	shepherds	multi-purpose	tool-of-trade	since	man	first	herded	sheep.	It	has	even	become	a	religious	symbol	for	high-ranking	clergy	to	show	their	responsibility	for	their	flocks.A	stick	has	many	uses.	Its	a	support	for	walking	over	rough	terrain	as
in	New	Zealand	high	country	mustering;	a	means	of	catching	ewes	and	lambs	around	the	neck	or	legs,	and	a	defence	weapon	against	flock	predators.Photo	shows	me	at	The	University	of	North	Wales,	Bangor	(1956-59)	during	a	lambing	collecting	data	for	my	Ph.D.	My	trusted	Hazel	stick	with	Blackface	ewe's	horn	handle	never	let	me	down.	I	did	have
problems	with	the	dog	though,	as	it	worked	to	commands	in	Welsh!Few	shepherds	ever	had	money	to	buy	a	stick,	even	if	they	were	available.	Sticks	in	shops	were	for	sale	to	tourists,	so	unless	an	old	shepherd	and	stick	dresser	gave	you	a	stick,	the	only	option	for	a	young	shepherd	was	to	start	and	make	their	own,	hoping	theyd	get	some	help	from	a
local	expert	who	would	reveal	his	secrets!I	was	lucky	enough	to	be	given	my	first	stick	at	age13	by	a	noted	Border	Shepherd,	Michael	Anderson,	when	I	plucked	up	enough	courage	to	ask	him	how	to	bend	a	sheeps	horn.	He	was	generous	with	his	knowledge	and	honoured	me	with	a	stick.	It	was	a	memorable	visit	to	his	workshop	with	few	tools	but
much	wisdom.But	a	shepherds	stick	is	more	than	a	tool	of	trade;	it	also	makes	a	personal	statement	about	the	owner	so	youd	never	criticise	a	fellow	workers	stick,	no	matter	how	ugly	it	was.So	its	easy	to	see	how	the	craft	of	stick	dressing	developed	into	a	competitive	art	form,	with	one	shepherd	trying	to	beat	his	mates	on	the	next	farm,	in	the	next
valley	or	in	my	birthplace	in	Northumberland,	across	the	Border.	There	was	intense	competition	among	shepherds	for	sticks	to	be	presented	to	Royalty,	so	their	secrets	became	even	more	jealously	guarded.This	all	changed,	thankfully	for	the	better	in	1951,	by	the	formation	of	The	Border	Stick	Dressers	Association	(BDSA)	at	the	home	of	Mr	J.
McGuffie	in	the	College	Burn	valley	in	the	shadow	of	The	Cheviot	hill	on	the	English	side	of	the	Scottish	Border.Their	first	patron	was	the	Duke	of	Northumberland,	and	the	first	president	was	Mr	George	Snaith.	George	without	doubt	was	the	most	famous	stick	dresser	of	all	time	who	turned	the	craft	into	a	mind-boggling	art	form.	I	had	the	enormous
privilege	of	visiting	his	workshop	with	few	tools	and	no	electricity.	He	did	all	his	intricate	artistic	work	in	a	cold	shed	illuminated	by	a	paraffin	lamp,	with	a	pocket	knife	he	made	himself.	Some	of	his	massive	stick	collection	is	now	housed	in	Alnwick	Castle	while	his	relatives	hold	the	rest.The	BDSA	aims	were	to	keep	alive	the	dying	craft,	to	help	fellow
stick	dressers	obtain	horns	and	shanks,	and	to	have	demonstrations	and	competitions	(for	prize	money)	at	shows	and	to	appoint	judges.Contacts:Border	Stick	Dressers	Association.	Contact	Wilf	Laidler	(see	below).Laidler,	W.	(2007?).	Border	Stick	Dressers	Association.	The	first	50	years.Contact	Wilf	Laidler,	18	Crumstone	Court,	Killingworth,
Newcastle-upon-Tyne,	NE	12	6SZ.This	Association	fortunately	has	widened	interest	in	the	craft	far	beyond	shepherds	who	are	a	dying	breed	world	wide,	but	in	1996	the	European	Union	nearly	regulated	it	out	of	business.	They	brought	in	a	regulation	which	deemed	that	the	head	of	all	sheep	and	goats	(with	the	exception	of	the	tongue)	had	to	be
incinerated	to	prevent	the	spread	of	Bovine	Spongiform	Encephalopathy	(BSE).However,	a	massive	stick	dressers	campaign	in	2000	won	the	day	with	the	British	and	EU	parliaments,	so	the	use	of	tups	horns	was	still	allowed.	What	sweetened	the	victory	was	the	acceptance	of	the	Prince	of	Wales	to	be	one	of	the	Patrons	of	the	Association.Stick	types1.
Straight	staffs.	Made	from	stout	sticks	of	native	timbers	such	as	Manuka	or	Lancewood.2.	Thumb	sticks.	These	are	made	from	sticks	with	a	natural	V	near	the	top	used	for	the	walkers	thumb.	Deer	antler	is	sometimes	used	to	make	the	V	and	its	joined	to	the	shank	with	a	spigot	on	the	shank	fitting	a	hole	in	the	horn.3.	Wooden	headed	sticks.	These	are
cut	out	of	a	solid	block	of	wood	from	which	the	sapling	shank	is	growing.4.	Horn	headed	sticks.	These	are	made	from	animal	horns,	usually	rams	but	goats	and	cattle	horns	can	be	used.Horns	in	New	Zealand1.	Merino.	These	are	good	but	tend	to	be	thin	and	dont	have	the	mass	of	horn	seen	in	the	Drysdale	or	Dorset	Horn.2.	Drysdale.	Ideal	horns	but
very	low	numbers	available.3.	Dorset	Horn.	Ideal	horns	but	low	numbers	available.4.	Goats.	There	are	large	numbers	of	feral	goats	and	horns	of	bucks	grow	very	long.	There	is	not	a	great	bulk	of	horn	to	work	on.5.	Cattle.	Not	very	suitable	to	work	on	as	there	is	very	little	solid	end.The	stick	pictured	I	made	from	a	Wiltshire	Horn	ram's	horn.	It	would
be	classed	as	a	'plain	stick'	in	contrast	to	a	'fancy	stick'	.The	shank	is	Hazel	wood.The	Hazel	(Corylus	avellana)The	hazel	is	the	'Rolls	Royce'	of	stick	shanks.	It's	very	light	to	carry	and	use,	but	the	fibres	in	the	wood	make	it	very	strong	and	will	bend	a	long	way	before	it	will	break.	If	a	stick	shank	does	break,	it's	usually	not	a	clean	break	but	more	of	a
split	and	tearing	of	the	fibres,	and	you	see	many	old	shepherds'	sticks	rescued	with	electrical	insulating	tape.Hazel	trees	showing	their	growth	form	which	encourages	suckers	from	the	base	and	lower	branches.	The	suckers	make	the	stick	shanks.The	main	advantage	of	the	Hazel	is	that	it	is	very	easy	to	coppice	and	produced	new	growth	from	the
base.	So	traditionally	this	was	used	for	barrel	hoops	and	hurdles	for	folding	stock.	They	were	also	used	in	hedging	where	they	were	easily	bent	to	bind	and	keep	the	top	branches	of	the	Hawthorn	hedge	in	place	once	it	had	been	cut	and	bent	over.In	early	British	history	Hazels	were	use	in	wattle-and-daub	huts	and	half-timbered	buildings	in	areas	(with
chalk	areas)	where	timber,	stone	and	clay	were	hard	to	come	by.See	H.L.Edlin	(1949).	British	Woodland	Trees.	Batsford	Ltd.A	good	day's	stick	huntBelow	is	a	mouth-watering	heap	(to	a	stick	dresser)	of	Hazel	shanks	cut	from	the	trees	in	the	above	picture.	They	will	take	a	year	to	dry.	It's	very	important	not	to	tell	anyone	else	where	you	got	them
from.A	stick	in	good	handsThis	is	Arthur	Cowan,	aged	94,	an	icon	of	a	Kiwi.	He	fought	in	North	Africa	to	get	rid	of	Romel	then	in	the	Italian	campaign	in	WW11,	spent	time	in	a	German	prison	camp.	He	returned	to	farm	hill	country	near	Otorohanga	in	the	North	Island	of	New	Zealand	and	has	dedicated	his	latter	years	to	conservation.	He	is	never	idle,
planting	native	trees,	preserving	bush,	and	educating	others	to	the	wonder	of	New	Zealand	landscape.I	was	very	proud	to	make	him	a	stick	-	which	as	you	can	see	is	in	very	good	hands.More	informationGoogle	'Shepherd's	Staves'	for	more	information	on	the	history	of	the	shepherd's	stick.	The	origin	of	the	shepherds	crook	can	be	traced	back	to
ancient	times,	specifically	to	the	agricultural	practices	of	early	civilizations.	As	humans	began	to	domesticate	animals	for	their	own	use,	the	need	to	guide	and	protect	these	animals	arose.	The	shepherds	crook,	also	known	as	a	shepherds	staff	or	a	pastoral	staff,	emerged	as	a	tool	to	aid	shepherds	in	their	daily	tasks.In	its	simplest	form,	the	shepherds
crook	is	a	long,	curved	staff	made	from	wood	or	metal.	Its	distinctive	shape,	with	a	hook	or	crook	at	one	end,	allows	shepherds	to	easily	catch	and	guide	their	flock.	The	curved	end	can	be	used	to	gently	and	effectively	control	the	movement	of	sheep,	ensuring	that	they	stay	together	and	do	not	wander	off.The	use	of	the	shepherds	crook	can	be	seen	in
various	cultures	throughout	history.	In	ancient	Egypt,	for	example,	the	crook	was	closely	associated	with	the	god	Osiris,	who	was	believed	to	be	the	ruler	of	the	afterlife	and	the	guardian	of	the	souls	of	the	deceased.	Osiris	was	often	depicted	holding	a	crook	and	a	flail,	symbolizing	his	role	as	a	shepherd	of	souls.The	symbolism	of	the	shepherds	crook
extends	beyond	its	practical	use	in	herding	animals.	It	has	also	become	a	metaphor	for	leadership	and	guidance.	The	crook	represents	the	responsibilities	of	those	in	positions	of	power,	who	must	guide	and	protect	their	flock	or	people.	This	symbolism	is	evident	in	various	religious	and	political	traditions.For	instance,	in	Christianity,	Jesus	is	often
referred	to	as	the	Good	Shepherd	who	leads	his	followers	and	cares	for	their	well-being.	The	image	of	Jesus	carrying	a	shepherds	crook	has	been	depicted	in	countless	artworks	and	sculptures	throughout	history.Similarly,	in	ancient	Egypt,	the	pharaohs	were	considered	the	shepherds	of	their	people,	responsible	for	their	well-being	and	protection.	The
crook	and	flail	were	symbols	of	their	authority	and	leadership.The	use	of	the	shepherds	crook	as	a	symbol	of	leadership	and	guidance	has	continued	in	more	recent	history.	Kings	and	emperors,	as	well	as	religious	leaders	such	as	popes,	have	been	depicted	holding	a	shepherds	crook	to	symbolize	their	role	in	shepherding	and	leading	their	people.In
my	personal	experience,	I	have	seen	the	shepherds	crook	used	as	a	symbol	in	various	religious	ceremonies	and	processions.	It	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	importance	of	strong	leadership	and	the	responsibility	to	guide	and	protect	others.	The	imagery	of	the	crook	can	be	both	powerful	and	comforting,	evoking	a	sense	of	trust	and	security.The	origin	of
the	shepherds	crook	can	be	traced	back	to	the	practical	needs	of	shepherds	in	guiding	and	protecting	their	flocks.	Over	time,	it	has	evolved	into	a	powerful	symbol	of	leadership	and	guidance,	seen	in	religious,	political,	and	cultural	contexts.	The	crook	represents	the	responsibilities	of	those	in	positions	of	power	to	shepherd	and	lead	their	people,
ensuring	their	well-being	and	safety.	Share	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	You	must	give	appropriate
credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the	license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional
restrictions	You	may	not	apply	legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not
give	you	all	of	the	permissions	necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	A	shepherd's	crook	is	not	only	an	image	that	appears	in	ancient	to	modern	art,	but	is	also	a	very	useful	tool	for	shepherds	who	are	navigating	fields	of	varying	height	or	uneven	terrain.
The	symbol	a	stick	with	a	C-curve	at	the	top,	looking	much	like	an	oversized	candy	cane	has	been	in	existence	for	millennia.	The	crook	and	the	flail	were	two	symbols	associated	with	the	ancient	Egyptian	god,	Osiris.	Pharaohs	carried	such	crooks	to	evoke	the	godlike	nature	of	their	rule,	and	also	as	a	symbol	that	they	shepherded	or	led	their	people.
People	can	also	see	many	depictions	Jesus	Christ	carrying	such	a	staff,	since	he	is	frequently	referred	to	as	the	shepherd	of	Christian	followers.	Early	versions	of	the	shepherd's	crook	were	likely	carved	or	constructed	from	wood,	or	often	horn.	In	fact,	the	crooked	handle	may	be	called	the	horn.	The	length	of	the	staff	is	variable,	and	a	shorter	person
would	want	a	shorter	crook,	with	the	handle	no	higher	than	the	hip.	As	with	any	walking	cane,	a	shepherd,	a	goatherd,	or	a	herder	of	any	animals	might	find	the	crook	extremely	useful	when	walking	across	difficult	or	changing	terrain.	When	not	in	use,	the	crook	could	be	hung	over	the	arm.	In	modern	times,	people	can	still	find	many	shepherds	and
goatherds,	especially	in	the	British	Isles,	who	use	a	crook	on	a	daily	basis.	While	some	still	prefer	the	feel	of	carved	wood	or	horn,	others	prefer	a	more	modern	version.	Elaborately	carved	crooks	are	available	for	purchase,	many	as	useful	as	they	are	ornamental.	A	newer	trend	is	to	offer	shepherds	crooks	in	light	but	sturdy	metals.	There	are	fans	of
both	old	and	new	forms.	Prices	for	the	elaborately	carved	wooden	sticks,	which	may	be	all	or	at	least	partially	handmade	can	be	particularly	expensive.	Aluminum	crooks	are	lighter	in	weight,	and	some	may	be	more	durable	than	their	wooden	counterparts.	Shoppers	can	also	buy	fairly	simple	mass-manufactured	wood	crooks	relatively	inexpensively.
Not	only	does	the	shepherd's	crook	serve	as	a	walking	stick,	with	many	people	using	them	only	in	that	manner,	but	they	may	also	serve	a	significant	function	in	the	shepherding	world.	The	curved	handle	is	normally	wide	enough	to	fit	around	the	neck	of	a	sheep	or	goat,	allowing	a	herder	to	catch	an	animal	that	is	straying	and	reroute	it	to	a	different
direction.	A	crook	might	also	have	been	used	to	hold	a	sheep	in	place	while	the	animal	was	shorn,	although	this	is	not	common	today;	most	sheep	are	tethered	during	the	shearing	process.	WiseGeek	is	dedicated	to	providing	accurate	and	trustworthy	information.	We	carefully	select	reputable	sources	and	employ	a	rigorous	fact-checking	process	to
maintain	the	highest	standards.	To	learn	more	about	our	commitment	to	accuracy,	read	our	editorial	process.	By	Tricia	Christensen	With	a	Literature	degree	from	Sonoma	State	University	and	years	of	experience	as	a	WiseGeek	contributor,	Tricia	Christensen	is	based	in	Northern	California	and	brings	a	wealth	of	knowledge	and	passion	to	her	writing.
Her	wide-ranging	interests	include	reading,	writing,	medicine,	art,	film,	history,	politics,	ethics,	and	religion,	all	of	which	she	incorporates	into	her	informative	articles.	Tricia	is	currently	working	on	her	first	novel.	A	shepherds	staff,	also	known	as	a	shepherds	crook,	is	a	long	stick	with	a	curved	end	that	is	traditionally	associated	with	shepherds.	It
serves	several	purposes	in	the	care	and	management	of	sheep.1.	Guiding	and	Leading	the	Sheep:	The	curved	end	of	the	staff	allows	the	shepherd	to	gently	guide	and	direct	the	sheep.	By	placing	the	crook	around	the	neck	or	leg	of	a	sheep,	the	shepherd	can	guide	it	in	a	specific	direction	or	keep	it	from	straying	off	the	desired	path.	The	staff	helps	the
shepherd	maintain	control	over	the	flock	and	ensures	that	they	move	in	the	right	direction.2.	Protecting	the	Sheep:	The	staff	also	serves	as	a	tool	for	protecting	the	sheep	from	danger.	The	shepherd	can	use	the	staff	to	fend	off	predators	or	scare	away	animals	that	may	pose	a	threat	to	the	flock.	Additionally,	the	staff	can	be	used	to	rescue	a	sheep	that
has	fallen	into	a	pit	or	is	trapped	in	a	difficult	situation.3.	Assisting	in	Examination	and	Care:	The	shepherds	staff	can	be	used	to	examine	and	care	for	the	sheep.	The	shepherd	can	hook	a	sheep	by	the	neck	or	leg	with	the	staff	to	lead	it	to	a	specific	location	for	examination	or	treatment.	The	staff	provides	the	shepherd	with	a	longer	reach,	allowing
them	to	handle	the	sheep	more	easily	and	safely.In	summary,	a	shepherds	staff	is	a	versatile	tool	that	helps	the	shepherd	guide,	protect,	and	care	for	the	sheep.	It	is	an	essential	instrument	in	the	daily	tasks	of	a	shepherd,	allowing	them	to	effectively	manage	their	flock.What	is	a	shepherds	rod	and	staff	used	for	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	does
Moses	use	of	the	shepherds	staff	mean?God	first	altered	Moses	perception	of	his	shepherds	staff,	which	stood	for	his	lifes	work	as	a	shepherd,	when	he	was	summoned	from	the	desert	after	spending	forty	years	there	to	lead	the	people	out	of	Egypt.	God	promised	him	that	He	would	work	miracles	using	his	staff	(v.	17).Moses	then	mounted	a	donkey
with	his	wife	and	sons	and	departed	for	Egypt.	And	he	took	the	divine	staff	in	his	hand	(Exod.	4:20).God	first	altered	Moses	perception	of	his	shepherds	staff,	which	stood	for	his	lifes	work	as	a	shepherd,	when	he	was	summoned	from	the	desert	after	spending	forty	years	there	to	lead	the	people	out	of	Egypt.	God	promised	him	that	He	would	work
miracles	using	his	staff	(v.	17).The	Egyptians	regarded	being	a	shepherd	as	a	very	lowly	occupation.	Moses	experienced	a	period	of	awakening	in	the	desert	that	cut	him	off	from	everything	he	had	learned	in	Egypt.	Adversity	of	some	kind	is	frequently	the	way	God	draws	us	into	His	purpose	for	our	professional	lives.Spiritual	meaning	of	rod	and	staff
(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	does	the	shepherds	staff	in	the	Bible	stand	for?What	Moses	thought	was	just	a	shepherds	staff	in	his	hand	was	actually	much	more	than	that,	and	God	simply	asked	him,	What	is	that	in	your	hand?.	With	Gods	assistance,	it	also	represented	his	potential.	It	represented	how	he	saw	himself	and	his	issue.	In	the	end,	that
team	was	crucial	to	the	work	God	had	for	him	to	accomplish.End	of	HubSpot	Call-to-Action	Code	(if	lte	IE	8).We	enjoy	focusing	on	our	shortcomings	because	they	are	so	obvious,	but	with	God,	anything	is	possible.	Nothing	is	impossible	for	you	to	accomplish	when	God	is	involved.	Youll	almost	certainly	take	paths	when	you	follow	God	that	you	never
would	have	thought	of.	You	will	always	be	asked	to	do	things	as	a	faithful	follower	that	require	His	help,	the	power	of	the	Spirit,	and	a	lot	of	faith	on	your	part.Shepherds	staff	in	the	bible	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Why	do	shepherds	serve	as	a	symbol?The	historian	Paul	Maier	said	it	best	when	discussing	the	shepherds	in	the	Christmas	story:	If
resorting	to	symbolism.	The	shepherds	represented	the	typical	Judeanliterally,	the	man	on	the	night	shiftas	a	whole.	Shepherds	performed	a	challenging	job	that	was	unpaid	and	had	no	social	status.	However,	God	selected	shepherds	to	be	the	recipients	of	the	magnificent	angelic	announcement	of	Christs	birth.Shepherding	was	obviously	important	to
God.	Both	in	the	Old	and	New	Testaments,	he	used	the	word	shepherd	to	describe	the	figures	who	led	his	people,	including	himself.	According	to	the	book	of	Isaiah,	He	tends	his	flock	like	a	shepherd:	He	gathers	the	lambs	in	his	arms	and	carries	them	close	to	his	heart;	he	gently	leads	those	who	are	pregnant.God	is	referred	to	as	the	Shepherd,
indicating	that	the	shepherds	work	is	honorable.	The	sheep	are	the	real	culprits	for	making	the	job	filthy	and	detestable	to	anyone	but	the	shepherd	who	cares	for	them.	The	Bible	reveals	that	the	sheep	are	the	people	who	believe	in	God.	Our	behavior	patterns	and	life	habits	are	so	similar	to	those	of	sheep	it	is	well	nigh	embarrassing,	writes	20th-
century	shepherd	Phillip	Keller.	Sheep	are	cumbersome,	feeble,	stupid,	anxious,	fearful,	helpless,	andmost	importantlycompletely	reliant	on	their	shepherd.	The	condition	of	the	sheep	is	significantly	influenced	by	the	shepherds	care.	According	to	Keller,	sheep	would	struggle,	starve,	and	endure	unending	suffering	under	one	man.	They	would	flourish
and	live	happily	in	someone	elses	care.	It	is	a	wonderful	blessing	that	Jesus,	the	Chief	Shepherd,	is	a	good	shepherd	because	humans	are	completely	dependent	on	God.The	prophet	Micah	predicted:	But	you	Bethlehem	Ephrathah,	though	you	be	little	among	the	clans	of	Judah,	out	of	you	shall	come	for	me	one	who	shall	be	ruler	over	Israel,	whose
beginnings	are	from	of	old,	from	ancient	times.	In	the	power	of	the	Lord,	he	will	stand	and	watch	over	his	flock.How	does	shepherds	hook	manifest?Because	affected	leaves	and	shoots	frequently	droop	and	curl,	the	disease	is	known	as	fig	wilt	(figs.	1-2).	Early	signs	can	resemble	frost	damage,	but	patterns	in	the	landscape	separate	them.	From	leaves
to	petioles	to	shoots,	infections	can	spread.How	come	shepherds	use	a	hooked	staff?In	addition	to	acting	as	a	walking	stick,	the	shepherds	crook	may	have	other	important	uses	in	the	world	of	sheepherding.	In	most	cases,	the	curved	handle	is	wide	enough	to	fit	around	the	neck	of	a	sheep	or	a	goat,	enabling	a	herder	to	catch	a	stray	animal	and
reroute	it	in	a	different	direction.Shepherds	staff	symbolism	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Do	sheep	know	who	their	shepherd	is?Shepherds	and	their	flocks	are	said	to	have	close	bonds	in	the	Bible.	The	sheep	are	familiar	with	the	shepherds	voice.	They	proceed	after	him	(or	her).	The	shepherd	watches	over	and	would	sacrifice	his	life	for	his	flock.It	is
well	known	that	animals	can	hear	a	familiar,	trustworthy	persons	voice	right	away.	Sheep	are	exceptionally	good	at	remembering	faces.	They	recall	their	handler.	They	also	recall	those	who	have	mistreated	them.It	is	a	common	misconception	that	shepherds	in	Biblical	times	would	break	the	legs	of	lambs	that	repeatedly	ran	away.	In	accordance	with
the	story,	the	shepherd	would	then	set	the	lambs	broken	leg	and	carry	it	on	his	shoulders	while	the	leg	was	healing.	The	lamb	would	then	stay	by	the	shepherds	side	for	the	remainder	of	its	life.	There	is	no	way	to	know	with	certainty	what	the	shepherds	in	the	Bible	did,	but	it	would	be	cruel	and	impractical	to	infer	it	from	the	Bibles	absence	of	any
such	story.Jesus	is	referred	to	as	the	Lamb	of	God	by	Christians.	The	Easter	dinner	of	many	Christians	includes	lamb.	A	cake	decorated	in	the	shape	of	a	lamb	is	commonplace	in	homes.	Pictures	of	the	Easter	lamb	are	frequently	hung	in	the	homes	of	Eastern	Orthodox	Christians.What	is	a	shepherds	staff	called	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Aarons
staff	has	a	purpose,	but	what	is	it?Aarons	staff	served	as	a	reminder	that	his	family	had	been	chosen	by	God	to	perform	the	priestly	duties	of	making	sacrifices	and	praying	to	God	on	behalf	of	the	populace.	Additionally,	the	future	arrival	of	our	great	High	Priest,	Jesus,	was	hinted	at	by	Aarons	staff.	In	addition	to	sprouting,	Aarons	team	also	produced
almonds.	With	its	leaves	and	blossoms,	it	resembled	the	lampstand	in	the	tabernacle	(Exodus	25:3136),	which	was	a	symbol	pointing	to	Jesus	as	the	light	of	the	world	(John	8:12).	Aarons	staff	served	as	a	kind	reminder	that	God	was	with	his	people,	providing	them	with	light	and	life.Jesus	developed	like	a	tender	shoot,	like	a	root	out	of	dry	ground,	just
like	Aarons	staff	did	(Isaiah	53:2).	In	turn,	he	became	our	supreme	High	Priest	(Hebrews	910).	He	was	the	Lords	ultimate	Servant.	God	is	with	us	to	save	because	of	Christ,	praise	God.Dear	Heavenly	Father,	just	as	you	demonstrated	to	Israel	your	saving	power,	you	have	demonstrated	to	us	that	Jesus	saves.	I	appreciate	your	grace.	Amen.What	does
the	shepherd	symbolize?We	beg	You,	gentle	Jesus,	who	is	kind	and	caring	as	the	Good	Shepherd,	for	assistance	as	we	follow	Your	path.	May	Your	loving	guidance	keep	us	obedient	and	fortify	us.	We	ask	that	You	will	enable	us	to	serve	You	with	all	of	our	hearts,	minds,	and	souls.	As	we	anticipate	eternal	joy	with	You,	the	Good	Shepherd,	grant	us
peace.	Amen.Why	does	a	shepherd	lift	a	sheep	on	his	shoulders?In	conclusion,	there	are	a	variety	of	reasons	why	shepherds	carry	sheep	on	their	shoulders.	They	can	move	their	flock	with	it,	protect	the	animals,	give	them	comfort,	and	even	train	them.	This	ancient	custom	serves	as	a	crucial	component	of	shepherding	and	is	not	only	steeped	in
tradition.What	is	the	difference	between	a	shepherds	rod	and	staff	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)What	makes	shepherds	want	to	touch	you?Your	dog	is	essentially	petting	you	back	when	he	places	his	paw	on	your	arm	or	leg	while	you	are	petting	him.	Although	most	dogs	cant	actually	stroke	you,	they	can	place	their	paw	on	you	as	a	sign	of	trust,
affection,	and	closeness.	This	is	his	way	of	forging	a	unique	connection	with	you.	If	youve	been	petting	him	for	a	while	and	stop,	he	may	reach	for	your	hand	to	indicate	that	he	wants	to	tell	you	more.	It	can	also	mean	I	like	that,	dont	stop.Their	body	language	cues	include	pricked	ears,	a	wagging	or	upright	tail,	an	alert	gaze,	and	a	relaxed	mouth.	This
indicates	that	they	are	eager	to	interact	with	you	and	are	likely	to	play,	such	as	by	playing	with	their	chew	toys,	chasing	their	ball,	or	even	taking	a	stroll.Prickly	ears,	a	lowered	tail,	a	shifting	of	the	gaze,	a	tight	mouth,	and	panting	may	be	indications	of	anxiety	or	a	sign	that	your	dog	is	experiencing	pain,	particularly	in	relation	to	a	paw.	Consult	your
veterinarian	right	away	if	you	notice	any	other	odd	behaviors	or	indications	that	your	dog	is	in	pain.What	does	a	staff	mean	in	terms	of	spirituality?The	world	tree,	a	connecting	axis	between	God	and	man,	can	be	seen	as	the	staffs	symbol.	This	is	what	propels	individuation,	which	unifies	human	unconsciousness	and	consciousness	while	discovering
and	accepting	the	true	Self.The	shepherds	staff	book	(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)Why	do	sheep	recognize	the	voice	of	a	shepherd?Shepherds	used	to	gather	their	flocks	into	pens	at	dusk	for	protection	back	in	the	time	of	Jesus.	They	would	have	a	sizable	corral	filled	with	flocks	from	various	shepherds.	The	sheep	that	recognized	the	shepherds	voice
would	follow	him	out	of	the	corral	and	into	the	nearby	fields	to	feed	in	the	morning	when	he	called	to	them.	Each	shepherd	called	the	sheep	using	a	different	voice	or	method,	and	his	flock	would	heed	the	call.	Experience	had	taught	them	that	this	was	a	sound	they	could	rely	on	and	that	it	portended	good	things.	Since	the	sound	had	no	significance	to
them,	the	other	sheep	in	the	corral	would	simply	ignore	it.	The	voice	of	another	shepherd	was	unknown	to	them.	They	did	nothing	but	follow	their	own	shepherd.They	did	not	understand	what	Jesus	was	saying	to	them	despite	the	figure	of	speech	he	used.	Consequently,	Jesus	continued	to	address	them,	saying,	Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	I	am	the	door	of
the	sheep.	Everyone	who	came	before	me	was	a	thief	and	a	robber,	but	the	sheep	did	not	pay	attention	to	them.	The	door	is	what	I	am.	Anybody	who	comes	in	through	me	will	be	saved,	and	he	will	be	able	to	go	in	and	out	and	find	pasture.	Only	to	steal,	kill,	and	destroy	are	the	only	goals	of	the	thief.	I	arrived	so	they	could	live	long	and	prosper.	(John
10:6-10).Here,	Jesus	seems	to	change	His	metaphor.	He	was	the	shepherd	at	first,	and	now	He	is	the	gate.	All	of	this	is	a	part	of	the	same	discussion.	It	is	simple	to	separate	these,	but	we	must	keep	in	mind	that	we	still	belong	to	the	same	group	that	criticized	Jesus	for	healing	the	blind	man	on	the	Sabbath.Object	Lesson	Shepherds	StaffPastor	Robert
uses	a	shepherds	staff	to	explain	Psalm	123:4.How	to	use	a	shepherds	staff.	#babylambThere	is	more	than	one	way	and	one	situation	to	use	a	shepherds	cane.	This	is	one	way	I	have	found	to	use	my	shepherds	staff.(Image	Source:	Pixabay.com)	The	shepherds	crook,	an	iconic	symbol	of	pastoral	life,	has	long	been	associated	with	the	image	of	a
shepherd	tending	to	their	flock.	This	simple	yet	functional	tool	is	not	only	a	piece	of	agricultural	equipment	but	also	a	significant	cultural	artifact	with	a	rich	history.	In	this	article,	we	will	explore	the	various	aspects	of	the	shepherds	crook,	including	its	history,	design,	uses,	and	significance	in	contemporary	culture.	History	of	the	Shepherds	Crook
Origins:	The	shepherds	crook	can	be	traced	back	to	ancient	civilizations,	with	some	of	the	earliest	examples	found	in	Mesopotamia	and	Egypt.	These	early	versions	were	primarily	crafted	from	wood	and	served	the	dual	purpose	of	guiding	sheep	and	defending	against	predators.	The	crooks	design	has	evolved	over	the	centuries,	influenced	by	various
cultures	and	the	changing	needs	of	shepherds.	Evolution	Through	the	Ages:	As	agriculture	developed,	so	did	the	shepherds	crook.	In	medieval	Europe,	it	became	a	symbol	of	the	pastoral	lifestyle,	often	depicted	in	artwork	and	literature.	The	design	varied	from	region	to	region,	with	some	featuring	elaborate	carvings	and	others	remaining	simple	and
utilitarian.	During	the	Renaissance,	the	shepherds	crook	was	associated	with	the	idealized	image	of	the	pastoral	life,	often	romanticized	in	poetry	and	paintings.	Cultural	Significance:	The	shepherds	crook	holds	cultural	significance	beyond	its	practical	use.	In	Christianity,	it	symbolizes	the	role	of	the	shepherd	as	a	protector	and	guide,	particularly	in
reference	to	Jesus	Christ,	who	is	often	referred	to	as	the	Good	Shepherd.	The	crooks	symbolism	extends	to	literature	and	folklore,	where	it	represents	guidance,	care,	and	leadership.	Basic	Components:	The	shepherds	crook	typically	consists	of	a	long	shaft	with	a	curved	or	hooked	end.	The	shaft	can	vary	in	length,	usually	between	three	to	six	feet,
depending	on	the	height	and	preference	of	the	user.	The	hook	is	designed	to	catch	the	sheep,	allowing	the	shepherd	to	guide	or	retrieve	them	without	causing	harm.	Materials	Used:	Traditionally,	shepherds	crooks	were	made	from	sturdy	woods	such	as	ash,	hazel,	or	yew.	These	materials	were	chosen	for	their	strength	and	flexibility.	In	modern	times,
some	crooks	are	crafted	from	lightweight	metals	or	synthetic	materials,	making	them	easier	to	handle	and	transport.	Variations	Across	Cultures:	Different	cultures	have	developed	their	versions	of	the	shepherds	crook,	each	with	unique	designs	and	features.	For	example,	the	Irish	shillelagh	often	has	a	heavier	and	more	ornate	design,	while	the	crooks
used	in	the	Mediterranean	regions	tend	to	be	lighter	and	more	streamlined	for	mobility.	Guiding	Livestock:	The	primary	function	of	the	shepherds	crook	is	to	assist	in	managing	and	guiding	livestock.	The	curved	end	allows	shepherds	to	easily	direct	sheep,	especially	in	tight	or	crowded	spaces.	It	can	also	be	used	to	catch	a	wayward	sheep,	preventing
it	from	straying	too	far	from	the	flock.	Protection	from	Predators:	In	addition	to	guiding	sheep,	the	shepherds	crook	serves	as	a	tool	for	self-defense	against	predators.	While	not	as	effective	as	other	weapons,	it	can	be	used	to	deter	smaller	animals	and	protect	both	the	shepherd	and	their	flock.	Cultural	and	Ceremonial	Uses:	Beyond	its	practical
applications,	the	shepherds	crook	is	often	used	in	cultural	and	ceremonial	contexts.	In	religious	ceremonies,	it	may	symbolize	leadership	and	guidance.	In	certain	communities,	it	is	used	in	traditional	dances	or	festivals,	reinforcing	its	importance	in	cultural	identity.	Contemporary	Use	in	Agriculture:	While	the	role	of	traditional	shepherds	has
diminished	in	some	regions	due	to	advancements	in	technology,	the	shepherds	crook	remains	relevant	in	modern	farming	practices.	Shepherds	still	use	the	crook	to	manage	livestock,	especially	in	areas	where	sheep	farming	is	prevalent.	Symbol	of	Heritage:	The	shepherds	crook	is	increasingly	recognized	as	a	symbol	of	cultural	heritage.	Many
communities	celebrate	their	agricultural	history	through	festivals	and	events	that	highlight	traditional	farming	practices.	The	crook	serves	as	a	reminder	of	the	bond	between	humans	and	nature.	Popularity	in	Craft	and	Art:	The	shepherds	crook	has	also	found	a	place	in	the	world	of	art	and	craft.	Artisans	create	beautifully	crafted	versions	of	the
crook,	often	incorporating	intricate	designs	and	personal	touches.	These	artistic	interpretations	are	popular	among	collectors	and	serve	as	decorative	items	in	homes.	Representation	in	Literature:	The	shepherds	crook	appears	frequently	in	literature,	symbolizing	the	idyllic	pastoral	life.	In	works	like	William	Wordsworths	poetry,	the	crook	represents
a	connection	to	nature	and	the	simplicity	of	rural	living.	Its	presence	often	evokes	themes	of	innocence	and	the	bond	between	humans	and	animals.	Folklore	and	Legends:	Various	cultures	have	legends	and	folklore	surrounding	the	shepherds	crook.	In	some	tales,	the	crook	is	endowed	with	magical	properties,	granting	the	shepherd	the	ability	to
communicate	with	animals	or	summon	aid	during	times	of	trouble.	These	stories	emphasize	the	deep-rooted	connection	between	shepherds	and	their	flocks.	A	shepherds	crook	is	a	traditional	tool	used	by	shepherds	for	herding	and	managing	livestock,	particularly	sheep.	It	typically	has	a	long,	curved	handle	with	a	hook	at	the	end,	which	allows	the
shepherd	to	catch	or	guide	animals	easily.	The	design	varies	but	is	usually	made	from	wood	or	metal.	Historically,	the	shepherds	crook	has	been	a	symbol	of	pastoral	life	and	shepherding.	It	represents	the	shepherds	role	as	a	caretaker	and	protector	of	their	flock.	The	crook	is	also	used	in	various	cultural	contexts,	symbolizing	guidance	and	leadership,
often	seen	in	religious	iconography,	such	as	in	depictions	of	shepherds	in	Christianity.	Shepherds	crooks	are	primarily	made	from	wood,	often	using	sturdy	varieties	like	ash	or	hickory.	Some	modern	versions	may	incorporate	metal	for	added	durability.	The	wooden	crooks	are	often	carved	or	polished,	showcasing	craftsmanship	and	sometimes
personalized	designs.	The	shepherds	crook	is	used	mainly	to	guide	sheep	or	other	livestock.	The	hook	allows	shepherds	to	gently	catch	an	animal,	especially	if	its	straying	away	from	the	flock.	It	can	also	be	used	to	prod	or	nudge	animals	in	the	right	direction	without	causing	harm.	Yes,	there	are	several	variations	of	shepherds	crooks	based	on	their
use	and	region.	Some	have	a	shorter	handle	for	close	herding,	while	others	are	longer	for	wider	spaces.	Additionally,	decorative	or	ceremonial	versions	are	often	made	for	display	purposes	or	traditional	events.	The	shepherds	crook	is	more	than	just	a	tool;	it	embodies	a	rich	tapestry	of	history,	culture,	and	tradition.	From	its	origins	in	ancient
civilizations	to	its	continued	relevance	in	modern	agriculture	and	art,	the	shepherds	crook	represents	the	enduring	relationship	between	humans	and	the	land.	As	we	explore	its	significance	in	various	contexts,	we	gain	a	deeper	appreciation	for	this	simple	yet	profound	symbol	of	guidance,	care,	and	stewardship.	Whether	youre	a	farmer,	a	collector,	or
simply	someone	fascinated	by	history,	the	shepherds	crook	offers	a	glimpse	into	the	timeless	connection	we	share	with	the	natural	world.	To	read	more,	Click	Here.	Alsatian	dogs,	also	known	as	German	Shepherds,	originated	from	Germany.	They	were	originally	bred	for	herding	sheep	but	are	now	commonly	used	as	police,	guard,	and	service	dogs	due
to	their	intelligence	and	versatility.
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